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Teaching English Poetry inL}tL3 Mix Abilit)' Classrc'om w ith

the Module based on four Basic Skills

Sudesh )I.8. Bh -rr'r rtc

Abstract : Teaching of English poetry is both difficult and delightful task for a te;;' :: --

difficult for comprehension level of LZ1L3learners in a mixed ability class which r! '' --:-
from a good learrier to a slow leamer. Once the students attain its comprehensiu-n- '*-: '

started e-njoyirg it with its rhythm and rhymes. Teaching in- the mix ability classro:: .'

entirely depending upon the teaching modules, teachers' level of patience and his teach:-'

plan. ihe objective of teaching poetry is ought to be achieved by the teacher which_makes

teaching learning most effectiu" fro* the students point of view' The effective teaching ci

poetry irelps crJation of learning environ in classroom. The present pap_er explores the

p.oUt"1nr in teaching English po"1ry inL2lL3 mix ability classroom and effective teaching

modules for poetry. attqttt. present paper is based on the project assignment presented and

submitted Uy tt e" author in brientati,o, p.og.u**e of HRDC, RTM Nagpur University,

Nagpur.

Key Words : L2lL3 Learners, ELT, good learner, slow learner, teaching modules, teaching

plan, objectives of poetry, images, figure of speech, listening, reading, writing, recitation,

accent, rhyme, rhythms, comprehension, group discussions, etc

Introduction : Teaching poetry is the most delighting task for a teacher in English

classroom. The obviout ."utort are the scope of interpreting poem, learning of new

vocabulary with rhythm and rhyme, emotions involved and creation of light atmosphere in

the classr6om. toetry is an art so also teaching it in English classroom. Both teacher and

students enjoy poem with the progress of the vision through images and figures presented b1

the poet. fir."rot. of teacher is very important here especiallf in L2lL3 situations to help the

students with visualizing those images-and realizng its musicai sense. The task of teaching

English poem becomes lifficult to LZtl,Z learners because of its context and images used b1

thJpoet. Therefore, teacher basically needs to help them in comprehension of poems u ith

prouidirg them a rightful context and meaning. With the teaching of poetry a teacher

achieves some important targets as:

1. Make the students enjoY the Poem

2. Creation of light teaching-learning environment

3. Gaining of functional vocabulary and Comprehension

4. perfection ofPronunciation and accent through the recitation

While devbloping comprehension: a shift of student's thought process frtrm their

own language to the targe-t language is important especially inL2lL3 situations' Teachrng of

poetry h"elps-in stimulattg the shift of thought process in English. "The flexibilin of poetic

g.rr."r provides EFlteachers with oppo.tlrriry 1o involve learners recalling and recounting

i".rorui experiences, to develop in their learners mental images while processing or

producing language, io help leamers to develop an L2 inner voice while producing and

torrrprenJndin! Unguage, to engage learners in Kinesthetic activities, and to help learners to
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rssues in L21tr3 *rir Abfllitr classruom situations: Students in L2/L3 mix ability
classroom especial\'in-rcdonal languages-found English u, oim"* subject. During lasttwo important exminmims Le- ssc-and HSC many ortrr"r. students prepared this subjectmerely to pa&s tre esminatfrm- Some of them passed the same examination in multipleattempts dne to Fngli$ m\: therefore, they dweloped disinierestedness for the subject.when thel'rea* firs ladder of high€r iucation, tuu appro*n1f these students remains thesame as befme- I@ emer Fmglish classroom with no enthusi*s*, some of them opt not toattend thls pticuta le$eme The grammar which was fle issue of their previous failuresagxin occupies nil4nr pcldcn fo ftst two years of graduation, therefore, these sfudentsysyly de$doPs pmsnme- Although sessions of-poetry, uhort ,tory and situationalFnglish ma& fte chnsrom eurtnmment rigry ho pi;;;g 

-activities 
with the hprp ofteaching module rEqnir€s sffieieut times ana i-nr**e"G these modules in utt*g.classroom brought ditrerem difficuhies befme teachers.

develop an idiosyncratic r ersion of a rext., ' ( Khatib 2013: pl91) It is an observed fact thatthe vocabulary gained br- s.n:derrs throu gh the poetry remains functional to the student andlong lasts its impressions, \lar :e :i1e task of teaching of English poetry in L2lI-3 situationis not that easy but it cerrainh.hel cs in der-eloping students curiosity in learning English aswell as raising their com::;:t evel effectively
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students in Indim cl8soms from tfoe previous grades developed a habit of pickinglings.as -te 
response to a questim from &e eomprehensiin exercise. They found it difficultto gir their response in tteir oxa words. Thereforf pr"purirg sfudents for annualexamination on the hasis of &ese lessons and poems 

"orr*i, urother large amount of timeres€rl'ed for classroom asrivities. A weil known curture of di"t;i;;;;il"";#;;tj."t i,anolher area of discussion. stug:nts eesily attracted towards bazan notes in case teacherdidn't pror-ide the sarne due to his eugag;ents with the live classroom. Stirdentsrfound ax'q ffit xith the help of bazaar notes not to attend .turr..; ii"."for., they remain awayfro{n tre real tanguage learning classroom situations.

FCIn basic skills.i.e- Iistening speaking, reading and writing .o,ild b" learn throughthe propa implementation of leac[in! moaiies f"r h.,.y and prose. poetry certainlybrough a li&t enviro-nment and happiiess to studentr-or". they received the meaning ofpoem in progre$sion- Therefore, teachers also lovere""hidp-;d,,;il;lirri"rill,r,"i.
goal oftear*ring four basic skils especially in trr" *i* 

"Li-riti 
Jrlir.oorio. 

-- ----^- ""E

objective of reachiug poetry: Teaching- poetry in Engrish crassroom has murtipreadvantagm of its osn. It certainiy helps develops teacher-stuients bondiag and attachment.There are c€rtdn gEreral objectives *hile teaching iu English Jassrooms, according to Dr.R. A. Sharma they are as folbus: 
o - --v^vg vr 

r,l. To mable snnfuts to apprmiate fte beauty, rhSme and
4yle oftte poem-

2. To effible pupil to read aloud the poem with proper
rfty$ms and iutsnatim-

3. To enabre studefits undqstand the thought and imagination
contained in the poenn.

Dr
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Ilr
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tt;nal to the sfudent and
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n rn learning English as

tt L2L3 mix ability
;ui: subject. During last
rs prepared this subject
)\::nLnation in multiple
rej:;ss for the subject.
:se srudents remains the
a-,:1- ,lithem opt not to
' I:eir prer,ious failures
er:i;re" these students
: _iton' and situational

'itres tith the help of
;e modules in a large

.-,:ed a habit of picking
f:er found it difficult
r -itudents for annual
:r l:rse amount of time
,--i notes on subject is
:-.Ies in case teacher

c,:l Srudents found a
lra. thev remain away

:culd be learn through
:..se. Poetry certainly
:etled the meaning of
,g ards achieving their
:1.

sSr-0orr has multiple
r::ns and attachment.
::s. according to Dr.

4. To enable student to enjoy recitation, individual or ci.::-.
' of the poem.

5. To train the emotions of students

6. To create a love for English literature in them

7. To develop their aesthetic sense through poetry'

(Sharma 2005: p303)

Though the learning of wordp and phrases is considered as incidental or-,1.. :-- ' -

L2lL3learner's poetry becomes effective means to learn new words and their usa-ee-. l'1'-

poems left deep impression on students mind for a longer period in their life. Thrcu;, -*--

image buildin! out of the learned vocabulary students retain difficult words arl; . r

-.urirgr easily. They remember some lines and phrases with its effective meaning or sri=
images of the poem helps utilize new vocabulary in different context. The present rvriters"

intention while tei'ching poetry in English classroom is to create light environment c;

teaching-learning and to create maximum possibilities to bring down the student's phobia

towards English.

What is Poetry? : Since we are dealing with the teaching poetry in English classroom, it is

taken in the classroom activity to understand its meaning and various aspects and enjoying

the aesthetic beauty. From the time period unknown to human being poetry delights

generations. Music of poetry and rhythms make oneself dance. Thoughts of poetry make

some cry and laugh. For P. B. Shelley 'poetry is the expression of thought'. For William

Hazlitt, poetry is 'the language of imagination and the passion'. (Hudson 1913:p83) Thomas

Carlyle considered poetry as the musical thought. William Wordsworth defines poetry as,

'spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings'. (Hudson 1913:p83) Mathew Arnold considers

'poetry as the criticism of life'. (Hudson 1913:p83)

Developing Comprehension of Poetry: When one claim to understand the poetry, here

he/she receives and visualizes the series of images and pictures depicted in the poetry.

Through these images various figures of speech symbols, signs, musical effects from

rhythms and thoughts develops his/her understanding. He grasps the gist of the poems out of

all such means. Students also need to train to understand such images. While teaching

poetry English classroom could be transformed into a rvorkshop for L2lL3 learners as a

group activity. A well prepared teaching plan and module *'ith respect to the different

poems is required to be implemented by a teacher.

Teaching Module,for Poem: An effective teaching module covers all important objectire

of teaching poetry. Four basic skills should be emphasized equally. From the announcement

of the particular poem to the completion of entire module based teaching involves ser eral

activities for students. These could be taken as step in progression of teaching-leaming in

the classroom.

Step I: Announcement of poem and developing curiosify amongst students for the

activity

Announcement of a poem as the next topic in classroom activity alone is not

workable. With the announcement of the poem, it is essential to develop curiositl'amongst

students to know writer of the poem and pleasures from the poem. Curiosity could be

"pERSPECTIVE" A National lnterdisciplinary Annual Research Journal-Vol.l lssue-Vll-2017
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developed by introducing the b:ief and special information about may be some

stupning facts from poet's 1r:t t:, catch srudent's attention and arousing interest. While

teaching a poem 'The Solitary" Reaper'xrritten by William Wordsworth, teacher could give

information and incidents t,: s::i<n:s trtrm poets life. As writer himself mentioned in

Prelude-l an incidenee from his life when as a child how he developed fascination for

sailing in a boat. Una.bl: :t ::', ::: t::e. hou'in dark night he came to river through deep

foresiand threatening ::---:i H: .:rls into boat and how was he terrified with the sounds.

His early life riith:'-:: :::.:.:-i -i :a::. L'nl) support of his elder sister Dorothy, his intense

love for nature. :-. ;=:--,.--," ;--:l: alouse curiosity amongst students to learn about

Wordsu,orth ml:i -.: .: ::.:::.s -=.'und 
for the poem. Also such information orients the

sfudents g'ith:::-i:':::': ..:= .:.::lne. A British Council Trainer Christina Smart uses

backgrour:d r.-s.: :=--.- r....:..:.-: p,:em "-\s a \\'av in to a poem' I might play. some

backlcurJ:,-r.; :: ::.::- :-; .::t:.:here. 5[1-ru jolTl€ picrures to introduce the topic, and

then _eet sruie:'s i.- -.i-,,--r-:.- -: ---=.: rirScrr,sl krrr\\1edge or erperience u'hich relates to this

topic." (Srnan- l{.it,rj i

This curiositl,for studenl:s ;:---::.,'. ::.::e hlm read the poem before attending the next

session of the poem.

Step II: Giving gist of Poem r*ith meaning to difficult terms and references

For the LZII-3learner unde:raniing poem in first hand reading is difficult unless

they know the gist of poem betbrehand so that they' work upon their own imagination to

develop the images given in the pr-rem, \Ian1' teachers use here translation method for the

L2L3learners. Gist of the poem ma) be given in simple English with minimum translation

heips stay rvith the objectives of the teaching poem.

Step III: Listening Skill and pleasure of rhythms

Here in this step teacher recites the poem dramatically two/three time with correct

accenr. intonation and rhythms. The recital of poem by teacher should be clear and audible

to a1i the students in the classroom. In the first time recital by teacher, students are supposed

to listen it carefuily without referring the text so that students keenly observes the lip

moyemenr. lacial erpression and realize the music of the poem. In the next two readings

teachers allos s srudents to open the book and mind the words and phrases with its

pronunciatit-rns. ln this activity learner understands the utterance of word with correct stress

and intonaticrns.

Step fV: Reading Skills and Development of Comprehension as Group Activity

In this actii in learners in the classroorn will be divided irL ,o*. groups (8-10

Students each) uitXr di*nburitrr erf good iearners in every group so that slow learner get

their help easill and ttel cont,:,r:atle" In thrs activitlr every/ students u'ill recite poem one

after another and teacher *i1l correcttheLr pronunciation. intonation and rhyhms. Teacher

will give drill for certain sords and sentences for its proper utterance and recital' Good

learnirs also could extend their help u ith the same once teacher is satisfied with his/her

performance. In this u'av teacher coulci save his time and move on to another group for

helping students.

"pERSpECTIVE" A National lnterdisciplinary Annual Research Journal-Vol.l lssue-Vll-2017
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Step V: Speaking Skill and Confidence Building

In this step students in group activity find out the difficult *sris ; -::- -:: - : , .- -
teacher and good learners, all the sttrdents would develop their comprei-..,.; _- - :,..-
uord by word and line by line. In this activity students are free to interact'.i.--:- ;:: - - :-
especially to share their own ideas and understanding about the stanza and ir r--::---=.r . .

n'ill certainly develop an environment of English and platform for slow learners , - 
=-= 

, , , -

their speaking skill. Teacher would ensure that each student are getting enough c::,:,--- 
-

to participate in th,e disgussion and expressing their ideas. ParticipatiJn by slot*'le.:--=:
the discussion would build his/her confidence to speak and expressing ideas. Encourag=:,=- .

by teacher and good leamers to such slow learners is essential here to make hLr:- . =,
vocalize.

Step Six: Writing Skilt and Examination oriented preparation

In this step students will be asked to write a summery or gist of poem as a group
activity. Students will be asked to write the gist of a whole poem in their words and not the
line to line or stanza wise summery. In this way students will be given training for writing
skills. Teacher will go through the summery submitted by students group leaders as oral
presentations from their place only. Once teacher is satisfied with the summery of each
group he would provide them few long and short answer questions from the examination
point of view. Students in group would prepare the written answers and present them. At the
same time teacher would ask other simple question to test the comprehension of students. In
this way also slow learner would get a chance to be vocalized with the possible answers and
it will stimulate their intellectual understanding. Teacher would also correct the answers
from the written sheet submitted by students. All students at the end would be allowed to
take down corrected copies into their note books as their own notes. ln addition to this group
method Crhristina Smart suggest few suggestions stimulating creative writing skills among
students as follows:

. They can write a letter to a character in the poem, write about w,hat happened before the
beginning or after the ending of the poem and so on.

. Students could use the poem as a starting point and model for some parallel $'ritins
Each group might contribute a verse to a collective poem (or rap).

. Genre transfer presents a lot of opportunities for uriting practice; letters, diary enrnes.
radio plays, newspaper articles, agony aunt columns all based on the original text tiom :
poem.

. My students have found reformulation exercises r-ery stimulating, where thel ss rrch

between formal and informal language.

. Longer poems can be summarized in fifo u ords.

. It is also fun to get students to transform content words to synonyms or antonrms and
then discuss the subtleties of vocabulary.(Smart 2005)

"PERSPECTIVE" A National lnterdisciplinary Annual Research Journal-Vol.l lssue-Vll-2017
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Number of writing strategies could be assigned to students group. Once the comprehension

of the poem occur to them. these students would love to work upon different creative ideas

as well as examination oriented preparation.

Conclusion: Teaching poetry in Enelish classroom is the multi-advantageous activity.
During the poetry session. classrot m environment becomes light and pleasant. Students look
free from stress and shou interest in er.en' progressive activities. Through a proper workout
plan English classroom u'oulC ce :ranst-ormed to a learner's active workshop. Here in such a

workshop of poetry,. ob-iectir es l: p,:ern achieved at the maximum. Sessions of poetry gives

a wholesome environment tcr s.l\\ lesmers to participate into the activity with enthusiasm.

Good executed teachrng r-Lr,j,;le ;.-: :.-etrl cefiainlv provides opportunities to learners to
learn four basic ski11s Iil.r.r i -.::._:le :r--j".rle The poetry sessions also provide maximum
opporfunitl'to leam ne\\ r,\ --:,is :r: .:s us:ge u ith its different forms. The group activity for
poetry also trains srudent's en,:,:--':-s.::r,rugh: trelceSS and develops aesthetic sense. The

success entire activin is dependinr up:r rhe llell planed module and his effective role as a

facilitator. Effective use of multrned.a especialll during recitation of poem through
audio/video mediums (LCD pro_iectrrs r help develop environment and to catch learner's

attention. Through multimedia srudents c..ul,i be eiven erposure to the native speakers of
English by audio/video clips. In this *ar students could understand British accent, rhythm,
and intonation.
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Zen Buddhist Master Thich Nhat Hanh,s Anti-war

and Poetic Meditations on Brahmaaiharafor

Peace

Sudesh Bhowatel

Abstracft Life on the earth becomes terribly unsaJe than ever
before rvith the threat of war and use of nuclear rveapons any
moment. Cut throat competition to grab global market and Mass
production of deadly weapons ironically to secure one,s nation
makes the other insecure. Small nations are either grabberi or
destroyed or economically paralyz,ed and made dependant by
the pow'erfu1 nations for their seltish nrotifs. The answer to all
these threats from Nuclear \{ar, Cyber War or Space war or
invasion of small counties by the bigger one is simply a
philosophy of Non-violence. Sramana traclition in Inclia
especially Buddlrrsm otTers a philosophy of non_violence
tlrrough tlae Mettn and aspects of Brahamaaihayas. Brnfuwuihma
means suhlime or noble state of conduct or state of living. It has
four aspccts Metta, I(nruna, Mudita antl tJyekkha. Tcaching and
practices of these aspects of Buddhist Brahmatiharas in the
history helped states irr India and abroad maintain peace and
harn'rony. Buddhist Scholars and Bhikhus in cvcry agc
continued these teachings ceaselessly with Buddha,s advice for
the welfare of mankind as well as for all 1iving beings. poetrv is
thc strong mcdium r* cxprcssion adoptccl by Bhikkhus to tcach
Buddhist values arrtl teachings of Buddha. Many y615ss 1.
Buddltst Sanskrit and Pali Canon are the outcome of tl-rese

cfforts madc by Buddhisi scholars. Through various Buddhist
practiLres monks all over the world help people overcome their
suffering and to inculcate the Metta for happiness and welfare.
Contcmporary Buddhist scl-rolars and livirrg mastcrs likc His
Highness Dalai Lama XIV is well known for his teachings of
Metta and 92 year olcl Zen Master Thich Nath Hanh knora.n for
his tcachings of Mindfuinc-ss and compassion. Also Exilcd
Vietnamese Monk Thich Nath Hranh is a rvell known poet ancl
creative witer. "Call Meby My "I'nu Namti, is the col.lection of
his pocms, most of thcm w.crc rsrittcn cluring 196Cls ancl 7Os on
the theme of universal peace and brotherhood. The poems are
the poetic meditations by the rvriter on Buddhist philosophy of

': !:-r-:'r E Bho*.ate. Asst. profess.r & Heacl, Deparhnentof Englisfu Dr. M.w.p.w.s. Ars. l :'::-::, -. l..llege, Nagpur, , .. , r r,.. l
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Dtperulant (higinrlrion, anniccn &{effs and various aspects of

Bralttnnailnrns seeking r,vorld peace and w-elfare of all beings. The

present paper is an attempt to stutly the various aspects of

Brahmaaih*ras,from the original text atrd analyzing the selected

anti-rvar poems oi Thich Nh.rt Harrh with those aspects irr the

context of contemporary conditions.

Introduction

rid lVar II life on our planet is changing rapidlv than ever before. The progress

-,: r- of life is increasing lvith the advent of IT and digital technology. On one hand

'i crre enjoying the blessings of luxury but on the other it is dwelling under the

: inuclear) war from the superpowers and from the so called underdog nations.

':,.,at competition to grab global m.arket, desire, greed, and jeaiousy brought the

i :1s efl€il1}r of each other. Mass production of deadly weaporls ironicallv to secure

- -:lion rnakes the other insecure. Small natiorLs are either grabbed or destroved or

:'-ially paralyzcd and madc dcpcndant by thc powcrful nations for thcir sclfish

- '.\-ar affected N,{illions of people lost their lives crnd equal number of people

-. .r honeless wondering to get shelter as refuga:s in the neighboring nations. Frorn

.Lrtr,\. cry to get back to their hornelands but unheard by the hotneland

-'l:'!ertts. Atrocities on the homeless rnigrants from the known and unknown

. '.s a-re lrrutal. These unfortunate people drown somewhere while crossing river

- .: n1er1 killed and womefl raped by the pirates or army or they are jailed for their

--.n irr others territory, The holocaust of *,ar from every corner across the nations

. h,-rrrible narratives and revelation of animalistic nature of human (citizen) with

-- - li1'e \^,'eapol'rs left no limits of cruelty.

