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Teaching English Poetry in L2/L3 Mix Ability Classroom with
the Module based on four Basic Skills

Sudesh M.B. Bhowate

Abstract : Teaching of English poetry is both difficult and delightful task for a teacher &'
difficult for comprehension level of L2/L3 learners in a mixed ability class which i varec
from a good learer to a slow learner. Once the students attain its comprehension, they
started enjoving it with its rhythm and rhymes. Teaching in the mix ability classroom i
entirely depending upon the teaching modules, teachers” level of patience and his teaching
plan. The objective of teaching poetry is cught to be achieved by the teacher which makes
teaching learning most effective from the students point of view. The effective teaching of
pmhﬁimlpsnmﬁunnflurﬂngmi:ﬂhcham.ﬁempqﬁuﬂmuh
problems in teaching English poetry in L.2/1.3 mix ability classroom and effective teaching
modules for poetry. Also the present paper is based on the project assignment presented and
submitied by the author in orientation programme of HRDC, RTM Nagpur University,
Nagpur.
Key Words : L2/L3 Learners, ELT, good learner, slow learner, teaching modules, teaching
plan, objectives of poetry, images, figure of speech, listening, reading, writing, recitation,
accent, thyme, rhythms, comprehension, group discussions, el
Introduction : Teaching poetry is the most delighting task for a teacher in English
chﬂmm.ﬁnnhimﬂmnmﬂumufimﬂhgmlmmgﬂm
vocabulary with rhythm and rhyme, emotions involved and creation of light atmosphere in
the classroom, Poetry is an art so also teaching it in English classroom. Both teacher and
students enjoy poem with the progress of the vision through images and figures presented by
the poct. The role of teacher is very important here especially in L2/L3 situations 1o help the
students with visualizing these images and realizing its musical sense. The task of teaching
English poem becomes difficult to L2/L3 learners because of its context and images used by
the poet. Therefore, teacher basically needs to help them in comprehension of poems with
pvaingthmﬂﬂgmﬁllmnt:umdmmim,ﬂmhthctudﬂngnfpmh}umhu
achieves some important targets as:

1. Make the students enjoy the poem

2. Crestion of light teaching-learming environment

3. Gaining of functional vocabulary and Comprehension

4. Perfection of Pronunciation and accent through the recitation

While developing comprehension; a shift of student’s thought process from their

mhngmpmmﬂwlmmug:himmmﬁpﬂiﬂlyhmﬂlmﬂhm. Teaching of
poetry helps in stimulating the shift of thought process in English. “The flexibility of poetic
genres provides EFLieachers with opportunity to involve learners recalling and recounting
personal experiences, to develop in their learners mental images while processing or
producing language, to help leamers to develop an L2 inner voice while producing and
comprehending language, to engage learmners in Kinesthetic activities, and to help learners to
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dw:!npmid[unyn:micvtmm:-rum.“{ﬁhuihzmjzplil}l It is an observed fact that
mmemhysmMmpmmmm:HMmmmm
I:m;hmihhnpmssimM:}-htmuskufm:hjngufﬁnglhhmwinwumm
15 not that easy but it certainiy helps in developing students curiosity in leaming English as
well as raising their comprehension javel effectively.

Isswes in L2/L3 Mix Ability Classroom Situations: Students in L2L3 mix shility
classroom especially in regional languages found English as difficult subject. During last
mhmnlMu.SECuﬂHSCmynfﬂimmFmrhiamhjm
mm@mm&m.hm:ufﬂwmmwmemimhmlﬁph
aftempts due o Eaglish only: therefore, they developed disinterestedness for the subject,
Muulhrym:hfw:lﬂhdhighﬂ!dmﬂiumﬂuipprmdmﬂb:ﬂmdmmmh:ﬂu
same 23 before Th;m:ﬂﬂEﬂ;iﬂh:lasmeﬂtmmlhuﬁm.murﬂumummm
mmmmmmuhiﬁmtheumufﬂuirwimﬁilm
2gain oocupits mejor portion in l}nmymsnfp‘dulﬁm.ﬂmfﬂmﬂmamdnm
constantly develops pressuwe Although sessions of poetry, short story and situational
Enﬂhhm&hmmmmlimmthingmhdﬁulelh:hubnr
teaching module requires sufficient times and Eu:plmunth:gﬂm:mnﬁdulnllngu
chmnhmgiﬂdifhudﬂ‘ﬁmhﬁhfmmhﬂﬁ.
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didn't mﬂkhm:ﬁmhismls%dﬂiiwcm Students found a
way out with the help of bazsar notes not to attend classes; therefore, they remain away
from the rez! language learning classroom situations,

Four basic skills i.e. listening, speaking, reading and writing could be learn through
the proper implementation of teaching modules for poetry and prose, Poetry certainly
brought a light environment and Mppﬂmmmmnunmﬂ:ymdmm:muninguf
poem in progression. Therefore, teachers also love teaching poems towards achieving their
goal of teaching four basic skills especially in the mix ability classroom,

Objective of Teaching Poetry: Teaching poetry in English classroom has multiple
advantages of its own_ [t certainly helps develops teacher-students bonding and attachment.
There are certain general objectives while teaching in English classrooms, accarding to Dr.
R. A, Sharma they are as follows:

L. Tuu:ﬁi:mﬂmtsmlpprecm:dnhumy,rhmmd'
style of the poem.

- Tﬁmai:lepupirmrmdllmdmlrmnwimpupu
rhythms and intonation.

3 Tn:mhhmﬂmﬂmdmdﬂumytlndﬂm;imﬁm
contained in the poem.

B SR Doo- PHPESATC
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4. To enable student to enjoy recitation, individual or chorss
of the poem.

5. To train the emotions of students

6. To create a love for English literature in them

7. Todevelop their acsthetic sense through poetry.

{Sharma 2005; p303)
Though the learning of words and phrases is considered as incidental only, but o

L2/L3 learmer's poetry becomes effective means to learn new words and their usages. Many
poems left deep impression on students mind for a longer period in their life. Through the
image building out of the leamed vocabulary students retain difficult words and s
meanings easily. They remember some lines and phrases with its effective meaning or soms
images of the poem helps utilize new vocabulary in different context. The present writers”
intention while teaching poetry in English classroom is to create light environment of
teaching-learning and to create maximum possibilities o bring down the student’s phobia
towards English.
What is Poetry? : Since we are dealing with the teaching poetry in English classroom, it is
taken in the classroom activity to understand its meaning and various aspects and enjoying
the acsthetic beauty. From the time pericd unknown to human being poetry delights
gencrations. Music of poetry and rhythms make oneself dance. Thoughts of poetry make
some cry and laugh, For P, B. Shelley ‘poetry is the expression of thought'. For William
Hazlitt, poetry is ‘the language of imagination and the passion’. (Hudson 1913:p83) Thomas
Carlyle considered poetry as the musical thought. William Wordsworth defines poetry as,
‘spontancous overflow of powerful feelings’. (Hudson 1913:p83) Mathew Amold considers
‘poetry as the eriticism of life’. (Hudson 1913:p83)

Developing Comprehension of Poetry: When one claim to understand the poetry, here
he/she receives and visualizes the series of images and pictures depicted in the poetry.
Through these images various figures of speech symbols, signs, musical effects from
rhythms and thoughts develops his/her understanding. He grasps the gist of the poems out of
all such means. Students also need to train to understand such images. While teaching
poetry English classroom could be transformed into a workshop for L2/L3 learners as &
group activity, A well prepared teaching plan' and module with respect to the different
poems is required to be implemented by a teacher.

Teaching Module for Poem: An effective teaching module covers all important objective
of teaching poetry. Four basic skills should be emphasized equally. From the announcement
of the particular poem to the completion of entire module based teaching involves several
activities for students. These could be taken as step in progression of teaching-learning in
the classroom.
Step It Announcement of poem and developing curiosity amongst students for the
wetivity

Announcement of a poem as the next topic in classroom activity alone is mot
workable. With the announcement of the poem, it is essential to develop curiosity amongst
studenis to know writer of the poem and pleasures from the poem. Curicsity could be
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developed by introducing the brief and special information about writer, may be some
stunning facts from poet’s life to catch student’s attention and arousing interest. While
teaching a poem ‘The Solitary Reaper "written by William Wordsworth, teacher could give
information and incidents to students from poets life. As writer himself mentioned in
Prefude-1 an incidence from his life when as a child how he developed fascination for
sailing in a boat. Unable 1o pay the fare, how in dark night he came to river through deep
forest and threntening sounds. He sails into boat and how was he terrified with the sounds.
His early life without parents with the only support of his elder sister Dorothy, his intense
love for nature, all certsinly could arouse curiosity amongst students to learn about
Wordsworth more and i prepares ground for the poem. Also such information orients the
students with the writer's life and time. A British Council Trainer Christina Smart uses
background music before initisting poem “As 8 way in to a poem, | might play some
background music to create the stmosphere, show some pictures to introduce the topic, and
then get students to think shout their personal knowledge or experience which relates to this
topic.” (Smart, 2005) i

This curiosity for students cerainly made him read the poem before attending the next
seasion of the poem.

Step 1I: Giving gist of Poem with meaning to difficalt terms and references

For the L2/L3 leemer understanding poem in first hand reading is difficult unbess
they know the gist of poem beforehand so that they work upon their own imagination to
develop the images given in the poem. Many teachers use here translation method for the
L2/L3 learners, Gist of the poem may be given in simple English with minimum translation
helps siay with the ohjectives of the teaching poem.

Step 111: Listening Skill and pleasure of rhythms

Here in this step teacher recites the poem dramatically two/three time with correct
accent. intonation and chythms, The recital of poem by teacher should be clear and audible
to all the students in the classroom. In the first time recital by teacher, students are supposed
to listen it carefully without referring the text so that students keenly observes the lip
movement, facial expression and realize the music of the poem. In the next two readings
teachers allows students to open the book and mind the words and phrases with its
pronunciations. In this activity learner understands the utterance of word with correct stress
and intonations.

Step I'V: Reading Skills and Development of Comprehension as Group Activity

In this sctivity learners in the classroom will be divided into some groups (8-10
Students each) with distribution of good leamers in every group so that slow learner get
their help casily and feel comforable. In this activity every students will recite poem one
after another and teacher will correct their pronunciation. intonation and rhythms, Teacher
will give drill for certain words and sentences for its proper utterance and recital. Good
learners nlso could extend their help with the same once teacher is satisfied with histher
performance. In this way teacher could save his time and move on to another group for
helping students.
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Step Vi Speaking Skill and Confidence Building

In this step students in group activity find out the difficull words with e help =
teacher and good leamers, all the students would develop their comprehension of poem
word by word and line by line. In this activity students are free (0 interact with ssch other
especially to share their own ideas and ing about the stanza and its memg The
will certainly develop an environment of English and platform for slow leamers 1o dewelop
their speaking skill. Teacher would ensure that each student are getting enough opporsesiey
to participate in the discussion and expressing their ideas. Participation by slow leamer =
the discussion would build his'her confidence 1o speak and expressing ideas.
by teacher and good leamers 1o such slow learners is essential here to make himber
vocalise,

Step Six: Writing Skill and Examination oriented preparation

In this step students will be asked to write & summery or gist of poem as a group
activity. Students will be asked to write the gist of a whole poem in their words and not the
line 10 line or stanza wise summery. In this way students will be given training for writing
skills. Teacher will go through the summery submitted by swdents group leaders as oral
presentations from their place only. Once teacher is satisfied with the summery of each
group he would provide them few long and short answer questions from the examination
point of view. Students in group would prepare the written answers and present them. At the
same time teacher would ask other simple question to test the comprehension of students. In
this way also show learner would get a chance to be vocalized with the possible answers and
it will stimulate their intellectual understanding. Teacher would also correct the answers
from the written sheet submitied by students. All students at the end would be allowed 1o
take down corrected copies into their note books as their own notes. In addition to this group
method Crhristing Smart suggest few suggestions stimulating creative writing skills among
students as follows:
= They can write a letter to a character in the poem, write about what happened before the
beginning or after the ending of the poem and so on.

* Students could use the poem as a starting point and model for some parallel writing:
Each group might contribute a verse 1o a collective poem (or rap).

 Genre transfer presents a lot of opportunities for writing practice; letters, diary entries,
radio plays, newspaper articles, agony aunt columns all based on the original text from 2
poem.

e My students have found reformulation exercises very stimulating, where they swich
between formal and informal language.

* Longer poems can be summarized in fifty words.

o It is also fun to get students to transform content words to synonyms or antonyvms and
then discuss the subtleties of vocabulary {Smant 2005)
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Number of writing strategies could be assigned to students group. Onee the comprehension
of the poem occur to them, these stedents would love to work upon different creative ideas
a5 well as examination ortented preparation.

