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CONSANGUINITY BETWEEN INDIAN DEMOCRATIC
SYSTEM & BUDDHIST MONASTIC ORDER: A BERIEF STUDY

DR.C.S.PATIL,
HEAD: DEPT.OF HISTORY
DRM.W.P.W.S. ARTS & COMM. C

OLLEGE, NAGPUR (M.S.)
Introduction :- To someonc it may seems that the concept of democracy is modern one

and of European origin but it is a half truth. In context to Indian history, culture and civilization
the roots of democratic republic states are found in ancicnt Indian political system & philosophy
and historically it is as old as 6" century B.C. In Buddha’s age, as has it been mentioned in Pali
literature, there were at least 16 major monarchical states were called as Mahajanpadas ( Major
Monarchical state) while the republican states were calle as Sangha or Ganas.

The promulgator of Buddhism, lord Buddha was born in such one republican state namely
Shakyas of Kapilwastu and also was a member of Shakya Sangha ( Order). Earlier about 30 years
of his life Siddhartha Gautama lived in royal patronage while the rest of his life lived in Monastic
ways which was founded by himself after obtaining enlightenment meant when he reached to
Buddha hood. Buddha promulgated the way of good living to which he called Dhamma and for
the propagation of Dhamma he organized Monastic order to which he called Sangha. All these he
enterprises for the weal of human being. His Monastic organization (Bhikkhu Sangha) was
organized on the pattern of his contemporary republican states in democratic forms. It is mtended
in this paper to study in comparison between Buddhist Monastic order and democra system.
As it has been observed that his Monastic order was a litt ' :

Keywords : Consanguinity, Democracy, Monastic Or,
Ganas, Republic, Monarchy.

late, arrested a good deal of attention of the politi
responsible of making constitutional democracy
Democracy has been discussed from various points
failed, on the whole, to bring home the essential
social democracy. They have failed sometime;
conception of democracy, based of conditions o
nations of democracy arising out of modern cond;
Democracy has been variously defined by diffe
Bryce, democracy denotes ‘that form of governme
articular class or classe:
. To Professor Giddings, a ‘democracy may
state, a form of socicty, or a combination of all three*
of social organization in which the participation of ¢
activity is free from such artificial restriction as are not
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functioning of the group, and in which group policy is ultimately determined by the will of the
whole people™ .

In context to ancient Indian literature and the origin and existence of democratic republic
states, there are several references in Indian literature. The literature like epic, puranic, classical,
Buddhist and Jainas are abundance with the existence of ancicnt republican states.

As the sources show democracy and representative institution were, however, by no means
cntirely new to India. Existence of some deliberative representative bodies and democratic self
governing institution could be tracked back to as early as the Vedic age®. The institutions- Sabha
and Samiti- mentioned in rigveda, may be said to have contained rudiments of a modern
Parliament. These two institutions were differentiated from each other in their status and
functions. The smiti was the general assembly or house of the people, and the Sabha, a smaller
and select body of elders, broadly corresponding to the Upper House in modern legislatures.
There are enough indication in Vedic texts to suggest that the two bodies were closcly associated
with the affairs of the State and exercised considerable authority, influence and prestige’.

Some of the salient features in the functioning of modem parliamentary democracies — free
discussion and decision by the vote of the majority —are known to have existed. The decision by
the majority was regarded as “inviolable, not be overridden, because where the many meet in an
assembly and speak there with one voice, that voice or vote of majority is not be violated by
other”.® In fact, the foundational principle of ancient Indian society was that the government
should be conducted not by the will of a solitary person, but jointly with the aid of councilors
whosc advice was to be respected. Vedic political theory recognized Dharama as the true
sovereign. And Dharma was not religion but corresponded most closely to the modern concept of
the Rule of Law. Dharma or the Rule of Law was upheld and cnfomad_by
powers of the monarch were limited by the will of the people and th
injunctions of Dharmasastra’. y g A

The King was required to take an oath 1
and to hold in trust the State for achie
While there can be no denying the fact
there were many instances of electivi
and practices were often in-built in the

There is ample historical evi
during the post-Vedic period
as they were known, vested in a
the Executive but also military:
peace and war. Also, the popula
texts provide interesting detai
ancient republics which accor
concepts of “ligalisim and consti
assembly had its speaker called V,
with procedural devices and terms

on, Discussions in the assembly

Quarterly Journal  Peer Reviewe
Indexed JournalReferred Journal
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Committee elected from among the members of the assembly"®

In Budd%u'st literature !ike Angattar Nikaya of Palj Tripitakas, there are references of at
least 16 Mahajanpadas ( Major monarchical States) & 8 non monarchical or republican states

belonged to as old as 6" century B.C. during
list of the names of

these republican states in his book named ‘Hindu Polity’. These republican states are as thus:

the Sakyas, with their capital at Kapilwastu;

the Koliyas of Ramagrama-

the Lichchhavis, with their capital at Vaishali;

the Vidchas, with their capital at Mithila;

the Mallas, with their capital at Kushinagara and at Pava;

the Mauryas of Pippalvana;

the Bulis of Allakappa and

. the Bhaggas etc'?