:,r.rc1ox in thc hurnan bchavior cspc'cialiy of civilians is a rnattr:r of ct'rnccrn for thc

- rii lrorld. They are close to the religiolr yet they are lar al4/ay from the practical

. .r\ and values. Fundamentalism in the practice of reiigious values and politica-i

:';lisil1 make thent blind to rea\ize their humanness towards other national. Political

,: rsrr gives birth to the ideas like terrorism, naxalism and sepawtisw. The rebel groups

- t o.riy tlr-reat to the states l"rut at the same tift1e they are coirstantly kiliing the scicial

Pcoplc arc living undcr fcar of dcath cvcrywhcrc. Civilians arc lrcing targctcd by

-, rebel groups to n'take realize their presence to civilians and to challenge the

::'rr.nent authorities. Terror created through their acbivities left undeliable effetts cn
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people. I remember one such terror incidence occurred near my town in 1990s' Naralit'e'

had exploded a Police van carrying police men as well as civilians (of Mangeihan

hamlet) which were heading towards my town Deori for the weekly market on Tuesdar-

In a few minutes frorn that massrve blast, people started crving and yelling for

their relatives or near dear. Siren of Police Lorries heading towards the spot and tl*a

back towards rural hospital was creating additional terror amongst my town people

fearriddenpeople,especiallyvillagerswhoweregoingbacktotlreirvi.llagesontl*

same route towards the blast could be seen grave ancl artxious' Since that inciderri?

manysuchtcrrorincidcnccshappcncdandhundrcdsofciviliarrsandpoiiccmcn

killed by naxatitesand encounter with police becomes a routine'

Suffering (Dukkha)

Suffering through rvar, atrocities or through natural causes is known to us

immemorial past. Religious teachinSJs and practices develops across the world in the

to overcome these sufferings. Religious fountlers, saints and sages have spent their

to help people de.velop loving kinrLness and brotherhood beyond tlre boundaries

states. Buddhism is the forerunner in the carnpaign of loving-kindness and

and helping people overcome their suffering. 'The question of happlness or the pro

ofu'rrhappinessisfundamcntaltoBuddhism.,(Sangharakshila,2004:9)Basically,.

centre of Bucldha Dhamma is man and the relation of man to man in his life on e

(Ambedkar, 1997: \21) Therefore, Buddha begins with existence and recognition

sufferings, that there is an origin of sufferings' an ending to sorrow' and a path to

ending of soffow. He called these principles as tJu Foar Noble Trutla.'According tc

Dhamrna if cvcry pcrson followcd thc Path of Puritp thr: Path of Riglrtcousncss and

path of virtue, it r+,oukl bring about the encl of all suffering' (Arnbedkat,1997:122)

PathofpurityisFtaeprecepts(pa*,asila),PathofRighteousnessistheNobleEightfold

inttlwr,gigol,4aggo)attdtl'wPati'tofriittuearetenParawitas'TheessenceofBud

concept of peace cotrld tre trace from these teachings of Buddha'

lve knou, the n,ar during Buddha's time betlveen t*'o citv states Sakyas and

r:hich lrroke out of sharing \n/ater for agricultural purpose. Buddha saved thousan{s

lives from war killings and possibie origin of sufferings on both sides' Buddhisrn

heen working for the un,iversal peace aurd brotherhood through Buddha's teaching5

3r,lh.iltiiaLlilfira i,e. 'sUblime Abindittgs'. "Here Brahnt mean$ sublime or noble as
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.:iiVtt(sublime hle); tilmra means mode or state of conduct, or slate of living."

, _: 
.. 1988: 535) It has four aspects Metta, Karuna, Mt.Ldita and Llpekklw' In each

. .;.--11. Buddhust masters and rnonks ceaselessly work to maintarn peace and

.r -:!i lvherever they go, sometimes at the Cost of their life or made to accepl

-"..r:. Devoted disciples of Buddha as monks constantly walking and heiping

, .rrrd elites on Buddha's advise depicted in Vinaya Pitaka: "Carath Bhikkhrtoe

. - .. B:ilwjan Hitay-Bahuian sukhay" Following their Master's word Bhikkhus aross

:1'1 ceaselessly working for the welfare of human society'

Living Buddhist Masters

:--rrorary tiving Buddhist legends 'Nobel Prize for Peace Winner' His Higlu'ress

-;ma XIV and 'Nobel nominee for Peace' Zen N{aster T'hich Nhat Har,h are tl're

-. : .rn of world peace. HH Dalai lama who born as named Tenzin Gyatso in 1935 in

r: ,r.ince of Amdo in Eastern Tibet is known for his Mette rctreats and ffaining of

:r-.,..t practices for monks and lay people. He is considered Head of the Tibet people,

.ling to get back to his homeland with his millions of countryrnen who are living in

:- cllfferent countries. His approach to the problem of suffering could be guessed

-- ru.s reactiory 'my religion is kindnesses' (sangharakshita, 20&l:1). The kindness in

:-1Lefs cornes from the Buddldst Metta. I had got an opportunity to rcccivc his

-:r,gs first time in his Dhamrna retreat organized by }.Iagloka, Nagpur in 2(il7 and

. :.cr ifl Uliversity of Mumbai in the International Conference on'lVletta' organized

l.Fartment of Philosophy in December 2018 where I was invited as the speaker in

- i the sessiols. From his writings ald the lectures HH Dalal Lama is constantly

, :.. 1 tirc subjcct of suffcrings, thrcat of war and his conccrns for thr-' futurc of human

.:r . 11 the present circunstances accorcling to hitn, "there u'ill be no future worth

:-r nlless everyone now takes personal responsibility for their own inner lives and

.rrsal resrronsibility for pain and miserv in the world..." (Dresser,lS)6:9\ On the

'' r erns of continued war HH Dalai Lama appeals for taking a iounley of Bodlisathta

:he hearts of compassion and forgiveness'

r - ., in Hue of Central Vietnam in1926, Thich Nath Hanh ordained as Buddhist IVIonk

:.1. age of 16. Grown up as the highly intellectual Buddhist scholaf, writer, poet and

-- .:sopher Hanh is responsible for developing many institutions in vietnam viz. at1

,ig Br,tddhist Institute, school of Youth far sociol setztce and La Boi Prcss which are
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helping people in spiritual and social growth. To end the decade long war in the countn

he visited France in eariy 1970s riv'ith the peace mission resulted into denial of entry back

to his own country. Therefore, he established bc NLindfi.ilness Meditafion Centre in Plum

Village of France. Here, like the HH Dalai Lama he is living his life in exile since 1973.

He later travels ae'ross the globe for his anti war carnpaigrtng for world peace. His

association with Martin Luther King Ir. steered tl"re entire America and rest of worlo

gathering support to end the war. Nominated for Nobel Prize for peace, he is one of the

highly influential personalities of the millenniurn due to his works towards world peace"

talks on Engagcd Buddhism and Mcditation rctrcats. In thc wintcr of 2C06 I got arr

opportunity to participate in his three day retreat organized in Nagaloka" Nagpur, lvhere

I received his teachings on mindfulness and walking meditation.

Hanh is also one of the greatly publishing autlr<rrw'ith over hundred books with milhons

copies sold in multiple languages. His creative writings, 'the Stone Boy'(anthology shoc

storics) and 'Call me by my True Names' (anthology pocms) arc popular bcsidcs his book*

on Buddhism. In this paper I've taken his anti war poems from his 'Call me by T-e

Names' . The most of the poetry in the first part are anti n ar poems devoted to the r+'or-C

peace. The story behind tl're origin of the poern has a sorrowftrl incident which the n riEr

learnerl from one of the letters sent to him from refugee camps in South East Asia. In hms

book 'Bang Peace' hc wrotc thc incidcncc in dctail. A rncrc 12 ycars old Victnamcsc grt

was raped by a Thai pirate when her boat n'as heading towards a refugee camp. The gd

dror+'ns herself out of suffering. Here instead of hatred tow-ards lhat pirate Ha-rfr

develops cornpassion for him for it was in urwholesome environment he was grown IE-

Here writer mediates upon the circumstances where the fisherman grorvn up crimilajr

or pirates, Hanh's own stand is to destroy the ill mentality. He believes everyone els,.

responsib1efortheoriginofpirates.Irrthebook,BeingPeace,hemaintains:

rneditatioo I saw that if I had lreen born in the village of the pirate and raised in

same conditions as he lr.as, I woulcl now be the pirate... If you or I were born todar'

those fishing villages, we rnight becorne sea pirates in tr,r'enty-five years. If you take

gun and shoot the pirate, Iou shoot all of us, because all of us are to some

rtsponsible for this state of afla1rs." (Hatlu 1987: 65-(:6\ Hanh indenti{ies suffering

toth levels; the suffering of unfortunate people like that inn<tcent girl rvho are

from u.al torn countries and the suffering of those who are leading immoral lire
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' r1ai and pirates b,clrn out of un{ortunate environments. Hanh"s poems urge the

-1Es dcross the world for developing loving-kindness on the earth to save hrunanity.

, -r. ls fcllow,ing thc footstcps of Buddhist mastcrs in past who dcvclopcd poctry as thc

' .r:rlr1 of social (onnectivity with the lay devotees. Majority of the Buddhist Pali and

-irrt canon are covering the original teachings of Buddha; also it covers the

- :'rsirron by Buddhist Bhikkhus and Blikklunls. The most prominent verses by thern

-:rigathn' and 'Thergatha.' The aspect of Buddhist poetry revolves round the

-.:rts of sufferings, mental defilernents, values, morality aid overcoming ill will.

- poetry is the history of emotional progress of human beinga Buddhist poetry

:is the anthropological and historical development of human society. When we look

. t.- those ancient texts, one cax look into the psyche and minds of these composers

:., they narrate their life from being to becoming (attaining Arhat). They translate

' :nr1er R.orld of emotions and thoughts which are their concepts of present as u/ell as

- -:; societies as their utopias.

: - ' s f)o€ills shifted from self to encompass human beings tackle hatred and sufferings

- llving-kindness and contentedness. One of his meditational poems often taken into

-::ulness practice maintains: "If we are peaceful , f if we are happy, / w-c can

'i,-rms like a flower, f and everyone fu1 our family, / our society, / wlll benefit from

. ' -reace' (Hanh" 1987:'I.l). F<>r him happincss is thc ccssation of suffcring, 'Call me by

-.:c Names'brought a world of sufferings especially a war torned Vletnam with

- ,,ic images. lVriters struggle as a human being to restore peace for those devasted

, : iile wal conditions could he trace from these poems. His mind travels with each

-irli or the victims, he feels sufferings when they suffe-r and prays for their

:r:ing. These poems are also reltremb{arlces and tribute to those who lost lives

. :'. h.ar and rehabilitatir:n works.

: -r:i=rrding Hanh's anti war poems through the elements of Brahmar:ihara, we have to

I Lrr. rnind the binary, opposites like 'hatred' and 'love'. As in Dlwmmapada 5th vcrsc

. -r1r1s: 'Na hi oeren zterani samruantidlw kr.Ldacannm, Azterena st santmanti esa dhcmmo

::.rno" (Buddharakkhita, 1985:'23), Buddhism treats hatred with non hatred Ineans

luddl-risrn identifies true love with four elements i.e. Nlaitri, Karurta, Mudita and

.,i,? which are called as Brahmaaihara. Bhadantcariya Buddhaghosha rn

- "i.1hirnaggo (The Path of Purification) relates development of elements of

':.;cihars with the sufferer, he maintains: "When there is suffering in others it causes
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(<aroti) good people's heart to be moved (ktmpana), thus it is compassion (lcaruna) &

alternatively, it combats {kinati) others' suffering atlacks and demolishes it, thus it rr

conrpassion' (Buddhagho sha, 1956: IX, 92-93). Development of elements of Brahmarill-'u

through meditation is also held important in Buddhism as a way to Nibba-ro"1

Sangharakshita observes: "Throughout the ancient scriptures of the Pali canon lt

made clear that the lAray to Enlightenment involves the cultivation of the emotions

cvery step, most often in the form of the four bra'lrma oihdras" (Sangharaksl,ita, 20&1:11 i

Meditaticrnal practice for developing these four elements of Brabmauihara furthcr hc15

creating; lxrnding between human being n,ith each living being orr the earth.

practice eliminates the ego-centric existcnce and devektps an attitude of boundliness

vastness that extelds with no limits concerning the entlre existence of livir-rg beings

type of practice is callecl aryan'ttttla rtihai (iving without limit)"

1994:273.) On the similar hnes of these Buddhist aspects, Hiurlls poems dwell ugn:

icica of limitlcss conccrns for all living hcings. To undcrstand Ha.nh's pocms oftcn

need to go through the background of some incidences narrated by Hanh. By taking

elernents of Brnhrut*vihnrfl ns tt. guide, the analysis of the selected poems fron''

il:a* 
helps in envisioning writels percepfion of the world under the t*?

Metta

lvletta is the foundafional elements of Braltmarihara, rest of the three elements are

on tl.ris emotion. tr!hile describing the clraracteristics of Metta,

rnaintained that 'loving-kindness is characterized here 'as promotir-rg the

welfare' (Buddhaghosha, 1956: 3{4). Narada defined Metta'as that which softens

heart' (Narada, 1988: 536). For Narada it is the wish for the good and happiness

Benevelont attitude is its chief characteristig so it discards ill will. 'A&fra

expectations anr:l desires nothing. ifretta is a very pure without attat:irment and

given, {sayadau/, ?00E' 4). Hanh added one more irnportant aspect i.e.'it is the a

bring ioy and happiness to the person you loves, because even if yoar inten[cr

love this rrerson, your love might make him or her suffers'. G{anh, 2011:6) Harrn

emphasizes the need for the training of the cultivation of loving-kindness anl ,

understanding. Rev. sangharakhita discusses the perceivable signs of iIr*c

unfalLing sign of Metts is that you are deeply concerned for the well being.
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,:d prosperity of the object of your Metta, be that a persory an animal, or anv other

-ring.' (Sangharakshita, 2O04.'12\ Sanghrakshita further clarifies the scope of Metta that

: -.t iriendlfuress of Metta doesnt necessarily involve actual friendship ir, sense of

r:rsoflErl relationship with the person towards whom you are directing it. Talking about

r"r binary opposite of Metta, Narada gives its direct and indirect enemies. 'The direct

:-:einv of Metta is hatrecl, ill will or aversion; its indirect enemy is personal affection'

. arad.r, 1988: 536).

-,1h believes in one basic ulderstanding, 'if we are peaceful, if we are htppy, we call

. :.r,e and blossom like a flower, and everyone in our family, our entire society, will

-:r..fit frorn our peace' (Nanh, 1987:13) His aspects of Metta revolves round the concept

'.eaL-e and happiness of living being. Hanh is disturbed with the ceaseless suffering of

- ,p1e of war. Meditating upon anicca, he sees the suffering of people will go one day

,i-r practice of loving-kindness. His poetn'Experience' urges for supreme Metta Blffiewna.

-- pocol u.as writtcn during rcscuc opcratiorr for victims of flood and war. During

rr stay with the victimt realizing unbearable sufferings of those uufortunate people;

-: of the poets' disciples out of nervousness drowns self. Paying tribute Hanh bit his

- .-er and let his drop of blood into the river and uttered prayer for the departed:

To you ruho harrc droutned, L sPeak

And ta yournhohaov suruiaed / And to tlrc riaer-

Haoiug leard all space reaerfurate /With the infants screams.

Toright, I'ue come to strtnd midtoay / Befween these sheer mountains

And to antch thembend over tle riaer / And to listen to their eternal tales.

Here is tlu impermanent / And yet md continuously floztring wotld

kt us stawd together for the futwe generation. {Hanh, 1999, 14)

- : rih lvrote poem 'Recommenilafion' for voiunteers of Youth for Sot:ial Service who

.,.:ci their iives every day ciuring war period. He was 'recommen<iing them to prepare

:-e ryithout hatred' (Hantr, 1999, 19). While rereading these lines of poems constantly

-..mbers the Diamond Sutra which suggests the courage of a practitioner with his

- - c will bloom a flower. Antl in this way he will earn a high respect from his loved

- ., Thc sccond part of 'Recomnrcndation' reilel:ts on Metta:

One day zohen you face tltis beast alone

With your courage intact your eyes kind

tlntroubled / (ernn as no one sees theru)
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Out of your snrile /INillbloom aflawer

And thox who looe you /lMll behold yor.t

Across ten thousatd woilds of birth and dying' (Hanh, 1"999, L8)

'Flames of Prayer'is an emobional poem {or him which has unfortunate background' Orr

of his first six disciples Nath Chi Mai, core memher of lfierbeing had inutolates herseff

for peace and reconciliation at Tu Nghiem Pagoda in Saigaon. The mental training under

which his disciplcs wcrc gonc thr<lugh hc bclicvcd Nhat Chi mai was pcaccful at the

time of her cleath. It is only power of Metta and compassion provides peace and (?-Lr

mind even when one is in grief or suffering or torture.

Waking up eaily,I haue slept soundly i Lik a* innocent cldld with no worries

My hands is it your duty to callfire home tltis ntarning

My tund.s caress nA chicks/ My hands, you are loyal frietds

Hands for harding out candies and cookies / H*tds that are smudged with ink snd chalk

Hands for weaohrg sitk/ Hands for smoothing tlw heads of orphans.(Hanh, 1999, 28)

ln Nktta Sutta, Metta has bccn cxtcndcd to all visiblc and invisiblc living bcings

objects. It is ir.revitable extended towards earth which nurtures a1l of us. It is said that

express his gratitude towards the earth Buddha sat it Blumisparsh Mudra meditation

touching the earth with index figure. Hanlis MorningPeacc was written for

peace lovir.rg comrnunity through ihe practices of mindfulness. One of his similar

in the first section, 'A Mornhrg Prayer for Peace' was used bV youth in the meeting

chant durirrg "Don't shoot vour own brother caurpaign" throughout the South

According to Hanh this chanting was aims at reconciliation and stopping the nar

also to arouse the willrngness to work for peac-e. The poern keeps Kamntr as the

action to human beings r,l'alking towards enlightenment' The poem is composed in

a way it constantly reminds the Metta Sutta:

Homage to all Buddhasin the ten directiotts

Becau* of yowr loae for sll / Haue compassion on rts

Help us remember we are iust one family / North and south

Help us rekindle our compassion and brothefitood

And transforrn wt separate interesfs/ Into looing acreptance for all

May your mmpassion help us ooercome our hatred (ilanh, 1999, 36)

There are some more poe-ms in the anthology like 'The Stm of the Future' the poet

1us \{etta for all fellow brothers from across the world'
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Compassion

-:r-i and cornpassion are very close emobions, where there is origin of Metta, emotion of

:'.passiorl ariscs simultancously. Buddhaghosha found it 'charactcrizcd as promoting

' aspect of allaying suffering. Its function resides in not bearing others suffering'

: *.iJhaghosha, 1956:344). According to Narada, 'karwra makes the hearts of the good

,.-,er -r/hen others are subject to su,ffering'...Its direct erlemy is wickedness and its

-ireci +nemy is passionate grief.' (Narada, 1988: 5.36). Everyone has a subtle element of

:--passion within us. 'When we begin to cuhivate compassion, we have to take

-:tever seed of it we can find within ourselves and help it to grow' (Sangharakshita,

- , -:18). According to Hanh, 'knruna is not only desire to eradicate pain but ability to do

ianh, 2011:4. While advising Bhikkhus Buddha wants them to work out of utmost

:'rassion. He says, 'Yott O Bhikkhus, from all fetters, human and divine. Go ye row,

- : t ander for the gain of the marry, for the welfare of the man1., out of compassion for

' .'r'orld; for thc good, for thc gain and for thc wclfarc of gods and men' (Ambcdkar,

-''-: 139). hr the light of these aspects of compassion, Buddhism sincerely works for the

, *:;? of the environment and ecologlr of the living planet and also reveals the nature of

: -; dhist compassion.

-.,:-Lh's paem'Our Green Garden'is the purely environmentalist in nature. Here writer is

:ried about the greenbelt of the universe amid the explosions and pollutions. Writers'

:.--ern lbr the tlora and fauna is clearly discernible here:

Fircs spring up at all ten points of the unicerse

Afurious scrid wind sweeps them tozasrcls us frorn all sides.

Aloof and fuautifiil, tle mountain and riaers abide.

All round, tlu horizon burus with colour of death

As for me, yes, I m still sliae

But my body and soul zuritla as if they too had been xt on fire

Nty parched eyes can sled flo tflore tears (HanlL 1999, 6)

-: poet is astonished to see the approach of human being because no war can bring

-. ;re and happiness to us. He offered self to the gunmen/ if the u'ar could er.cl lr,'ith his

- ,r-:h. He ends the poern with compassionate urge: '\,Vho will be left to celebrate a

[orn, made of blood and fire?' (Har.h, 1999, n

' , rL:armtlt' is another anti-war poern writteir after destruction of Ben tre. The poem

rks on the psyche of the human being when our hands sympathetically support us rn

..: grief, Writer provides an ironic statement made bv an American soldier on the
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bombing of Ben tre, 'We had to deskoy the town in order to save it' Glanb 1999. 1.*

Poets' creation of image of loneliness t'hich r,t'as haunting the each of the survivors

indicating the gravity of suffering. 'I hold my face in my two hands / Nq I am

crying / I hold my face in my two hands / To keep the loneiines5 y76nn-'(Hanh, 1

15) Poets' imrer soul is angered upon the human passion of killing; his compassion

helped in him stabilized his mind. 'Two hands protecting ,/ Tr.r,o hands nourishing

Tr,r,o hands preventing / My mul from leaving me 1 In anger' (Hanh, 1999,15)

The poet is of the opinlon that we should appreciate the songs of birds and should

hate our body for it is the otrly source of humanity. The hurnanity has a structure

through the springs, the rising bide, Beethover; Bach, Chopin, cries of baby and

Therefore, Hanh urges man: 'Do not destroY the structure of sur:hness within \ ,:,-

(Hanh, 1999, 2O). The poern 'Structure of Suchnex' expresses his concern over

hunanity and all living and non living being for their life. The war r*'ill destrov

tlrcrcforc, songs of birds arc longs for thc pcacc. Poct bclicvcs in thc powcr ol Metta

the compassion. The survival of the humanity rests on these polvers.

The poets some of the poctns which evoke compassion are suggcstive of Bud

teachings of q.flicca and dependant origination i.e. Prafitya Samutpada. The best exampX-

such poerns is 'Let me giae back to our Motheisnd'. The basis of the poem is yet

mourning to his dear ones. He was in Paris when lre heard o{ assassination of

students of Youth for Social Service, founded by the poet. On the urge of the poet

were w'orking for the cause of social welfare, but thev lvere shot dead at the

The writer lrclieves as if he was killed there. He cried helplessly. Writers

tolvards the diseasecl made him cry: 'No, I am not a general. I arn just a hurnan beL:E

is I r,r,ho surnmoncd thcm for scrvicc and now thcv havc lost thcir livcs. I nccd to

(Hanh, 1999, 25). The n'riter is well aware of the anicca. nature of htrman being

-will return to tlie earth. All ti-,ur bodily elements will merge u,ith the four eleinenE

earth. To arouse compassion amongst the livings the writer offers their returns &o

earth:

'In your prexnce, fellow countrymen, / brothers and sisters

kt me return the Jlesh of ruy brothers to our motherlwtd

kt me rehtrn the blood af my brother to our motlrcrland'

Tnis chtrste blood awd pure flesh thst neaer soiled or'r nsme.

kt we retutt theiv hands to humanity,/ Hands that did not destroy.
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Let rue gizte back tlvir htsrts to humattity/ ITearts t\*tborc no"hatred.'(Hanh, 1999,24).

>.nretinres Metta and Karuna emotions both occur together. Poems in this anthology are

., rdcnt *f thc samc. Hanh mourns his dcar oncs or thc lay dcvotccs, hc sccms to lrc an

-: tivist, registering his protest against merciless killings, but he urges for the compassion

- id N{etta for the feilow human beings who are tamed by the soldiers of statesmen. The

: .:m 'Condemnation' was il/ritten on the bornbing of a village where the poet used to

.:1i. The writers anguish could be visible from each line, yet he is not bor,ted before the

rlrll. Through this poem the poet is making people knor,r, that the enemies of men are

' I men, but ill mentality controlled by desires:

'Whoeoer is listening, by my witness:

I cannot accept this raar / I nezter could, I neoer zaill.