Conclusion: Tu::hing poetry in Eng,'hsh classroom is the multi-sdvantageous activity.
During the poetry session, classroom environment becomes light and pleasant. Students look

free from stress and show interest in every progressive activities. Through a proper workout
plan English classroom would be transformed to a leamer's active workshop. Here in such a
workshop of poetry, objectives of poetry achieved at the maximum. Sessions of poetry gives
a wholesome environment for slow learners 1o participate into the activity with enthusiasm.
Good executed teaching module for poetry cemainly provides opportunities 1o leamers to
learn four basic skills from a single module. The poetry sessions also provide maximum
opportunity 1o leamn new words and its usage with its different forms. The group activity for
poetry also trains student’s emotions, thought process and develops sesthetic sense. The
success entire activity is depending upon the well planed module and his effective role as a
facilitator. Effective use of multimedia especially during recitation of poem through
audio/video mediums (LCD projectors) help develop environment and to catch learner's
attention. Through multimedia students could be given exposure fo the native speakers of
English by audio/video clips. lnﬂmmﬂudmﬂmuldmﬂrrmndﬂdhshmmﬂmhm.
and intonation,
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Zen Buddhist Master Thich Nhat Hanl's Anti-toar
and Poetic Meditations on Brahmavihara for Unive

Peace

.Sudesh Bhowate'

Abstract Life on the sarth becomes tormibly unsade than over
bofore with the threat of war amd use of nocear weapons iy
moment. Cal throat competition ko grab global market and Moss
producibon of dmdly weapons tronically o secune one's nation
muakies the other insacure, Smail nations are either grabbed or
destroved or sconomically paralyzed and mede dispaincdant. by
the poweriul natlors for their selfish motite The answer o all
these threats fnom Muckear Wiar, Cyber War or Space war or
investon of small counikes by the hpper ope s simply o
philnsophy  of MNonaiolence. Sramans  tradition  in Inclia
especially Buddhism offers a philosophy of  mon-violence
thromph the Metta and aspects of Brahawasvieres, Hraelimisihars
mans sublime or noble state of conduct or stbe of Hving. 11 has
Iour mspocts Metin, Emwme Akl end L pekdclis h-u._-hlrrg and
praciioes of those sspects of Boddhist Srefweroiherss in th
history heiped states in India and abmad mainiin peace and
harmony.  Buddhist Scholars and Bhikdus in every ape
combinued these tsachings coaselessly with Buddha's advice for
the welfare of mankind as well as for all living beings. Poetry is
ihet sbrong modium of cxprosion adoptod by Bhikkhus io toach
Buddhist values and teackings of Buddha Muny verss in
Buddhist Sanslrit and Pali Canon are the outcome of thess
alforts made by Busilhist scholars Through various Budidhisl
prachos monks all over the world belp paople overcome iheir
sutlering and 10 inculste the Metta for happiness and weliane
Contemporary Buddhist scholare and living masters fike His
Highness Dalsd Lama X1V @ well known for his sachings of
Mitta and 92 yoar ofd Zen Mester Thich Math Hanh known for
his toachings of Mindiulnoss and compassion  Also Ewiled
Vielnamese Monk Thich Math Hanh & a0 well koown pout ansd
crentive writer. "Ll Me by My Trie Noemes® is ihe oollation of
his poeres, most of them wons writbon during 1960 and W on
the thesme of universl peace and brothorhosd. The PO are
the poatic moditations: by the wrter on Buddhist Philcsophy of

sdemh B Bhowawe, Asst Professor & Head, Dopartment of English, Dr. MW.P.W.S Aris

ramercs Callepe. Napur, i Al




e prasilant |.i'r|_g1unri.||n. aumiccn Metts amd varkous aspeos of

ar Po Beviie mamiras sevking world peace and wolfare of all bangs. Tha
Iniversal i e i W e ey S e
ani-war porms of Thich Mhat Hanh with thoss aspedcts i Lhe
comiesd of contemporary conditions.
Introduction
vorid War 1l life on our planet is changing rapidly than ever before, The progress
sace of life 15 incroasing with the advent of IT and digital technology. On one hand
:—: o are pagoying the blessings of luxury but on the other it is dwelling under the
":" - {rmachear) war from the superpowers and from the s callsd underdog nations.
l roal competition o grab global market, desire, greed, and jealousy brought the
by < a5 enemy of each other. Mass production of deadly weapons ironically o secure
1: ation makes the other insecure. Small nations are either grabbed or destroved or
a mically paralyzod and made depondant by the powerful naticns for thoir selfish
:J woe War affecied Millions of people lost thetr lives and equal number of people
= X we s homeless wondering o pet shelter s nefugess in the netghboring natsons. From
:‘1: they cry o get back to their homelands bul unheard by the homeland
s rmmerits, Atrocities on Uwe homeless mipgrants from the known and unkaown
hod Labors are brutal. Thes anforfunabe people drown semewhere while crossing river
h we men killed and women raped by the pirates or army or they ane jailed for thesr
Y k= zon in ethers territory, The hobocaust of war from every coener across e nations
:-'_:1 = horrible narratives and revelation of animalistic nature of human (ctizen) with
S rctive wiapons lefl no lmits of cruelty.
1=
harir T raradon in the human behavioe espedially of civilians s a maites of concern for the
rtﬂ o wiorld, They are chose o the religion yet they are far away from the practical
5 o serality and values. Fundamentalism in the practice of religious values and political
-Luil-: worulism make tem blind to realize their humanness towards other natsonal. Political
g tctsm grives birtk o the ideas likie ferrorism, mcralfze ond sepanntisie, The rebel groups
O = ol ondy theeal o the stales but at the same time they ane constantly killing the social
L: People are tiving unider fear of death everywhere, Civilians are being targeted by
- ves robel proups to make realize thesr presence to avillans and o challenge the
Or MWW il authorities, Terror created through their activites kefl unddiable effects on

il




people. | remember one such lerror incidence oo urred near my town in 1990, Naalies

had exploded a Poloe van carrying polive men as woll as civilians fof Blamigejhas

hamlel) which were heading towards my town Dweord for the wenkly market on Tuesdass

In & few minuies from that massive blast, people started crving and yelling for Josis =

their relatives or near dear. Siren of Police Lorries hoading lowards the spil and e

hack towards rural hospital was creating additional lerror amongst my fown people, 18 et
foar rudden people, especially villagers who werd going back o beir villages on &2

same route owards the blast could be seen grave and anxious Simwe That imchdes

many such terror inadences happened and bermdppds of civilians and policomen &S

killed by maxalifes and encounter with polioe becomes & rouling
Suffering (Dukkhaj

Suffering through war, atrocities or rouph natural causes is known b us »
immemnorial past. Religious teachings and prachoes develops acnoss the world in the pess

ir overcome these sufferings. Religious founders, saints and sages have spond thiir I T
b help people develop loving kindness and brothertwaad beyond (he boundaries
states. Buddhism is the forerunner in the campaign of loving kindness and com pases
and helping people overcoms: their suffering, The gquestinn of happiness or L pr

ol unhappiness 15 fundamental W Buddhism. (Sangharakshita, 204:5) Basically, |
contre of Buddha Dhamma is man and the eelilion of man looman in hi% lifie on Eamss
{Ambadkar, 1997: 121) Therelore, Buddha begins with existence and pecogmitn
sufferings, thal there is an origin of sufferings, an ending to ssrrow and & path 108
ending of sorrow. He called thise principles as the Four Noble Truths, 'According, 0.8 -
Dhamma if every person followed e Path of Purity, the Path of Righlosusnoss and &

Path of Virtue, it would bring abowl the end of all suffering’ [Ambedkar, 1997 122)

Path of purity is Fioe proocpts (pancasila), Path of Righteousness is the Noble Eighifld

iatthongige Magge) and the Pathr of Virtie are fen Paramitts, The sssence of BuddB

concept of peace could be trace from these eachings of Buddia

We know the war during Buddha's time between two city states Sakyas anvd ¥
which briske out of sharing water for agriculluzal purpose. Buddha saved thousands
lives from war killings and possible origin of sufferings on both sides. Buddhism

bt wisrking for the universal prace and beotherhood through Buddha's teachings

rahamarlioy i, "Sublime Alndings. “Here Brahms mians sublire of noble a8
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Semscviya (sublime Wife); oikare means mode or state of conduct, or state of Hving.”
wrais 1988: 535) It has four aspects Mefte, Keruma, Midite and Upekiha. In each
semegtion Buddhist masters and monks ceaschessly work 1o maintain peace and
wrrrwss whitever they go. sometimes al the cost of their life or made lo accept
wernent. Devoted disciphes of Buddha as monks constantly walking and helping
srs and viiles on Buddha's advise depicted in Vinaya Pitaka: "Caraih Blukidure
o Hairgion Hitmy-Balngm Swkhay’. Following their Master's word Bhikkhus across
<ol coasebessly working for the welfare of human society.

Living Buddhisi Masters

mporary lving Buddhist lepends "Nobel Prize for Peace Winner' His Highness
. Lama XIV and ‘Nobel nomines for Peace’ Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh are the
swron of world peace. HH Dalai lama who born as named Tenstn Gyatso in 149935 in
“vovimee of Amdo in Eastern Tibet is known for his Mefta retreats and training of
%! thest practioes for monks and lay people. He is considered Head of the Tkt people,
wocling 1o pet hack 1o his homeland with his millions of countrymaen whoare living in
= different countries. His approach to the problem of suffering could be guessed
o s peaction, ‘my religion is kindnesses’ (Sangharakshits, 2004:1), The kindness in
~olivds comes from the Buddhist Mete. T had got an opportunity (o reccive his
v i first ime in his Dhamma retreat organized by Nagloka, Nagpur in 2007 and
o et in University of Mumibai in the International Conference on ‘Metta’ organized
= Cepartment of Philosophy in December 2018 where | was invited as the speaker n
¢ the sesstons. From his writings and the lectures HH Dalal Lama is constantly
anp the subject of sufferings, threat of war and his concerns for the future of human
iy, In the present circumstances accosding o him, "there will be no [ullure wirth
i unless everyone now lakes personal responsibility for their own inner lives and
vorsal responsibility for pain and misery in the world..." (Diresser, 1996:5) On the
~miems of continued war HH Dalai Lama appeals for taking o jourmey of Badlisatios
the hearts of compassion and forgiveness.

%oem in Hue of Coniral Vielnem in 1926, Thich Nath Hanh ordained as Buddhist Meonk
o the age of 16 Grown up as the highly intellectual Buddhist schalar, wriler, poet and

ilosopher Hanh is responsible for developing many institutions i Vielnam vie an
wong Buddiist institute. School of Youth for Socal Service ansd La Boi Press which are




helping people in spiritual and social grosvth, To end the decade long war in the country nal an

he visited France in sarly 19705 with the peace mission resulted into dendal of enlry back Sy
W his own country. Thersfore, he sstablishad his Mindfulness Meditation Contre in Plum
Village of France. Here, like the HH Dalai Lama bat is living his life in exlle sinee 19T
He later traveds across the globe for his antl war campaigning for world peace. His
sssociation with Martin Luther King Jr. steered U entire America and rest o word
gathering support to end the war. Nominated for Nobel Prize for peace, he 15 ome of e P
highly influential personalities of the milkennium due to his works lowards world peace
talks on Enpgaped Buddhism and Meditation retroats, [n the wintor of 2006 1 gol a=
opportunity o participate in his three day retreat organised in Napgaloka, Nagpur, whess

| received hils teachings on mind fulness and walking mieditation,

Hanh i also o of the greatly publishing, author with over hundred books with milljens ey T
copies sold in muldple languages. His crealive writings, the Sione Boy' (anthology shors T Wi
stories) and Call me by my Tre Names' (anthology poems) are popular besides his books LR L
on Buddhism. In this paper U've laken his anti war pooms from his ‘Call me by T b PUSTTY
Mipmes”, The most of the poetry in e frst part dne anli war poems divodind o the woes L ol
peace. Thi story behind the origin of the poem has a sorrowiul incident which the wrss Vi
e from one of the letlers sent bo him from refupes camps in South East Asia, In s ST LI
book “Being Pesce” o wrode the incidence in detail. A mene 12 years old Victnamiese g . H.
was raped by a Thai pirate when her boat was heading towards a nefugee camp. The g8
drowns hersell out of suffering. Here mslesd of hatred Wowards hat pirate Has A5
develops compassion for him for it was in unwholesome envinsnment be was g s war
Hiere writer mediales upon the droumstances where the fisherman grown up crimi

or pirabes, Hanh's own stand is to destroy the il mentality, He believes everyons olseis .
responsible for the origin of pirates. In the book ‘Being Peace’ he maintains: "In = =& anc
muditation, | saw that il | had been borm in the village of the piraie and rased in S8 =EOCLIT
sirme condilicns ds e owas, | would now be the perats. ., If Vb o I wwires boarm |.-::l|.1.l"|.'
those fishing villages, we might become sea pirates in twenty-five years. If you take
Fan angd shaoot Lhe pirals, you shoot all of us, because all of us are 0 some EE . =
responsible for this slate of aflairs™ (Hanh, 14967: 6808) Hanb indentifies suffering

bith lievels: the sulferng of unforfunate people like that innoscent gir who ane fss

from war Lo countries and the =|I.I:1'I't'I'I|'||*I of those who are |l.‘\-\ll.:lh'l||'I immoral life -
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remonal amel pirates. born ol of unfortunele environmenis. Henl's poems urge the
et across the world for developing loving-kind ness on the earth (o save humanity.