Siddharath Gautam Buddha, the founder of Buddhism was belonged to aforesaid one of the

republican state namely the Shakyas of Kapilvastu. Though the concept of democracy

popularized in modem era in European world by the European political ‘philosopher but in

context to Indian culture and civilization its very roots are found in ancier Indian political

system belonged to at least as old as 6 century B.C. i e
BUDDHIST MONASTIC ORDER & DEMOCRACY:- As it has been infi
light of Pali literature. The following information regarding B ddhi
prove the consanguinity between Buddhlst H e
Accordingly-The Sangha was open to all
There was no bar of status. Caste hai
Sangha. Inside the Sangha all were
not by birth. As the blessed Lord
like the rivers that fell into the oc
But once the river entered the 0«
became one with the rest. Same
Sangha he became one with the rest 1ik
status: so said the lord", A

Any breach of the vows taken b _

addition to these offences there were certain
were called Snghadisesaecclesiastical offenc
Vianaya Pitaka are thirteen. They are allied to
should be a model person in his mode and man

the Blessed Lord framed a number of Good

Sekhiya Dhamma. They number seventy-fiv
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The enactment of these acts and OMIssions were not a mere formality. They were legal
m substance involving a definite charge, trial and punishment. Not Bhikkhu could be
punished without a trial by a regularly constituted Court. The court was to be constituted by
the Bhikkhus resident at the place where an offence had taken place. No trial could take place
without a proper number of Bhikkus required to constitute a Court. No trial would be legal
without a definite charge. No trial could b legal if it did not take place in the presence of the
accused. No trial could be legal if the accused had not been given the fullest opportunity to
defend himself. The following punishment could be awarded against a guilty Bhikkhu'®:

ISSN No.2394-8426

6] Tarajaniya Karma (warn and Discharge).

(1) Niyasha Karma (declaring insane).

(u1)  Pravrajniya Karma (expulsion from the Sangha).
(iv)  Utskhepniya Karma (boycott).

)

Parivasa Karma (expulsion from Vihar).
Expulsion may be followed by ABBANA KARMA. Abbana Karma means annulment
of dismemberment. It may be followed after granting of Pardon by the Sangha after being
satisfied with the proper performance of Parivasa Karma'®.

There is a reference in Pali literature about a dialogue occurred between Buddha & his
disciple Ananda when an officer from Maghadha visited Buddha on behalf of his king, in
order to know the opinion of lord Buddha regarding the invasion on the republican of the
Vajjians. In this dialogue Buddha explained democratic constitutional set up of the Vaijjians

and directed Ananda too it should follow by the Bhikkhu Sangha for last long on the pattern
of Vajjians political system. Buddha says'’:

1. * So long as the Bhikkhus meet together in full and frequent assemblies:
2. “ So long as they meet together in concord and rise in concord and carry out in concord

the duties of the order (Samgha):

3. “So long as the Bhikkhus shall establish nothing that has not already been prescribed, and
abrogate nothing that has already been established and act in accordance with the rules of
the Samgha now laid down.

4.

“So long as the brethren honour and esteem and revere and support the Elders, the Father
and the Leaders of the Samgha, and hold it a point of duty to hearken to their words
5. "So long as the brethren fall not under the influence of that craving; .
“So long as the brethren delight in a life of s el
“ So long as the brethren so train their minds..

“So long the Bhikkhus may not be expected to dec ne b
The history of the birth of the Buddhist Samgha is of the N
order in the world. This history, therefore, of the birth of the religious rothcrhood
Buddha from the constitutional womb of the Indian Republi is 1l nl
country, but to the world at large.'* :

o

It was a case of borrowing, no doubt, but at the same tlme,lh
behind it which only a great mind could conceive. The originality
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the constitution of a political corporation to religion, and conjuring up an organization to
perpetuate the being of that religion. '

Findings :
Buddha not only organized his monastic order on the pattern of ancient republican state but
also democratic ideals he made compulsory as a chicf principle in his order. As we know
these democratic ideals arc justice, liberty, equality & fratemity, the same were adopted in
the constitution of India and they arc exhibited in the Preamble of the Constitution of India™.
In this regard while giving explanation on the significance of these democratic ideals, Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar says in the constituent Assembly in his concluding speech thus:
“Political democracy cannot last unless their lies at the base of it social democracy. What
does social democracy mean? It means a way of life which recognized liberty, equality, and
fraternity which are not to be treated as separate items in a trinity. They from a union of sense
that to divorce one from the other is to defeat the very purpose of democracy. Liberty cannot
be divorced from equality; equality cannot be divorced from liberty. Nor can liberty and
equality be divorced from fraternity”'. All aforesaid justification and explanation show that
there is consanguinity between democracy and Buddhist monastic order. In short Buddhist
monastic organization was a small replica of democracy in fact.
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ABSTRACT :

