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Aristotle (384–322 BC)

 Aristotle was an ancient Greek philosopher who contributed to the foundation of both 

symbolic logic and scientific thinking in Western philosophy

 Born in Stagaris in Macedonia.

 Son of Nichomacus a court physician to King Amyntas II (Grandfather of Alexander)

 From the age of 17 for next Twenty Years resident in Athens in Plato’s Academy (368-78)

He was succeeded as head of the academy following the death of Plato (384—47)

 In the second phase of his life, he was invited by King Philip as a tutor to Alexander 

 In the later development King Philip was murdered and Alexander became King. 



 After the lapse of 13 years he returned in Athens

 Alexander already stormed through Asia and became extreme enemy to democracies

Many cursed Aristotle

 Aristotle founded his own academy called Lyceum in the grove of Apollo at Lyceius

 Research in Politics, history, literature, natural science and biology

 After the death of Alexander Athens leapt arms against Macedonians, and Aristotle 

was accused of impiety (for poetry in praise of his dead father in law Hermeis)

 To keep the Athenian away  “from sinning against philosophy”, he shifted to Chalcus

in Euboea where he died next year (322 BC)



 According to Diogenes,  Aristotle was a thin man who dressed flashily, wearing a fashionable 

hairstyle and a number of rings.

 Aristotle must have possessed significant personal wealth, since it promises a furnished house in 

Stagira

 Aristotle fathered a daughter with Pythias and, with Herpyllis, a son, Nicomachus



Unlike Plato, his actual works were never recovered we only have class notes from his students

Aristotle is the founder not only of philosophy as a discipline with distinct areas or branches, 

but, still more generally, of the conception of intellectual inquiry as falling into distinct 

disciplines.

Aristotle initially claimed that everything was made up of five elements: earth, fire, air, water, 

and Aether.

Aristotle’s idea of  “four causes,” which explain the nature of change in an object.

1. Its material cause is what it is actually made of.

2. Its formal cause is how that matter is arranged.

3. Its efficient cause is where it came from.

4. Its final cause is its purpose.



Metaphysics: Aristotle formulates his doctrine of substance, which he explains 

through the connected contrasts between form and matter, and between 

potentiality and actuality.

 Logic: A logical argument could have false premises and a true conclusion, but 

true premises would always lead to a true conclusion.

 Ethics: Aristotle thought that no rules or appeal to consequences could 

possibly give a person correct guidelines in which to respond to all situations. 

 Eudemonia: Aristotle thought that the goal of human beings in their search for 

happiness was to reach Eudemonia, or a state of flourishing.

 Virtues: Aristotle thought that the way to identify a virtue was that it was a 

middle ground between two vices in opposite directions.

 Aristotle’s virtues are temperance, justice, fortitude, courage, liberality, 

magnificence, and magnanimity

*A more common objection that modern philosophers use is that what 

may be considered a virtue in one society may not be considered a 

virtue in another



Philosophy of Mind: In Aristotle’s view, the soul is the form of a living body. He 

examines the different aspects of this form in plants, non-rational animals and human 

beings, by describing nutrition, perception, thought and desire.

What is the soul? : According to Aristotle it is to be the form of the body. More 

precisely, it is the “first actuality of a natural body that has life potentially”

The soul is therefore neither a material part of an animal, nor some immaterial thing 

capable of existing in separation from the body. For the soul is a set of capacities that a 

living thing has, and these capacities are incapable of existing on their own - they are the 

capacities of a living thing.

Politics: Politics is continuous with ethics. For just as it is part of human nature to seek 

happiness, it is also part of human nature to live in communities. The state is the highest 

form of community; it is a natural entity, and does not exist merely by convention.

Aristotle believes that a state exists for the sake of the good or happy life, so that the best 

form of government will be one which promotes the well-being of all of its citizens



 Plato’s and Aristotle’s differences occur on the grounds of objectives and Methods

Plato Aristotle

To re-organise Human Life To re-organise human Knowledge

Transcendentalist & Artistic temperament A Scientist and Experimentalist

An Idealist (The ideal world is real, the 
phenomenal world is but a shadow of this 
ideal reality i.e. unreal)

Believed in reality of the world of the 
senses. The world is real and form the 
basis for scientific study)

Language-Poetic and charming Dogmatic (rigid) and telegraphic (concise)

Imitation is mimicry A creative process

Poetry is linked with painting Poetry is linked with music

Condemned poetry on moral and 
intellectual grounds

He justifies it and introduces catharsis

Emotions are undesirable so need to be 
repressed

Need for emotional outlet





 Aristotle's Poetics (composed in around 330 BC) can be read as a response to Plato's attack on art.