~sah 15 following th footstops of Buddhist mastors in past who developed poctry as Uhe
wodium of social conpectivity with the lay devolees, Majority of the Buddhist Pali and
woskril canon are covering e original wachings of Buddhba; also it covers the
= position by Buddhist Blibdus and Shidduenis. The most prominent verses by them
o= TTerigath” and “Thergatha. The aspect of Buddhist poelry revolves round the
sermorts of sufforings, montal defiloments, values, morality and overcoming ill will,
wus poetry is the history of emotional progress of human heings, Buddhist poetry
rds the anthropological and historical development of human sodety, When we ook

e o o those ancient (exts, one con ook into e payche and minds of these comipossrs

«wre they narrate their life from being to becoming (sttaining Arhat). They translale

- inmer world of emations and thoughts which are their concepts of present as will as
crare sochieties as their stopias,
ani's poems shified from self 1o encompass human beings tackle hatred and sufferings

n bwving-kindness and contentedness. One of his meditabiomal poems often wken inbo
wod fulness practice maintains: “If we are pooceful, /i we ane happy, / we can
oo ke a fower, [ and everyooe in our family, / our socety, [ will benefit from

- prace’ (Hanh, 1987; 11}, For him happiness i the cossation of suffering, Call o by
w. True Names® brought a world of sufferings especially & war torned Vietnam with

o bethe ndpes. Weilers slrugple as o human being 1o restore peace for those devasted

Ser the war conditions could be trace from these poems. His mind travids with cach

ranil of the victims, he [eels sufferings when they soffer and prays for their

witip, Thise poems ane also remembrances and tribule o those who kst lives
g war and rehobilitation works,

Jorstanding Hanh's anti war poems through the elements of Bralumecifars, we have o
wer in mind the binary opposites like “hatred” and “Jove’. As in Distmmapads 5 verse
cucnbaing: “MNa B veren oennd sennmbrtidbe kudramnn, Anererg oo el o dhummo
weamtans” (Buddharakkhita, 1985:2%), Buddhism treals hatred with oon hatred means

Duddhism identifies true love with four clements ie, Mo, Karoed, Muodiba e
sl which are called as Brabmovihars,  Bhadanicarlya Bueddhaghosha in
widdhimagpn (The Path of Purification) relates development of elements of
semariiners with the sufferer, he maintains “When there is suffering in others it causes




flemroti) good people’s hoart o b moved (kempara), thas it ks compassion forend) Or

alternatively, it combats (Ewat] others’ suffering, atia ks amd demolishies it thos 8
compassion’ (Buddhaghosha, 1956 1X, 92-93), Development of elements of St
through meditation is alse hefd important in Buddhism as o way o Mib
Sanpharakshils pbseryes:  “ Throughoul the ancieni scriptures of the Pall canon B
made clear that the way o Enlightenment iovolves the cullivation of the emodEns

every step, most often in the form of the four brafumd oflulres” (Sangharakshita, 2004178

Modilational practice for developing thes: four elements of Brofumesfers furthor helps
crealing bonding between human being with each living being, on the earth. =
practice eliminates the ego-centric existence and develops an aftitude of boundliness
vastness that extends with no limits concerning the entire existence of living beings
typer ol praclice s called  apparmog pilert {living without limity" (Dhammanes
1994:373.) On the similar lines of these Buddhist aspecis, Hanh's poems dwell upos
idea of lmilless concorns for all living boings. To understand Hanh's poemis oftens
meed o po threugh the badkground of some inddenoss narrated by Hanh. By taking
clements of Brubrucdbara a5 & gudde, the amalysis of the selaed porms from

antholopy helps in envissoning writer's perception of the world under Lhe shadiow

Wl
hfetia

Metti is the foundational elements of Brabmaothars, rest of the three elements e
on this emotion. While describing the charecteristics of Meite, Buddhag
mainlained that “lovinn-kindmess s characterieed here “as promobing the &
wilfare’ (Buddhaghosha, 1956 344), Marada defined Metfa “as thal which softers
hoart’ (Narsda, 1988 3361, For Narada R is the wish foc the gomsd and happiness
Bonevelont attibude §s il chiel characteristic, so it discards {ll will, "Metis
expeclations and desines nothing, wletta is g very pure without stischment and
given' (Savadaw, J08: 4). Hanh added one more important aspect Le, ‘iLis thes
being joy and happiness o the person you loves, beaause even il yoirr inlenbion
Jove this person, your love might make him or hor sullers. {Hanh, 2011:5) Ha
emphasines the need for the raining of the cultivaetion of loving-kindness ang
understanding,  RBev. Sangharakhila discusses the perceivable sigms of WS

undatling stgn of Medta is thaat wou ame deeply poncerned for the well being, hag




Sarurn). OF inid prosperity of the object of your Metta, be that o person, an animal, of any other
i

R wing.” (Sangharakshita, 204:12) Sanghrakshita further clarifies the scope of Mets thal

| B rfe i friendliness of Metts dossn’t necesserily involve actual friendship in sense of
Re— w=sonal relationship with the person lowards whom you ane directing it. Talking about
il canon EEE binary opposite of Meita, Narada gives bis dinct and indirect enemies. *The direct
will &4

aemy of Metta is hatred, il will or aversion; ils indirect enemy is personal affection

varada, 1988: 330),

hi= emndaliams il
hiita, 20411

tver holpa 18 1any holieves in ane basic understanding, ‘if we are peaceful, if we are happy, we can
frarihve 1

e carih. “This
gl Limoss ard

—ili and blossom like & Mower, and everyone in owr family, our entire society, will
wnafil from our peace” (Nanh, 1987: 1%) His aspects of Metta revolves round the comoepl

vitig; boings, Sl peace and happiness of living being. Hanh is disturbed with the ceaseless suffering ol
mo—— e of war. Medilating upon anicos, he sees the suffering of people will go one day
, dwell upon thel h practice of loving-kindness. His poem ‘Experience’ urges for supreme Metts Bharwna,
—_—— porm was wrilten during, mscue operation for victims of food and war, During

. B taking fows
p.l'“h {rom H
o1 Lhe shadow of

r stay with the victims, malizing unbeasable sufferings of those unfortunate people:
wool U |'l'l.'l'l'|-‘l' |]i:.|.|.|;'-l|,-5 oul of nervoosness drowns seli. |:".l'|.'lll.;ll.'I tribwtic Hanh bit his
or and let his drop of blood into the river and wttesed prayver for the departed:

To o e hatee drowsed, [ speak
Ard to o afeo hare surpiped J Ana & bhe river-
Haoimg feardd all space reverberate / 1\Tth the fnfiorts scremns,

ferrenls are Tomight, "o come to stand midroay / Betwern twese sheer miower batns

¢ PBuxddhaphoshs And fo waich flum bend over the sioer £ And bo [Esten fo their lermal bitles

e e aspect ol Here i the traperminent S And pet wnd continiotesly fTooing worid

chich soltens on ; Lat ses shawd Pogeiher for the futune gereration. (Hami, 1925, 14

4 happiness of 85 o
1h wrole poem ‘Beromprendation” for wolunboers of Youlth for Soclal Service wiho

Al "hette has

« their lives every day during war period, He was ‘recommend ing, them 1o prepare
‘i without hatred” (Hanh, 1999, 19). While rereading these lines af poems constantly
embers the Diamond Sutra which suggests the courape of a prsctitioner with his

conment and e
- |||'||I_h|th.|.'|q' 3

o inlenlion i

. ¢ will Bloom a flower. And in this way he will cam a high respect from his loved
3118 Hank e

T seconad part of ‘Recommendation’ reflects on Mistba:

fondness and deeg
: e iy wleewt you fleoe Heis beast o

TS il Afeihi

Ith wouir courrmge indact gemer eyes ki

el TN ha *
[ teakng, napperes Livs Froebled [ froen as ne nne sees thert)



Ot of youir smile / Nl bloom a flewer
A Bhrose o fooe pou G beiold wou
Across ien thonsend worlds of Wrih and digrg ke, 79949 TH)
‘Flames of Proyer’ (s an emokiomil posim Bor him which has unlortunatn background, Ome
of his first six disciples Nath Chi Mai, core member of imierbeing had immolates herses
forr peace and rvonciliEaton ot Tu Mghiom Pagoda in Saigaon, The menlal training, unds
which his disciples wers gone through, he believed Nhat Chi mai was peaceiul al th
g of her death. 18 is only power of Metls and compassion provides peace and caiss
mined ey when one is in griel or suffering or tortuns
Vitking wp carly, [ hary slept soundly / Like am immocend clald with no wornes
Ay durrds ds iF gonr duty b oull fire home iz morming
My harsds coress my chicksy’ My hands, you are legil friemls
Higriads for hending oul candics and cookdes [ Haeneds fhat wre s ged T ik i cfalk
Hands for pearing sily’ Hirds for smootiving the heads of orplans. (Himh, 1999, 28]
fn Mot Suba, Mete has boen cxiendod bo all visible and invisibie living beings & -
objects, 1t s nevitable extended towards earth which nurtures all of ws. 1t is said that
express his gratitude owards the carth Budidha sal in Bluemisparsh Mizdra miditabios
ouching the varth with index figure, Hanh's Morming Pran wiss wirillen for devel
poace loving community through the practices of mindfulness. One of his similar
in the first section, ‘A Morming Prayer fior Penor” was used by youth in Uhe meetings
chant during “Don’t shoot vour own brother campaign” throughout the South viet
According o Hanh this chanting was aims al reconciliation and stopping the war
alsn b0 arouse the willingness W work for peace, The poem keeps Kammig as Lhe posss
action o human beings walking towards enlighbenmen The poem is composed in S
i wiay i constantly reminds the Mells Sulta:
Homnge to ol Buddlnes i the fer direchons
Beomuse of wour Iope for all / Hew compassion o 1S
Help us remember we are just one family / North and south
ety s rokd el omr compeessian arid bretieriood
And tramisfors cur separmte Inleresty lnfo losng urceptuner for wll
May youer compassion el us ooprcome our hotred (Himi, 1998, 35) -

It P SOITNE ITICHME Pasems i L "ﬂlh"l"ﬁ]" likas “Thie Sarm of e £ ndnare” L |.'|":l"1 L [~

s Ntk for all felbow brothers from across the world,
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Compassion
cont and compession are very chose emotions, where there s origin of Mefta, emotion of
mpassion arses simulancously, Buddhaghosha found il “chamcterieed as promaoting
o aspect of allaying suffering, Its function resides in nod bearing others sulfering
fuddhaghosha, 1956344), According to Narada, "keriens makes U hearts of the pood
vor when others are subject o suffering’.. Jis dirct enemy is wickedness and ity
vl enemy is passionate grief.” (Narada, 1988: 336}, Everyane has a subtie element ol
mpassion within us, “When we begin to cullivate compassion, we have 1o lake
= nabever seed of iE we can find within curselves and help it to grow’ (Sangtharakshita,
UL 1E), According o Hanh, ‘kerusa bsonot only desine to eradicale pain bat ability 1o do
Hanh, 2117} While advising Bhikkhus Buddha wants thiem 0 work out of ulmesd
mpassiom. He says, “You, O Bhikkhus, from all fetters, human and divine. Go v row,
od wander for the gaim of the many, fof the welfare of the many, oul of compassion for
world; for thie pood, for the gain and for the welfare of pods and men’ (Ambedikar,
7 434, In the light of these aspects of compassion, Boddhism sincerely works for the
suse of the environment and ecobogy of the living planet and abso reveals the nature of
acdist com passion,
tanh's poem ‘O Green Garden” |8 the purely environmentalist in nature. Here writer |s
= corrival abewul the preenbelt of ths univecss amid the explosions and pollutions, Wrilers”
pcisrn for the fora amd fawna s clearly discernibbe e
Fires spreing ap at mll ten points of e oriperse
A furlons aoerid wind sweeps them fomsnds o from all sides,
Aloaf and beantifl, the mowntain ond ripers abide,
Al rownd, Hae hortzon burns with oolowr of death
As for me, yes. | at siill alive
Bl paty body and soul wwrithe a3 if ey foe lnd been sel ow fire
My parched eyes can shed mo smone tewrs (Hioel, 1399, 6)
T poet s astonished o see the approach of human being, because no war can bring,
~acv and happiness 1o us. He offered selll to the gunmen, if te war could end with his
Seath. He ends the porm with compassionate orpe: "Who will be lefl o celebrate a
ctory meade of blood and fire® (Hanh, 1999, 7)

r unermth’ §8 another anbi-war pom wrillen alber destruction of Ben bre, The poim
= orks on the psyche of tha human being when our himds sympathetically support ws in
af priel, Wriler provides an ironic statement made by an American soldier on i




bombing of Ben tre, “We had 0 destroy the town in order o save iU (Hanh, 1999, 158
Poeds' crealkon of imagn of o limvess which was i niang the wach of the suryvivors 8
indbcating the gravity of suffering, ‘1 fedd my face in my bwo hands [ No, | em s
crying / I hald my faces im iy Bwo hands § To h‘-uj'- the loneliness warm-"(Hanh, 1
15) Poels" inner soul s angered upon the human passion of ktlling: his compession

holped in him stabilized his mind. Two hands protecting [/ Two hands nourishing

Two hands preventing / My soul from leaving me [/ In anger” (Hanh, 1999, 13)

The powt is of the opinion thal we should appreclate the songs of hirds and should
hate oaur bocly lor il s the |l:1|:.- s o |1|.|.|:||.1|1|l_',-. Thae humnanmity has & strctone el
through ihe springs, the rising tide, Beothoven, Bach, Chopin, cries of bty el il
Therelore, Hanh LTS A Do not destroy the structure of suchness within i
{Hanh, 199, M6, The po Siruchuine of Socferess’ BN ESSEE hiz conoern over
humandly and all living and non living being for their life. The war will destroy
thoreione, sonpgs of binds anc loags for the peace. Poot belioves in the power ol Al

Ui compaission. Thae survival of the humanity nests on these powers.