I m-ust say this a th.ousard times I am killed.

I trm lil<e the bird who dies for the sake of its mate

Driyping blood froru its broken beak snd uying out,

Be'toare! Tr.ffn aroufld and face. your real enemies'

Anrbition, -oiolence, hatred, and greed' (Hanh, L999, 39).

-- poem'Condemnation' was published in the Buddhist weekly 'Hai Trizu Am'witlr'

' 
- -riation of 5O000 copies, earned the writer nalne as Anti War Poef . Some other poetns

. . 'Resolution', 'Those zolrc hazte not Exploded', 'That is the only Mind', 'The Fire that

::l:nles my Brother' , and 'A Free l\\ite Cloud' are such poem with appeal of compassion

. -; at the same time urges for the peace,

Sympathetic ] oy (Mudita)

-i:lrness and contenterlness are the keys ter the peace of mind. Sympathetic joy is

' .-usly cxtcuds to thc living bcing cspccially rvhcn thcy a1c in nccd of it. Whcn

'' -r,11e is unhappy, he is suffering, he needs sympathetic joy from someone. According

.rddhaghosh4 'its function resides in being in unenvious. It is manifested as the

': ..,ation of aversion (boredom). Its proxirnate cause is seeing beirlgs success'

' : Jl-Laghosh a, 1956:344). According to Narada the direct enemy of h*tdita is jealousy

.i'L(1ire.t enemy is exhilaration. Hanh relates jov with the true love. 'If there is no joy

.; lorre- you can be sure that it is not true lovd (Hanh, 2C11.:7). Rev. Sangharaksh.ita

', rs'the pure experience of mudita is because of its intensity entirely di{ferent from

:dinary pleasure we might take in knowing that somebody else is doing r.t'e11'

narakshita, 2ffi4:18). By appreciating other we iose nothing. In fact HH Daiai larla

1 1,1
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cautious us with its negative effects, 'If, on the other hand, lve react negativelr

other people try to correct us, or competitively when others are praised, or

when it is we who are praised, it will make people unhappy' and we will become

and friendless' (Lama, 1994:47).

Being a Buddhist monk Hanh's entire life is devoted to the caust-' of

Therefore, his poems search the moment of joy from other's 1ives. Where there is a

of joy n'hat if under the pressure of war and sufferings' the poet expresses

compassion and extends his sympathetic ioy towards all. The poetn'call Me by lrL

Names'is cxamplc of such. Thc poct is fccling burdcn of sorrowful thought for th:

who was raped by the sea pirates, but he is ur1able to ignore the circumstances in -r'

Crime nurtures. Hanh humbly subrnit here as he is human being tend to sorron' as

as happiness. Writer hopes no such crimes to be done and no such criminabl

nurtured. His sympathies are thus with both of these unfortunate beings: 
I

,Myjoyislikespring,sowmrc/itwakesfioroersbloamalloverthcEarth.I

My pain is tike a riaw of tears, / * vast it fills the {our onafls' I
please call ne by my true names, / so I can hear all my ties and laughter at orue, I

so I can see mfrt mY Joy ana pattt 6re ata, I
Please call me W ?tt1 trut names,/ so I can walee up 

I
and, the door of my heart can fu left oyn, / the daar of compassion, (Hanh, 19w,Tq|

Amidst the terror of war, when people of vietnam were anxious over the fate +:

life, they got a motnent of loy on the eve of Vesak' People forget tl'reir par::

sufferings, they realized that w'hatever was happening will cease one day' Tl*

memories for the lost ilear ottes in the r,r,'ar were unbearable but one day the light

will go away as Buddha proclaim with the principle of anicca {non-yrmanence)

it as the newly born Buddha to them and a rebirth to the war victims' This Mudih

of these births of consciousness could. be realized from the poem 'Night of Prayel:

'In thtt wamer.tt/Tlrcfloruer af iwnorta'lity opened

In tlrc gardnr ofbitfu and deqth / The enlightened smile

Words and similes / He has come/ To learn msn's language " '

TilI east furned rose/ And the lumbini gatdens became a soft cradle

WelcomingBuddha, newly born' (Hanh, 1999' 16)'

A person of rnental stability tends to suffer yet he remait"rs calm and peaceful. u

trernenclous torture and sufferings Some innocent ideas too makes thern

nrudita.'Flumesof Prayer'is one of the sensitive poems of Hanh. The poem comes
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enlightenment in four stages, w-here third and fourth stages were passing througr

equanimity and mindfulness. Therefore, equanimity plays a vital role on way to

peace alld contentment. Some o{ the Hanh's poems reveal the upeksha

prominently since his end olrject is to work for peace.

The opening poem of the anthology is'Message'. The f'ssm reveals the strong conr'

of Hanh regarding the end of war and r.:orning of deep peace for people.

writer was still carrying the dead bodies of his Dhanma brothers slay in the wal, r-et

beautiful nature through blossomed flou,er bringing a message of love to hira.

'Message'whilc paying tributcs to thc brothcrs lost thcir livcs in thc war hc sc.cs

mortal remains with equanimity:

'Earth zaill keep you tight within her arws, my dear

So that tomorrozu you zuill be reborn as floroers

Those jlowers smiling quietly in the morning feld

Tbis mornent you wesp no more my dear

We hsae gone tltroughtoo deep anight'(Hanh, 19D:51

Hanlis another anti war paem 'Experience'has emotional appeal which was based cr

own experience of rescue operation during flooding and war. He was hopeful f:r

iniants of the war victims w'ill perhaps have a better trreaceful world. Hanh s

observation of the mother who was carrying her infant baby and staring the cans of

speaks the intensity of suffering there:

lMile I watch their hands / As gafile as heaaenly silk

Outsttetchcd to infants / The crying stops

And the mothers eyes / Staring at c&?ts of milk

Glow kke precious stofles' (Hanh, 1999, 13)

The aspect of impartiality is one of the features for the facial expression of Buddln

alywhere in the world. 'The facial expressions, postures, and attributes of the

asFCCts shown in Buddh.iet art cmbr:dy valious kinds of r:ir-lightencci qualitics -

tl-rat are actually' intriusic to mind.'(Diamond way Buddhism: 2015) Buddlu

therefore, carved to inspire followers with the l'arious emotions expressing

cornpassion and Metta. In one poem 'Fleslr and Skin, Bicks and Tlles' I{anh

sight of Buddha idol after a village was bombed and destroyed a Budrlhist

Surprisingly Buddha ldol rernained intarct unaffected of explosion. Hanh was o

the destroyed vlllage, suffering war victirns and the Buddha with equanimity:

Tlrc bombers &re gotxe. /Beneath s still sutt,
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In the dying light of noon / Our ancient land stirs again

The cunted temple roof / Is burnt out, crumpkcl'

But lord Buddha sits, / llis guilt all smearcd,

S mitin g iuffibly at bri cks and st anes' (Hanh, 1999, 12)

Conclusion

.. collteilrporary world is burning with passion and desire resulted into war aIld

- .:elessness for hurnanity. These potitically motivated wars of crude nationalism

- '. L11g iatal to the civilians made them homeless and left w'ith endless sufferings.

. .- .-ities, rapes, tortures and pain of being exile tormented the mind of war victims.

- 
- r \lrat Hanl{s poems in'Cail Me by W TrueNames'meditate upon these human

. iings and his praycrs for world pcacc. Though thcrc arc tcrrific imagcs of

, -ri11gs, crude realities sometimes violence in particular and hollowness, yet his

.ns offer his dream world of Brahmauihara in every poem with optimism. He has stl1l

' -. ,'or the new generation of an overlapped seed of loving-kindness in each one of us.

- roeills in the anthology are dedicated to the r,r,ar victims of the world, especially of

.:.Lanr. Chanting of Buddha suttas llke Karaniya Metta Sutta, Diawond Sutt*, etc as

. .rlng of Buddha is a long tradition of Buddhisrn expressing will for love and

:.i.assion for all living beirgs. Side by side tlrese canonical chanting, poems of Thich

rt Hatrh l'relps hundreds of war victims get peace and comfort. The Buddhist

.rrrr.J principles of irupermanence, no-self and dependent originatior explain an

..-,,rtant portion of a Bud<lhist interpretation of the r.l,orld, the fact that ever)rthing is

. : -'onlcctcd and inscparablc, Thcrcforc, human suffcring has a causc and rcason. Thc

-: bv the nations generates endless suf{ering to men. Hanh's poems subtly r'r"s1(i1ge

B..idiihist principles reveal his observation on the present world situation.

'.',tirrc:i!-Mra as the philosophy of non-violence is beautifully expressed in these poems.

i.e{erences:

. Ambedkar, B.R., tle Buddha afld his Dhawrna, Nagpur, Buddha Bhoomi
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Traw Essential Principles of Buddhist philosophy Anitya,

Antat a anil N ibb ana and Cultur al Trunsf orm ati on of

Dali{s Life Recorded inDalit Autobiagraphies

Sudesh B. Bhowater

Abstract: Since the ancient times Buddhism is one of the major
religious philosophies responsible for bringing about a massive
socio-cultural change initialty in the Indian sub-continent and
later in eastern and western countries. It influences the customs
and the traditions and augmented the rationality and
modernization of people of different race, class and creeds in
different countries throughout the times. Its humanistic
approach, keeping man at the centre of its philosophy for his
complete development and essentially cessation of sufferings
appealed the men from the dilferent religious beliefs too. The
scientific-rational approach of Buddhism towards the problem of
an individuat no place to superstitions and especially its
philosophical Principles of Impermanence, Non-soul and
Nibbana within the li{e (one need not rlie) were thought
provoking ideas brought about a massive debate amongst the
intellectuals in the history . Convinced u,ith the ide;rs of welfare
through the practice of these principles resulted into adaptation
of Buddha Dhamma as a way of li{e by many communities.

In our times Eastern and south Asian countries where Butldhism
is as a major religious belief passed through a massive socio_
cultural transformation in the recent past could be seen through
its literature and other documentations. Some biographies ancl
novels based on the life of Monks and Nuns in these countrie.s
shed lighA on such phase of transforrration. Some biographical
books on these monastics like, "Collecterl Teachings of Ajahn
Chah", "lv{ae Chee Kaew Her Journey to Spiritual Awakening &
Enlightenment", and "Ven. Acariya Mun Bhuric{atta Thera; A
Spiritual biography" gives process of transformation of local
communities into Buddhist communities. In the sinrilar Iine we
could locate the transformation of pre-Aryan indigenous clalit
communities in India after their conversion to Buddhism by their
revolutionary leacler Dr. Babasaheb B.R. Ambedkar in 1956

I -{sst Professor, Departarent of Englistr, P.W.S. Arts and Commerce College Nagpur University,
desblhowaE@gmail.com
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Anitya,

i.on of

1 J-: - I :', i::-:-

CS

through the autobiographies of some prom.inent dalit h'nter\

Since dalit communities adopted Buddhism in the recent past

and transformed themselves as a progressive commumh', it rs

important here to understand essential principles oi Buddiu-st

Philosophy, especially its aspects undertaken by Dr. Ambed}ar

and the process of its influence on the dallt communities,

The Dockine of lmpermanence {Anityal

-.:cording to Buddha everything in this samsflrd is bound to change. Even.d-ring _s

.-rditioned to change or in a state of flux. "Changeableness is a characteruhc :i
. . -'n'thing that is conditioned. All conditioned things are constantly changing, nct
-=]1aining static for two consecutive moments. Mind, in fact, changes even faster than

--atter".(Narada 1979: p462)The theory of impermanence has three aspects: or,e

-:nsformation of matters foom one form to the other form is the impermanence of

--:rposite things. Matter combined to form a life after death return to the respective

: :n1ent. According to Buddhist scholar Asaga, the founder of vijnanvada ,,The 
body of

. -'''ing being consists of the combination of four great elements, viz., earth, water, fire

. - J air, and when this combination is resolved into the fou-r component elements,

-'soiution ensues. "This is what is called the impermanence of a composite entity."

--nbedkar 1997: p240) According to Buddha where there is life, death is inevitable.

+:-rnd, The moment once lived by us is passed, it cannot return again. A man grows

: - m adolescent childhood, teen, mature man, and old will never remain the same. This

. :alled as impermanence of life. According to Dr. Ambedkar, "A human being is

: 11 a]'s changing, always growing. He is not the same at two different moments of his

'= (Ambedkar 1997: p240)

- rrd, "To realize that every living being will die sometime or other is a very easy matter

- understand. But it is not quite so easy to understand how a human being can go on

':rrging-becoming-while he is alive".(Ambedkar 1992: pp240-241) According to the

inder of Madhyamika Nagarjuaa, "it is on account of sunnyata that everything

:-rrrn€s possible; without it nothing in the world would be possible." (Sogen 2009: p14)

-:iefore, Buddhist accepts that life that is constantly changing so also flre universe,

-.:efore, death is inevitable.
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Doctrine of Non-Soul orWithout Soul (Anatta)

The doctrine of soullessness is the Ioot of Buddhism. In Buddhism there is no place bo

the soul as claimed in Hinduism. Buddha's theory of non-soul is the part of his theory of

Namarupa. Namarupa is the collective name of sentient being; it is composed of physical

and mental elements. Four elements as earth, water, fire and air constitute the bodv'

Consciousness is result of the combination of these four elements' Dr' Ambedkar gave

analogy to the rise of consciousness on the basis of science, "there is an electric field and

wherel,er there is an electric field it is always accompanied by a magnetic field' No one

knows how the magnetic field is cleated oI how it arises' But it always exists along with

the electric field,,.(Ambe dkar 1997:p263) He relates development of consciousness with

the induced field. Buddha creates a question in relation to the soul, since all the function

assigned to the soul are Performed by consciousness, a soul without any function is an

absurdity. So he disapproved the existence of soul'

Nibbana: the Enlightenment

NibbanaisaPaliword'Etymologica\itmeansdeparturefromcraving.IntheFire

sermon Buddha says, "The whole world is in flames. By what fire it is kindled? By what

fueoflust,hatred,anddelusion;bythefireofbirth'oldage'death'sorrow'lamentatioru

pain, grief, and despair it is kindled" ' (Narada 1988: p492) He maintains that the

extinction of these fues is Nibbana. unlike salvation or Moksha of Hinduism' Buddha

used altogether other term i.e. Nibbana. one can seek Mokhsa after death' but Buddha

assrues his follower Nibbana within Present life only. Therefore, in Buddhist practices'

achieving Nibbana i.e. enlightenment is the highest goal of any Buddhist' According to

Buddha as he mentioned in his very first discourse at sarnath that attainment of the

nobleeightfoldpathmealrsNibbana.AccordingtoProf.YamakamiSogen,,,the

realization universal impermanence and non-soul lead to the eradication of manifold

causes of samsara, such as illusion, evi| passion, etc., while a correct rrnderstanding of

the third principle helps in taying the foundation of the fabric of true enlightenment and

suPremebliss,,'(Sogen2009:p35)ExplainingBuddha,sideasonNibbana,hischief

disciple Sariputta explained it as:

,,Bretlrett,kttutltloutlwtgreedisaile,onduileisresentwent.,,Toshedthisgrecd

;,:j l/[s resetirtpnt, there is tlrc Middle way utlich giaes us eyes to see and makes

., '.': .-..' li,ttlutg tts ort to peace, insight, enlightenttunt and Nibhana' "INhat is this
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Middle Way? k is not but tlw Noble Eight-fold Path of iglft outlook, ight aints,

ight speeclt, igli action, right rueans of liuelihoad, ight effort, right ruindfulness

and right concentration; this, Almsmen is the Middle Way . (Ambedkar1997: p395)

For Dr. Ambedkar, "Nibbana means enough control over passion so as to enable one to

walk on the path of righteousness. It was not intended to mean, anything more. That

Nibbana is another name for righteous life is made clear by the Buddha himself to

Radha". (Ambedkar 1997: pZ37)According to Buddha anybody can attain Nibbana in

lhis life, certainly women too. During his life he gave highest value to equality. He didn't

discriminate between classes and men and women.

The Noble Eightfold Path

The Noble Eighffold Path is one of the Four Noble Truths discovered by Buddha. It is

aiso treated as the path to end the sufferings and attainment of Nibbana. Walpoia Rahula

said of the eighffold path, "practically the whole teaching of the Buddha, to which he

devoted himself during 45 years, deals in some way or other with this path."(O'Brien

2015)The discourse on Noble Eightfold Path is considered as the "turning of the

Dhamma wheel." In his Book Buddha or Karl Marx, Dr. Ambedkar commented that the

aim of the Noble Eightfold Path was to establish the kingdom of righteousness ard

thereby to banish sorrow and unhappiness from the face of the lvorld. The noL,le

eightfold path is often classified into three broad areas or paths i.e. Panna (wisdom). Silr

,Moral Conduct) and Samadhi (Mental Discipline).

Revival of Buddhism by Dr. Babasaheb B. R Ambedkar

Conversion into the faith of Buddhism in 1956 was not merely an evenl 6o1 i1 vs ihe

movement initiated by Dr. Ambedkar himself along with Dalib of this narim drr

1920s. It was also not just a religious movement, but it was the mcrsrrert of

emancipation of marginalized communities for their selfdignity and all rqmd

development of the oncoming generations. Close obsewation b Dr- Ambedka/s

personal life reveals Orat his srtire mission of life was passing erough *n dikent
phases towards a gradually cleared goal i.e. to bring about a kabqddha Bharat

(Enlighened hrdia) into reality. It was his Utopra, the satre and proepeous fum of his

people could be possible through Buddhism only. A K Narain h hi$ ffificle maintaine4

"what Ambedkar wanted was a cessation of suffrrirlg, liberation from flle socirl
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Doctoral R

fte Hindu

.:;ressionandhumi]iation'LikeSiddharthaGotamaBuddhahispreoccupationwas

i..lththeproblemofhumansu{feringandconflictandhefoundhisobjectiveofsocial

changeforpurposeofcessationofsufferingandfreedomfromtheoppressionthrough

Burldhismasawayoflife'"(Naratn\994:p78)Duringhisuniversityeducationin

AmericaandEngland,heresearchedtherootcauseofdepressionofDalitcommunities.

ThroughtheexampleofEuropeanconmunitieswhichtransformedintoamodern

society from the graded communities, he got what equality and equal opportunities

couldbringaboutachange.Dr.B'R.Ambedkarrer.ivedBuddhismbyconverting

himself first along with five millions of his Dalit followers in Nagpur on L4th october

lg56.ModernDalitliteraryoutcomehasbeensignificantlyseenafterevent.Inthe

democraticairoftheindependentlndiathefollowersofBuddhismfromtheDalit

communitieshassignificantlyincreasedwithinthefirstdecadeofthegreatconversion.

Transformation of Dalit Community in the Air of Buddhism

GailomvedtcalledconversionasthebeginningofrenaissanceofBuddhisminthe

country'ItbroughtmassivechangeintheoutlookandbehaviourofDalitcommunities.

within first decade of conversion a number of Buddhists demographically roused to a

highnumber.Itwasthetimebeginningofself-prideofcallingoneselfBuddhist,anew

life.Themajordevelopmentofthisrenaissancewasthedevelopmentinthecultural

wing. The development of literature of protest occurred through the right to express' The

new renaissance in fact brought about psychological development, psyche of hferiority

asDalituntouchablewasreplacedwiththesuperiorityasBuddhist.Commentingupon

the conversion of Dalits into Buddhism as Namdeo Dhasal says:

,,Cotxrersion to Burldtism lreed tle sctrcduled castes ftoru ilwntltl twd psyclwlogical

etrslcuenrent. Religion has an attruction for the cofilmott wan and it utas not easy to

cluruge lds ettititde txcrvds it. The Bttddhists hxte liber*ted tlwtiseltes ftam cJd

ideasofKarmuanddestittyandfromluorsltipofHinduGods,Tosomeextentthis

focilitsted th.eir odopting tntioturl attitudes to tlwir corditions in society' the chnna

o.ftlrciractioitystit:ingtochangetheirconditionsforbetter,,(Sharma2006:p.68)

lr .\mbedkar,s Dalit morrements prepare the grounds for Dalit Literature and on

"::)r-nplavsaturningpointforit'TheradicalBuddhapresentedbyDr'Ambedkar

:.=-::::lecstheAmbedkarism'BuddhismadoptedbyDaiitcreativewritersisthesame
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Dalit Autobiography brought a wsld of hunger, povaty, insult oppression, iajustice

and struggle of Dalib to survive on the libary €nvas- Ttre autot*lgraphy nru inb two

different seb of the paradigm. Ttre fin$t b -&om being b becsmhg- and *Ie

other "pre Conversion Dalit Communit " ard -*E post f-<nrE rnm Transformed

Community". In both the paradigm the com-n:Lon #rra; ._.

.\mbedkar's influence on Dalit lives. These autobiographres c:','::=j -:=

t'ere crushed under the typical Indian social hierarchl'. Thus the',' a.-=i :s : :--r

the entire Dalit community and revealed to the u'orld the r.rntoi,i

undisclosed life of the Dalits. Buddhist Philosophy through Dr. .{mbedita: -: i= 
-'= -:

Dalits brought a sea change. It is a graphical representation of a hrsror:- -: -
anthropological change in the socio-cultural life of Dalits. "It is in these autobrcEra:l---

that we come across the authenticities of experience, rather, Iived experiences ',\.:j:l

form the bedrock of Dalit literature coming to us in different forms, Like poetrr-. Ece::

and others". (Singh 2013: p14)It not only records a change from a Hindu DaLr

community to a Buddhist Community, but also gave a g-raph of up gradation in the

standards of a Dalit's life. Some Dalit autobiographies prominently record these changes

very prominently.

Rejection of Go4 Soul (Anatta) and Acceptance of Rationality

Dalit Converted to Buddhism along with Dr. Ambedkar and took the Twenty Two Vows

based on the rejection of their previous illogical beliefs which were responsible for their

siavery. After Conversion, Dalit Community was transformed into Buddhist Culture

therefore, rejection of old faith was prominently seen in the Dalit Narratives. Shantabai

Kamble narrates the change occurred in the village, " After the Dharmantar (conversion

of religion, refers to the Dhamma Diksha, conversion to Buddhism of Dr. Ambedkar and

his followers) the fairs are mentioned as an event to see rather than ritually participate"

(Rege 2006" p161) She herself developed rationality therefore, even as a school going grrl

she did not enter the temples.