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a great Indian patriotic,
ratfonalist, thinker, philosopher and an architect of modern
Indic. He wos a great intelligent and intellectual man of the
20" century in the world. His contribution to national |
Bdevelopment is very visionary and important. The feeling of
Brationalism has been extensively responsible for many changes
Bin the governments, state boundaries and formation of new
ulture in the world. The concept of “Nation” has given rise to
IBationality’ and “Nationalism’. Nation Is derived from Latin
ord “ Natio” or “Natus”, which means ‘birth’, Nation means the people born of a common stock or a family.

yn this way, the nation is generally understood as a people bound by a common language, religion, territory,
ulture and common aspirations. Only possess g feeling of oneness and unity.

e ——

EYWORDS : ANationality, Nationalism, Nation, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Constitution, Casteism,
ommunalism, republic india.

INATIONALISM VIEW OF DR. AMBEDKAR:-

Dr. Ambedkar had given definition of Nationality according to him, “Nationality is a social feeling. It
Is a feeling of a corporate sentiment of oneness, which makes those who are changed with it feel that they
are kith and kin.,” *
Really Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s definition of Nationality is very different than others definition. Its
‘Rdefinition is a real sense. Nationality is depends on people’s social feeling. Dr. Ambedkar also explain, what
fis nationalism? He said, “The principle of self-determination expresses the desire of a people united by
fcommon ideals and common purposes to decide, without external compulsion; its political status, whether
independence, interdependence or union with other peoples of the world. This is called nationalism.” ? His
,ﬁ/iews on nation, nationality and nationalism, were very clear. He wanted to create a national unity in the
country. He said, “ | am of opinion that the most vital need of the day is to create among the mass of the
people the sense of a common nationality the feeling not that they are Indians first and Hindus,

otta e i

Some people say, | am not satisfied with that | do not
slightest way affected by any competitive loyalty whethe
Culture or out of our language. | want all people to be Indi
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WISE OCCU ENCE ELEPY ASIS PA HI
GENDER : RAENCE OF HANTI PATIENTS wIT NOSI\AANAQAD DISTRICT _______-—_‘_-‘-‘;
thﬂa]lSlll was rEmalkably ratlDr‘ I

i i is na

a staunch nationalist. His ' : ‘
w3:1 rehend his concept of nationalism. According to Dr-‘ Ambedker‘ |
comp the existence of the existence of that tie of kiHShip | -

itari is, | tive to
humanitarian. It is, impera ' o
i f kind, awareness : . ; ;

Nationality means, consciousness o0 ,V i e e natlona’“w. l‘
ms of untouchable peoples because they didn’t allowed to ente:'nde

5 Thus his approach of nationality was vc:
E -

sanskrit, Not allowed to enter temple, Not allowed to drink wate,

’ jjltcm

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
com

Dr. Ambedkar solved many Prob
hair cutting saloon, not al.lowed . :]eardrlmand separate electorate for the Depressed Class peoples i 4
frorcany wells; lakes; ponds.‘ i de during 1930-32. But Mahatma Gandhi opposed to this demang ang
Round Table ‘O"rere”‘:f hj:;;’: ﬁ‘,’,’; i) Award; on 20" Sept. 1932 at Pune. Dr. Ambedkar 1,0
Staded' e Umcc;ed:?;i]nt electorate with reserved seats from among the total Hindu seats. The Poona-py a5
Cons”amﬁjzaon ;m September 1932 and the issue was any how solved although under undue Pressurg lay
:ﬂ,as”::;r:)cart of Babasaheb Ambedkar. “The argument that separate eiectorate's prevent sol-idarity was thirea
result of confused thinking.” ¢ He had to relinquish separalte electorate which wa_s obtained only afte i)
putting in great efforts for the cause of nation. However, being a man of reason, msdqm, humanism ap, ind!
nationalism could not go to extreme point. He had great respect for democratic values. His endorsement Ofrmis
Poona-pact is @ monumental testimony to this fact. The majority Congress honoured by electing him as it
member of the Constituent Assembly. He fully devoted all his intellectual and physical capacities even at th
cost of his health. As the chief architect of the Constitution India, he produced the best of the Constitution
in the world. He had graciously worked as the Law minister of India. Thus, he came down from the stage ofy
struggle to co-operation for the sake of national interests. Undoubtedly, he co-operated the British in th,
matter of solving certain problems before the nation. He co-operated to the British Government but it was in
nation’s interest. There was no selfish motto in that co-operation. Dr. Ambedkar was for integration of a?‘
the Indian States with India. He thought that federal units should not have power to secede from India3