The poets somie of tho remermis which evoke (ompassion are sugpeshive ol PAud d®
leachings of anicon and drperdant orignation 1.0, Frafiiye Sampfpads. The bost exampds
such poems s Lot me e Back fo our Motherland”, The basis of this P 1% Yol EE
mourning o his dear ones. He wos in Paris when he heard ol assassinatbon of
students of Youlh for Soolal Service, founded by the poet. Cn the wrpe of the poet 15 .
W 'n'llrhl.n:.!_ foor the caus of sodal woellans, bal I|'||=f.' wors ahot dead at the riverbas
The writer believes as il be was Killed there, He cried helplessby,  Wrilers oomipa
frvierdds Ui o Beeased miade ki cry: T [ am not o gemeral. Tam jusi a human Besne
i5 1 whio summonod thom for service and now they have lost Uhisir Livos, | moed i
{Hanh, 1999, 25). The wrller i5 will aware of the edoor nature of huoman being, W
will return {0 the sarthe All four bodily dements will merge with the four slenienis
varth. To arowse compassion amongst the livings the writer offers their returns b
warth:

Ir yecer prescnce, felloar coun trymeen, Sbrothers and gsiers

Let me meturn e Resh of my hrofers: for o meotherliond

Lt mae retiern B Woad of mey brother Lo our motherlond-

Thiw chaste Wood @ied pacee Mesl Pl meeer soniled our rame

Let e refuren Bhaetr nemads bo lomareiiy) Himds at did amof :'I'L'EI'FL"_'.l




Hanh, 1999, 190 Let e gioe back their hearts. fo Riomanidiy, Heurts that bore mo lnnbred, " {Hiomh, 1932, 24
LEHam |

= airnelimes Metta and Kzrame emotions both oocur together. Poems in this anthology are
{ e SUTVIVEK

\ i Sdent of the same, Hanh mourns his dear ones or the lay devobers, ho seems o be an
Moy | am s

(Hanh 1999 o tivist registering his protest against merciless killings, but he urges for the compassion
yr- ¥

d Metta for the fetlow human beings who are tamed by the sold iers of statesmen. The
; CTR T RIS '-“d}'

; o ~om ‘Condemnation’ was written on the bombing of a village where the poet used 1o
s MRILEE

sit. The writers anguish could be visible from each line, vot be is not bowed befone Lhe

i will. Through this poem the poet is making people know that the enemies of men are
ds and should nes 4 men, but ill mentality controlled by desires:
a shruciure refloctss Whiovver i3 lsdeming, by my uifress:
bk and lullablets | sstrtat aecept s aar /T mever cosld, [ reoer ol
hness within yous i st say Bds o Avewcsand Smes | am kil
concern over Uhe I wm il thae bird wio dies for e soke of its mule
ar will destroy &l Dripping bivod from iis rokes beak and crigng out,
power of Mebie T Bepmare ! Trrm arviarnd el fiice: woicr real evierinies-

AmhiFon, tetemor, hatred, ared srrni" {Hanh, 1999 39)
1 poem ‘Condemnation’ was published in the Buddhist weekly "Ha Trieu Am® with
Ry ddha'e
peative of T dlation of 3000 coples, carmed the wrilér nams as Al Wi Poel, Some olher poiEms

i | warphe of )
Th best Examp Resalution’, ‘Those who hive wot Exploded”, "That is the only Mind', “The Fire thit

¢ poem b8 yel ﬂ[{l.

o sl o fous

v my Brother’, and "A Free While Clod” are such poem with appeal of compassion

1 at the samd Hme wrges e U podce,

T ol Lhio |"I:|"|:"| L
s al il n1,|1r|'h| 3 Sympili'lﬁ'l.t Iﬂ'!l' ITI"[ndihl

A riles DA IESE g
Writers comp sriness and comtentedress are the keys I the peace of mind, Sympathetic foy s
wat & human being. §
i Tives. 1 mood 1-“‘“1::

' human being, Whichs

pushy oxtends o the living being cspecially when they are in need of it When
revm is unhappy, he is suffering, he needs sympathetic joy from someons. According

Fuddhaghosha, ‘its funclion resides in being tn unenvious, [t is manifested as the

o [ovur elemenks o8 :
i siation of averstion (boredom), Iis proximate couse is seeing beings success

| ¥ v o BB .
s their PeCLmE sadhaghosha, 1956; 344), According o Narada the direct enemy of Mudife is palousy

il irect enemy is exhilaration. Hanh relates joy with the true love, "I there is no joy

TS ar lowves you can be sure that it is not tree love’ (Hanh, 2011:7), Bev. Sangharakshita
Lartd cos “the pure experience of mudita is because of ils inlensity entirely different from
- rdinary pleasune wer might take in knowing that somebody eise 15 doing well
o ‘narakshita, 204:18). By appreciating other wit lose nothing, In fect HH Dalad lama
ot destroy.
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cautious us with 15 negative effects, If, on the other hand, we resct negatively =
other people try to correct us, or compelitively when others are praised, or pee
when it is we who are praised, it will make people unhappy, and we will becomse e
and friendless” [Lama, 1994 47)

Berig o Basbcthist monk Hanh's entire life & dovobed o Uhw cluse of
Therefone, his poems search the moment of joy from other's lives. Where there isa
of oy what i under the pressure of War and sufferings, the pol edpressss
compassion and extends his sympathetic joy {pvwards all. The poem ‘Call Me by MaS
Wames' 1 examplo of such. The poet is focling burden o soprowiul thoupht for e
whi was raped by the sea pirates, but he is unable 1o ignome the clroumstances i
critne nurtures. Hanh humbly submil here s be is human being end le sormow @
a5 happiness, Wriler hopes no such crimes o be done and o such criminals &
nuriured. His sympathies are thus with hoth of these unfortunate beings:

My joy i like Speing, so toarm /i1 mukes Ratoers Moo all aver tie Esritf
Ay pain f5 like o river of tears, /5o oast it filis the four cavans
Please call me by ory trae sames, /50 [ oo her all my ories @ [mughier af o
so | oo ser dhal by joy and pat e o
Please cull me by oy Frie pames, 5o | cos Tk MjT
amd the door of my heart can e ket apen, f Hhe dioer of conmpiasion” (Hanh, 1984, FL
Amidst the wrror of war, when people of Vietnam were anxious over thez it o
life, thoy gol a moomend af joy on the eve of Vosak People forgel their pais
sufferings, they realimed that whatever was happening will cease one doy. The
memories for the lost dear ones in the war were anbearable but one day the light
will g0 awiay &s Buddha prodaim with the prind iphe oof mricre {mom-permanence). Has
it as the mewly bomn Buddha o them and a rebirth o the war victims. This Mudits
af these births of consciousmnoss could be realized from the poem “Night of Prayers
“Iin phat moment F The fower of frrarortaliny oprmed
st the gurden of hirth and death / The enlightemed smcle

ords and simidies / Hee Bas comey’ To lears mn's Larged g

Till sasit hrmed rose’ And Hie [umbre 5..-—.‘|’.'-|~ berame 4 ol cradie

Welooming Bwddiae, metdy horm ' (Hanf, 199, Ta)

s person of mental stability tends o suffer vet be remains calm and pea elul. U

remondous lorture and sulferings some innocent ideas oo makes them o

Flinees of Prayer’ is one of the sensitive poems of Hanh. The poem comss



enlightenment in four stages, where thied and fourth stages were passing, through
e uanimity and mindiulness. Thereiore: juanimity rlays a vital role on wiky (o e b
peace and contentment, Some of the Hanh's poems reveal the upeksha emots
prominently since his end object is bo work for peace.
Ther opening poem of the antholopy is ‘Message', The porm reveals the strong cony
ol Hanh |:'|l_|l_.h|1'|ji|1|rI the emd Of war and comninge of lJl‘l"F' peaue tor r'"-'|'|" Farado
wriler was still carrying the daad bodies of his Drhmims beothers slay in Gwe war, yel
beautiful nature through bossomed Tower bringing 4 message of lowe 1o i
‘Whessage” while paying tribules Io the Brthers lost thisie lives in the war ho oo
miortal rematnas with equanimiby:

Earth tpael keyp g fdl TEMAr T INT arms, my near

5ottt fomiorrone yow ol be reborm s fomoers
Tiecee Jomers anriling Juie r.'!,.' in de E.'."'Ir:.'l_i__‘l'ldd'
Nims roeneitd VoM TNET Mo Mo Y A

e R gone hrouegh oo deep o wriglet” (Hanh, 1995 5)

Hamh'= amother ankt Widr F'\-. wTH _r l;‘|'|'|'.'| H :'|'- |1|1I- |'|'|1|I',I..1I'I..'|| .Lrl r|l'|l| w Pl was l\-d‘ll"ii 5 = -

own experience of rescue operation during Aooding and war, He was hopeful foe
infants of the war victims will perhaps have a betier peaceful world. Hanh's img
observation of (he mother who wiss carrying her infanl baby and stasing the cans of
speaks the intensity of sulfering U
Tl [ poteh Musde Tands £ As geortle as hoeoerly silk
Chgistretched to tnfmrts f The crding sleps

4mdl Bl mrotlers eves / Shiring &b cames of amdld

Caloar ke proctours stomes” (Hanky, 1959, 15)
T aspeect of imparigality is ome of the features for the facial expressibon of Buddbs
anywhere in this wild. “The facial expressioms, postures, and atiributes ol the B
papocis shown in Buddhist art embody variows kinds of enlightened qualities - o

that are actually inirinsic o mind (Diamond way Buddhi=m: 3N5) Buddhs

therefore, carved (o inspire Fallowers wdth e vatious emotions expressang B
compassion and Metta. In one poem *Flesh end Skin, Bricks ond Tiles” Hanh recos
sipght of Buddha idol after a villape was bombed snd destroyed o Buddhist me
Surprisingly Buddha ol remained intact unaffected of explosion, Hanh was obses

the destroyed villagre, suffering war victims and the Buddha with equanimiby

Tiw Bomibers rg o S Benewdh a shill sum,
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wowlessness for humanity, These politically motivated wars of crude nationalism
~wing fatal W the cvilians made them homeless and befl with endless sufferings.
crocities, rapes, tortures and pain of being exile lormented the mind of war victims,

ormgs. crude realities sometimes vioknoe in particular and bollowness, yel his
1% olfer his dream world of Brakmumthars in every poem with optimism. He has sl
oo for the mew generation of an overlapped seed of loving-kindness in each one of us.

hing of Buddhs s & Jong trasdition of Buddhism expressing weill for love amd
wrassion for all living, heings. Side by side thise canonical chanting, poems of Thich

cirinal principles of fmperanamenoe, no-selfl and dependent onigination expladn an

In the dying light of moon ¢ Our andent land shirs again
The curved tomple roof/ [s bt eul, crumpled
Buat lovd Buddha sits, / His gualt wll smeared,
Smrilimg fneffably ot bricks amd stones” (Hanh, 1999, 42)

Conclusion
contemporary world s burning with passion and desire resulled inlo war and

+ Nhat Hanh's pooms in “Cail Me by My True Nomes” meditate upon these human
rings @nd his prayors for world poace, Though there are fermific images of

pesems in the anthology are dedicated to the war victims of te world, especially of
nam, Chanting of Buddha suttes like Karaniye Metts Sufte, Eviwmcnind Suita, ele as

i Hanh helps hundreds of war victims get peace and comfort. The Buddhist

riant portion of a Buddhist interprefation of the workd, the facl that everything s

eommweted and inseparable. Therefors, human sufferng has o cause and reason. Tha

L]

by the nations gemerates endless suffering o men, Hanh's poems subtly wiorkings ‘
Auddhist principles reveal his observation on the present world  situstion,
miapilera as the philosophy of non-violence is beautifully expressed in these poems, I
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Three Essential Principles of Buddhist Philosophy Anitya,
Annata and Nibbana and Cultural Transformation of
Dalit’s Life Recorded in Dalit Autobiographies

Sudesh B, Bhowate!