Dr. Jatava in his autobiography "The Silent Soldier" narrates the base of his post-

Doctoral Research u,hich was based on the Social Philosophy of Buddha u,hich rejects

the Hindu beliefs. "The D.Litt thesis was in fact, an elaboration of the ideolop' oi
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Ambedkar Movement. Dr. Ambedkar had taught us that neither fate, nor god, or

could save the downtrodden of India. For such ideas did not suPport man's freedom

change in the present situation, they dictate man to do his duties as prescriberi

varnashram dharma and to rvait to be born in the next birth in a family according

karma presently done." (Jatava 7999: p67)

Dr. Ambedkar's influence brought a Revolution in the thought process of the youtfu

Nagpur who automatically left their old beliefs and followed rationality. Vasant Moon

his autobiography "Growing Untouchables of India" maintained: "The youth

Ambedka/s call in the Janata weekly. There it was written'the Hindus gods were nffi

brought for us; don't do their puja. Their festivals are not ours; don't observe them' r

was possible for the older generation to forsake the entire Hindu culture one by one. Ncr

only this, the youth were conscious that il such an attempt were made all the wrestlm

would be against them."(lv{oon 2002: p43) Wamanrao Godbole, a hard+ore

Ambedkarite would inspire Dalit youth in Nagpur with his speeches: "We should rw:

travel on the paths of other. We only want to reform otu community, oul

neighbourhood. Before we adopt another religiory we have to wipe out culture of this

religion." (Moon 2002: pM)

With the wave of Rationalism under the influence of Dr. Ambedkar, Dalits showed least

interest and trust in superstitions and on the existence of spirits or ghosts. Moon writes;

"at nights I couldn't sleep until three or four in the morning. I kept my eyes half opened

just so much as a tail tree lets in spots of light through its shador.r's. However, no such

things as a ghost appeared to me. Attababa, Spearman used to roam throught the night

in burial grounds. He would say 'I have been wandering for so manv years in the

cemetery. I have not seen any ghosts, Ghosts are not outside of us, they are in our

minds". (Moo n 2002: p117)

Dr. Narenelra Jadhav's father Damu under th-e influence of Dr. Ambedkar adopted

rationality who condemned superstition and sorcery. But once in his absence Jadhav's

mother Sonu called a witch doctor taking her mother- in- law into confidence to cure her

sick son Sudha. But Damu appeared suddenly in home and became infuriated with the

iic-s€D€€ of such tricky men, he slapped him instantly.

---,= n.emorv of Urmila Pawar when she was a young girl she saw the Changes

.- -.-::-..: ir. Lhe Dalit Community after the Conversion Ceremony. The people became

' .-- - I :j- r s:rrped believing in superstitions. "Atl such things-ghosts/ and
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sup€rnatural expedences-stopped abruptly afur the corrYeEskxr 6ctry E re

{Pawar2003:p109)AfterNagpur,sConversiorrCeremonygr.'wIcL

-{mbedkar, the Neo-Buddhists organized local program&€s of C-srvsr*n Clry

One such programme was organieed in Gogte College in Rakragiri q'ke ['ffi

participatedalongwithherfamily.Peopleimmediatelyadheredupontlxinstrdtinr

given to them while converting to Buddhism. Desertion of idols of gods ara gqfu

was the first work the enfue Dalit Community did alter that programme:

]alitwritersthroughtheirautobiographiesnarratedthechangesthatoccurredwtthDr.

-mbedkar's call for Conversion. Dalit Communities started adopting rational wav of LiJe

:'' stopping the worship of gods and godd-esses. After the Conversion Ceremony man}.

.,alits drowned their idols of gods. The Twenlv Two vows given by Dr. Ambedkar

rspiredthemtodiscardalloldbeliefsandritualswhichwereresponsiblefortheir

'm touchabilitY and marginalitY'

The Universal Law of lmpermanence and Experiences of Dalit Writers:

AccordingtoBuddhismnothingispermanentintheworld.Everyelementinthisworld

neither be created nor destroyed. The change of form and change in the life of living is

inevitable. Dalit r.r'riters also depict the change in life with the advancement of life' old

age and diseases. These natural changes occur in human being help develop the wisdom

cf writers and well as Communitv'

Dr. ]atar.a narrates the incidence of his father's death which made him courageous'

,,When I was at the far end of my eleventh vear/ m\' father was suddenly taken away

irom among us. He was still in robust health, rvhen a choked throat pairrlessly ended his

earthlyabodeandleftusalldeepli.berear,ed.,,.fiatava1999:p3)Henarratesthe

incidence from his school where he sau' dving animals and human skeleton in school

laboratorv that help developed hls wisdom. "we saw mother growing old and the sister

attaining youth. But none of us felt defeated; tather we all set in towards the days of the

ligh! progress and happiness'" (Jatava 1999: p73)

Daya Pawar wrote Baluta, he also r.t'itnessed the deterioration of his father's health and

finally death. The writer aiready had knou'ledge about his father's ill habits of drinking

and womanising therefore, he had developed a Sense of hatred for him' His father,s
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leteriorationbtoughtWisdomtothewriterwhichhelpedrealisingtheultimate

human life.

SharankumarLimbale's"TheOutcaste"isaveryboldautobiographyincase

revealationasayoungman'Carlyingdeadanimals'skinningitandthentake

somemeattoeatwasaroutinewclrkforDalits.Beingaschoolgoingboy,Sharan

Limbale developed a habit of contemplating over the dead animals' This was the

whyhed.evelopedaversionforcleadanimals.Heunderstoodtheverynafureof

whichistendingtodecayi'e'impermanence'"Theskeletonofadeadanimallay

for many days. Ribs, the jaw, eye-sockets, horns, teeth, legs, everything looked

gruesome.Inschoolwewereonceshownahumanskeletonwhichlookedfar

horrifying." (Limbale 2005: P15)

In Buddhism it is believed that the four elements of body get mixed with the

elements of the earth. The writer is revealing the same elements and its merging tith

earth. These incidences of death and diseases by the writer suggest that the \^rits

acceptedtheideaofanniccafromBuddha.Therealisahonoflmpermanencecomestc

vasant Moon with the demise of Dr. Ambedkar and while standing near the blazing

funeral pyre of Dr. Ambedkat in Dadar, Mumbai'

Dalit writers through these references have shown their understanding and

realisation about the nature of human life. Their observation to the death of living

beingandthendecayofthecorpsdevelopedtheirknowledgeandwisdom.Their

ultimatelessonisthattheeverylivingbeingisreacheditsdeathsomeday.Thisnot

onlyhelpscorrectingonceKammabutalsohelpingeneratingmeritsforhealthy

life and hapPiness.

Nibb ans (Enlightenment) and new Understanding

Nibbana is the ultimate aim of a Bud'dhist to achieve in one's life' To free from all desires

ancl practice of the Noble Eighfr--lrt Patir is essential for dre hiibbana' It is d're awakening

of Bodhi mind and bliss of liberty. [n case of Dalit writers they were striving to be

Iiberated from the clutches of the unjust society. Therefore, restoration of human values

bv organising a movement initiated by Dr' Ambedkar was the primary task the Dalit

.,,rirers undertook. on one hand Dalit writers were following the Buddhism taught by

]: .l.mbedkar i.e. to generate merits and on the other hand they were burdened with the

-j:.. :- iberate Lheir community fuom the unjustified social structules' Therefore'

:1-':: :l :::r. ot t}r-is liberate communiqv into Buddhism in the r,iew of Dr' Ambedkar
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was the goal of Dalit writers. Dalit writers through their autobiographies bac s::;':

their departurefromworldly desires and cravings. Following the virtuous path a-':':

practice of Bucldhism, Dalit writers knowingly or unknowingly generated merit through

the lt4oral Code of Conduct and accepting utter Humanism'

Daya Panar was growrr up in the Nagpada of Mumbai which was adjacent to the red

Light district of Kamathipura and Golpitha. The environment of his neighbourhood n-as

obviousl.V not healthy, fu]l of corruptron, cheating, and prostitution was at every step

writer remains untouched of all these demerits through Education and guarding of his

mother from these ills. He always found his father who was a drunkard as well as

tomaniser in the wrong company^ He develops aversion towards all these ill habiE'

pawar was always contemplating for the Liberty of his Community ftom all these ill

habits which u'ere deep rooted in his community as blur'

Sh.arankumar Limbale being the Akkarmashi suffered a lot as he had no identity at all

since everyone within and outside of his caste keated him as impure. so he hated all

people who were responsible for his condition. Later when one of his sister's Nagi

started seeing one Nandu Patil, he felt a sense of anger as she too would give birth to

illicit children as their mother did. He shouted at his sister and beat her and tried to

dissuade her from such illicit relationship. Another incidence is noteworthv here' One

upper caste girl named shobhi used to abuse Sharan and his ftiends in the name of their

low status. Once, Parshya and Sharan decided to avenge the insult she did by counter

ursulting her. Once seeing her all alone they stop her on way to river' Since a mere touch

of untouchables polluted the upper caste people, Parshya held her hand to make her feel

rnsulted and polluted ancl a thought to deflower her occurred to them' But some virtue

clissuades them from committing that sin. Here Sharan shows Maturity and Control

over his Desires.

Through their autobiographies, Dr. D. R. |atava, Vasant MoorL Sharankumar Limbale or

Urmila par.var have shown their material or carnal desires knowingly or unknowingll''

These writers personally along with their families came under direct influence of Dr'

Ambedkar's Movements. Therefore, Buddhist Values were inculcated in their fan:rilr

Culture and self. As a result of their family background and neighbourhood that $'as

somewhat unhealthy, Daya Pau.ar and Sharankumar Limbale subsequentiv u'ithdrart'

irom material clesires shown in their character and eamed Character personallr' througr

Education and later coming in contact with Dr. Ambedkar's works AspecE oi esca:'=
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tromallkindsofdesire,developingt,isdomand.earningmeritsbyallthesewriters

rndicative of their path of enlightenment (Nibbana)'

significantl present the growth of moralifY (Sila) and code

These autobiograPhies !

communities especiallY after the conversion. Growth of
conduct rn dalit

number of Buddhist monks from amongst the followers
monasteries and increased

masslve change rn the moral code of conduct of
Dr Ambedkar brought about

intellectual and dalits. Education and
society Fve rrse to an

of essential wisdom expected ll:I Buddhism. It helpt Ii
growth helps ln development

and harmony wifi the other upper caste communities to*'ar&
growth of cooperation

environment ln the counkv, These hansformed communities arE

the building of secular

and leaving the trade identical to their castes. Most of ther,
taking occupations of dig"ity

tive and corporate jobs. Attendance rn the Buddhk
are eyeing for the administa

to a\,!'arenesS towards Buddhism with the forging of th€
monasteries increased due

days, helps rn developing interest ln the medibational
identity for the observance

after conversion into Buddhism observation of three major elements
practices. Therefore,

indicati of wuy to Nibbana is significantlY seen ln neo-
of Noble Eightfold path ve

Buddhist communities in the country

Conclusion

Buddha,sLawoflmpermanenceandTheoryofNon.soulmadetheBuddhismrational

and scientific' These theories brought into practice by Buddha in such a time when

conceptslikesuperstition,blackmagic'existenceofspirits'ghostsandevils'lifeafter

d.eath, salvation a{ter death ancl heaven and hell were prevailed in the country' Buddha,s

teachings came as the outcome of samana culture of the contemporary renunciants who

werechallengingtheclaimofreligiousbeliefofGod,scontroloverthelifeanddeattu

Theillpracticesbyorthod.oxreligiousbeliefswereusedfortheexploitationofpoorand

ignorantpeople.Th.esufferingsofthesehelplessmenwereincreasedwiththepracticeof

theseirrationaltheories;therefore,Buddhahadtodealtheseissuesinaconvincing

manner and methods. Buddha gave his philosophical ideas in a lucid anct easy language

Soanyonemaypracticethevaluesunafraiclofhisgatiafterthedeath.Ambedkarite

Bucldhism radically rejects the possibility of life after death' Buddha gave the Noble

Ei'Ehtfold Path to lead a virtuous life and earn merits to reach Nibbana'

]:Bab,asahebB.R.Ambedkarisarevolutionarymanofourtime,weknowhimforhis

:-:: ::alemic achievements, but more for his tireless works for social reformation and
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lringing back a rational Buddha, a radical one for emancipation of dalits in Lndran socraL

setup. Dr. Ambedkar's conversion of his people into Buddhism was for forging of the

:,lentitr. and restoration of dignitv. connecting dalits with Buddhism by Dr. Ambedkar

,r.as for the liberation from the mental slavery, cessation of their sufferings originated

:,riginaily from casteism and for seeking equality. Buddhism as expected b1' Dr'

.imbecll<ar brought a massive socio-cultural change for dalits especially in the field of

arts and literatute. Dahit autobiographies recorded the graph of dalit's development from

-Je ignorant and robbed community in the name of varnashram Dharma till the

:rnversion to the progressive Buddhist Community in the present time' The role of

3u,ldhist Monasteries is immense in developing people',s interest in meditational

:ractices the aspect of sarnadhi given in the Noble Eightfold Path' The individual

erperiences by the writers and records of their community give us a picture of

transformed their lives through practices of Buddhi.st principles and precepts. Especialiy

.,lrrdetstand principle Anitya and Anatta helped them grasped the scientific and rationai

r-ision of Buddhism which further lead them follow the Noble Eightfold path indicative

cf walking towards enlightenment the ultirnate Nibbana'
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DR, f)r. Madhukarrao Wasnik: A Visionary Ambedkarite
Politician and Educationist

Dr. Sudesh Bhowate

Post Ambedkar dalit leadership rs often

questioned for their contribution to the

development of society. It u.as such a time when

leaders were engaged in baking their cakes on

political hearlh. There are a very few who were

consistently engaged in the social cause through

their contribution in terms of socio-cultural and

educational development. Dr. Ambedkar himself
found education as the key to all round

development of the community; therefore,

through his Bahishkrut Hitkarani Sabha he

established schools and hostel for the backrvard

communities in 1920s-30s and brought a rnassir-e

educational awakening. Later he fbund People's

Education Society for Higher Educational

Development. But After Dr. Ambedkar focusing

on the educational development of the comrmrnity

was neverbeen the priority to the leaders.

From the beginning supporl from Nagpur

and Vidarbha put a great impetus to the Ambedkar'

movement. Many meetings of scheduled caste

federations were held in Indora where Dr.

Ambedkar himself had parlicipated number of
times. Such an area like Norlh Nagpur from where

a large number of supporter and activists
parlicipated in Ambedkar movement was later

remained ignored by post Ambedkar leadership.

Dr. Madhukarao Wasnik unlike other leaders

while doing his medical practice in IndoraNagpur
grieved with the pathetic conditions of people

with higher education. The be_einning of P.W.S.

College by him in indola was a great ler-olution in
late 1960s. The institution not onl1, lu1fil1ed the

educational need ofthe people but also brousht a

ray of hope to weaker section of society majoritl-
of which were dalits, OBCs, Muslims and Tribal
for having a dreamy career through public and

private sector employment.

In the leadership of Dr. Madhukanao
Wasnik teachers and employee of the institution

initiated many projects directly helping

and brought all round social awakenir:

later period Dr. Wasnik when he r,''as

with his active role in Republican Partr

under the leadership of Barister
Khobragade and later when he joined

never had shifted his attention tic:,
institution. Also From the beginning

concentrated on the vouth fiom dalit

Dr.

for their skill based development because

were the future pillars of the communitr-

institute of Youth Welfare (IIYW) is one c':

project where he initiated an organized

training for the youth of the region, especiall'"

girls. His contribution in educational field
as another feather in the cap 'Indira Gandhl

and Commerce College', in rural area

Kalmeshwar in 1984. During last 50 years

institutions under the leadership of Dr. Wasnik

made a significant contribution in the

educational development of the

communities of suburban and rural part

Nagpur.

The life of Dr. Madhukar:rao Wasnik is fui-

of struggle and hardships. It is highly inspiring ic

the present generation u,ho might found

themselves be trapped between personal and

political career. Dr. Wasnik enjoys his lo,'e,i

Medical Profession as well as his involvement in

Political sphere to continue the works of Dr.

Ambedkar. The achievements and opportunities

in medical academics and politics come in his war

through hardship only and there was no lookins

back. On occasion of 50 years of P.W.S. Arts and

Commerce College rvhich is now extended with

his own name, the brief lile sketch of Dr.

Madhukarrao Wasnik would certainly be

motivating and inspirational to students andyouth

of the present generation.
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Hardships and Struggle of FamilY:

Dr. Madhukarao Wasnik was bom on 23'o

January 1935 in Ganeshpur (Bhandara) at

scheduled caste matricttlated Bidi Kamgal father's

home. The name of father w'as Shyamrao Thunaji

Wasnik and mother's name was Kamalabai' He

was also raised in the tamily of freedom fighters'

One of his Cousins Late Kamal Wasnik becomes

martyr during Quit India Movement in1942'

Another Cousins late Premlath Wasnik was

involved in the Goa Libelation movement and

later elected as the MLA. Therefore, patriotism

and social work was naturally inculcated in him

lrom the childhood. It was the time when

education was not easily available to backward

communities in village. As his father understood

the importance of education to overcome from

poverty due to Dr. Ambedkar's movements, so he

clirected his children on the path of academics'

Unforlunately Madhukalrao was 14 only when he

lost such a visionary father and left the

responsibility of three bright children on his

mother Kamalabai's shoulders' Father'less

Madukarrao's childhood passed thn'otlgh manv

hardships due to poor and pitiable condition oithe

family, but his mother took all care tbr l-Ler

children's studies so that they mrght not go a\\'a\'

from education. To support his education in the

year Ig54 he started working rn \lahar

Regimental Centre, Sagar (M'P') for fes nlonths'

His Mother always told her son that he ultst

educate himself and become a doctor and

eventually serve the have-nots' Nladhukar-rao

passed his inter from Govt. Science College'

Nagpur and took admission in Gor-t' medical

College, Nagpur which he completed in 1960 and

later passed DCH in 1 965.

Career in Medicine and a Devoted Physician:

Due to driving forces fi'om his family

background he turned toward medical education

for social service. When the famous freedom

flghter late Shri Marpakwarji opened a school in

Lashkaribag Nagpur, Madhukartao who was a

student of MBBS, he starled teaching in a school

out of the inner urge to do something for the

community. After completing his MBBS he

starled his medical practice at four centres in

Indora, Sadar, Gaddigodam and Ambedkar Marg

the then known as slum areas. These centres were

overly crowded with patients from morning till

late night. He charged a very meager fee for his

poor patients. Many a times these patients had

nothing to pay but Dr. \\'asnik gave them

treatment and medicine' Sometimes he carried

critical patients to medical college in his own

vehicle personally. Due to such a nature, within a

short span of time he became the leading

practitioner in Nagpur. His sincere remorse for his

patients who came from very poor backgrounds

t".urr. the key to his popularity' Being a

Pediatrician he organized many health camps for

children. With the growth of his popr'rlarity he

became the first doctor to stafi a multispecialty

clinic in North- Nagpur rn i970s u'hich u'as

inaugurated b1' Er Union \finister Late Babu

Jgajir anram and Er. Hotne I'linister of \i S' Late

Shli. Balasaheb Desai. To take care of darl)'\\'age

eariers an,J \Iolkarin's (A domestic help) kids he

started Balr ihals in Indora' Aiso he stated

Sutrkagruha (rnatelnity home) for women in797 L

Education as a Key to the development of

Backrvard Communities :

North Nagpur was earlier known as very

backward and sui:rounded by slums' Workers of

Model Mill and Empress Mill who migrated fi'om

the far and the surrounding Districts u'ere living

here in huts and make shift shades' Except

Municipal Corporation School no educational

institutions were available here' Therefore'

Students from these areas were struggling to get

higher education due to unavaiiabiliq of Higher

EJucational Institutions' Students had to u a1k 8-

10 km to attend colleges in 1960s Hnndreds of his

patients had narrated to Dr' \\hsnik tl.ieil children's
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troubles in getting education. Especially
travelling to attend distant college for girls rn
those days was not safe. Dr. Wasnik w.as the first
social worker who understood people,s troubies at
that time. Being a hard core foilorver of Dr.
Babsaheb Ambedkar rvhom he personally met in
1954 in Bhandara, he understood the imporlance
of education for the progress and development of
the backward communities. He himself acquired
degrees in Humanities and in Law apart from his
medical is indicative of his personal love for
knowledge and studies. Also during his practice
he comes in contact with Education Minister
Madhukar Chaudhary and later long association
with him had a strong influence on Dr. Wasnik.
Chudhariji also insisted hirn to open school or
college to help these poor people. Dr. Wasnik
without delay established people's Welfare
Society's in 1967 and it's Arts & Commerce
College in 1968 in Indora to promote higher
education and self-dignity among them. His close
friends like Dr. R.R. Bhole, Shri. Balaraj Aher; Dr.
Sankale, and Shri. Wamanrao Gedam supported
him for the establishment of the college. After his
medical practices and presently his initiation of
higher educational institute in the area, Nofih
Nagpurbecomes his Karmabhoomi. It is amatter
of fact that P.W.S. Arts and Commerce College
established on the piece of land which he bought
for opening a Multi-specialty Hospital of its own
type in Vidarbha region. The urgency of the
college for his brethren made him stay in rented
house when the college began functioning on his
personal land. For hirn no happiness was bigger
thanwatching his oun dream ofpWS Collese was
redeemed in his own land.

In the college Subjects hke pali prakrit and
Dr. Ambedkar Thought for UG besides other
traditional courses were introduced u.hich
received a massive response frorn students. The
college gives toper in these subjects in the
University almost every year. The college also
has the biggest PG department in the university,

runnlng as many as 10 pG Cours;r
accreditated B+ 6y NAAC pWS Colles. -__

date produces more than 50.000 Gradi.:-.
Post Graduate in Arts and Commerce ul_:_

placed alumni. Under the able guidance _,

Wasnik PWS College becomes the Cer::
Community Services in the region.
seventies and eighties Dr. Wasnik ask.:
teaching staff to sulvey the slums and
villages. Teachers after teaching hours nit:
Kamgar and daily wage labours families:
their problems and eventually tried to solr e

they also encouraged them to send their chr-.r-m
to schools.