There should be a strong Central Government. In this way, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar visualised a sovereig

socialist secular Democratic Republic of India. ]
NATIONALISM AND HUMAN VALUES:- P
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a great protagonist of human values, which he borrowed from Lord.
Goutam Buddha, Mahatma Kabir and Mahatma Jyotiba Phule.” In present India is on right way despite thg
presence of unsocial and undemocratic forces in the society; the credit could be given to ConstitutionaB.
alism, regionalism and unreason are on rise-

values, Although the forces of Casteism, Communalism, Capit;
proved a great contribution by Babasaheb!O.

they are being subsided by only constitutional values. Thus its
Ambedkar to the growth of nationalism. His nationalism is moderate and rational not a extreme type, Hel.

a{wa}ls,‘}p'?osec' fascist ideology. He always fevers for peaceful co-existence and justice without an
discrimination in caste, creed, language, religion, sex or Nationality. Dr. Ambedkar believes in the United-2-
Nations Organization but the malady of the world today is “militant nati m of different people which is
ey of universal peace.” * o, he felt that the extreme nationalism ous to Universd

Peace. He contemplates the need of adjustment between nati He said, ‘I
ogether” *

EF

uwrtu Kuber, “!ﬁatiqnalism in relation to a nation, should be base
nity am_:l nationalism in relation to inter-nationalism should'
community and country,” 0
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he desire of a people united by
| status, whether

Dr. Babasaheb said, “The principal of self-determination expresses t 25
" # common ideals and common purposes to decide, without external compulsion; itsigimlltlca
independence or union with other peoples of the world. This is called Nationalism”.

# concLusion
In this way it's conclude that Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s vital

B India are manifested in his stubborn endeavours as a great freedom f
SB \vas a true nationalist. Dr. D.R. Jatav observes that, “ No sensible person, should
. play the one-sided role of B.G. Tilak, the social Tory; the compromising role of G.K.
# moderate; the confusing role of M.K. Gandhi, the conservative-radical; the disruptive ro ;
S8 reactionary communalist, the ambitious role of J.L. Nehru, the visionary idealist; the opportuni

jagjivan Ram, the Gandhian disciple; and roles as played by the representatives of the landlords, pr
he role of a liberator and saviour. He had a

contributions for the development of
ighter, true nationalist. pr. Ambedkar
have expected Ambedkar to
Gokhale, the liberate
le of MLA. Jinnah the
stic role of
inces and

1 andl.
nt ng industrialist, during the national struggle. Ambedkar’'s role was t e
OO% mission; no political ambition for himself. He had nothing in mind except the social deliverance, politica
w12

afeguards and human rights, for the untouchables.
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Adokan Epigraphs with Reference to the Directive
principles of State Policy and Fundamental Duties

N Ashwaveer W. Gajbhiye and
| - Chandrashekhar S Patil

yduction

The scholars of Adokan epigraphy are well acknowledged that the Adokan edicts
sngraved on the surface of rocks-rugged or prepared, on stone slabs, on smooth and
shed surface of stone pillars as well as on the wall of rock-cut caves. His Edicts

be.classified as Major Rock Edicts, Separate Rock Edicts, Minor Rock Edicts,
ir Edicts and Cave Inscriptions. These Inscriptions are found in Brahmi,
cgshthi, Greek and Aramic’scripts and are in Prakrit, Aramic and Greek languages.!
also well acknowledged that Adokan epigraphs have been engraved, broadly, for
yolitical, religious and moral purpose in public proclamation for/summurm bonum
-der 10 carry through pro bono publico. |
If anyone goes through Asokan epigraphs through lengih and breadth in context
1d out the contents of the epigraphs they would have found the Constitutional Law
ne of the subject matters gix‘ren in the inscriptions. It is @ different thing that
her there was in vogue of a deliberate, concrete and codified Constitutional Law
ig Asoka's rule as constituted, adopted and enacted from a competent constitutional

as has been observed in the modem era. It is in doubt. But at the same fime no-
would say that the same did not exist in any form completely.

vance of the subject

As far as this paper is concerned in context to the Directive Principles of State

iy and Fundamental Duties in the Constitution of India, one may see a mere
seration to carry out comparison between Agokan epigraphs and the Constitutional

of India. It is because Agokan inscriptions are so ancient as far as more than 2200

old and the Constitution of India is merely sixty nine years old. Such a person

also arise a question that how it is possible to compare between the Constitutional ‘
of modern India which is a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Republic and Democr atic -
with a Monarchical State that belonged to far ancient era. Suc
tional. It is because, the king Asoka, who was a third
yan dynasty, was neitner the representative and head of an;
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government 101 he was a upholder of the same. But no one could deny that he was
t‘; ¢ strong upholder and promulgator of Welfare State. Iis State is the earliest example
of Welfare State on record in the whole history of India. And the second most
important thing which is to be taken into consideration is that in any Sovereign,
‘Socialist, Secular, Republic and Democratic country, the foremost objective is to have
a Welfare State. Directive Principles of State Policy and Fundamental Duties of citizens” -~
are part of any country to be a Welfare State. That is why the comparison between
"Asoka's epigraphs and the Constitutional Law of India is possible. The foremost aim
of this paper is to justify the same thing and nothing else. However the discussion in
this paper is confined to the Directive Principles of State Pblicy and Fundamental a
Duties of the citizens exclusively.

bl e wr a1l e

Contents of AsSokan epigraphs and the Constitutional Law _

King Asoka says in his pillar Edict-V "......chaff must not be set on fire along with
the living beings in it. Forest must not be set on fire either wantonly or for the
destruction of life. The living must not be fed with the living."?