Accordis
Abstract: Since the ancient times Buddhism is one of the major Sl
religions philosophics responsibie for bringing about & massive everythi
socio-tultural change initially in the Indian sub-continent apd renalnis
later in sastern and western countries. [t influences the customs
and the traditions and sugmented the rationality and mater”,
mundernization of people of different race, class and creeds in transfon
different countries  throsghout the times. Iy humanistic
approach, keeping man at the centre of its philosophy for his composi
complete development and essentially cessation of sufferings element.
appealed the men from the different religions betiefs oo, The
scientific-rational approach of Buddhism lowards the problem of o living
an individual. no place to superstitions and espocially it and air,
philosophical Principles of Impermanence, Nom-soul and dissoluf
Nibbana within the life fone need not dic) were thought
provoking ideas brought about a massive debate amangst the {Ambed|
intelloctuals in the history - Convinced with the idess of welfare Seoond
through the practice of these principles resulted into adaptation
of Buddha Dhamma as a way of life by many communities, Frot ad
In our times Eastern and south Asian countries where Buddhism is called
hﬂll‘*fﬁ'ﬁ;ﬂuhﬁp&dhﬁlmm always «
cultural transtormation in the recent past could be seen through life”. (As
its litvrature and other documentations. Some biographies and '
nowels bhased on the life of Monks and Nuns in these countries Third, *
shed lights on such phase of transformation. Some biographical e
books on these monastics like, “Collected Teachings of Agahn to unde:
Chab”, “Mae Chet Kaew Her Journey 1o Spirital Awakening & changin,
Enlightrnment”, and “Ven. Acariya Mun Bhuridatta Thera A
Spirimal bography” gives process of transformation of local founder
commumnities into Buddhist commumities, In the similar line we becomes
could locate the ransformation of Pre-Aryan indigenous dalit
communities in India after their conversion to Buddhism by their Therefor
revolutionary leader Dr. Babasabeb BR Ambedkar in 195 therefon

Lssl Professor, Department of English, PW.S. Arts and Commeree College, Magpur University,
smdebbhorw atedigmail com




thromigh the autobiographies of some prominent dalis wriers

A.I'I!!fylt. Since dalit communities adopied Beddhism in the fecent past
, and transformed themselves as & progressive commmnity, it
on ”'r‘ important here 10 undenstand essential principles of Buddhis

Philosophy, especially Uis aspects undertaken by D, Ambedir
£s and the process of s influeneoe on the dedit communities

The Doctrine of Impermanence |Anifya)

cording o Buddha everything in this semsen s bound o change., Evervthing s
ndiioned o change or in a state of Oux “Changeableness is a characteristic of
ervihing that s conditioned. All conditioned things are constantly changing, not
maining static for two consecutive moments. Mind. in fact, changes pven faster than
matter”. (Narada 197% pdadjThe theory of impermanence has three aspecti: Dne
rslormation of matters from one form fo the other form is the impermanence of
nposie things. Matter combined to form a life afteér death retum fo the respective
nent. According to Buddhist Scholar Asaga, the founder of Vijnanvada “The body of
ving being consists of the combination of four great elements, viz., sarth, water, fire

! air, and when this combination is resolved into the four companent elements,
ssolution ensues. “This is what is called the impermanence of a composite entity.”
mbedkar 1997 p24) According to Buddha where there is life, death is inevitable
=cond, The moment once lived by us is passed, it cannot return again, A man grows
1 adoescent, childhood, teen. mature man, and old will never remain the same, This
called as impermanence of life. According o Dr. Ambedkar, A human being s
avs changing, always growing. He is not the same at two different moments of his

{Ambedlar 1997; p240)

il “Te realize that every living being will die sometime or other is a very sasy matter
anderstand. But it Is not guite so easy to understand how a human being can go on
nging-becoming-while he s alive™ (Ambedkar 1997; pp240-241) According to the
mder of Madhyamika MNagarjuna, “it 5 on account of sunnyata that everything
comes possible; without it nothing in the world would be possible.” [Sogen 2009: pl14)
erefore. Buddhist accepls that life that is constantly changing so also the universe,

wiore, death is inevitable

b




Doctrine of Non-Soul or Without Soul {Anatta)
The doctrine of soullessness is the root ol Buddhism, In Buddhism there is no place ko
the soul as claimed in Hinduism, Buddha's theory of non-soul s the part of his theary of
samarupa, Namarupa is the collective name of sentient being; it is composed of physical
and mental elements. Four elements as sarth, water, fire and air constyiube the body
Consclousness is result of the combination of these four elements. D, Ambedkar gave
analogy to the rise of consciousness on the basts of science, “there is an electric field ard
wherever there is an electric field it is always accompanied by a magnetic field. No one
knows how the magnetic field is created or how it arises. But it always exists along with
the electric fisld” (Ambedkar 1997: p263) He relates development of consciousness with
e induced field. Buddha creates a question in relation to the soull, since all the funchon
assigned to the soul are performed by consciousmess, a soul without any henction is an

absurdity, So he disapproved the existence of soul.

Mibbana: the Enlightenment
Nibbana s a Pali word. Etymologically it means departure from craving. In the Fire
Sermon Buddha says, “The whole world is in llames. By what fire it is kindled? By what
fire of lust, hatred, and delusion; by the fire of birth, old agr, death, sorrow, lamentation,
pain, grief, and despair it i kindled” (Marada 1988: p492) He maintains that thie
extinction of these fires is Nibbana. Unlike salvation or Moksha of Hinduism, Buddha
used altogether other term ie. Nibbana, One can seek Mokhsa after death, but Buddha
assures his follower Nibbana within present life only. Therefore, in Buddhist practices,
achigving Nibbana Le. enlightenment is the highest goal of any Buddhist Acconding o
Buddha as he mentioned in his very first discourse at Samath that attainment of the
noble eightfold path means Nibbana. According to Prof. Yamakami Sogen, “the
realization universal impermanence and non-soul lead to the eradication of manifold
cavses of samsara, swch as illusion, evil, passion, etc, while a correct understanding of
the third principle helps in laying the foundation of the fabric of true enlightenment and
supreme bliss™ . (Sogen 2009 pd5) Explaiming Buddha's ideas on Nibbana, his chief

jiscinle Saripukta explained it as

Rretleren, kotonr you it geeed 8 pile, mid wile is resesctimen ! “Tor shul bhis greed
bas meaenimaent e is Uhe Middle Way nliioy groes Bs apes i see i mnghes

sdime s on fo peace, imsight, etlipidenmend anid MNibbama, “1Whet &5 ths
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Middle Way? It & not but the Noble Eight-fold Path of right outlook, right atms,

right speech, right action, right means of fiveliiood, right effot, right mindfulness

and might comoen tration; fis, Almsmen s the Middle Wiy, (Ambedkar1997: pi65)
For Dr. Ambedkar, "Mibbana means enough control over passion so as io enable ane to
walk on the path of righteousness. It was not intended to mean, anything more. That
Nibbana is another name for righteous life is made dear by the Buddha himsslf to
Radha”. {Ambedkar 1997: p23T)According to Buddha anybody can attain Nibbana in
this fife, certainly women too. During his life he gave highest value to equality. He didn’t
discriminate betweesn classes and men and women.

The Noble Eightfold Path

The Noble Eightfold Path is one of the Four NMoble Truths discovered by Buddha 1t is
also treated as the path to end the sufferings and attainment of Nibbana. Walpola Rahula
said of the eightfold path, “practically the whole teaching of the Buddha, to which he
devoted himself during 45 years, deals in some way or other with this path.” (('Brien
1N5)The discourse on Moble Eightfold Path is considered as the “turning of the
Dhamma wheel” In his Book Buddha or Kar Marx, Dr. Ambedkar commented thai the
aim of the Noble Eightfold Path was to establish the kingdom of righteousness and
thereby 0 bamish sorrow and unhappiness from the face of the world. The nobie
eightiodd path is often classified into three broad areas ar paths iLe. Panna {wisdom), Sila
[Moral Conduct) and Samadhi {Mental Discipline).

Revival of Buddhism by Dr. Babasaheb B. B. Ambediar
Conversion into the faith of Buddhism in 1956 was not merely an event, but it was the
movement initiated by Dr. Ambedkar himself along with Dalits of this nason snce
1520s. It was also mot just a religious movement, bul it was the movement of
smancipation of marginalited communities for their self-dignity and all round
Jevelopment of the oncoming pgererations, Close observation to Dr. Ambedisr's
personal life reveals that his entire mission of life was passing through the different
phases towards o gradually cleared goal ie. to bring about & Prabuddhe Bharst
(Enlightened India) into reality, It was his Utopia, the safe and prosperows future of his
people could be possible through Buddhism only, A, K Marain in his article maintained,
what Ambedkar wanted was a cessation of suffering liberation from the social




ppression and humiliation. Like Siddhartha Gotama Buddha his precccupation was
with the problem of human suffering and conflict and he found his objective of social
change for purpose of cessation of suffering and freedom from the oppression through
Buddhism as & way of life”(Narin 1994:p78) During his university education in
America and England, he researched the rool cause of depression of Dalit communities.
Through the example of European communities which ransformed into a moden
society from the graded communities, e got what equality and equal opportunities
could bring about a change. Dr. BR Ambedkar revived Buddhism by converting
himself first along with five millions of his Dalit followers in Nagpur on 14th October
195. Modern Dalit litesary outcome has been significantly seen after event In the
democratic air of the independent India the followers of Buddhism from the Dalit
communities has significantly increased within the first decade of the great comversion.

Transformation of Dalit Community in the Air of Buddhism

Gall Omvedt called conversion as the begimning of renaissance of Buddhism in the
country. It brought massive change in the outlook and behaviour of Dalit communities.
Within first decade of conversion a number of Buddhists demographically roused to &
high number. It was the time beginning of self-pride of calling oneself Buddhist, a new
life. The major development of this renaissance was the development in the cultural
wing. The development of literature of protest scourred through the right to express. The
new renaissance in fact brought about paychological development, psyche of inferiority
as Dalit untouchable was replaced with the superiority as Buddhist Commenting upon
the conversion of Dalits into Buddhism as mamdeo Dhasal says

~Compersion to Buddhism freed the Scheduled castes from mental and psychologicn
enslivenent. Religion has an abtraction for fhe commion man and it woas mol easy o
clumge his attitude towards it The Buddbists he liberated thenselves from ol
ideas of Karma and destiny and from worslip of Hinlit Godds. To some extent thss
facatiteled their adophing rational wtlitudes o their conditions in society, the chamce
of their activity striving o chisige their conditions for betler” (Sharma 2006: p. 68)

 Ambedkar's Dalit movements prepare the grounds for Dalit Literature and on
version plays a turning peint for it The radical Buddha presented by Dr. Ambedkar
wesif refiects the Ambadkarism. Buddhism adopted by Dalit creative writers is the same
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presented by Dr. Ambedkar, because Buddhism was introduced to them by Dr.
Ambediar,

Dalit Avtobiography brought a world of hunger, poverty, nsult oppression. injustice
and struggle of Dalits fo survive on the Hterary canvas. The autobiography runs infe o
different sets of the paradigm. The first paradigm is “from being to becoming” and the
other “pre Conversion Dalit Community™ and "the post Conversion Trensformed
Community”. In both the paradigm the common thread is Suddhism and Dr
Ambediar's influence on Dalit lives. These autobiographies coversd Bfe of Dabss who
were crushed under the typical Indian social herarchy, Thus they acied 25 3 sirror of
the entire Dalit community and revealed o the world the uniold, crreserved and
undisclosed life of the Dalits. Buddhist Philesophy through Dr. Ambediar m S e of
Dralits brought a sea change. It is a graphical representation of a historical or an
anthropological change in the socio-cultural life of Dalits. "It is in these autoblographies
that we come across the authenticitics of experience, rather, lived experiences which
form the bedrock of Dallt literature coming to us in different forms, like postry, fcoton
and others”™. (Singh 2013 pl4)it not only records a change from a Hindu Dalt
community to a Buddhist Community, but also gave a graph of up gradation in the
standards of a Dalit's life. Some Dalit autobiographies prominently record these changes

very prominently.