Till 1980s he had seen the troubles =;difficulties of rural students who come to crt, ::,r
higher education. Problems of accommodatic,: :,:
transpoftation made these students lear e t:;:
education in the middle. Many of his cl:_-:
associate in social works hails from rural are..
like Kalmeshwar insisted him to take care of the-=
rural students as well. It's very surprising fact th,:
this area was known for the very powerful leader="

none of them bothered to look into the educationa_
development of the area. Therefore, Dr. Wasnii,
established one more Senior College i:-
Kalmeshwar, 17 KM from Nagpur. A die han
Congress man he opened this college in the 1,ea:
1984 after the name of Late prime Minister Indira
Gandhi in her memory. This college is aiso
running courses for Graduation and posr

Graduation. Besides these two senior colleges Dr.
Wasnik inspired many of his close associates for
opening educational institutions for the Backward
and Minority Communities in Nashik, Bhandara.
Gondia, Gadchiroli and Chandrapur Districts. He
personally visited the places and provided
necessary help in this regard. Dr. Wasnik,s
intention was to spread education equally to all
with the intension ofpay back to the society.

Second Generation Ambedkarite Leadership
in Politics and Academics :

Dr. Wasnik's practice in medicine and his
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works in the held of education won the hearts of

people in Vidarbha in 1960s' While in practice

onty Or. Wasnik's assoctation with Republican

Students Federation brought him close to

Barister Rajabhau Khobragade' Due to such

popularity in Indora, Gaddigodam and

sunounding tural areas. Barrister Khobragade and

Adv. Sakharam Meshram insisted him that he

should contest the NNIC elections' Due to his

social worker's bent initially he hesitated on such

offer. But very sool1 1-re reaiized that he could help

poor people in area like Indora as member of

ilfr,lC. He agreed to contest NMC election' Great

leadership qualities and his abilities through

social work were the key f'actors in winning the

NMC election in 1968 against Ex-MLA and

Mayor of Nagpur Dr. D. P. Meshram, Abig name

in Siate politics. Also he elected as the chairman of

standing Committee in 1971' Due to his

association with Dr. Rajabhau Khobragade and as

he himself was from bidi Kamagars family he had

seen the problems of men in this work, he took

interest in the issues of Bidi Kamagar' He joined

Bidi Kamagar Sangh. He involved personally in

many agitations organized during those days for

the r-ighis of these workers' He becomes the Vice-

President of RPI during the tenure of Dr'

Khobragade as President' He also became the

organizer of Bidi Kamagar of Nagpur' Bhandara

und Chat drapur districts and fight tor their rights'

He had to go to remote areas to meet these r'r'orkers

on the cost of his own earnings from his clinics

without anY regrets.

Dr. Wasnik was a very conscious person for

protecting rights of backward communitie s' Many

posts in medical college Nagpur had no

reser-vations for people from these communities'

Dr. Wasnik was instrumental in getting

reservation in different faculties in Medical

College for the post of House Officer and

Registrar for which he ceaselessiy fought with the

state govemment in 1963' In Norlh Nagpur' a

*ajortty of Muslim and backward communities

get easy medical treatment and medicines u ith

tirirrr- charges in Indira Gandhi \4edical

Coliege (Mayo). It 197I, this Medical College

was on the verge of closure due to ruling and

opponent parties during his tenure as Chairman of

Siranding-Committee in NMC' His fighting spirit

for common men seen when, he fought tooth and

nail to save IGMC from closure' His efforls are

stili acknowledged by IGMC' He was also

instrumental in reopening of Post Graduate

courses in IGMC which were closed down earlier'

Dr. Wasnik surprised all the established

politician of the time on national leve1 when he

t".o*., Dean of Medical Faculty of Nagpur

University by defeating Ex' Union Health

Minister and founder Director of the Mahatma

Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences, Sevagram

Dr. Sushila Nayar in1914' Dr' Nayar was known

for her association w'ith Mahatma Gandhi and

high respect as national leader' Election of Dean

of Medical College was very crucial one' Itwas of

his identity through social works he created and

Great social worker Baba Amte and others had

suppofied him for this election, he defeated Dr'

Xuyu, with huge margin' Later when he met Late

pttl tndlra Gandhi, she was pleased to hear that

news. Another sensational achievement occurred

during this time that he become the Member of

Manag ement C ommitte e of the Nagpur univ ers it'l'

by def, ating another heavy personality in the field

oiM.di.ine Dr. Rajani Rai who was laterbecame

the Governor of Pondichery in the BJP

government (1998-2003)' Due to these impor-tant

*i, ln such a prestigious elections Dr' \\Iasnik

become the iconic personality in Medical Coile se

and in the Nagpur University' Soon one ttl'''re

achievement he bagged rn 1975-76 u'hen he

elected as the Senate member and also ele;t:i :'

Member of Executive Councrl tri \ii:r-:T

University. He was also becotl-Le i1'': 1'-i'i

President of theAcademv of \ledic:i S;t;:r;:' ::l

important academic associatitrn 'll -''r rleLii oi

*.di.ir.. These u-ere the ":1--';' 
.illl-ilts :nd
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-::,, j:nli.' records for which his name was among

:e l,.r'trbable candidates for the Vice

L hancellolship ofNagpur University.

Being a popular Pediatrician, Dr. Wasnik

had foreseen the wider scope of the branch like

Pediatrics. But earlier Pediatrics was the part of

the medicine faculty. A specialized study of this

tieid was the need of the hour but none had shown

any lnovement in this regard. He was constantly in

touch with renowned Pediatrician in the country

Prof. Dr. A.M. Sur in this connection. As Dean in

the Facuity of Medicine he prepared a draft along

r.vith specialized Professors and getting it passed

in the University Board of Studies tn l974.In this

way Discipline of Pediatrics separated frorn

Medicine, due to which Nagpur University

becomes first in the nation to have a Special

Discipline of Pediatrics. This seminal

contribution of Dr. Wasnik was publically

acknow'ledged by A11 India Pediatrics Association

in its National Conference.

It was the time when upper caste doctors

only had monopoly in university politics and

members from backward community were

sidelined. Therefore, Dr. Wasnik's success in

prestigious University elections made him hero

among Doctors from marginalized and minority

communities. Also Members from backward

communities ahvays need felt of one organtzation

which could help them for protecting their rights

and provide a united force for {ighting against

injustice. Dr. Wasnik took initiatives in this regard

and gathers these doctors under the banner of Dr.

Ambedkar Medicos -\ssociation rn 1916-77. A

loved leader Dr. \\asnik becotrtes the founder

President of the orgattizatton u.liich is still

working on wider perspecti\-es as Nationai level.

He was also associated s-tth Grants International

the famous organization. Dne to hts caliber as

leader he was elected as the President of the

Organization. He was also became the President

of Nagpur Unity Centre, devoted for the cause of

National lntegration.

In the early 1960s Late Babu Jagjivanrar-

and Balasaheb Desai proposed he to join Con-ures.

but Dr. Wasnik refused initially due to hr.

attachment with RPI, especially with Bamste:

Rajabhau Khobragade. But he witnessed the spi-:

of RPI at the residence of Dadasaheb Gaiku'ad -:-

Nashik and fiustrated with the selfish motitt c:

RPI leaders. Utterly disappointed with th-'.'

incidence he then joined Congress after few-1'ea:.

to continue his social work through a Nation."

Party. With his works and devotions to the soci;-

cause within a few years he became a pioneei

Dalit leader in creating Congress Pafiy platform i:
North Nagpur which is earlier known as hard core

RPI for1e. It was the time when no Congressma-

could dare enter in North Nagpur due to people.

intense emotional feelings for their messiah D.

Ambedkar. Because of his popular medlca.

practice, his wide contacts among Poor, Backrvar,J

people and Minorities and his seifless works il
social causes Dr. Wasnik was the first Congress

Party worker who convinced people and make

Congress Party popular among them. Hi;

influence on local workers and leader on the basi-=

of trust he created for Parly work, he was made

Vice-President of Congress Nagpur in 1975 the

crucial year of emergency and also he was made

General Secretary of MPCC (I) in 1980 by late

Ms. Indira Gandhi. It was this time when manl-

hard core Congress leaders were leaving Party and

joined BJP and other independent parlies. Dr'

Wasnik had a great belief in the leadership of Iron

LadyLate PM Indira Gandhi. He was also knou:m

for his close association with Late Rajivji Gandhi-

Under the great affection for Rajivji Gandhi he

organised three medical camps in 14 blocks of'

Amethi Loksabha Constituency in 1981-83 where

he facilitated three teams of doctors fromNagpur.

As a leader of grassroots, Dr. Wasnik's has

been associated with Congress for more than 50

years now with his devotion to the social cause

through pafiy leadership, but inspite of his

hardships and devotions he remained the unsune

w@@a t
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relo of the Par!' tlom Vidarbha who was intently

.rdelined every trrne by the West Maharashtra

eadership on the basis of Caste. Inspite of his

.elfless efforls for parly every time MLA seat was

_:rven to RPI candidates under coalition which

they lost many a times. Under the leadership of
Late Rajivji Gandhi, the first national leader who

lecognized Dr. Wasnik's efforls fbr party in
\ridarbha region and recommended him for MLC

seat (1990-96) as Govemor's nominee in the

social worker's category. In this w'ay Dr. Wasnik's

,50 years of Parly work was recognized for these

Six years that too as under Govemor's nominee.

. As he was known fbr, he utilized this

opporlunity for the maximum. As an MLC, he was

a very active and vocal member of the house,

pioneer in hghting against the corrupt practices,

corrupt officials, particuiarly in the interest of
conlrron and for public cause. It was a record that

he raised more than 1900 questions in Vidhan

Parishad. As an MLC Dr. Wasnik was one of the

pioneers who raised his voice in Vidhan Parishad

for a separate Medical University in the state

during 1993-94. He fought single handedly for the

same. He wanted the Univelsity to be in Nagpur.

Political maneuvering and meanu'hile due to

change in govemment eventuallr, took it to Nashik

(1995), but all concerned sti1l ackrosledge Dr.

Wasnik's initiative. He was also instrumental in

drafting Maharashtra Univelsjn' Act. 199-1. Due

to his efforts only ICCU unit and labour room

opened in IGMC Nagpur. A very significant role

he played in Vidhan Parishad when he brought in

light Dal Ghotala. Due to his arguments in the

assembly ruling party leaders becomes

speechless. A National Daily Lokmat declared

him "The Hero ofthe Day" for such efforls.

Supporting the Wildfire: the literature of

Marginalized

Dr. Wasnik's contribution in supporting

Dalit literary and cultural movement in

Maharashtra is noteworlhv. Dalit literature is the

literature of marginalized people in the natlon.

This important medium is instrumental in

connecting all dalit communities in the nation for

raising their voice against socio-cultural injustice

and their protest against unjust system in the name

of caste. For more than a decade dalit writers were

thinking of creating a platform for them but

needed all round help. Famous thinker Dr. M. N.

\\'ankhede rvas the friend of His, time to time he

talked to Dr. \\/asnik fol a suppofiing hand in

der.eloping aplatfonn fbr dalitu'riters. Dr. Wasnik

come fonr,ard rvith helping hand by facilitating a

team of P.W.S. Arts and Commerce College,

Nagpur and its building for organizing First

significant Akhil Bharatiya Dalit Sahitya

Sammelana on 17'n and 18'' January 1916.

Emergency was just over then. Therefore, in such

a condition it was quite a difficult to gather people

from all over the country in one place. He was

made Chainnan of Reception Committee of the

Sammelana. He personally involved in drafting a

plan to make the event successful. In the

Sammelana Baburao Bagul grace the occasion as

the inaugurator and Dr. M. N. Wankhede Chaired

the Sammelana The event was grand success in

preparing a ground for dalit literary and cultural

movement in the state. Dr. Wasnik's image as

social worker and as a grass root level worker of
the congress parly helps in organising event

smoothly. Therefore his contribution is still

remembered by all the dalit writers who saw the

involvement of Dr. Wasnik in FirstAll India Dalit

Sahitya Sammelana. He also edited the Magazene

"Nikay" devoted to dalit writing.

Commitmentto the Society: foundationof IIYW

Dr. Wasnik is deeply involved in the social

services and social work throughout the 1if-e. His

approach has always been remained sl stettratic

and scientific and his focus is on the upliltrti:r.it .-,i

suppressed, oppressed and r"inder p:i', r-:ged

communities. Therefore. dr:e tr. hrs art.:.'-{it-'tent

and involvement in social s.r'1.i: D: \\;rsnik

established The lndran In.:r:,.:: : . \ -'-r:1, \\ eltere.
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\"-g]-rur in l9l3 which is a Non-profit Voluntary

\genc1,' dedicated to work among the under

plir ile-eed slum, rural and tribal communities

especially focusing on issues relating to youth

u.e1fare, child welfare, promoting women

development and organizing communities for

integrated development. Dr. Madhukarrao

Wasnik is the founder President of IIYW and his

close colleague Shri. Manohar Golpelwar, a well

known social worker is the secretary of the

institute. Shri. Golpelwarji previously was the

Director of International Youth Centre,

Chanakyapuri. He was called by Dr. Wasnik to

work with him in this seminal work.

The biggest strength of the nation today is

its youth. But due to issues like caste, creed and

economically poor condition, a large number of
the youths are not in main stream yet. A
nationwide programme focusing all round

development of youth was needed so that this

youth could contribute to the growth of the nation.

IIYW is the leading organisation for youth and

social work in Western India. The institute

believes that the young people, their benefactors

and others engaged in the work of growing

process of social change and development play a

very imporlant role in shaping the society as well

as empowering youth on preciousness of life is
essential for sustaining a community's life with

dignity. Vision building, empowennent and team

work are essential to address the mortality,

morbidity child protection and extinction, and

therefore the institute attempts to plan and

organized sel'eral need based programmes/

projects and trainin-q courses. The institute has

branches in Chandrapur. Gadchiroli. R.alegaon,

Lonara andTamia (M.P.)

While plannin-e and implernenting
activities, institute takes care that actir-ities

identified should be based on the felt need of the

communities with whom the instirute works. At
the same time institute takes care that the activities

identified and implemented should also r": -l@

a process of accomplishing the goa". tn!fld

objectives of the institute. Therefore, efit:--. m
always made to matchthe needs ofthe coml::-:rt$

and objectives of the institute. The rl-i:--rm
intends to initiate a process of self sustaine:- ,ef
reliant process of development ir-:r'r
communities for accomplishing this people ;-urf'

community's needs to be empowered anc :s
organised. With this approach and strate_:,:r

institute is engaged in various activities unde: --,e

leadership and guidance of Dr. Wasnik.

Efforts forthe Dream ofVidarbha State:

From the beginning Dr. Wasnik has be=

supporling the demand of separate Vidarbha in :e
light of a thought that small states der,elt-,ri

rapidly with equal representations to maximut:

Even Dr. Ambedkar favoured the 314 small state'

within Maharashtra for the all round developmen:

The demand of separate Vidarbha was quite an oii
but statesman and leaders especially from the

West Maharashtra opposed this separation. Manr

Commissions already gave their reports favounng

the separate Vidarbha. Dr. Wasnik time to time

pursues the matter to the Central leadership oi
Congress and later before other ruling Parties bui

once elections in State and Centre are over the

demand left behind.

Dr. Wasnik always stands with the leaders

of grassroots of the Vidarbha agitating always for

the rightful demand. During his MLC tenure he

fought tooth and nail to bring every possible

facilities and developmental plans for the

Vidarbha. Through his speeches in Mdhan

Parishad he drew attention of the house towards

the negligence of State towards Vidarbha in terms

of meager development in irrigation for

agriculture, creation of employment, creation of
small and large scale industries, imporlance of
Statutory Development Board for the Vidarbha,

improvement in Health Seruices and requirement

of more number of doctors for rural Vidarbha,
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jiilrlanenet of secretariat based at Nagpur etc.

'rom his speeches given in Vidhan Parishad one

-an easily guess his urgency of justice to the

:leople of Vidarbha. He raised his voice loudly for
>cparate Mdarbha from inside the house and from
,he road along with his fellow friends. When

,'.eitations for separate Telangana State rvere

.11tense in A.P. in 2012-13 at the same time the

entire local leaders came on the road with their

.lemand of separate Vidarbha. Dr. Wasnik u,as

stand with the hardcore leadership r,'.ith firm
rrttitude. Coincidentally Telangana won the battle

br-it unforlunately Mdarbha's demand delayed one

rurore time. It brought a great fiustration to all
Vidarbhaite leaders who are fighting for years, but
Dr. Wasnik though hurl this time but is still
looking forward to the near future favouring the

dleam ofVidarbha.

A Leader of Unparallel Caliber and a down to
the earth person:

Dr. Wasnik is loved andrevered inhis friend

circle and amongst his followers. On his birth day

on 23'o January evely year quelles of his well-
rvishers gathered from momin_s till the evening in

his home at Shivaji Nagar. Plesentlv the veteran

leader is away from the active polttics )'et his

associates and friends meet him like earlier. He

still shares his memories and good moments of hrs

life with all of his old friends. People stril lbund in

him a guide and a mentor politician tbr their

backward community. Even at such a ripened age

he expresses his opinion boldly and fearlessly on

the present situation in the country. His every

speech especially on Independence and Republic

days given in P.W.S. College are always equipped

with his concerrl for his brethren and the country.

His encouragements to teachers and sfudents

provide an impetus to them towards the notion of
pa1'back to societr, through our rvork of teaching

leaming. After the program he u,ou1d alu.ays call

many of the teaching and non-teachin_e staff and

would enquire personally about the lamily and the

progress of the institute. He would always ask

them to take care of the institute which he built
with hardships. Such a man of rare quality Dr.

Wasnik, I wish live long, healthy and happy. Also I
congratulate him for the achievement of his

nuftured PWS which is celebrating its Golden

Jubilee!

Bhavatu Sabba Mangalam!

Bio Note : Dr. Sudesh M. B. Bhowate

is Asst. Professor & Head Department of English

Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik P.W.S. Arts and

Commerce College, Nagpur-26. He is also the

IQAC Coordinator of the college.
E -rnail : sudeshbhowate@gmail. coni

Phone: 9823119389
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"Perspective" A

Abstract:
During prolonged Lockdown due to Covid 19 pandemic; active life in every

spheres of life comes to a standstill, so also oui higher educational activities'

Duringlastfewmonths,peoplefrom'everystrataolsocietycomeforwardwith
every kind of hetp to ttte ,r."dv. providing food, masks, temporary shelter homes,

medical aids to .r."Jy, rur. or ota people,-etc are undertaken by most of r1s' Some

organizations and N6Os are continuously working along with the Covid warrior

and govemment agencies. Awareness programmes and structured helpsare

provided by the statJ as well as gor.**.nt at the centre' During lockdown many

colleges and schools becomes .i.lt". homes for migratory labourers and some of

the teachers and students responded to the call of government to participate in the

social services. The work undertaken by these teachers. and students are obviously

valuable, yet we as academia can redefine our rqle with the given limitations by

uGC andNAAC. tn the light social extension services in general and-covid 19

p*J.m. in particular thiJpaper is exploring the possibilities of redefining our

(academics) role in the *.lf*. of society urd to the needy' The nature of the

paper is to ponder over the extension works with respect to the guidelines laid

down by Government, UGC and NAAC for higher educational institutionsand

also exploring the possibilities to be undertaken by HEIs in the pandemic and

during natural calamities'

Key Words: HEIs, Extension s€rvices, UGC guidelines' NAAC' NSS' NCC'

Extension ,"*i..., 
-ipu"irr, flu, covid-1g, disaster Management, natural

calamities, awareness programmes, promotions of Govt programmes and projects

for social welfare, etc.

Introduction: 
.-^^^ .^.rirr--aar c survival becomes so

Life teaches us lessons in different situation' sometlmes

much difficult that inspite of everything we have life drifts from us" A situation

like outbreak of some disease makes the life terrible everywhere' but rnore we

suffer due to locked situation without life sustaining things than the disease'

Joblessness, starvation, hungef, migration on foot, stranded somewhere on the

mercy of social *ort..r, anithe lisi is goes on for the.situation we are facing in

our country and people around the woild due to Covid 19 pandernic' \\re hear

National lnterdisciPlinary Ann ual Research Journal-Vol.1 lssue- tx-2020 I s s N-2249-51 34
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many nalratives of tragic incidents around the worrd of the siruation but also weshould appreciate the iesponr., of hurnan beinr-*ro the worrd to save thesituation' The r'vay people are coming for-ward *iti ;;;;y possible aids and help toa fellow brorher: is highly.onrrr.r.libr.. aiong *,ti r"or"**.nt many NGos areworking day and night to provide every possibre help to people as a covidwarriors' we should not forglt the sacrific., gi".n iylhe docto.s, nurses, porice,sanitary workers. and mediJar pcopre whire';.;;,il the covid parients, porice,sociar workers who caught up with ih. dir.rr. *irii.i.rping the peopre to controlthe situation and rost their tire. uuctr app..ciabt. ,"".r in going on with manyorganized and unorganized orga,izations towu.d, ttr. *.m.e of people anddonations, etc- some coleges aid especialry sorne wings like NSS and Ncc areworking along with its daied voluntee.s. works at coriege lever is seems to beIimited to a certain lever like u*ur.r"., campaign, generating donations for fbodand cloths and distribute to the needy etc, u"ut';h;; *. rook at the nafurarcalamities occurred earrier ard prwio* pura"ri. ;;;. innovative ideas werebrought into practice by acade*i. irrtitutions which u.. nor.*orthy and paved away for future. Academic institutions t uu. *ury* jrra.un.s raid down bygovernment and regulatory bodies for certain wings fo.'iu better imprementationwith set objectives. when we took ar rhose ou;J.tir., and phirosophy for the

;Ti* 
academic wing we automaticaily get ,o;. i;.;, to rvork in a stru*ured

Understanding the core philosophy of NSS and NCC:Since the independence, Goue.n*ert bnngs ;"'r.&ramme for the academicinstirution in rhe right of ir.d.;;;;g nationarisrn, ,J.iur responsibilities, forgroorning the furure leaders and students' practicar r.u*lng in the social environ,etc' The philosophy of such rearning-par..d i, ou. p*riuro.n, or state assemblytakes shape in certain programrne and projects rit, xis, xCc, Scouts & Guidesand many such programme througrr smalr .;;;;;., like women,s cer,extension ceil, Neeciy fund, oppo.t"rlry celr etc. sometime speciar directives arecommunicated to the instituiion by universitie, uno.. the guidance of
flffiT:ll*"f' qualitv enhancernent initiariv.r-uy-irr. HErs laid ao*n uy

*:n J *i:'r.'',*1 T'[:{J. ffi ;t ;'.*'*illH;;'t 
".:r,U 

il *:f $
wtrol e, tir e.eu y, Jitri b ut i n g,o,h. ;. ;:il::ffi?i ;r'fi :ffi 

., 
H;:rf, y#, :of social justice, 

"nryI,s .'crit1, u ;inr."urirg 
access to higher education are afew ways by which HEIS .", ."rr.iurte to the nationar developrnent,,. (NAACManual for institution accredr,riirr,"zors, o) Therefore, extension servicesthrough irs narurar u,ings are irr ,;_n;; i, in. Hii, *i,.i'llo.s exrension projectsseriously' It has been nored trrat tt e-'participation * 

";;; il,uur,u., through such
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' ::lslon servlces are huge from students. Irrespective of gender sfudents are
' :.' s ready to undertake any adventure in the interest of society.