In his Pillar Edict-VTI, king Adoka says: "on the high roads too banyan trees were
caused to be planted by me that they might give shade to (beasts) cattle and men,
mango - gardens were caused to be planted and wells were caused to be d'ug by me
at each half-kos, rest houses were caused to be built, many watering stations were
caused to be established by me, here and there, for the comfort of (beasts) cattle and

Jmen."™ _

Alike safeguard of forest and wild life, king Asoka, abandoned slaughter of
animals and enacted laws against animal killings. For this purpose he issued ordinance
and directed to his respective officers for the implementation of his order. In this regard
he says in his Major Rock Edict-I (Girnar Text) - "(B) here no living beiqg must be
killed and sacrificed (C) and no festival meetings must be observed."

In the same inscription he imported ba;
royal kitchen. He also advocated for the p
animal everywh-re in his domain, as well as
they are needful. Similarly he also advocat
bearing trees.5 In this regard we have, Major R.

V. wherein he condemned killing of animals, In
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: gict-11 (Girnar Text) is thus: "Everywhere within the D flos ”
o . acious Majesty the King, and likewise among the fr 'Oma'm of his Sacred ang
andyas, the Satiyaputras, the Greek King, Antiochos ';n;'dgeS' Su’c‘n as the Ché}ag,
pe neighbours of that Antiochus-everywhere have Belen 1';119?-1053 Kings, too, who are
| ;fBCiOU.S majesty, two kinds of medical treatment for men a:;uted._by this sacred and
' ey did not exist.

/ Roots also, and fruits, have been caused to be imported and to b
a nher . ] i g e
sverywhere wherever they did not exist. On the roads, wells also have been’ ey
= L=
se dug and trees caused to be planted for enjoyment of men and beast"” o=

Regarding non Killings, t%w text of his Major Rock Edict-.I (Shahbajgarhi Text)

is thus:-

Here (at Pataliputra or in my domain) not a single living creature should be

slaughtered .j:md sacrificed, nor should any Samaja® be held, for His Sacred and
Gracious Majesty observed much. objection in such Samaja.™

-King Agoka, in his Pillar Edict-V, gives the list of creatures, of these must not

be killed, branded, castrated on some special days.'

It is a fact that human being used to obtain and satisfy their basic needs for
medicine and alike rom environment.

livelihood, e.g. food, grain, ‘clothes, shelters,
Secondly, it is also a truth that since human being is the most intelligent creature on

the earth, he is the largest consumer of nature and natural resources, that is why it is

not only the fundamental but moral duty of the human being to protect and conserve
environment. King Asoka did so and advocated for the same. It comes 10 know from
the subject matter megtioned in his edicts regarding {tie-safeguard of forest promoting

and strengthening social forestry, and the safeguard of living being. It seems SO from
his edicts that king Ado this fact and also consciencely in

1ca was fully conscious of
advance and hence he had issued such kinds of ordinances and direptions in lex_loci
through his edicis. 3

to compare his Directives

If we have
to the Constitutional law of India, here are, Article
India, in Part-L, under the Directive Principles of S

for protection and improvement of envtronment"’_;"an"‘d
life, have been made. This Article says-

in his inscriptions regarding <0
J Am the” Constituti
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"The state shall endeavour to protec

L and improvC th .
e
safeguard the forests and wild life"1t . environment ang to

Alike, in Part IV-A, under Fundamenta] Duties, in the Constitution of Ingj
same has been given in Article 51-A(g), where it is said that "It shall he the dla’ g
every citizen of India - to protect and improve the natural environment inclztc:'l;' .
forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to have compassion for living creatures, "2 Aiﬁ
in Article 48, under the Directive Principles of State Policy, it is said - "The stf;te shali*~
endeavour in particular, to take sfeps- for preserving and improving the breads and
prohibiting the slaughter of cows and calves and other milch and Jdrought catﬂ:;."13

Here, interestingly, it is noticeable that the subject of environment, forest, and of
wild life etc. coincidently and surprisingly found in both the royal provisions into
Asoka's epigraphs and in the Constitution of India, almost in the same manner. Orly,
the difference between them is that the Constitutional provisions made or suggested in
the Constitution of India, are confined within the geo-political territory of India whereas
king Asoka's provisions, made or suggested by himself are not only for the territory

-under his domain but also for, and beyond the border of his domain and for the weal f
of whole living being recognizing salus populi est suprema lex.