Rejection of God, Soul {Anatta) and Acceptance of Rationality

Dialit Converted to Buddhism along with Dr. Ambedkar and ook the Twenty Two Vows
based on the reection of their previous illogical beliefs which were responsible for their
slavery. After Conversion, Dalit Community was fransformed into Buddhist Cuolture
therefore, refection of old faith was prominently seen in the Dalit Narratives. Shantabai
Kamble narrates the change occurred in the village, “ After the Dharmantar {conversion
of religion, refers to the Dhamma Diksha, conversion to Buddhism of Dr, Ambedkar and
hirs followers) the fairs are mentioned as an event to see rather than ritually participate”
[Rege 2006 pl161) She herself developed rationafity therefore, even as a school going girl
she did not enter the iemples,

Dr. Jatava in his autobiography “The Silent Soldier” narrates the base of his post-
Doctoral Research which was based on the Social Philosophy of Buddha which rejects
thie Hindu beliefs. “The DiLitt thesis was in fact, an elaboration of the ideclogy of




Ambediar Movement Dy, Ambedkar had taught us that neither fate, nor god, of 8
could save the downtrodden of India. For such ideas did not support man's freedom
change in the present situation, they dictate man to do his duties as prescribed =
vamashram dharma and to walt fo be bom in the next birth in a family according .
karma presently done” (Jatava 1998 paT)

Dr. Ambedkar's influence brought a Revolution in the thought process of the youths
Magpur who automatically left their ald beliofs and followed raionality. Vasant Moon =
his autobiography “Growing Untouchables of India” maintained: “The youth
Ambedkar's call in the fanata weekly. There it was written “the Hindus gods wene o
brought for us; don't do their puja. Their festivals are not curs; don't observe theey' 8
wias possible for the older generation to forsake the entire Hindu culture one by one. Nee
only this, the vouth were conscious that if such an attempt were made all the wrest

would be against them.“(Moon 2002 p43) Wamanrao Godbole, a hard-cons
Ambedkarite would inspire Dalit youth in Nagpur with his speeches: “We should net
travel on the paths of other. We only want to reform our community, ous
nelghbourhood. Befiore we adopt another religion, we have to wipe out culture of

religion.” (Moon 2002 péd)

With the wave of Rationalism under the influence of Dy, Ambedkar, Dalits showed least
interest and trust in superstitions and on the existence of spirits or ghosts. Moon writes
“at nights | couldn't sleep until three or four in the morning. | kept my eyes half opensd |
just so much as a tall tree lets in spots of light through its shadows. However, no such
things as a ghost appeared to me. Attababa, Spearman used to roam throught the night
in burial grounds. He would say 1 have been wandering for so many years in the
cemetery. | have not seen any ghosts, Ghosts are not outside of us, they are in oof
minds” {Moon 2002 p117)

Dr. Narendra Jadhav's father Damu under the influence of Dr. Ambediar adopied
rationality who condemned superstition and sorcery. But once in his absence Jadhav's
mother Sonu called a witch doctor taking her mother- in- law into confidence to cure her
sick son Sudha. But Damu appeared suddenly in home and became infuriated with the
presence of such tricky men, he slapped him instantly.

I the memory of Urmila Pawar when she was a young girl she saw the Changes
wrarring in the Dalit Community after the Conversion Ceremony, The people became
end stopped  believing in  superstitions. “All such things-ghosts. and
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supernatural experiences-stopped abruptly after the conversion cesemony ok e
Pawar 20% plld) After Nagpur's Conversion Ceremony on the sppeai of Dm
< mbedkar, the Neo-Buddhists organized local programmes of Conversion sy
}muuﬂtpmgmmmnrguﬁmdhﬂﬂnghtnﬂmwhmpimm
carticipated along with her tamily. People immediately adhered upon the insacsess
g:wnmﬂwm“dﬂkmwumghﬂudﬂihm.ﬂﬂﬂﬁmﬂlﬂuhﬂgudﬁuﬂpﬁhﬂ
vas the first work the entire Dalit Community did after that programme:

Falit writers through their autobiographies narrated the changes that occurred with Dr.
s mbedkar's call for Conversion. Dalit Communities started adopting rational way of life
:-.-mhmmpnfmwmwnmﬂnmfmny
Falits drowned their idels of gods. The Twenty Two Vows given by Dr. Ambedkar
irespired them to discard all old beliefs and rituals which were responsible for their

untouchability and marginality.

The Universal Law of Impermanence and Experiences of Dalit Writers:
According to Buddhism nothing is permanent in the world. Every element in this world
either be created nor destroyed. The change of form and change in the life of Hving is
inevitable. Dalit writers also depict the change in life with the advancement of life, old
sge and diseases. These natural changes ocour in human being help develop the Wisdom

of writers and well as Community.

Dr. Jatava narrates the incidence of his father's death which made him courageous.
“When | was at the far end of my cleventh year, my [ather was suddenly taken away
from among us. He was still in robust health, when a choked throat painlessly ended his
carthly abode and loft us all deeply bereaved”, (jatava 1999: p3) He narrates the
incidence from his school where he saw dying animals and human skeleton in school
|sboratory that help developed his Wisdom. “We saw mother growing old and the sister
attaining youth. But none of us felt defeated; rather we all st in towards the days of the

light, pmnpﬂulﬂihappl:nu&." (Jatava 1999 p13)

Daya Pawar wrote Baluta, he also witnessed the deterioration of his father's health and
finally death. The writer already had knowledge about his father's il habits of drinking
and womanising therefore, he had developed a sense of hatred for him. His father's




deterioration brought Wisdom ko the wriker which helped realising the ultimate T

Wuman life.

Sharankumar Limbale's “The Oulcaste” is a very bold autobiography in case §
revealation as a young man Carrying dead animals, skinning it and then take
some meat to eat was a routine work for Dalits. Being a school going boy, Sharan
Limbale developed a habit of contemplating over the dead animals, This was the
why he developed aversion for dead animals, He understood the very nature of &
which is tending to decay Le. impermanence. “The skeleton of a dead animal lay rok
for many days Ribs, the jaw, eye-sockets, homs, teeth, legs, everything looked =
grussome. In school we were ance shown & human skeleton which looked far mess
horrifying. ” (Limbale 2005: p13)

in Buddhism it is belioved that the four elements of body get mixed with the fo
clements of the earth. The writer is revealing the same elements and it merging
parth. These incidences of death and diseases by the writer suggest that the
accepted the ides of annicca from Buddha. The realisation of Impermanence comes
Vasant Moon with the demise of Dr. Ambedkar and while sanding near the blazing -
funeral pyre of Dr. Ambedkar in Dadar, Mumbai

Dalit writers through these references have shown thelr understanding and
realisation about the nature of human life. Their observation to the death of lving
being and then decay of the corps developed their knowledge and wisdom, Their
ullimate lesson is that the every living being is reached its death someday . This not
only helps correcting once Kamma but also help in generating merits for healthy
life and happiness.

Nilsbana (Enlightenment) and new Understanding
sjibibana is the ultimate aim of a Buddhist to achieve in one’s life. To free from all desires
and practice of the Noble Eightfold Path is essential for the Nibbana. It is the awakening
of Bodhi mind and bliss of liberty, In case of Dalit writers they were siriving to be
liberated fram the clubches of the unjust society. Therefore, restoration of human values
by organising a movement Initiated by Dr. Ambedkar waa the primary task the Dalit
writers undertook. On one hand Dhalit writers were following the Buddhism tanght by
D Ambedkar ie to generate merits and on the other hand they were burdened with the

cssk b liberate their community from the unjustified social struchures. Therefone,

— ariormation of this liberate community into Buddhism in the view of Dr. Ambedkar
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was the goal of Dalit writers. Dalit writers through their autobiographies had shows
their departure from worldly desires and cravings. Following the virtuous path &5 the
pruﬂceufﬂuddhum,mﬂtwﬂmhmwhgiywmkmwmglygmauudmﬂ&umgh
thi Moral Code of Conduct and accepting utter Humanism,

Diaya Pawar was grown up in the Nagpada of Mumbai which was adjacent to the red
light district of Kamathipura and Gaolpitha. The environment of his neighbourhood was
obwiously not healthy, full of corruption, cheating. and prostitution was at every step.
Welter remains untouched of all these demerits through Education and guarding of his
mother from these ills. He always found his father who was a drunkard as well as
womaniser in the wrong company. He develops sversion towards all these ill habits.
Pawar was always contemplating for the Liberty of his Community from all these il
habits which were deep rooted in his community as blur.

Sharankumar Limbale being the Akkarmashi suffered a lot as he had no identity at all
since everyone within and cutside of his caste treated him as impure, 5o he hated all
people who wese responsible for his condition. Later when one of his sister's Magi
started seeing one Nandu Patil, he felt a sense of anger as she oo would give birth to
iTlicit children as their mother did. He shouted at his sister and beat her and tried to
dissuade her from such illicit relationship. Another incidence is noteworthy here. Une
upper caste girl named Shobhi used to abuse Sharan and his friends in the name of their
low status. Once, Parshya and Sharan decided to avenge the insult she did by counter
mu]ﬂnghn.(hnuln;hﬂ':]lIhmﬂq-anphfmwnyMnm.Eimammu:h
of untouchables polluted the upper caste people, Parshya held her hand to maks her feel
presulted and polluted and a thought to deflower her occurred to them. But some virtue
dissuades them from committing that sin. Here Sharan shows Maturity and Control
over his Desires.

Through their autobiographdes, Dr. D. R, Jatava, Vasant Moon, Sharankumar Limbale or
Urmils Pawar have shown their materlal or carnal desires knowingly o umknwingly.
These writers personally along with their families came under direct influence of Dr
Ambedkar's Movements. Therefore, Buddhist Values were inculcated in their family
Culture and self, As a result of their family background and neighbourhood that was
somewhat unhealthy, Daya Pawar and Sharankumar Limbale subsequently withdraw
from material desires shown in their character and earned Character personally through
Education and later coming in contact with Dr. Ambedkar's works. Aspects of escape




érom all kinds of desire, developing wisdom and earning merits by all these writers
indicative of their path of enlightenment (Nibbana).

These autobiographies significantly present the growth of morality (Sila) and code o
conduct in dalit communities especially after the comverston. Growth of Bucdiss
monasteries and increased number of Buddhist monks from amongst the followers
Dr. Ambedikar beought sbout a massive changs in the moral code of conduct of G
soclety, give rise to an intellectual and enlightersed dalits. Education and academse
growth helps in development of essential wisdom expected in Buddhism. It helps &8
growth of cooperation and harmony with the other upper caste communities fowaFES
the building of secular environment in the country, These transformed copumunities &
taking cccupations of dignity and leaving the trade identical to their castes. hMost of them
are eyeing for the administrative and corporate jobs. Attendance in the Buddhis
monasteries increased due to awareness towards Buddhism with the forging of the
identity for the observance days, helps in developing interest in the meditatonal
practices. Therefore, after conversion into Buddhism observation of three major elements
of Noble Eightfold path indicative of Way to Mibbana & significantly seen in neg=
Buddhist communities in the country.

Conclusion

fuddha’s Law of Impermanence and Theory of Non-soul made the Buddhism rational
and scientific. These theories brought into practice by Buddha in such a time when
concepts like superstition, black magic, existence of spirits, ghosts and evils, life after
death, salvation after death and heaven and hell were prevailed in the country. Buddha's
teachings came as the outcome of Samana culture of the contemporary renunciants whe
were challenging the claim of religious belief of God's control over the life and death,
The ill practices by orthodox religious beliefs were used for the exploitation of poor and
ignorant people. The sufferings of these helpless men were increased with the practice of
these irrational theories; therefore, Buddha had to deal these issues in a convincing
manner and methods. Buddha gave his philosophical ideas in a lucid and easy language
so anyone may practice the values unafraid of his gati after the death. Ambedkarite
Buddhism radically rejects the possibility of life after death. Buddha gave the Noble
Eightfold Path fo lead a virtuous life and earn merits to reach Nibbana.