:.-ril31 Service Scherne (NSS) took shape frorn the ideas and philosophy of
i-atrla Gandhui who wished students are to be trained in HEIs ior the^higher

- :l tor.vards the welfare of society. According to him, ..the first duty oithe
--.i3nts should be, not to treat their period of study as one of the opporrgnities for
- : -rlgence in intellectual luxury, but for preparing themselves for final dedication- -he service of those who provided the sinews of the nation rvith the national

- - -'ds & services so essential to society. Advising them to form a living contact
' -:h the cornmunity in whose midst their institution is located". He su_egJsted that
:--.tead of undertaking academic research about econornic and sociai disability,-: students should do "something positive so that the life of the villagers might
:: raised to a higher material and moral level".(NSS official WebsitelFrom this
::as of the father of nation NSS take a motto "Not me but you,,. Students should
:am this philosophy of dedication for the fellow brothers and sisters and
'lviously needy in every respect. As NSS maintain, "The cardinal principle of the

:rogralnme is that it is organised by the students themselves and bolh students and
-:achers through their combined participation in social service, get a sense of
:rvolvernent in the tasks of national development,,.(Nss official website) The
:rogramme is certainly a joint effort by students and teachers therefore, a great
:rpectation is relies from the dedicated teachers who are joining such projecis. A
:ained teacher in such a programme is capable of undertaking positive pro;ects
tbr students to implement for the end objective. The objectives laid down NSS
u'hich are given in its official website for the universitiei and colleges are itself
cleared enough to understand and to think for our work area.

1. "Understand the community in which they work
2. Understand themselves in relation to their community
3. Identify the needs and problems of the community and involve them in

problem-solving

Develop among themselves a sense of social and civic responsibility
Utllize their knowledge in finding practical solutions to individual and
community problems

Develop competence required for group-riving and sharing of
responsibilities

Gain skills in mobilizing community participation
Acquire leadership qualities and democratic attitudes

. Develop capacity to meet emergencies and natural disasters and
10. Practice national integration and social harmony,' (NSS official

Website)
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These objectives speak about the students' training and grooming for the social
causes and while learning their exposure to the social woik and dldication to the
country' The objective number nine speaks about students' skills in meeting with
any disaster managelnent. We need to understand the role of students in nafural
calarnities and such situation are expected. Therefore, a positive prograrnrne
during natural calamities and outbreak like situation is naturaliy expectld [orn the
extension wings of HEIs. Students' participation in the extension services in
pandemic like situations is highly expected.

Besides NSS, NCC is another programme is given to the universities and HEIs.
Though it is expected that the cadets of xic to be rrained for the rnilitary
requirements of the country but at the same time the wing is allied to the social
causes and extension services within the HEIs. The role of cadet for social
services is highly expected. "The'Aims'of the NCC laid out in 19gg have stood
the test of time and continue to meet the requirernents expected of it in the current
socio-economic scenario of the country".(NationalCadei Corps official website,
2020) The motto of Nationar cadet corps (NCC) is..uniry and Discipline,,which
is indicative of the expected role of the cadets for the national integrity. As per-the
philosophy laid down for NCC, it is a continuous evolving or-eanization wherecldgtlare given exposure to the social cause and collabo.uiir.Iearning p.o:..t,
with Government and non-government organizations. The core values maintained
in the official website of NCC are indicative of the work area for NCC wings in
HEIs.

i ' "A sense of patriotic commitment to encourage cadets to contribute to
national development

2. Respect for divers,ities in religion, language, culture, ethnicity, life style
and habitat to instill a sense of National unity and social cohesion.

3. Abiding comnritment to rearn and adheie to the norrns and values
enshrined in the Indian Constitution.
Understanding the value of a just and impartial exercise of authority
Ability to participate in
pro,qramme.

comrnunity development and other social

"Perspective" A National lnterd isciplinary Annual Research Journal-Vol.1 lssue-lX-2020 ISSN-2249-51 34
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6' A healthy life style free of substance abuse and other unhealthy practices.
7 ' Sensitivity to the needs of poor and socially disadvanta,eed fellorv citizens.8. Inculcating habits of restraint and serf-awui"n.r*.
9. understandin-e the values of honesty, truthfulness, self-sacrifice,

perseverance and hard work.
i0. Respect for knorvledge, wisdom and the power of ideas,,.(National cadet

Corps official website. 2020)
The core values of NCC indicate towards development of sense of patriotism
amongst the youth of the nation and their sense olbelongings ro the people and
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respect for our heritage. The core.values direct students to participate in the

national development programme through academic ventures. The cadets are

expected to extend help to the poor, disadvantaged fellow citizen and the needy.

Therefore, cadet's participation in rescue operation in any natural disaster is

obviously expected could be related with value number 5 and 7. The covid-19

outbreak situation is more than any natural disaster causes for miilions of lives.

Inthis situation nation requires large number of Covid warriors in different

spheres of life to extend help to the govemment and different organizations

working in medical and social field. This situation of pandemic is ideal one to test

the wif of students in HEIs. NAAC expects inculcation of social belongings

amongst the students thought the higher learning. "fn a country like India, with

cultural pluralities and diversities, it is essential that students imbibe the

appropriaie values commensurate with social, cultural, economic and

environmental realities, at the local, national and universal levels....The seeds of

values such as cooperation and mutual understanding during the early stages of

education have to be reiterated and re-emphasized at the higher education also

through appropriate learning experiences and opportunities". (NA;{C Manual for

institution accreditation, 2018: 7) NAAC guidelines for the social extension wings

of the HEIs indicate towards the participation of students in different social

outreach programme and learning in actual life like situations. HEIs and its social

extension *irrgt can come forward with the more comprehensive planning in

collaboration with govemment and non-govemment organisations to initiate for

the interest of general Public.

Inspite of the fact that the broad philosophies are set for the social outreach

programmes through HEIS but students participation in the natural calamities and

such situation seems to be insignificant or un-highlighted. When we look at the

major calamities hit the nation in last two decades, students' participation in the

,.rir. operation or relief works is not recorded significantly. Earthquake in Bhuj

in 2001, Kashmir Earthquake in 2005, Tsunami in Tamil Nadu in 2006,

Kedarnath flood in 2013, Flood in Kerala in 2018, periodic cyclone in South India

and in Odisha. Major works of NSS were highlighted during Kerala Flood. In the

Kerala flood situation more than 1200 NSS units were working in the rescue and

relief operation. The NSS volunteers weresanitizing the affected area, preparing

food packets for the flood victims, running common kitchen and distributing

medicines. The Volunteers and other functionaries are distributing food packets

to the affected people at various places and were also involved in rescue

operations. (Press Information Bureau (2018)But in rest of the calamities HEIs

participation through its NSS is quite insignificant. Although students

participation in awareness campaign in Covid 19 seems to be enhanced comparing

to its parlicipation in the previous calamities'
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It a rnatter of fancy to look at the student's participation in the outbreak of
Spanish flu in I0r9 in the right of studentr"..rponr.s to the rerief works.
According to Marry Battenfield in her article "3 lessons fi-orn how schools
responded to the 19i8 pandernic worth heeding today" mentioned about school
nurses' works during Spanish flu situatio, ,rhi.h r.vas acknowledged by NewYort city Health cornmissioner Royal copeland in 1g1g. The article also claims
that in St' Louis, while schools were closed, police cars became ambulances, and
teachers worked in health agencies. From the other records also we know that howcollege students participated in relief works along with the teachers incollaboration with social organisations across the world. To curb the spread
colleges were run in the open air. while schools r.vere closed, many American
school children made toys for the refugee children oversea,,. (The Atalantic, April2018), university of Idaho student Esther Thomas,s journal frorn 19lg flupandemic reveals her approach towards Spanish flu pandemic and her srnallinitiatives' It is a matter of fact that some 100 years before, students responses to
the pandemic situations after Spanish flu in the form of extension activities have
been recorded. These small initiatives though unorganized by those school andcollege youths need to be taken into consideiations a-t the present day situation incovid-19 by college students.

From the references of sfudent's initiatives in the previous pandemic of Spanishflu we can imagine the student's awareness torvards their social responsibilities.
comparing to that contribution by world students our students, contribution isquite low. During last74 years of independence, our country passed through manynatural calamities and shadows of war. college students should show theirpresence by contributing their participation in difLrent required rvorks to extend
help to government and non-govemment al organization. Srudents can participatein rescue works with respect to their traiiing unJ .upu.ity and of courseparticipation in arvareness campaign. Taking ins[iration from those students weneed to contnbute lrom our side as well. when wL think of students, participation
in such works' coordinating teacher's interest and dedication is a vital source ofinspiration to their students. Unless teachers put forward a suitable plan and initial
step to$'ards student's participation in certain disaster management work, no suchinitiatives rvili be pushed. The will of teachers and college is irnportant factorhere
and rnaking students ready rlentally is another one. SruJents lvon,t come forward
unless they are encouraged and properly guided. Therefore, regular rneeting withsfudents is irnportant while introducing the task and its irnportance. studentsparticipated in NSS and NCC should be given .rporu.. ro the disaster
management time to time. Srudents riving in the dung.., zone prone to any natural
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calamities should be exposed to certain disaster management programme to

prepare students for any such emergent work'

Another important factor in such initiatives could be a proper training and

orientation of students regarding the work they are about to enter' with respect to

the rescue work or disaster amangement in certain calamities, Students are needed

to be trained systematically. Students should be aware of their capacities and

lirnitation ,, u itu1nun U.i"g. A properly trained volunteer only can participate in

such programmes; enthusiism only cannot be the measure to include certain

volunteers for the work. without a training and knowledge of the disaster

management volunteer can put his own life into risks' One cannot enter into the

rescue mission like the Abhimanlu to sacrifice once life' college should include

name of such students who have properly completed- a course or a training

frogru-*. for the rescue mission. When we talk of outbreak or pandemic

situation, students directly cannot participate into medical assistance works' In

such cases students can help the rest oi civilian with different kind of help'

certified and educated health workers only can participate in medical assistance

works as Covid-Warrior. Student volunteer can work in a safer zone to provide

awareness and various helps to people so that they could be prevented from

catching the disease. Due to lockdown situation or due to danger of catching. any

contagious disease, many people remain stranded somewhere and since there is no

work outside, a risk of rtu*ution increases- Student volunteers can find out such

peopletocanprovidenecessaryhelpstothem.CollegeNSSorNCCteamscan
work systematically to trace such people through social media or by survey

method. The point is this; coordinatort agntty can decide their work area and

accordingly volunteers can participate in the mission with prior permission^from

their parents. If the mission is undertaken in collaboration with some NGOs' it

helps students learn along with trained social workers and at the same time a

students are exposed to thJ structured work process in such missions' On the other

hand financial part is easily managed Uy itCOs from their funds and received

donations, therefore, NGOs can expect a ffained manpower which could be made

available through our student volunteers'

Some Novel Initiatives:

When we think ;i r;t outbreak like situation we can understand a lockdown

situation is automaticaliy created for people. Government is formally announced it

to control the situation. The important faitor of such situation is that life becomes

standstill urrA p"ofi.', .o**,rLtion as barred. Workstations and school colleges

and travel are shui down. Therefore alarge number of labourers and migrants are

locked in some place who cannot sustain without finances for a longer period' In

that case NGOs and college Volunteers can find out such people and need to help
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thern with the necessary life sustaining items, rnainly food, water and rnedicines.in case of rnigrants are travelling, they are strandei ln different shelter homesdevelops by government and municipai corporationr, uotunt..rs can help NG6Sand governtnent agencies to providl thern'il;il materials. Such strandedpeople require cloths and temporary beddings. volunieers can run a campaign tocollect the used cloths and beddings to provide to such shelter home people. ManyNGos are making masks which ,Iea"a to be provi;;;;; a cornrnon peopre. sincemasks are proven method to prevent from the iir.ur. *rri.r, was proved in the lastSpanish flu outbreak, this time also people needed to be oriented about wearingmask in the public places and while interacting **rr"oi.-rr.rr. volunteers not onlycan provide help in disrribution of masks but irso ,rr.v-.", ...*;;;;#., urudifferent methods college students generally do.The mafter is this lock downsituation may last for months therefore; a continuous rvork of volunteers will berequired to gather necessary life sustaining things.

A very important task student volunteers can do and that is awareness campaignthrough social media and via personal contact with locals. coordinators canprepare campaign material from the reliable experrs and could be circulatedthrough social rnedia' we need to understana tnat ,o.iur media releases fakemessages in a rarge number therefore, making peopre arvare about proper

;:3::::**ts 
and caurions are necessary to p..u"r,t them from carching this

In Arnerica during Spanish flu many students prepared toys for the strandedworkers children' In this pandemic also we can see many parents are stranded indifferent sherter homes around the country. we also can pro'ide some easilysports materiar for children as weil u, fro. adults. rolt aorrn situation candemoralize people wh9 are away from their fam,y ura uiiiug.. Sports and readingmaterial for them courd be a great help them ro. prrrinfitreir time in ease and inhopes' Student vorunteers can teach small child.", *rro-a.. away fiom school andare missing their classes. A group of vorunteers can ,ut. ,p a task of teachingsuch children in the shelter homes so that no such .rrili.., de'erop a huge gap intheir leaming due to migration.

Due to lockdown teaching in schools and colleges are stopped, but it is the time ofrising of digital classrooms. Though online classes are pioving fruitful but at thesame time hundreds of the srudents are there who are not able to afford asmartphone to join his onrine crass. volunteers *itr, .orn" NGos can run.a drivefor collecting used smartphone for such poor sfudents. we are not sure as to whenwill be the classes' gq.nf for the regular teaching leaming. Till then we need tocope with the availabre herp via digrtar media. 5, ,rr. 
"irrer 

hand teachers can
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deposit their teaching material or tutorial videos on the college website or on

youTube so that student can visit them whenever he gets facility. Volunteers can

help in creating such repository in their respective colleges using social media

ptaiform and websites. Colleges can open a You Tube channel for tutorial videos.
'software 

professional and students in computer courses can extend their

invaiuableielp to the teaching community in developing digital teaching material

ibr students. At the same time volunteers can help in circulating the study material

or connecting the stranded students with their course material. There is a

possibility that online examinations will be announced soon. In that case a proper

.urrpuignlog could be done by the volunteers so that none can miss their

examinations.

For student volunteers in NSS and NCC there are multiple possibilities to take

initiatives for helping people in the pandemic period. I have worked in NSS for

long a time from itraf experience I can say that students are highly enthusiastic for

ury"nnA of work in the interest of people in any situation. Thef only require

.n.orr.ug"*ent and wholesome support from the college management' During the

regular activities and in camping I come across many such students who always

.J*. rrp with innovative ideas to work and involve others to complete the activity

successfully. During camps I find students took parts in survey of villages and

during feedback meeting they would always submitted their plans to work for

villagers. within a short period of camp activity they always earned a high respect

and Lonour from the villages for the bonding they created and whatever small

contribution they made towards the development of village'

Conclusion:

Under UGC and NAAC guidelines extension services covers major portion of

incentives to be earned by college towards accreditation. Out of many extension

services and activities in college NSS and NCC acts as umbrella committees for

social initiatives" in colleges and universities. Therefore, significant social

outreach programmes are to be planned by the college for their students. College

units have to develop their strong student's wings to be participating in different

disaster management works around the city. The role of student's disaster

management projects becomes significant in the danger zones related to the

naturil calamities. Students' collaborative participation with NGOs and

Govemment agencies towards any disaster management fetches both learning

experience foritudents and their social contribution. When country and world is

passing through the Covid-l9 pandemic situation Volunteers works becomes

*or. i*portant in much respect. Students' participation in awareness campaigu as

well as social extension services in various ways will be counted and remembered

for a long time. Country is suffering from manpower crunch in case of
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implernenting sociar outreach prograrnmes and awareness progralnmes. Trainedvolunteers fonn senior coilegesrri rniu..rities.un e;ffi a great boost foe suchsocial initiatives for government. Therefore, 
""il;;;, ;d universities need tothink of revamping the role or r*r, programrnes. Tilr the date students areengaged in different cerebrations and awareness programrnes round the year. Nowdisaster lnanagement and such courses need to be iitroduced in colleges as valueadded progralnmes especially for NSS and Ncc stuoents. ihe trained students notonly would extend their services for society dr.i;;;h;;r'nign.. rearning but rheywill continue helping sociefy in every possible way in their life time. Suchstudents will set an exampl. ro. n"*i generation volunteers and of course fbrsoci ety through their s i gnifrcant contribution.
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ABSTRACT
Post World War II life on our planet is changing rapidly than ever before. The progress and pace of life is 

increasing with the advent of IT and digital technology. On one hand nations are enjoying the blessings of luxury but on 
the other it is dwelling under the threat of (nuclear) war from the superpowers and from the so called underdog nations. 
Mass production of deadly weapons ironically to secure one's nation makes the other insecure. War affected Millions of 
people lost their lives and an equal number of people became homeless wondering to get shelter as refugees in the 
neighboring nations. The holocaust of war from every corner across the nations brings horrible narratives and 
revelation of animalistic nature of human (citizen) with destructive weapons left no limits of cruelty. The paradox in the 
human behavior especially of civilians is a matter of concern for the modern world. They are close to the religion yet 
they are far away from the practical morality and values. When we look for peace, welfare and happiness of people we 
need to seek refuge in welfare thoughts and philosophies developed in the past with the ideas towards social change.  
For centuries Buddhism has been taken as a philosophical approach for the cessation of human suffering and to be 
adopted as the welfare principles to any ideal state. In this paper I'm trying to reflect over the tenets of Buddhism and its 
transformations as the engaged Buddhism by the Buddhist Masters towards social change.
Keywords : Buddhism, social change, engaged Buddhism, Annata, Anatma, Nibbana, compassion, love, peace, 
equanimity, interbeing, Navayana,  etc
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Introduction
Pre-Buddha India was rapidly approaching 

urbanization and a new civilization. It was taking shape 
under the fourfold Varnashrama dharma which was based 
graded society. Contrary to this the rise of Buddha and his 
Sangha developed hope for another practical communal 
life based on liberty, equality, fraternity and justice. 
Appealed by the Buddha's treatment of equality and 
respect to self-dignity, contemporary Royal family 
members, intellectuals, Businessmen, the marginalized 
communities and ordinary men immediately accepted 
Buddhism. Prof. Laxmi Narasu Says, “Gotama Buddha, 
though born of an aristocratic and ruling class, lived the 
life of an ordinary man, discarding the narrow 

distinctions of caste, rank and wealth.”  (Narasu, 2002: 
19) Buddha's teachings and thoughts are reflected upon 
every aspect of personal and social life. 

When we talk of Buddhism we often wonder as to 
why and how Buddhism can influence the world mind? 
The answer is simply its Rationality. In such a time where 
ideas of God, Goddesses and ghosts and spirits, salvation 
and life after death were prevailed, Buddha came as a 
teacher without any proclamation as super human being. 
Buddha's teachings were not based on any dogma or 
beliefs in God and Supernatural entity; it was the inquiry 
into human life, their sorrows and sufferings of all strata 
of men. Prof. Narasu maintains “Its goal is not heaven or a 
union with god or Brahman, but to find a refuge for man 
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from the miseries of the world in the safe haven of an 
intellectual and ethical life through self-conquest and 
self-culture.”(Narasu 2002: 21) Buddha's teachings were 
systematic approach towards human problems and 
miseries and he brought logical solutions to them through 
self-efforts. Buddha invokes the inquiry into the 
contemporary mind about anything which is related to 
one's life. According to this belief which was established 
in the past or in present should be questioned particularly 
about its reliability by the self. In one of his discourses to 
Kalamas of Kesaputta town in Kosala, Buddha advised 
them to stand on the firm rock of fact and reason only. 
Buddhism has no belief in anything which is not the 
outcome of knowledge and factual realization. 

Buddha in his first discourse to five disciples in 
Sarnath which is known as Dhamma Chakka Pavattana 
claimed that “he was the believer in the Majjhima 
Patipada, the middle path, which is neither the path of 
pleasure nor the path of self-mortification.” (Ambedkar, 
1997: 120)  According to Buddha both the extremes 
stimulate the passion and the middle way leads to the 
subjugation of passion resulting in peace.  Buddha's 
quest began in search of the causes of the sufferings to 
men. Therefore, Buddha's philosophy and teachings 
revolve around human life. In fact emancipation of 
human beings is at the center of his philosophy. In the first 
sermon, Buddha claimed that “the centre of his Dhamma 
is man and the relation of man to man in his life on earth.” 
(Ambedkar, 1997: 121)  To overcome human suffering 
and to build a welfare society throughout his life Buddha 
preached four noble truths, five precepts and Noble 
eightfold path to his followers.  The realization of 
suffering and the cessation of suffering are at its base. The 
path of purity means five precepts (Pacasilani) to be 
observed by men for the purity of mind. These are held as 
the fundamental moral code of conduct in Buddhism.The 
Noble Eightfold Path is the fourth noble truth discovered 
by Buddha. It is also treated as the path to end the 
sufferings and attainment of Nibbana.  The discourse on 
Noble Eightfold Path is considered as the “turning of the 
Dhamma wheel.” In his Book Buddha or Karl Marx, Dr. 
Ambedkar commented that the aim of the Noble 
Eightfold Path was to establish the kingdom of 

righteousness and thereby to banish sorrow and 
unhappiness from the face of the world. 

Buddha's teachings revolve around the Three 
Essential Principles of his doctrines and the three 
universal characteristics Anitya (Impermanence), Anatta 
(non-soul), and Nibbana (Enlightenment). These 
doctrines not only makes Buddhism more rational but 
offers its practical help to human welfare without letting 
them wait for their fate after death.  Buddha's scientific 
approach towards life and rationality could be traced 
from these three essential principles. A Buddhist accepts 
that life that is constantly changing so also the universe, 
therefore, death is inevitable. Buddha believes that 
everything in this Samsara is bound to change. Such an 
essential change he called 'anitya' (Impermanence) or the 
law of impermanence. 