LA ST O S T E i C

AL

Article. 49, under Directive Principles of State Policy, has provision for the
protection of monument and objects of national importance.!4 Coincidently we have an
inscription of king Asoka, of which contents are concerning to the Article 49, regarding
the protection of monuments and places and objects of a national importance. King
Asoka, mentioned in such one commemorative Pillar Inscription 1T i.e., Nigliva or
Nialisagar Pillar Inscription - : s

worshipped (this spot) (and) caused (a stone pille

_ From the contents of this inscription follo“fing_
. be drawn- - |

1. There was a tradition or practice of construcﬁn’
king Asoka himself. The stupa of Buddha Konakamani
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[ (o the renovation or reconstruction of the
"

(ot

Same as king Agoka considered
ple. 1o enlarged that stupa o double of its or

ginal size on or after 14th regnal

1
_.:Ill-“

y;_-‘{].r-
2. He visited the same site second time on or after 20th re

gnal year. He offered
his reverened, worshipped this spot and erected g stone pillar.

3. Though, then, there would not have been in vo
nationality, king Adol:a has taken this site as important
endeavoured to protect the same. This is the earliest e
history of India to protect historical sites,

gue the concept of nation and
and enlarged the stupa and has
xample of its kind in the whole

Article 31, under Directive Principles of State Policy has provisions for the
promotion of international peace and security. Accordingly the state shall endeavour
to maintain just and honourable relations between nations.'® As has been classified
earlicr in ancient age, there was neither the concept of nation or nationality in vogue.
However no scholar of Agokan history could deny that king Asoka had endeavoured
to establishing peace among the countries at his best. In his Major Rock Edict-XTI,
(Shahabazgarhi Text) Adoka clearly mentioned his global policy where he described

the consequences of war, as well as his abandonment from unnecessary war policy and
advocated conquest by love.\”

As a part of his political and religious policy, king Asoka wanted to esfablish
common brotherhood, co-ordinal relation among the different countries in order to
establish world peace. Certainly he would have been the first ruler in the history of
ancient world, who endeavoured for international peace and security.

Perhaps the most important thing which king Agoka has done during this reign
is that the provisions regarding rights of men or citizens. This is the most revolutionary
step which has been taken by him in the whole history of India in context to judicial

~ and political philosophy. In modern era it is rec gnized that the concept ghts of

Adoka. In his context we have Pillar Ed.lct-IV H

"The Rajukas have been placed by me over i
(administration of) law or justice has been made by
so that the Rajukas assigned, and without being ¢
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octs for the revurence of Brahmanas and Shramanas in his Major Rock Edict.ry
v X, X1, XIL, Piller Edict-VII, etc. In this context ; ’

the content in the Major Rock Edict

1] is enough considerable are credible.

12.
13,
14,
i5.
16.
17.
18.
19,
20.

21,

T op. 19,
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Abstract

¢xcellence role with men. Notwithstand

in
h

g surpassing contribution of women in cvery sphere of
uman civilization, Vedic-Brahman sacr

osanct law boycotted women from the Main Stream of
Indian culture and civilization, This law

divorced women’s natural rights and left them to live in
seclusion confined to domestic work only.

i, broke the walls of the thralldom of
women and paved the way for the betterment of them in every sphere of life. As far as the Indiap

history is concerned, Lord Buddha Shakyamuni is the first known historical ennoble figure who
recognized the equal importance of women in human civilization and of their natural rights.
Buddha not only recognized women’s natural rights and equal importance but also His Noble
One and Enlightened and Awakened One Buddha avail them an opportunity to enten into the
Monastic Order of His Dhamma as a Buddhist nuns (Bf =

with male monks.

If anyone ransacks the history and literature of )

several names of revered and famous Upasikas and the names of thkhums who have

played their great role in the development of Buddhism. By th t contribution in

Buddhism their memories have been immortalized in the coun

and history along with in the memorials in a Stupa as we found
on a bank of river Niranjana near Buddha Gaya. The object of this
of such Bhikkhunis and Upasikas who have contributed greatl;'i-ﬁ
during Buddha’s period. . :
Keywords: Bhikkhuni, Upasika, Sangha, Shakyamuni B
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Introduction
Male and female are th
c i N et 0 i
i wo wheels of a chariot of human civilization. Both have equal
credit in the development of human civilization. In e
Hence role wi . . very respect women have played par
exce ¢ role with men. Notwithstanding surpassing contributi f o
sman civilization. Vedic.fral ution of women in every sphere of
4 , ic-Bra an sz aviet Ta
o ) o rahman sacrosanct law boycotted women from the main stream of
ndian culture and civilization, i i ’ .
| i ation. This law divorced women’s natural rights and left them to live in
seclusion confined to domestic work only.