Dr. Babasaheb B.R. Ambedkar is a revolutionary man of our time, we know him for his

baeh academic achievements, but more for his Hreless works for social reformation and
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sringing back a rational Buddha, a redical one for emancipation of dalits in Indian social
mp.m.mmfimvmahhmpkmm“hfmyrgulh
JMMM&MHM.MM%HWH&.W
was for the liberation from the mental slavery, cessation of their sufferings originated
originally from casteism and for seeking equality. Buddhism as expected by Dr.
Ambedkar brought a massive socio-cultural change for dalifs especially in the field of
srts and literature. Dalil autobiographies recorded the graph of dalit’s development from
mwmmwmmmﬁwﬂﬂmnmlﬂlh
cmummhﬁupmpudwﬂuddﬂnﬂnmmﬂyhﬂtpmﬂﬂmﬂ!mhﬂ
fuddhist Monasteries is immense in developing people's interest in meditational
prlrﬁcuhupmtnfﬁlmﬂﬂﬁvmhﬂwﬁnﬂeﬁig}ﬂfnﬂhh The individual
Expuumh'hwﬂbnnﬂmﬂidﬂﬁ:mmmhrgiw#lpthmd
ransformed their lives through practices of Buddhist principles and precepts. Especially
-mm:dpirdplzﬁnilyurdmhdpdﬁmpupdﬂnmﬂﬂcwm
viston of Buddhism which further lead them follow the Noble Eightfold path indicative
of walking towards enlightenment the ultimate Nibbana.
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Song of Revolt in Therigatha:
Rejection of ‘Controlled Sexuality’
and ‘Caste Superiority’
Sudesh Bhowate

The history of women in India is a trajectory of their lost liberty
from a matrilineal liberal individual to the subjugated woman undes
patriaschy through male domination. Caste domination and
patriarchy, the tools developed to control her sexuality to preserve
the purty of the groups of kin, later developed into water tight
compartments of class/caste Women were viewed as the central
object to develop caste politics in the history, Buddhist Theris {nuns)
were perhaps the first women poets in the world. They not only
vocalized their agonies and sufferings of subjugation as being
women, but also revolted against the patriarchy by entering
Buddha's Sangha to forge their identity. Buddha seems to be a
Buiding lght to them who himself rejected the unequal social order
of the time and the illogical religious beliefs. His equal treatment of
womiin and granting them opportunities 1o build an identity as a
‘learned’ equal, on par with their male counterpart, attracted the
women towirds Boddhism. Therjparhes, the poems by these nons,
document the life narmatives of the contemporary Bhikkhunis
(Buddhist nuns) who reached enlightenment. In the siories of these
oppressed women, among the many themes, we can see a revolt
agamst the control of women's sexuality and against caste politics
aided by patriarchy. This rescarch paper is an attempt o investigate
and trace the hisoncal development of women's subjugation
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through the Therigatha and its context and to understand the revoli
of Buddhist Muns through their narrarives.

The subordination of women in Indian society has a close
relation with the caste system and graded social structure which is
Justified by Hindu religious scriptures and its practices. The process
of degradation of women from the Vedic penod is well explained
by Gail Omvedr:

Vedic society was o male dominated one, ke most nomadic
pastoral socicties. However, ‘patnarchy”’ as such began only with
the nse of the state and the beginning of class based exploftation
and this happened most clearty in India around the middle of the
first millennium BC. Women are associsted with the household,
and as childbinth begins o weigh them down they became tied o
i, increasingly subordinated 1o the dominant patrarch in the
emerging household-based kin systern™ (Omvedt 2003; phil)

Caste as a unigque feature of Indian society makes the
distinction between high and low status of men determined by their
barth. According to G. 5. Ghure, castes were groups with a well-
developed life of their own, the membership of which, unlke thai
of voluntary association and of class, was determined not by
selection but by birth. (Ghure 2014: p2) Uma Chakravartywritesthat
religious scriptures are responsible for the origin of caste: “the caste
system compnises a series of hereditary groups or jatis characterized
by hierarchy or gradations according to ritual status, The basis of
inequality underlying the caste system in India is apphication of
evaluative-value hased-standards in placing particular castes as high
or low. These standards are rooted in Dharmashashtras, the religio-
legal texts of the Hindus”. (Chakravarty 2006 p10) In his article
‘Caste in India’ Dr. B. B. Ambedkar gives the reason for the
development of caste in the country as: “Prohibition or rather the
absence of intermarriage-endogamy, to be concise is the only ong
that can be called the essence of caste when rightly understood ™
(Moo, 1979: B) Also in the essay he claimed that for Creating
superiority on all the other communities, Brahmins created the
caste. From the analysis of caste he comes to the conclusion that to
create and perpetuate endogamy was the same as perpetuation of

¥ C
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caste, He gives the analogy of surplus men and women and their
place, when they become widower and widow To mamtain the
gender equilibrium within the caste, different means were used, like
celibacy, sanvisa or child marmage and burning the widow on the
funeral pyre of her hushand (sati). This (sat)) was forbidden
mitially to Brahmana wives and there are few cases of any
references to lower caste women doing so, Possibly in many cases it
wits an assertion of higher caste starus conveniently requiring only
the women to burn' (Thapar 2014: p2 7). The tradition of ‘sati’ was
taken from the vedic sources where widow would lie on the funersl
pyre of her husband and later would marry the brother of her
husband and remain as the property of the family. Sat was more
predominant among the higher castes whereas Nivoga (controlled
sexual relations of the widow with others) was popular amongst
Eﬂ.ﬂnﬂﬂﬂpﬂﬁﬂhnﬂ.ﬂﬁ!ﬁ#nﬁ*ﬁnrﬂfﬂ&_ﬂgﬁzﬁi
created for maintaining purity and later it percolated down to all the
other lower classes

If caste is one side of the coin, patriarchy the other side of the
same within Indian cubure. Patriarchy 5 one of the ‘means’ of
regulating the caste system: by controlling the sexuality of women
and mamtaining endogamy the caste divisions are ensured.
According to the ancient patriarchal culture followed cven today
women are supposed to follow the rules of Dbarmashashons: the
ideal wife should be devoted to her husband and the bousehold. An
ideal wifi should be loyal 10 her husband, steadfast and chaste
“This meant that the ideal of a wife was the one dancing ar the will
and command of the hushand". (Gupta, 1982: 59), Women are
controlled by men as advised in the Mememerns ‘a woman 15 under
the surveillance of her father when unmarried, of her hushand
when marned and finally of her son when widowed.” (Thapar,
2004: 269). Here a crucial question is answered by Romila Thapar
as o why the patriarchal control over women's sexuality i vital to
ensure caste purity, “where identity 15 determined by birth and is
crucial as in caste, it &5 essential 1o know the parentage. In order to
maintain the rules of the caste it is essential to keep woman under
control. This is obvious because ultimately only 2 woman knows
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the biological father of her child. Caste and patriirchy ane therefore
mseparable”, (Thapar, 2014; 270). Honour killings and Iynching for
“Love Jehad” are the modern avataras of the earliest brotalities
-ﬁ&ﬁﬁ:ﬁaaqgﬂﬁ:ﬂﬂ.qﬁﬂniﬁ&n?_%
mindset matherhood was glonfied and monitored through rituals
Feminist historian Uma Chakravarty states, “motherhood itself was
idealized and ntualized, and numerous rituals were prescribed,
starting with marrage, going on (o conception, and then to birth of
the ‘son’ 10 ensure safe defivery of the male child." (Chakravarty,
2006: 69). Glorification of mother is mentioned in Manusmriti,
saying that women were created for the purpose of childbirth and
gﬁi?i.?ﬁﬂggﬁiﬂgﬁ
several castes of Orissa and Maharashtra concludes that the
message of these nituals is clear, the girl has become & sexual being
Eﬁwﬂfwﬁqﬂuﬂﬁgﬁnuwﬂghﬂngﬁr-uﬁﬂﬁn
need for protection and vigilance Lecla Dube farther maintains
“Restrained and controlled sexuality is a pre-requisite for socially
sanction motherhood, The puberty ceremony infiorms the people
:&Eh&nﬁ?ﬁuuui__ﬁruﬁﬁﬁnﬁrﬁﬂ&ﬂaﬂnﬁ
and her marnage is open to negotiation. The mechanisms which set
limits and restraints also sacralize and sanctify sexuality” (Dube,
2006: 13) It has been observed that the tight control over female
ﬂnf:ifﬁﬂﬂﬂ&:ﬁdﬁ:ﬁ_ﬂhﬂinﬁﬂwﬁﬁﬂau
Emgwwgﬂﬁin??&qaiﬂ:miﬂﬂuﬁ-
pubertial marnages in upper caste girls were conducted to own the
unpolluted womb of the wife as the sexual property of the hushand
before she began 1o menstruate, immediately after which the
E«EEEEE&EEE::&EEHE:EE?EHI&H_.

To maintain the caste parity, endogamy was (is) stricily
followed in the Indian Hindu culture whese marriages play a crucial
igaﬁamﬂgiﬁnénggmﬁgﬁ

woman, Contrary to the women, men are kept free from these
restrictions and promiscuity encouraged. To ensure “caste as an
enclosed class™ marriages are glorified where wives are tied to their
husbands for seven lives, whereas divoree is Jooked diown upon due
to a fear of caste disintegration in society, Gender bias in the Indian
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society is developed especially to protect the close class of caste and
patriarchy appears to be deeply intertwined with caste to control the
female sexuality through ensured endogamy,

gﬁ%ﬂﬂ&%?ﬂn:n:ﬁ&.&:w?&ﬂ?
Buddhist society, the nse of Buddhism developed hope for an
alternate society based on liberty, equality, fraternity and justice.
ﬂn:ﬁn:ﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬁhﬁ:ﬂn&:ﬁgﬁﬂnﬂnﬂﬂnﬂ?ﬁ
of Nibbana (enlightenment). Buddha's teachings were not based on
Eﬂﬁ:aﬂﬁﬁipﬁﬂﬁiﬂil&ﬁ:i?ﬁ:i#ﬂh
human life, their sorrows and sufferings of all strata of men.
Buddha's teachings were based on human values and man was at
the centre of his philosophy. He shows his utter disagreement with
the superionty of Brahmin and infenority of lower communities:
:Eigqagnﬂﬁﬁnﬁﬁhﬂggrnﬂﬁnmirﬂmﬂmw
deeds is one an outcaste, by deeds is one a Brahmin™ (Narada 1988
1K)

mﬂrmgﬁgﬂiiﬂunu?—#nﬁ&h?g
helped raising the starus of women by esmblishing the organiation
of auns, Bhikkhuni Sangha Initially he resisted to take them in the
sangha, buthe was convinced by his disciple, Ananda and his foster
mother Mahapmjapati Gotami by her determination 1o enter the
sangha. He accepted her in the sangha as the first Buddhiss Nun
Buddha's concern for the upliftment of women can be substantiared
&_Eéaiugiﬁﬁﬂagr.mﬂiﬂ
news of the birth of a daughter he was displeased, but Buddha
comforted him sith the words: “a women child, O lord of men,
may prove even a better offspring than a male” (Narada 1988: p
313) Buddha opened up a platform for women from all stram
society without any discrimination. “When Buddha admitted
D.EEE:EH:!.E!EFEEFWE&E and
kshatriyas came to remonstrate on  his conduct. Buddha
demonstrated to them the futility of caste distinctions by simple
reasoning.” (Marasu 2002: 70). Buddha's grear disciples were from
nmﬂﬂaéaﬁtﬁbﬂzﬁjﬁmuﬁﬂniﬂd}inﬂ:&
E_Sgﬁgnﬂqq-ﬁuﬂ_gﬂﬂﬂﬂwzﬂgﬁ
unuﬁﬁningﬂﬁnﬁgﬂﬂ.na:ﬁﬁg%
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“Buddhizy texis did not support sai and widows wene instead
offered the option t© beoome nuns if they so choose, Some of the
vitive inscriptions at Buddhist stupas record donations by widows"
(Thapar I014: 286) Nowhere in Buddhist texts can one [ind that
Buddha dizcriminated between his disciples. Therefore, in such a
liberal environement, it was possible for the Theris o be bold and
expresswe while narrating their feelings without any hesitations.