The doctrine of 'Anatta' i.e. soullessness or non-
soul is the root of Buddhist philosophy. Buddha's theory 
of non-soul is the part of his theory of Nama-rupa which 
is a composite of physical and mental elements. Four 
elements i.e. earth, water, fire and air constitute the body 
and consciousness is the result of the combination of 
these four elements. Since all the functions are assigned 
to consciousness and performed by consciousness, a soul 
without functions is absurd.  So Buddha opposed the 
existence of the soul. “The body (rupa), O Bhikkhus, is 
the soulless (anatta). If, O Bhikkhus, there were in this a 
soul then this body would not be subject to suffering” 
(Narada, 1988: 100)

Buddha talks of Nibbana and not nirvana. 
Buddha's Nibbana could be attained during life itself 
because death closes all possibility related to human life. 
Buddha proclaimed in a fire sermon as the extinction of 
worldly desires. Also in his first sermon in Sarnath 
(Varanasi) he maintained that the attainment of the Noble 
Eightfold Path is the Nibbana. “Nibbana is also explained 
as the extinction of the fire of lust (lobha), hatred (dosa), 
and delusion (moha).” (Narada, 1988: 492)  According to 
Buddha anybody can attain Nibbana in this life, certainly 
women too. 

Buddha proposed the universal law of cause and 
effect. The Law of Cause and Effect is the explanation of 
any happening depending upon its antecedent state. 
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According to Buddha one who destroys ignorance by 
wisdom could reach the state of Nibbana. “Nibbana is a 
condition of heart and mind in which every earthly 
craving is extinct; it is the cessation of every passion and 
desire of every feeling of ill-will, fear, and sorrow. 
(Wright, Dudley, 1912: 40) Therefore, Buddhism held 
ignorance as the chief source of human suffering. 

Buddha was an ardent supporter of Human Values 
which essentially makes a man liberated being on the 
earth. From the Buddhist philosophy and Buddha's 
approach towards social life, we can easily build his idea 
of Buddhist socialism which supports Liberty Equality, 
Fraternity and Justice for harmonious coexistence of 
different communities as a global society. Buddha 
became influential because, a common man despite rank, 
caste, creed and gender was at the center of his 
philosophy. Whether a person is Brahmin the upper caste 
or a Chandala, the lower caste or a woman of any 
community, they enjoyed equal treatment and status in 
the Sangha. Contemporary society was divided into 
graded patterns therefore; a large section of society was 
degraded up to the dehumanized state. These 
marginalized people needed to be taken care of. 
Therefore, Buddha developed his Sangha to teach these 
values to men to bring about a society without 
discriminations and full of happiness.  Buddha's 
teachings included Moral Code of Conduct and wisdom. 

We know of the war during Buddha's time between 
two city states Sakyas and Koliyas which broke out of 
sharing water for agricultural purposes. Buddha saved 
thousands of lives from war killings and possible origin 
of sufferings on both sides. Buddhism has been working 
for the universal peace and brotherhood through 
Buddha's teachings of Brahamavihara i.e. 'Sublime 
Abindings'. “Here Brahma means sublime or noble as in 
Brahamacariya (sublime life); vihara means mode or 
state of conduct, or state of living.” (Narada, 1988: 535) It 
has four aspects Metta, Karuna, Mudita and Upekkha. In 
each generation Buddhist masters and monks ceaselessly 
work to maintain peace and happiness wherever they go, 
sometimes at the cost of their life or made to accept 
exilement. Devoted disciples of Buddha as monks 
constantly walking and helping rustics and elites on 

Buddha's advice depicted in Vinaya Pitaka: “Carath 
Bhikkhave Carikam, Bahujan Hitay-Bahujan Sukhay'. 
“Go and wander for the gain of many, for the welfare of 
many, out of compassion for the world, for the good, for 
the gain and for the welfare of good and men. Let not the 
two of you go the same way. Preach the doctrine which is 
glorious in the beginning, glorious in the middle, and 
glorious in the end, in the spirit and in the letter; proclaim 
a consummate, perfect and pure life of holiness”. 
(Radhakrishnan, 1949: 13)  Following their Master's 
word Bhikkhus are ceaselessly working for the welfare of 
human society across the world. 

Contemporary living Buddhist legends 'Nobel 
Prize for Peace Winner' His Highness Dalai Lama XIV 
and 'Nobel nominee for Peace' Zen Master Thich Nhat 
Hanh are the champions of world peace. From his 
writings and the lectures HH Dalai Lama is constantly 
raising the subject of sufferings, threat of war and his 
concerns for the future of human society. In the present 
circumstances according to him, “there will be no future 
worth living unless everyone now takes personal 
responsibility for their own inner lives and universal 
responsibility for pain and misery in the world…” 
(Dresser, 1996:9) On the problems of continued war HH 
Dalai Lama appeals for taking a journey of Bodhisattva 
into the hearts of compassion and forgiveness. Zen 
Master Thich Nath Hanh is known as the highly 
intellectual Buddhist scholar, writer, poet and 
philosopher.  Hanh is responsible for developing many 
institutions in Vietnam viz. an Quang Buddhist Institute, 
School of Youth for Social Service and La Boi Press 
which are helping people in spiritual and social growth. 
He also has established his Mindfulness Meditation 
Centre in Plum Village in France. Hahn is the promoter of 
the novel approach of Buddhism i.e. Engaged Buddhism. 

The concept of engaged Buddhism came after 
Thich Nath Hanh's teachings of Buddhism to apply 
Buddhist principles to human life crisis across the world. 
He initiated the movement of engaged Buddhism from 
the time of the Vietnam War. “It is often said that suffering 
is the gateway to compassion. By deep insight into the 
nature of individual and social suffering, Buddhist 
practice cultivates the qualities of attention, loving-
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kindness, and inner renewal that sustain a life of service. 
Thich Nhat Hanh speaks of interdependence as central to 
a Buddhist view of the universe—the “interbeing,” as he 
puts it, of people, nations, and the whole ecological fabric 
of the natural world.” (Harvard University: 2020: 2) 
Hanh's thinking behind the engaged Buddhism to bring 
about social change especially in such a time when war-
torn nations were passing through the subhuman 
conditions. “During the Vietnam War, he and his 
community of monks and nuns had to decide what to do 
when the villages around them were being bombed – 
should they continue to meditate in their monastery, or 
should they go out into the streets to help the people who 
had been hurt? They decided to do both – to help people 
and to do so in mindfulness.” (Duerr, 2010) Reflecting 
over engaging oneself in social welfare H.H. The Dalai 
Lama maintains “It is not enough to be compassionate. 
You must act. There are two aspects to action. One is to 
overcome the distortions and afflictions of your own 
mind, that is, in terms of calming and eventually 
dispelling anger. This is action out of compassion. The 
other is more social, more public. When something needs 
to be done in the world to rectify the wrongs, if one is 
really concerned with benefiting others, one needs to be 
engaged, involved.” (Ecodharmacentre). According to 
the Dalai Lama, Buddhist practices should be public 
oriented and collective on compassionate grounds. 

Dr. Ambedkar also initiated a movement of Social 
change through the novel approach of Buddhism called 
as Navayana. “His Navayana Buddhism came to be 
identified as a form of socially engaged Buddhism, 
paralleling movements for self-determination and 
economic justice in Tibet, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, 
and Thailand. Further parallels to the Humanistic 
Buddhism of China and Taiwan, the Nichiren-inspired 
New Religions of Japan, and many engaged Buddhist 
organizations in the West have been analyzed by 
scholars.” (Queen 2014)  Dr. Ambedkar gives his 
followers twenty two precepts to live a life of rationality 
and harmony with the society.  On the other hand Thich 
Nhat Hanh gives 14 precepts. Dr. Ambedkar's Buddhism 
could be taken as the active Buddhism. He wants people 
to “educate, organize and agitate”. This we can take as Dr. 

Ambedkar's mantra of social change. Through this 
mantra Dr. Ambedkar simply indicates Socio-economic, 
political, educational and cultural development of 
community to form an ideal society. Socio-political 
approach towards social life cannot be separated from 
Buddhism. Dr. Amdekar's indication is certainly 
democratic governance. He cited an example in his book 
“Buddha and his Dhamma '', when Buddha reflected over 
the Ajatshatru's intention of invading Vajji. When 
Ajatshatru sent a message to Buddha through a monk and 
sought his opinion, Buddha told Ananda:

"So long, Ananda," rejoined the Blessed One, "as 
the Vajjins hold these full and frequent public assemblies; 
so long may they be expected not to decline, but to 
prosper.  "So long as they honour and esteem and revere 
and support the Vajjin Elders, and make it a point of duty 
to hearken to their words. " So long as no women or girls 
belonging to their clans are detained among them by 
force or abduction. " So long as the Vajjins respect and 
follow religion. "So long, Ananda, the Vajjins may be 
expected not to decline but to prosper and no one can 
destroy them." (Ambedkar, 1997: 407)

Dr. Ambedkar through this example cited that 
Buddha believes in Democracy and he has firm beliefs 
that no one can harm the country practicing democracy. 
Conclusion :

The contemporary world is burning with passion 
and desire resulting in war and hopelessness for 
humanity. These politically motivated wars of crude 
nationalism proving fatal to the civilians made them 
homeless and left with endless sufferings. Atrocities, 
rapes, tortures and pain of being exile tormented the mind 
of war victims.  Unfortunately the modern democracies 
are choosing economic goals over social one. Therefore, 
in the present scenario, welfare policies are influenced by 
economic aspects towards capitalistic gains. There are 
many incidents that can be cited from across the world 
when due advantage is given to the capitalistic gain in the 
name of growth but we need to look into the suffering of 
people around us more. The capitalistic competition 
provokes war amongst the nations for their interests. We 
are constantly living under the threat of nuclear war. War 
situation in the twentieth century destroyed many nations 
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and disturbs the social fabric that continued in the twenty-
first century. The need of the hour is to think more of 
social welfare besides economic gains. Buddhist 
principles which are interpreted by Buddhist masters and 
social revolutionaries are needed to be adopted for the 
larger interest of world peace and happiness. In the 
modern perspectives the socially engaged Buddhism 
reinterpreted by living Buddhist masters Thick Nhat 
Hanh and HH The Dalai lama gives a peaceful way 
towards social welfare and happiness. 
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Old Stone Mansion is the popular stage play translated from Marathi Wada Chirebandi written by Mahesh 
Elkunchwar. The play has highly emotional appeal from the beginning till end unfolding the undisclosed traditional 
family life in rural India signifying the title Wada Chirebandi. Joint family culture is still a distinct feature in majority of 
rural India which is now coming on trial with the challenges from modernity and urbanization. The play progresses with 
the two distinct but parallel conflicts, one is cultural and other is generational. The conflict stand before the family tests 
the bonding of relations very severely which ends with the compromise by the members. The end of the drama also 
brought a situation where new generation faced the deadlock and helplessness under the patriarchy and traditionalism. 
The playwright here is not taking us towards the solutions to the problem but making us realize the very situation of 
tension created out of contemporary social pressures which is shaking the roots of Indian culture. Therefore, we need to 
understand the issues raised by dramatist on broader perspectives. This paper is an attempt to analyze the covert and 
overt elements depicted in the play to bring the cultural and generational conflicts. 
Keywords : Culture, conflict, joint family, modernity, urbanization, rural India, patriarchy, agricultural problems, 
Tenants law, economic crisis, liberty, space, etc.

DEPICTION OF CULTURAL AND GENERATIONAL CONFLICTS
IN MAHESH ELKUNCHWAR'S OLD

STONE MANSION : AN ANALYSIS

*Assistant Professor - Department of English, Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik P.W.S. Arts and Commerce College, Kamptee Road, Nagpur

Introduction
Mahesh Elkunchwar is a popular Marathi 

playwright and a retired professor of English. He is 
considered as one of the great Marathi writers and widely 
translated in different languages. The play The Old Stone 
Mansion is written in 1984 in Marathi entitled Wada 
Chirebandi focuses upon the declining culture of Wada 
i.e. mansion. The drama focuses upon socio-political and 
cultural change were occurring after independence in the 
country, especially, the tenant's law and the landowner's 
law implemented in the 1960s. Because of this a constant 
tension is seen in this play. The tension came from both 
ways, the tension from outside how the relationship 
between the Brahmin land owner and the tenants is 
working in the changed environment. On the other hand, 
there is a generational conflict seen in a Deshpande 
family of Dharangaon. The members from the old 

generation are still stick with age old traditions and 
customs whereas the new generation wants to move 
ahead with the urban culture, want to educate themselves 
and to have a new kind of job. The custom bound old 
generation here in the village doesn't want to even own a 
shop.  Unavailability of career opportunities in village 
new generation is constantly knocking the door of their 
elders who rejected them on cultural pretext and creates a 
deadlock. 

Discussing about Cultural Conflict as a theory, 
Jonathan H. Turner defines cultural conflict as a conflict 
caused by “differences in the cultural values and beliefs 
that place people at odds with one another”. (Wikipedia, 
2020).  Conflict theory views that social structure as 
inherently unequal based on power differential related to 
issues like class, gender, race and age. For a conflict 
theorist Culture is seen at reinforcing issues of privilege 
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for certain groups based upon race sex class and so on.  
The second theory which is applied in this article is 
Generational conflict. “Generational Conflict arises 
whenever the interests or ideals of one generation collide 
openly with those of another. A generation is defined here 
as a "cohort group" that is born over a span of 
years—typically about twenty—and that shares 
characteristics, including some shared childhood and 
coming-of-age experiences, a set of common behavioral 
and attitudinal traits, and a sense of common identity. 

The first cultural conflict (Urban versus Rural) in 
the play occurs through Sudhir who had shifted to 
Bombay many years ago returned to the village to 
perform the thirteenth day rituals (Terahavi) of his late 
father as he was unable to attend the funeral. To initiate 
this ritual the family required a lot of money, especially to 
spend on different odd rituals and mainly on the meal to 
the entire village.  Due to his adopting the life of Mumbai, 
Sudhir had learnt the economic way; therefore he resisted 
the proposal. The family at village is empty handed and 
had already borrowed lots of money from outside, and 
they were not in a position to even hope to get groceries 
from the shopkeeper. Both the elder brothers don't want to 
touch their own share in property from selling at this 
juncture to save it for their own children. Sudhir passed 
on a suggestion that they can have a small family program 
to reduce the cost of rituals.  His elder brother Bhaskar 
rejected the possibility instantly, “Come on. That's the 
custom here. We have to feed the whole village on the 
thirteenth day or we lose the face.”  Sudhir was 
dumbstruck and asked surprisingly, “And no thought for 
the expense! Five thousand plates means at least twenty 
or twenty five thousand rupees.  Where will you get 
that?” (Oxford, 2009: 168) Vahini intervenes in the 
discussion to add the opinion of orthodox culture, 
“Bhauji it is the last expenditure for a family elder. Do we 
refuse it and get closer to hell.” upon which Sudhir 
expresses his displeasure.  “What old fashioned ideas, 
Vahini!” (Oxford, 2009: 168) With this opinion in fact 
Sudhir's suggestion collided with his orthodox elders 
who did not agree to go with those suggestions. 
Traditional culture bound Mother too when saw that her 
sons are not resolving the conflict; she finally offers to 

sell off the part belonging to her which brother agreed to. 
In spite of the fact that the family was in a financial 
crunch, the final rites of the late father were so important 
for them to save their respect in the town they decided to 
sell off part of the property to arrange money.  

The second instance of cultural conflict occurs in 
this drama with the tenants who were working on the farm 
of Deshpandes. Before his death Tatyaji bought a tractor 
to till his land, but labourers went against the tractor as it 
was curtailing their labour. “Now the landlord has bought 
a tractor, he'll till the land himself. They thought. They 
were dead set against him.” (Oxford, 2009: 143) So they 
did not support the tractor, which remained unutilized and 
finally came to the front gate of the mansion as the Nandi 
in Shiva Temple. In addition to this episode, Bhaskar 
narrated a hostile environ against the Brahmins after the 
tenants law implemented that too is indicative of cultural 
conflict in the region:

“Then the land went to the tenants. We had to fight 
it out in the law courts…I lost so much money doing that. 
From top to bottom, they were Brahmin-haters, every one 
of them. Didn't allow a single verdict to go in our favour. 
Wining or dining with top officials isn't something I can 
do. You don't know how difficult it is for Brahmins to 
survive as a farmer.” (Oxford, 2009: 170)

Another instance of cultural conflict occurs with 
the episode of Gaja the cook. The forefathers of the cook 
were living in the family as the cook. But the cook Gaja is 
not ready to work in the family since Deshpande's were 
not paying his due wages to him. He found a way out to 
get regular wages by joining a hotel as a cook. The 
discussion between Sudhir, Bhaskar and Vahini unveils 
this episode of cultural conflict:

Bhaskar: “Ungrateful bugger. This fellow's father 
and grandfather spent their lives in the Deshpande 
kitchen. This fellow couldn't care less.”

Upon Vahini's reminder over unpaid wages to 
Gaja, Bhaskar replied in anger 

Bhaskar: “But who stood behind them in their 
times of need? we'd have continued to do that. I sent a 
word to that Gaja : We are in mourning. help us out till the 
rites are over.' Didn't show up, the bastard!” (Oxford, 
2009: 145)
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The fourth conflict depicted in the play is 
Deshastha versus Kokanastha sub-castes in Brahmin of 
Maharashtra. As depicted in the play Deshastha of the 
Amaravati region still follow their orthodox family 
culture while Kokanastha of Mumbai region seems to be 
modern. The two representative especially Vahini 
belongs the former sub-caste while Anjali Sudhir's wife 
belongs the later. In the play a subtle clash of ideas based 
in culture on trivial issues between the two women was 
often depicted by writer.

The second part of the paper is generational 
conflict. The first generational conflict is seen between 
the deceased Tatyaji and his elder son Bhaskar. Tatyaji is 
the one who follows his old way of family culture and 
traditions. When Bhaskar wasn't able to get educated, he 
decided to run a dairy business. But father rejected the 
possibility of running such businesses which could invite 
disrepute to the family being the Brahmin Landowners. 
The person who is rejected by his father later follows the 
footsteps of the father in case of orthodox thoughts 
helplessly and turned greedy. 

Later the conflict between Bhaskar and his own 
son Parag and daughter Ranju was seen in the play. Parag 

thfailed in 12  standard but somehow he wish to continue 
his education in the city since further education was 
unavailable in the village. But out of prejudice against 
him father wasn't supporting him. Without any work he 
was reported to mingle with low men of the village and 
consumes liquor. Bhaskar's daughter Raju too failed in 

th10  standard and she was attracted towards the cinema 
life, she would always reading the filmfare magazines 
and listen to the radio all the time. Her mother wants her 

thto clear 10  standard anyhow so that she could be engaged 
with a good bridegroom. Therefore, mother sends her to a 
local Brahmin young man for tuition, but she falls in love 
affair with the man and elopes with him to Mumbai 
carrying with her entire jewelry of family. Later she was 
found by Uncle Sudhir deserted by the teacher in the hotel 
and cheated wi th  the  ent i re  jewelry.  The 
miscommunication between father and children resulted 
in no bonding of love amongst them. Dr. Sandhya Amrute 
on the episode of Ranju's elopement maintains: “that 
attempt isn't indicative of maturity, but because of the 

pressures of the established values; it brings deformation 
to men, becomes faceless, and they started leaving the 
track, reach to any level, it is indicative of that.”  (Amrute, 
1995: 121)

A generational conflict could be seen from the 
episode of Chandu in the play. Chandu youngest brother 
of Bhaskar is the most neglected person in the family. 
Since he is not educated, he does every core of household 
duties and farm work too. He has no voice in the family. 
“He works in the family as a servant and is not taken care 
of when injured by the tractor. Bhaskar and Sudhir are 
self-centered and think of their family only. Although 
Chandu's future is dark, he is ready to sell his four acre 
land to pay the debts of Bansilal. Chandu is also a victim 
of traditions and family lineage” (Sanap, 2015: 157)

Then another generational conflict occurs between 
Tatyaji and Prabha. Prabha was a brilliant student and 

thscored meritorious marks in 10  standard. Energized with 
the success she wanted to move to Amravati to get higher 
education, but father didn't agree with the girls to go to 
another town for education. Instead he told her to get 
ready for marriage out of the old culture that not to allow 
women out of the mansion. Family doesn't want Prabha's 
education for yet another reason that Sudhir was already 
taking education in town and the family couldn't afford 
education of both. Later, father and family bring some 
relations for Prabha for marriage but she went on 
rejecting each one of them and later she passed from her 
marriageable age. After Tatyaji's death she decided to 
demand her share in family jewelry to pursue her 
education and to settle in some job independently. 
Unfortunately her dreams went in vain when Ranju lost 
entire family treasure, made her shut the door of her room 
in utter distress. Speaking about the fate of Prabha and 
Ranju Sandhya Amrute maintain: 

“A brilliant, having realisation of inner powers, 
keeping her own ambitions, thinking with wisdom only, 
having knowledge of changing time, having understand 
about outer life she is Prabha and a causal by nature, 
having no realisation of her inner potentials, no 
ambitions, no understanding of outer world, she is Ranju 
both comes to a common end. With the changing 
circumstances of the family they were not allowed to go 
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out. (Amrute, 1995: 120)
There is rural versus urban generational conflict 

depicted in the play i.e. sons of Bhaskar and the son of 
Sudhir. The effects of the lifestyle adopted by these two 
brothers could be seen in their sons.  Bhaskar 's Son Parag 
is a college dropout and not on good track in village while 
Sudhir's son Abhay in Mumbai plays cricket and is 

thexpected to pass 12  standard with merit. Inspite of being 
belong to the same generation Abhay doesn't find Parag 
as suitable as his company. Therefore, Parag who was 
grown up in a village is not suitable to the urban culture so 
rejected by his cousin Abhay. “Enough educational 
facilities in the city and aware parents about the career of 
the child, one of the successor of the Dharangaobnkar 
Deshpande's fourth generation Abhay and there struck his 
future in the village that Parag, it was clear that their life 
streams will flow in different directions.” (Arvikar, 2001: 
42) Inspite of the different way of bringing-up for these 
two successors of Deshpandes, the one who grows in 
village develops love for his cousin living in the city but 
the another who grows in city have no sensibility to his 
cousin living in village. Dr. Amrute reflects on this 
generation gap: “Abhay and Parag are the two end of the 
new generation. Abhay has blocked the Parag. In fact, the 
legacy of the Tatyaji means of the Deshpande's comes to 
both of them. But Abhay hasn't accepted it. Parag has to 
accept it. Therefore, he felt the meanings of love, care and 
sympathy. He loves the Abhay who lives distant; this is 
the longing of unbreakable blood relations. But Abhay 
has no such longing and attraction for Parag” (Amrute, 
1995: 123) It is noteworthy here to understand that Abhay 
has come out of the traditional approach of family values. 
Therefore, on one hand Bansilal demolishes the back 
house of the Wada is indicative of the gone by reputed 
culture of the family but on the other hand Abhay has 
demolished the bond of love and care. 