It was for the first time, Lord Buddha Shakyamuni, broke the walls of the thralldom of
women and paved the way for the betterment of them in every sphere of life. As far as the Indian
history is concerned, Lord Buddha Shakyamuni is the first known historical ennoble figure who
recognized the equal importance of women in human civilization and of their natural rights.
Buddha not only recognized women’s natural rights and equal importance but also His Noble
One and Enlightened and Awakened One Buddha avail them an opportunity to enter into the
Monastic Order of His Dhamma as a Buddhist nuns (Bhikkhunis) and teachers as par excellence
with male monks.

If anyone ransacks the history and literature of Buddhism they would have found the

several names of revered and famous Upasikas (lay women followers) and the names of

venerable Bhikkhunis who have played their great role in the development of Buddhism. By the

dint of their great contribution in Buddhism their memories have been immortalized in the

countless pages of Buddhist literature and history along with in the memorials in a Stupa as we

found today “Sujata Ghar” constructed on a bank of river Niranjana near Buddha Gaya.

the work of such Bhikkhunis and Upasikas who

Buddha’s period.

by all historians, indologists,
i g s the founder and

The object of this paper is to highlight
have contributed greatly in the development of Buddhism during

Early Phase: It is universally and unanimously recognized
hists and archaeologists that Lord Buddha Sh:
s birth name was Siddharth Gauta
amaya or Mayadevi. St
Kapilvastu. Traditionally
dhahood. His'

philologists, epigrap.
promulgator of Buddhism. Hi
Suddhodana and mother’s name was Mah
Shakyan clan and was a king of small kingdom of

Prince Siddharth was a Bodhisattva before attaining Bud
Purnima day (full Moon night).' Queen Mat

year 563 BCE on the Vaishakh
on became Buddha. So queen.

giver to Bodhisattva Siddharth® who later

— =
Referced and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776
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(tva Siddharth cannot be igaored. AS & matie,
dhisattv

f Bodhisattva gijddharth.
{ r of Bodhisattva Siddharth wag dieg
{ Mahamay

ing away queen Mah
? Ir'uliiionully before passin amayy had
: Imprajapati Gautami." She was the second rq al
anay

devolved the responsibility of her child "}jn haya’s sister- In this way Mahaprajapati Ga\ltamj
as M’ 111 c " - %
1S utam. She carried out prince Slddhanhss

VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - 1V - OCTOBER - D
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - 5730 - IMPA

contribution regarding giving birth t0 Bo ‘
) the birth 0

: ist £ Buddhism begins witl
fact the history o il

Second important thing is tha

after a week of the birth of Siddharth.

queen of king Suddhodana as well

5 . o Qiddharth Ga
became the foster mother of child prince Siddhart
y cou

e. unassuming and blithesome as wej; %
, un.

deny that prince Siddharth
care and nourishment up to he was grown up- Nobod e ¥ ould
: ; te, reliabl
have been moulded as an amiable, considerate,
. uecen Mahamaya prov :
diligent on account of his foster mother’s nourishment. Though g ya proved birg,
g autami proved the alma mater for him

- . G
iver to Bodhisattva Siddharth, Queen Mahaprajapati _
N ’ n his epoch making book “The Buddhg,

beyond any doubt, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar mentioned 1

And His Dhamma’ that prince Siddharth’s childhood was marked by the presence of suprem,
sense of compassion.’ In this context we cannot deny the contribution of the noble teaching ang

nourishment of his foster mother.
Prince Siddhartha Gautama got married with the lady named Yashodhara when he was of

sixteen years of age.® When he was of twenty-nine years old he renounces his worldly life ang
became Parivrajaka.” When he had been ordained into asceticism he was never disturbed or left
obstacles in his ways either by his mother queen Mahaprajapati or his wife Yashodhara. They
both well cooperated him. After taking parivraja Bodhisattva Siddharth wandered for six years.
Once he was sitting under a Banyan tree he was offered with rice milk by a lady named Sujata
s recognized that on account of the

eshed and ready to attained
na was not Enlightened and
ojapati Gautami, his

who was a daughter of Senani of Uruvella.® Traditic
food offered by Sujata Bodhisattva Siddharth
Buddhahood after a short while. Still Bodhisattva:
Awakened One.” Mahamaya the birth giver to him, his fos

wife Yashodhara and Sujata who offered food to him wefe'm‘
nor Bhikkhunis by then. Could anybody deny the contrib

carly phase of life Buddha's life span? Off course, not!
Shakyamuni Buddha’s history cannot be written without men ONir
ladies whose have great contribution in Buddha’s life -

ENG
i
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L - - com
After Promulpntion of Budithism- Bodhisay
% BOE on fall moon day off Vaishakha and becam

fi e (ol Teee) The place of s

va Siddharth Gautam got Enlightenment in

¢ Buddha while meditating beneath Indian
l:nhghlcrmmnt was the bank of river

ron. on the fu)) moon
Shakyamim proulated His Dhamma.tie
.~ ] = :