 The Poetics has been a central document in the study of aesthetics and literature for centuries

 The Poetics is Aristotle's attempt to explain the basic problems of art. He both defines art and 

offers criteria for determining the quality of a given artwork. 

 One contemporary critic argues that Aristotle "reduces drama to its language," and the "language 

itself to its least poetic element, the story, and then encourages insensitive readers...to subject 

stories to crudely moralistic readings that reduce tragedies to the childish proportions of Aesop-

fables"

 The main focus of the Poetics is on Greek tragedy. Mainly Aeschylus (525–456 B.C.E.), 

Sophocles (496–405 B.C.E.), and Euripides (485–406 B.C.E.).

 The Poetics also discusses epic poetry, using the example of Homer 



 Aristotle proposes to discuss poetry, which he defines as a means of mimesis, or imitation

 Aristotle focuses his discussion on tragedy, which uses dramatic, rather than narrative, form, 

and deals with agents who are better than us ourselves

 Tragedy serves to arouse the emotions of pity and fear and to effect a katharsis (catharsis) of 

these emotions

 Six Elements of Tragedy: (1) mythos, or plot, (2) character, (3) thought, (4) diction, (5) 

melody, and (6) spectacle.
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Medium  & Manner of Imitation



Object of Imitation































Lecture III



The Structure of the Plot:















Simple and Complex Plot:







Quantitative Parts (Explained):

 The Prologue is the entire part of a tragedy which proceeds the parode

of the chorus

 The episode is entire part of a tragedy which is between complete 

choric song

 The Exode is that entire part of a tragedy which has no choric song 

after it.

 Parode is the first undivided utterence of the chorus

 The Stasimon is a choric ode without anapaests or trochaic tetrameter

 The Comos is a joint lamentation of chorus and actors









Character (Four Essential Qualities) 

1. Character must be good.  Any speech or action that manifests moral purpose of any 

kind will be expressive of character. The character will be good if the purpose is 

good.

2. The Aim at its propriety. There is a valour, but valour in woman or unscrupulous 

cleverness is in appropriate. 

3. Character must be true to Life. 

4. The consistency., for though the subject of the imitation, who suggest the type, be 

inconsistent, still he must be consistently inconsistent. 



Recognition (Its Kinds)
 Some birth marks to distinguish a character:

1. Recognition by signs, like the spear which the earth born race bear, 

some bodily marks: scars, external tokens as necklace, little arc, 

etc. 

2. The recognition invented at will be poet and on that account writing 

art. (Orestes in the Iphigenia reveals the fact that he is orestes) 

(Valmiki of Ramayana)

3. The third kind depends upon memory when the sight of some object 

awakens a feeling (a hero breaks into tears with a certain scene)

4. The fourth kind is the process of reasoning.  



Practical tips to the Playwrights:



Denouement



Four Kinds of Tragedy:

1. The Complex: depending entirely on reversal of the 

situation and recognition

2. The Pathetic: Where the motive is passion

3. The Ethical: (Where the motives is ethical

4. The Simple:
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Language in General includes following parts:

 Letter

 Syllable

 Connecting words

 Noun

 Verb

 Inflexion or Case

 Sentence or Phrase









A word may likewise be triple, quadruple, or multiple in form



Types of Word

 Current: One which is in general use among people

 Strange: One which is in use in another country 

 Metaphorical: it is an application of an alien name by transference either from genus 
to species or from species to genus, or from species to species or 
by analogy  that is, proportion 

 Newly Coined: Which has never been even in local use but is adopted by the poet     
himself 

 Lengthened: When its own vowel is exchanged for a longer one, or when a syllable is 
inserted. 

 Contracted: A Word is contracted when some part of it is removed

 Altered: It is one in which part of the ordinary form is left unchanged and 
part is re-cast 



Upon Style:







Epic Poetry: 
