The last generational conflict could be seen with 
the three women who enjoy the place of being power 
women in the family one after another. Once upon a time 
Dadi was the power person when Aai came as daughter in 
law. When Dadi lost her husband, Aai came to her place 
and Dadi gradually lost her voice. Today Aai is facing the 
same challenge after she lost her husband Tatyaji. Till 

yesterday the footsteps of Vahini were unheard, but now 
her voice could be heard with passing orders and sort of 
taking control of the situation in the Wada. The closing 
note of the play “Gradually Aai is begins to look like 
Dadi” (Oxford, 2009: 198) is highly indicative of 
generational conflict particularly for women where she 
lost her place under patriarchy to the next successor.  
Conclusion

Mahesh Elkunchwar's The Old Stone Mansion 
brings many issues of Conflict and generations gaps in 
the play. In the decade of 1980s when India was all set to 
enter into a new era of technology, the  Deshpande's of the 
Dharangaon became representatives of the traditional 
orthodox Brahmin family which was passing through the 
transition from their old ways to the modernity. 
Therefore, the family divides into two ways of thinking.  
The cultural conflict from within the family and outside is 
an indicative of new ways of life came from the 
democratic air in the country. Prabha is the unfortunate 
woman in the play struggling to get out of the orthodox 
clutches. The family, on the other hand, is facing rebellion 
from the labourers and household help. Sudhir is the 
progressive person in the play who learns new economic 
ways and leaves a hope for the new generation.  In the 
family of orthodox women old women were neglected. 
The Dadi receives no responses from the family members 
except diseased Tatyaji and now Chandu. Aai now 
becomes a widow after Tatyaji's death, she is also in the 
same way, the closing notes of the play maintained that 
she was also looking like Dadi creates a sensibility in the 
Elkunchwar's audiences. The playwright successfully 
depicted the agonies of these women in the play and left a 
question for society to think over the liberty of women 
from the traditional family outlook. The rural 
environment which crushes the dream of Prabhja is all set 
to crush the future prospectus for Parag and Ranju in the 
village. The playwright not only here is depicting the 
generational gap within the family but also laments over 
the pathetic situation turning against the new generation. 
The cultural and generational conflict towards the end of 
the drama seems to be merging into one that looks like the 
two sides of the same coin. The changing democratic air 
creates an urge to upgrade the living made the tenants 
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protest for their rights. With the mode of development in 
the light of urban pressure, a new generation in the village 
find themselves suffocated, so they start rebelling against 
the family limitations. In this way the playwright very 
successfully depicted the generational and cultural 
conflict in the play. 
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Historic Traces of Ancient Hinayana Buddhist Learning
Centre (University) of Valabhi

Dr. Sudesh M. B. Bhowate

-{bstract:
India has a rich tradition of higher learning from ancient times. A tradition

of leaming seems to be initiated from the forest Ashramas and grows further in
the historic developments to the skyscraper monasteries like Nalanda. The
Buddhist Education System evolved vis-i-vis vedicas and Jainas, but
overshadows the other two from the period of the Great Emperor Asoka till the
invasions from Arabs and other counter-revolutionary attempts. After the schism
in Buddhist sangha into Hinayana and Mahayana and especially following the
decline in Maurya dynasty, increase in Mahayana activitieJ was seen. During the
heyday .of Buddhist Universities in India many of the great Buddhist scholars
reported'to be the follower of Mahayana hence helped iii the growth of historic
Buddhist universities devoted to the Great Vehicle mostly. Unforrunately when
we look for the sources for the Hinayana learning centers like Valabhi, a vLry few
references are left scattered in the history about the education system. th.r,
(Hinayana) learning centers were equally superior in case of its education system
and its scholar teachers, but remain unreported in the History. During his visit
Xuangzmrg prominently mentioned Valabhi as the Hinayana llarning c'enter, but
when we go through the report of all three Chinese travelers we are given more
information of Mahayana following universities than those of Hinayana.
Historians compare the Nalanda university tradition to understand the Valabhi to
come to an unclear conclusion; coincidentally they speak more of Nalanda and
Taxila than the valabhi. Therefore, the attempt of thi, paper is to connect
different threads of references in the history about Buddhist Monastic education at
ancient Vallabhi to develop a better understanding about the remnants of the
center.

Ker' \\'ords: Hinayana, Mahayana. Buddhist Monasren.. Higher leaming center,
universitr'. ro1'a1 patronage, grants, Faxian, Xuangzang. I-Tsrn_e. archeology, etc.
Vaiabhi \\'as one of the few known Hinayana based Buddhist universities i, trrdlr.
The remains of the Valabhi University are situated around its present day modern
name Valabhipur in Bhavnagar district of Gujarat. The fame of the university
which was situated in rvestern India was quite equal to thet of Nalanda which was
the Mahayana based university. For educational status in ancient lndia the rivalry
or competition between these two universities could be traced from the reports of
Xuangzang and I-Tsing. Although we do not have much historical documents
about the growth of the university and its teachers and scholars (except Gunamati
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and shtirmati) as we get the list from the other ancient Buddhist universities' but

archeological evidencZs and few references give us a1 
1de1 

about the quality of

advanced education *^ u"lrg disseminated here considered all over the country

for the higher jobs i";;;;;,tts. Coincidentally Valabhi during its heyday caters

to the different ,.iigioJt t.ti"f, 
"sp"cially 

Jainas and Saivas besides Buddhism'

The documeotu.y r.^uins of the VataUtri !ir" rt an interesting pictureof the time

where religious tote.-ance u*ongrt the foilowers was clearly evident' Intellectual

and philosophical i.tr", *o,ito decide the change or acceptance of certain

beliefs. Scholars would prepare for years to challenge some scholars or Acharyas

for debate. The Universiry io. centuries enjoyed the royal patronage until its final

culmination bY Muslim invaders'

AbouttheestablishmentofValabhi,AccordingtoRadhakumud
Mookerjee,..Nalandahaditsrivalinauniversityontheothersideoflndiaat
Valabhi which *ffi;";;itut of tf,. Maitraka Kings for the period AD 475-777"'

(Mookerji, Dql: isi-jdo vuiuuhi was founded by the Maitraka Kings in

Saurashtra of Gujarat. As per documents Maitrakas were a war like tribe and

Xuangzang called irr.* u, Kshatriyas. Dr. Krishnakumari in her Thesis

maintained that "Maitakas were Kshatiiya clan of the Yadava race and-that their

origin may probabr,-i. o*"d to_th_e-tvtitra dynasty that ruled over the region

around about Maihura".(Virji, 1955: 19) "This offshoot kingdom seems

tohaveinheritedtheGuptatraditionofRoyalpatronagetomonasteries,and
Buddhism flourishe[at its capital Valabhi which rose 'to widespread fame as a

center alike of learning and commerce under a dynasty of kinsls styling

themserves 
,Maitrakas,-in their royar seals." (Dutt, 1962:224) From the

documents it is cteai that during the decline phase of Gupta d;nasry one,its

senapati named Bhattraka went westward in search of the region to develop as his

kingdom. 
..Bhattrfa carved out of the dissolving empirg a feudatory state for

himself in Sourashtru. tI" made Valabhi its capital and founded the dynasty

named Maitraka. irr" trriro descended in the line Dronasimha, became an

independent ,or"r.ig, ura ioot^me title of Maharaja." (D,tt, 1962:225)- why

Bhattraka was not .iG fri.self as maharaja becausi, "he feared that it might be

contested,, (vi{i, igs1iZa) iterestingly Maitrakas were the foliowers of Shaiva

faith..the.oyalseulontheircopperptategrantsbellislofNandi(Shiva,sBull)
above the name orio*d., of the avnasryI Bhattraka." (Dutt, 1962:225) Yet their

il"""g" *u. .rr.loy.Jby the guddirists without any discrimination.

About th. p1;;. ;e get a clear report from- Xuangzang who visited India

during the seventf,- C"rr*ty He maintained in his records, 'oThere are some

hundredhouses(famiiies)orso,whopossessa.|rundlgdlakhs.Therareand
valuable p,oou.t, u." here stored in great quarrtities' There are Some hundred

sangharams,withabout600priests.Mostofthemstudythelittlevehicle,
according to the su**uiivu School. There are several hundred deva temples with
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very many sects of drfferent sofis. (Beal, 1884: 66-67) Xuangzang gives us an

idea that manl'nch peopie lived in this part that were the sources of patronage to

the Buddhist eCucation here and over hundred Sangharams means a complex of

educationai centers, It was the region where Buddha already paid a visit.

Xuangzang also heard about the Buddha's dwelling in this region. "'When

Tathagau lived in the world, he often traveled through this country. Hence Asoka-

raia raised monuments or built stupas in all those places where Buddha rested.

Scattered among these are spots where the three past Buddhas sat down, or

n'aiked. or preached the law". (Beal, 1884:267). Therefore, the region around

\ralabhi had already come under the influence of Buddha's teachings from his

lifetrme and later Ashoka built stupas and many rnonuments to guide locals for

Buddhist practices. The Buddhist educational center was already taking shape

before the foundation of Maitrakas bringing this region under their rule. "It might

have been promulgated there, as in southern Gujrat (Aparant), by the Buddhists of

Ceylon (Sinhadvipa). The name of one of these Buddhists, according to the edicts

of Asoka, the Mahavamsa and Dipvamsa, was Dhannarakshita". (Virji, 1955:

170) During the reign of king Milinda this region enjoyed popularity. Talking

about the fame of Valabhi, even I-Tsing reported the existence of Valabhi as the

Buddhist higher learning centre equal to Nalanda. The earliest reference to

Buddhism in Valabhi is found in copper plate of Dhruvsena I. "ln I-Tsing's time

there were fwo pre-eminent centers of learning in India- Nalanda in the east and

Valabhi in the West. Speaking of the 'Method of learning in west (i.e. India), I

tsing says that it was usual for leamers, after preliminary training, to resort to

Nalanda or to Valabhi for further studies". (Dutt, 1962:230)

During the visit of Xuangzang, the King Druvapata was ruling the country

who was a Kshatriya as other rulers in the country. He is the nephew of Siladitya-

raja of l{alava, and son-in-law of the son of Siladitya. According to Xuangzang,

"He is tf a lively and hasty dispositiory his wisdorn and statecraft are shallow.

Quite recently he has attached himself sincerely to faith in the three "Precious

ones," Yearll.he summons a great assembly, and for Seven da-r's 
-qil'es 

away most

r.aluab1e gems. exquisite meats, and on the priests he bestorvs rn chariry the three

garrnents and medicaments, or their equivalent in value, and precious articles

made of rare and costl,v 
-qems 

of the seven sorts". (Beal. 1884: 267) Here when

Xuangzang mentioned the "three precious ones" indicating his attachment to

Buddhist three rriple sems. Like the previous Buddhist kings he too was

organizing Buddhist assemblies where he would be generousll' supporting the

Buddhists.

Close to the Valabhi city a big Sanghrama was established and was

flourishing during Xuan-ezang's visit. He reported that "the great sangharama was

built by the Arhat Achara ('O-che-lo) ; here the Bodhisattvas Gunamati and

Sthiramati (Kien-hwui) fixed their residences during their travels and composed
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treatises which have gained a high renown". (8ea1,1884: 268) Dipakkumar Barua

confirmed the fact of Arhat Acharya with Sanskrit evidence. "This information

(of Arhat Achara) was supplemented by a grant of Dharasena II of Valabhi, in

which the Sanskrit name of the founder was given as Atharya". (Barua, 1969: 60-

61) "This monastery was known as the BAPPAPADIYA monastery (monastery of

the father) as was found in a grant to this vihara, made by King Druvasena II in
circa AC 588". (Barua,1969:61)

The period of the establishment of the great Sangharama was not reported

but it must be during and after the Ashoka's period, as we got evidence of

Ashoka's patronage to Buddhism to this part.. Therefore, Buddhism was

flourishing around Valabhi, Hinayana and Pudgalvadin in particular. According to

Sukumar Dutta, "The growth of Valabhi as a centre of Hinayana Buddhism seelns

to have started contemporaneously with the foundation of the Maitraka dynasty

itself. Bhattraka was not Buddhist Himself, but a Saiva. Yet an old monastery

associated with his name, it's referred to as 'Bhattraka Monastry" in one of the

grants (AD 567) of Guhasena, suggesting its foundation by Bhattraka himself.

(Dutt, 1962:226) He indicated Bhattaraka as the founder of the Bhattaraka

Monastery, but we already know that Buddhism was available here and to that

Buddha's dwelling was evident through the tradition reported by Xuangzang.

Therefore, Hinayana was already introduced to this part before Bhattraka granted

financial support to the Sangharama.

Following Bhattraka's reign the successor of the dynasty continued the

grants to the Buddhist Monastic practices here by granting finances to the

Monasteries and ceremonies. Bhattraka's granddaughter Dudda's monastery then

became the nucleus of an extensive monastic group known as the 'Dudda' group

of monasteries and was looked after by the State. (Dutt, 1962:226) Ktng

Dharsenal later grants finances to build a vihara for Acharya Sthirmati.

Radhakumud Mukerjee supported the same. "Again in AD 580, King Dharasena I

made a grant in favour of another vihara called Sri Bappada which was founded

by Acharya Bhadanta Sthiramati". (Mookerji, 1947: 585-586)

As a matter of fact the different monasteries were the outcome of generosity of

royal patronage and local merchants. The monasteries built from the grants of the

Bhattraka's successors and Buddhist following local rich merchants are as

follows:
1. Buddhadasa Vihara named after Acharya Bhadant Buddhadasa

2. Abhaytarika Vihara built by Nimma

3. Kaka Vihara built by Merchant named Kaka

4. Gohaka vihara built by Gohaka,

5. Vimalagupta Vihara built by Acarya Vimalagupta

6. Stiramati Vihara built by Sthramati (probably not the Vasubandhu's

descipel Sthirmati)

I
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The complex of Buddhist monasteries indicated the different Buddhist schools
under it's nikava's and under acharya's were established under the royal
patronages helps der-elop Buddhist educational environment.

As a maffer of fact, the Dudda Mandala of monasteries was for the use of
monks only. But there was another Mandala founded by one Yaksasri, which was
intended for nuns. It was always tradition that Buddhist sangha Nunneries are
quite separate from the Monk's residents, but they are close to them. In valabhi
also ive can locate these two mandala's were developed for Monks and Nuns
separately. According to Sukumar Dutt, The names of these nunneries too appear
from the grants:

I . Yaksasri vihara built by Yaksasri
2. Pumannabhatta Vihara built by pumannabhata

3. Ajita Vihar was built.by merchant Ajita.
"Both Siladitya I and Dhruvasena II made grants to some of these nunneries"
(Dun, 1962:228)

From the grants to the monasteries and local Buddhist practices it is
indicated that they were ail related to the Hinayana sect of eighteen Nikayas. "The
grants refer to the resident monk-community as 'Arya Bhiksu Sangha, or as in
Guhasena's grant, as Sakyarya Bhiksu Sangha of eighteen Schools (Nikayas)- the
traditional numbers of schools in Hinayana Buddhism". (Dutt, 1962:22g-229)
From the grants sanctioned by the royal patronage it is also evident that these
grants were given to the Mahayana school of Buddhism which was also
established around the main mandalas. "Druvasena II made a grant to the
Monastery at the village of Yodhavaka, buiit by one Skadabhatta, the resident
sangha of which is described in the grant as 'Maha-nikaya Arya Bhiksu sangha,
where the expression Maha-Nikaya, most probably means Mahayanist. (Dutt,
1962: 229) Dr. Krishnakumari refered in her thesis that. "In the hey-day of
Valabhi, i.e. in sixth and the seventh centuries, the chief form of religion must
have been Mahayanism. it is possible that the the influence of Nalanda was
responsible for the growth of the Mahayana sect in \.alabhi. The form of
Mahayana that prevailed in valabhi was that of the Stavira school" (virji, 1955:
176)

From the Buddhist monastic tradition we learnr that Buddha Viharas are
built to provide shelter to monks, for discourses and training of novices. The
Valabhi monasteries were no exception to this. in the book 'Viharas in Ancient
lndia', Dipak Kumar Barua maintained that The Valabhi monasteries were built,
as the inscriptions related, for three reasons, e.g. (a) to lodge the Buddhist Sangha
which gathered together from different quarter, and considered of Bhikkhus who
practiced the eighteen nikayas. (b) For the worship of Buddha-image and (c) for
the installation and maintenance of books (library). (Barua. 1969: 6l) The special
grants to the library indicate the higher learning centers at Valabhi besides the
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scholars who are creating the inscriptions here. The grants were sanctioned by the

royal patronages to purchase the manuscripts and books. "This monastery was

equipped with a library which was considered deserving a royal grant for the

express provisions for purchase of books (saddarmasya pustakopanchayartham, in

grant of Guhasena I of AD 559.)" (Mookerji, 1947: 586)

Besides the building of monasteries and library aids, the royal patronage

provided grants for the day to day ceremonies performed in the monastery. The

regular ritual perfonnance was quite expensive whieh might not be possible

through the support of the lay followers. Therefore, royal patronage was received

for various items required for the performance of rituals. Sukumar Dutt mentioned

that "ln the Hinayanist monastery in Valabhi, Buddhapuja the ritual image

worship seems to have been a major activity of the monks, attended with due rites

and ceremonies. The Kings on their grants provide for it; they include in the items

of expenditure the cost of incense, lamps, oil, flowers". (Dutt, 1962:228-229)

According to Xuangzang image of seven Buddha in a Vihara built by the King

Siladitya shows that the worship of the image of previous Buddha and Gautama

Buddha was in vogue in the Valabhi era. I-Tsing also reported of details of the

way in which Buddhist image was bathed and worshipped. "The priest in charge

of performing the ceremony of worshiping the image was known as the padmula

and the grants made special provision for his livelihjood". (Virji, 1955: 175)

Sukumar Dutt further maintained that "Buddhist Vihara of the age, as we gather

from the Chinese records were open to all learners, Manavakas (ordinary pupils)

as well as monks, it was not necessary to be ordained to take advantage of the

learning dispensed by them. The Saivait Maitrakas would not be concerned with

the propagation of Buddhism". (Dutt, t962: 231) This indicates that Maitrakas

were tolerant towards the propagation of Buddhism in their kingdom by the

Buddhist monastics while they themselves followed the Saiva belief.

It is a matter of interest to know the skiiled scholars of the Valabhi

University and their fuither career. As we have seen that both monks and lay

persons could earn education here, therefore, laypersons did have a high prospect

of getting recognized by the royal patronages to serve the court. Mookerji

maintains that "students of Valabhi like those of Nalanda, after graduation, used

to present their theories and even demonstrate their administrative talent to be

employed in govemment services related to I-tsing. This shows that Valabhi

provided for other studies than the purely religious secular vidyas like dharma,

Niti, Vurttu, Chikitsa Sastras. (Mookerji, 1947 586) Altekar mentioned that the

fame of the university was such that from the eastern part of lndia Brahmins

would think of sending their wards to learn here. "Like Nalanda, Valabhi also was

not an exclusively Buddhist or Monastic center of Leaming. Even Brahmanas

from the distant Gangetic plain used to send their sons to that place for higher

education". (Altekar, 1944: I24)
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The courses taught in the university were completed in two to three years

with rigorous teaching learning sessions as monastics. Like Nalanda it was known

for the intellectual environment. Here not only monastic education was

disseminated but also scientific education was imparted on the basis of religion.
"The university was famous for its catholicity and intellectual freedom. We are

told that the scholars from all parts of India used to assemble at Valabhi and stay

there for at least two or three vears to discuss 'possible and impossible doctrines".

(Altekar, 1944:124). Altekar further maintains that since Maitakas were generous

towards higher learning "-eive direct grants for the purpose of meeting the general

expenses of the University as also for strengthening its library" (Altekar, 1944:

124). T\e scholars u,ho completed their courses in the university received special

recognition from the community and Kings in particular. "They used to receive

some financial help to enable them to start their life. This continued to be the case

till c.775 A. D. rvhen the reigning dynasty succumbed to an Arab attack, which

resulted in the destruction of the city and of the University. (Altekar, 1944: 124)

the beginning Arab invasion began from the north-west and later to western part

of the country, therefore, Valabhi came under primary Arab attacks which caused

its destruction. Sukumar Dutt rejects the possibility of destruction coming from

Rashtrakutas of the time. "It came from the Tajjika (Arab) invaders-perhaps at

some time in the eighties of the eighth century AD. They reduced all its edifice to

rubble and dust including the Maitraka monasteries. (Dutt, 1962: 231) The

Rashtrakutas kings like Dantivarnan and Dharavarsa provided grants to the

Kampilya monasteries on the outskirts of Surat. "A copperplate inscription of
Dantivarman dated S. 789 (AC 867) recorded that, after bathing in the river
Puravi (Purna), the King donated lands at the request of the monk, Stiramati, in
favour of the Kampilya Vihara, where there lived five hundred Bhikkus of
Sinddhudesa. It may be presumed that the Buddhist monkish community
migrating from Sindh, due to probably Muslim aggression there, established a

monastery at Kaiimpya which was already regarded as a sacred spot". (Barua.

1969: 64) the movement of Arab invasion could be traced here during the eighth

century from the North-west pushing the Buddhist activities tou'ards south.

In a nutshell, the region of Saurashtra blessed *'ith the dw'elling of Buddha

himself and later came under the royal patronage of Emperor Ashoka, gives us the

idea that the region was came under influence of Buddha's teaching from the

beginning and from the Ashoka's reign Buddhist monastic shelters were being

built. The beginning of higher learning as per the histonc evidence shows that

Maitraka kings came to this region during the decline of Gupta dynasty and

established the Valabhi as their kingdom. The status of krngdom to the Valabhi
helped flourishing the monastic education on unir.ersiry ler,e1 here rvith the royal
patronage provided by the Maitraka kings and their successors. The significant
contribution came also fiorl the local Buddhist follou'in-s merchants for the
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building of monasteries and its maintenance. The fame of the university was not

less than the Nalanda which was the Mahayana educational center. The

development of Hinayana educational center at Valabhi with its scholars'

recognition all over the country was noteworthy. Unforrunately the death blow

came from the Arab invasion which caused the complete destruction. Though the

primary setback occurred in the eighth century, it continued to survive till the

twelfth century when the forceful Arab aggression caused the complete extinction

of the university. Yet the university created its high benchmark being only

Hinayana University in India.
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