Niranjana near
e U chl.m wo months late SaECIaHe

villag day of Asadha at Samath Lord Buddha
way of good |y

. , 'ng for the weal of living being and
- e Onder-the Sungh (Monastic upgnnizmim) of His

Dhamma !
Iitally thens Was t appearance of women in His Oy

it the Onter as Bhikkhunis. The st CLY T — Geatinnting s
conducted  Vawshali at Ruthagara Hall o Nigrodhrama. The firg lady was ro
\Mahaprapatt Gautami the toster mother of Lord Buddha Shakk yamuni who ordained as
aikihn e presence of Buddha himself and Ven. Ananda. Second lady was Yeshodhara
adda Kaccana, [ord Buddha himself
Other five-hundreg Shakyan women

ahaprajapati Gautami and Yashodhary.
These Bhikkhunis were instructed by Ven. Nandak one of the disciple of the Blessed One '

As in context to the admission in the Sangha, the Sangha was open to all. There was no
bar of caste. there was no bar of gender, and there was no bar of status. Caste

Siddharth Gauiania’s W e who after ordination nameg as Bh

DI . ] )

raucht them the Dhanun, the Doctrine, and the Discipline.
2

alsa entered into the Order as Bhikkhunis followed by M

had no place in the
Sangha. Social status had no place in the Sangha. Inside the Sangha all were equal. Inside the

Sengha rank was regulated by worth and not by birth as the Lord Buddha said the Sangha was
like the ocean and the Bhikkhus were like the rivers that fell into the ocean. The river has it’s
separate name and separate existence. It becomes one with the rest. Same is the case with the
Sangha. When a Bhikkhu entered the Sangha he became one with the rest like the water of the

ocean. He lost his caste. He lost his status: so said the Buddha. The only distinction observed
inside the Sangha was that of gender. The Bhikkhu Sangha was separated in its organization
from the Bhikkuni Sangha." N R

As Lord Buddha’s Sangha was open to all, there were entered f

all castes and sections of the society. Pracruti a Chandalika was g .
Bhikichuni by Lord Buddha at Jetavan in Shravasti. As the various ar
contributed greatly in Buddhism in context to propagation in India
Bhikkhunis also did. On account of their great contribution in Buddh

book in Pali literature on the life and her deeds of Bhikkhunis, Thm
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work is known as ‘Therigatha’. In Therigatha there are collectior.is of S:VGI::::}::;E:::;}:::HS
in five-hundred twenty-two sayings in total number. Theri.gatha't is a co iBCY oy Sumanee
biographies of Bhikkhunis. It consisted with Ven. Mahaprajapati Gautami, dra, U X
Khema, Sumedha, Shaila who were belonged to royal familics. Ven. Bha m’. -PEShama,
Sundarnanda, Tishya, Sinha, Dhira, efc... were belonged to warrior clan. Ven. R'Ohml,.Sllndaﬁ,
Mugqta, Nanda, Soma, Uttama, Upchala, Maitrika, etc... were belonged to Brahmin far-mly. Ven.
Dhammadina, Bhadrakundalkesa, Sujata, Patachara, Chitra, Purna, etc... were belanpiig s rich
family. Ven.- Amrapali, Abhaymata, Vimala, ctc... were belong to 001.111 dan.cer. During
Buddha’s period Ven. Shaila, Soma, Nanda, Uttara, Patachara, Gautami, Purnika, Rohin;,
Sundri, Subha and Sumedha contributed greatly in propagation of Buddhisim. Pali literature i
abundance in the biographies of great Buddhist ladies like Amrapali, Vishakha and Dhanangajj
who were great benefactors of Buddhism." _

And lastly it is well known fact that Sanghmitra a daughter of greatest Buddhist emperor
Asoka had went to Sri Lanka in order to propagate Buddhism among the women of Srj Lanka, 1t
is also historical fact that she had carried away with her a branch of Bodhi Tree from Buddha
Gaya to Sri Lanka and it was planted at Anuradhapur the ancient capital of Sri Lanka. The very
same Bodhi Tree is still alive in Anuradhapur which is the genuine historical cvidence of the
Bhikkhunis contribution in the propagation of Buddhism. Sanghamitra and Charumati both
daughters of émperor Ashoka had been ordained into Budc -as Bhikkhunis. Sanghamitra’s
working land was Sri Lanka while Charumati’s working land ' '
Conclusions

L. Prior to the Buddha’s age there was not equality betwe % | female in social and
public life. It was denied by Vedic-Brahman domjnatéd
2. Shakyamuni Buddha was the first person who'allowe‘d e
footing with monks. |
3. However nobody could deny that hig mother MahamaYé,
Gautami, his wife Yashodhara, and Sujata who offereq him
contributed greatly towards Buddha,

4. It is because of the Buddha’s loving kindnesg Buddhist nuns

and prepared there place in the human civilization g importan,
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