Thengatha i3 one of the important volumes of Tripitaka of
Buddhism that comes under Khuddak Mikay (Minor Collection).
Since these Thenis (Muns) were contemporary 1o Buddha, their self-
parratives are included in the Pali canon of Tripitaka along with
Buddha's teachings. The importance of this book 15 immense in the
context of history since this 15 the firg book to be based upon
women narratives. [t i3 no exaggertion to call it the frst clanon call
of women's liberation and rebellion against patriarchy. Referrng to
it, Uma Chakravarty says that the search for identity outside the
domesticity, in case of woamen, goes back to sixth century BC
Seventy  threeThens who  attamed  supreme  enlightenmient
{Arhathood) wroie some 522 ‘gathas’ their story from “being” o
"becoming”'. Chakravarty writes, "in these poems women spoke of
their joy at leaving behind the drodgery of the kitchen, and the
brutalitics of husband. They also spoke of the space they found lor
themselves as they entered the sangha and practced  sclf-
awareness.” (Chakravary 2006 95} Leammg from Buddha o
pnderstand their sufferings and find the way to overcome it by
practicing the Noble Eightfold Path, they realized the change from
their past life of patriarchal domination to the present life of *muko”
i.e. liberation from all desires and deeds. Charles Hallisay, English
transtator of Therpmtha, found these poems w be the central
Buddhist teachings on ‘annieca’ Le impermanence.  Professor
Vimalakirti maintains, "Thens appeared in this Theripathe comes
from the different strata of contemporary socicty, therefore, each
has different kind of sufferings. They are all suffered and oppressed
by social system; hence their sufferings are due to the social systems
onky.” (Vimalakirti, 2001; 19) The Theriz overcame their sufferings
and found the optimism in the new life as Bhikkhuni. Here they
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were free to gain knowledge and free from the dark tradibons of
culture that onginated from Vedas. In appreciations o0 Therigatha
Rhys Davids the great scholar of Pali Tripitaka and founder of Pali
Text Society, Londdon says,

a pood many of these yerses are oot only beautiful in form
alio gives evidenoe of a wery high degree of mental sell~culnre
which played so great a pan in the Buddhist ideal of dwe periiec
ife Many of the women who joined the onder bhecame
distinguished for high intellecrual shatnments as well as for
maral camestness. Some women of acknowledged cobture are

represenied ot ofily a8 being the teacher of men and as
expounding the deeper and subtler prnts of Dharma, but abo s
having amained the great peace which & the final resuli of
inteflecrual illumdnation and morl camestness, {qtd in Marmsu,
2002 91)

The Theri Sumangalamats was born in a very poor family and
married to an umbrella maker who did not give her respect and
treated her badly. To support her family she had to beat the paddy
for rce hod meager dirty clothes o wear amd her husband
congidered her to be mere object. So 1o be free from these sufferings
sie joined Buddha Sangha and attained enlightenment. She
expresses her supreme bliss as

Denr one who is guite freed, dear one who 18 quite freed,
I ey am well-freed from pestle;
My shameless meshand, even the sunshade be worked under

And my pot that stinks like a water snake all disgost (Hallsay
2015 p21)

Their Adhkashi belonged o a nich familv. But she was not
contend with the family afffurs in her parents’ home which she
found devioid of culture. She left her home one day and ended up in
prostitution. Here she realized her value as @ human being which
was broken imto pieces by her lusty costomers. Therefore, she
renounced this life and joined the Buddhist Sangha which
transformed her Then Adhkashi’s entry into the Sangha was a
rejection of the social norms which exploited her through
prostitstion.
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There is a reason why | was called "HalFkashi"

As much as the country of kasha was worth

My price was just the same While that was onoe my value
Adter oo many customers/ My worth was cut by half

By then I had enoaghy OF what my body brouwght

And weaned | named away (Hallisay 2015: p 23)

Theri Anupama was beautiful girl as her name indicates. She
became a nun to escape the humiliation of being examined as an
object in the marriage market and “bought” in marrage for gold.

I was born in o good family with great wealth and many

posseisiong

Crood locking, | was Megha's very own danghier

I lived up to my name which means “without compane”

I wis sought after by princes, coveted by sons of millionaires

Until one sent my father a message: give me Anopama.

1 will gave eight times what your daughter Anopama

weighs in gold and silver as bride price” (Hallisay 2015: p 83)

The narration by Then Isidasi is terrible and pathetic. Though
from a wealthy family and married into another, she was constantly
exploited in her in-laws house and finally driven out. Her father
armnged a second marnage but it ended in a similar manner. Later
her father married her to a renunciant and brought him home but
her hushand abandoned her 1o go back his sanyasa. In her story of
past lives, she narrates the pathetic story of one who was repeatedly
exploited, as cvery hushand wanted to postess her but did not
respect her as a person. The closing lines of her narration are
indicative of how a women's sexuality was controlled by patrarchy
"His son Gindasa noticed that 1 had reached puberty/In my
sixteenth year and he claimed me as his own™ (Hallisay 2015: p
209)

Abhaymata'’s real name was Padmavati, she was the prostitute
(Ganika) of Upain who gave binth 1o the son of King Bimbisara of
Magadh, named Abhaya, who became a Buddhist monk and later
gave discourses w0 his own mother, Inspired by his discourses,

.
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Abhayamata left her profession as an object of entertainment. and
became & nun

Then Punna was born as a servant in the house of Buddha's
devotee Anathpindika. When she converted a Brabmana into
Buddha’s faith, Anathapindika released her from bondage. She pot
enlightenment. As a tradition a Brahmana was taking a bath to
wash his sins in 4 river, Seeing this Punna advised him with the
wisdom she learned from Buddha:

Who it yovves i,

Like o Emowenothivg spealing fo o know-nothing,

That one is fioed o the feits of an evil gar

By wushing off i warter?

I i et frogs i tnarsie S VAT o 30 hewrwers

Ard m0 well] mater mivwitors and croondiles,

Anad arviteimg vhar fees in wiler

As wall iefler of shesp and ditler of pigs

Fisthermun and wnimal igypers

Thieves and frecitionery,

Everyons who habifumdly does enil?

Thoey wer frovd froum the frusis of thefr evil arts

If these rivers can fust carvy away the evil mlrady dome?

Bur dhrese rivers mijght corry away all the good dom foo,

Yiru'll be beicde yenrself adeut that,

Aven’t yois atfred of glar, Beeheraae,

Each time you go down it the river? (Hallisay 2015 p 12%)

This poem not only depicts Theri Punna’s wisdom but it also
unveils the rationalism of Buddhism versus superstitions led by
Brahmins of the tine

Enlightenment, i.e. Nibbana, considered as the ultimate goal
of any Buddhist, means departure from craving. It is the experience
of supreme bliss and peace of mind. In the Fire Sermon Buddha
says, “The whole world is in flames. By what fire it is kindled? By
what fire of lust, hatred, and delusion; by the fire of birth, old age,
death, sorrow, lamentation, pain, grief, and despair it is kindled”,
(MNarada 1988: 492) He maintains that the extinction of these fres is
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Nibbana. Through the teachings of Buddha and the practice of
Dhamma in the community of Sangha, Thens were able to forge
their identity as independent beings, away from male dominance
Sumangalamata achieved enlightenment by extinction of her anger
and cravings. She narrates her bhssful mind after enlightenment as:

Aa [ destroyed anger and the passion for sex
1 was reminded of the sound of bambeay betng split
1 go to the foot of a tree and thank, "Ah, happiness™
And from withan that happiness, | egin 1o medaiane
_“__H._.Enuu. HNns: P 21

Then Sona, who gave birth 1o ten sons and suffered the
humiliations of a patriarchic family system, waited a long to get
happiness in ber life. When her husband became monk, she had o
support the family by sacrificing her own happiness. Though she
wanted to remounce domestic life, being a woman, il was only
when, in the Manusmriti ideology, she became the responsibility of
her sons and daughters-in-law that she was made up her muind to
leave: them. Entering the Sangha was no eagy task for ber at such an
advanced age, and to achieve the desired goal of enlightenment. But
due to the conducive environment and support from the Bhikkhuni
Sangha she succeed in achieving Mibbana, the supreme bliss. She
writes, "1 cultivated a state of mind/That depends on pothing else
and cannol be measured/T become focused, collecteds/] am free,
and | will always be completely free” (Hallisay, 2015: 63).

Theri Uppalavanna is another example of a woman who
belonged to reputed family, and became Bhikkbum in her vouth
because this intelligent woman developed an aversion o household
lifi and was not ready to get married because hoge offers of bride
prce and threats of abdoction formed the enviromment of her
marnage. Her avergon for sexual [ife is present in the lines beborw
and in another poem where she narmates a story of a mother and
daughter who due to lust both mamed a young man who was a son
and brother to the women. When they discovered the reality of their
relations they were filled with remorse and each of them became a
Boddhist nun and the son as monk. Theri Uppalavanna writes!
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The pleaswres of sex are ke swords and stakes
The body, senses, and the mind

Just the chopmng block on which they cat
Wt you cull the delights of sexoal pleasures
Are no delights for me oo (Hallisay 2015 p 121)

The Buddha gave equal opportunity to both men and women,
irrespective of their social background or past moral condud 1o
become Bhikkus and Bhikkhunis; to forge their real identity and
reach supreme Nibbana. These Thens were grear disciples of
Buddha, known for their deep knowledge and understanding of
Buddha's teachings, and helped in the awakening of many other

WL

During the times of Buddha, Indian society was advancing
towards urbanieation and the Vedic culture steeped in its rituals and
tradittons. The women of the time were certainly under the
domination of patrisrchy that restricted them within the household
duties, whether it be the kitchen, childbirth or devotion towards
hushands and parents-in-law, Apart from paying bride price to
obtain a wife, omen were forcibly abducted for marrage and later
used as sex object. Those who resisted or when more than two or
more prospective grooms come forwand in competition, the girl had
to become & ganika, a kind of sophisticated prostitute for them.
Women of the time, due to Boddha's veachings, found a rav of the
hope to forge their identity and womanhood by entering the Sangha
as the men of the time were doing. The confidence showed in them
by Buddha for their potentialities 1o reach supreme knowledge and
Nibbana, was a boosting of morale to them. Not only did they
become influential nuns, but they also taught many men as their
disciples. They reached the height of popularity as their counterpart
in the feld of knowledge and helped other women embroiled in
domestic roles, In the following centuries, as Buddha had declared
that the influence of Buddhism will decrease after five hundred
years, we witness the degradation of the status of women within the
famuly. The symbolic sati tradition was in firce and women were
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more subject t0 the impurities and objectified with the role of
reproduction and household duties like slaves,

The Theris resisted an unjust, caste based, patrirchal sockal
arder. Though they were from different stratas of the society, they
Iived together and helped each other in anaining their Mibbana. The
Therigatha 18 2 historic document of women's liberation and a
milestone in the [Eminist movement, being the frst vocal
expressions of women m the wordd. By rejecting the 'Controlled
Female Sexuality’ these Thens showed that women's bodies need
novt be used as vehicles for caste reproduction as was conspired by
the Dhirmashastras. They also rejected many other forms of
patriarchal male domination and their self-narrative poems have a
relevance to Indian society even today,
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Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik: A Visionary Ambedkarite
Politician and Educationist

Dr. Sudesh Bhowate

Post Ambedkar dalit leadership is often
questioned for their contribution 10 the
development of society. It was such a time when
leaders were engaged in baking their cakes on
political hearth. There are a very few who were
consistently engaged in the social cause through
their conimibution in terms of socio-culural and

educational development. Dr. Ambedkar himself

found education as the key to all round
developmenmt of the community; therefore,
through his Bahishkrut Hitkarani Sabha he
established schools and hostel for the backward
communities in 1920s-30s and brought a massive
cducational awakening. Later he found People's
Education Society for Higher Educational
Development. But Afier Dr. Ambedkar focusing
on the educational development of the community
was never been the priority to the leaders,

From the begimning suppon from Nagpur
and Vidarbha put a great impetus to the Ambedkar
movement, Many meetings of scheduled caste
federations were held in Indora where Dr,
Ambedkar himsell had participated number of
times, Such an area like North Nagpur from where
a large number of supporter and activisis
participated in Ambedkar movement was later
remained ignored by post Ambedkar leadership,
Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik unlike other leaders
while doing his medical practice in Indora Nagpur
grieved with the pathetic conditions of people
with higher education. The begminning of PW.S.
College by him in Indora was & great revolution in
late 1960s. The institution not only fulfilled the
educational need of the people but also brought a
ray of hope to weaker section of society majority
of which were dalits, OBCs, Muslims and Tribal
for having a dreamy career through public and
private sector employment,

In the leadership of Dr. Madhukarrao
Wasnik teachers and employvee of the institution

mitiated many projects directly helping 85 =
and brought all round social awakening

later period Dr. Wasnik when he was enes
with his sctive role in Republican Party off
under the leadership of Barrister Ras
Khobragade and later when he joined congs
never had shifted his attention from
mstitution, Alse From the beginning Dr. Wi
concentrated on the youth from dalit commes
for ther skill bazed development because
were the future pillars of the community. B
Institute of Youth Welfare (ITY'W) is one of &
project where he initinted an organized vocates
training for the youth of the region, especially
girls. His contnibution in educational field coss
as another feather in the cap 'Indira Gandhi A2
and Commerce College', in rural area B
Kalmeshwar in 1984, During last 50 years thes
mstitutions under the leadership of Dr, Wasnik B
made a significant contribution in the highs
educational development of the backwan
communities of suburban and rural part &
Nagpur,

The life of Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik is full
of struggle and hardships. It is highly inspiring
the present gencration who might four
themselves be trapped between personal and
political career. Dr. Wasnik enjoys his loved
Medical Profession as well as his mvalvement in
Political sphere 1o continue the works of Dr
Ambedkar. The achievements and opporiunities
i medical acadermics and politics come in his way
through hardship only and there was no looking
back. On occasion of 50 years of PW.S. Ans and
Commerce College which is now extended with
his own name, the brief life skeich of Dr
Madhukarrao Wasnik would certainly be

motivating and inspirational to students and vouth

of the present generation,

L e g meed A m  oaa e gnile WEpE gl W Y



W)

-4,
R

Hardships and Struggle of Family:

[r, Madhukarrao Wasnik was born on 23"
January 1935 in Ganeshpur (Bhandara) al
scheduled caste matriculated Bidi Kamgar father's
home. The name of father was Shyamrao Thunaji
Wasnik and mother's name was Kamalabai. He
was also raised in the family of freedom fighters.
One of his Cousins Late Kamal Wasnik becomes
martyr during Cuit India Movement mnl942.
Another Cousins late Premmnath Wasnik was
involved in the Goa Liberation movement and
later elected as the MLA. Therefore, patriotism
and social work was naturally inculcated in ham
from the childhood. N time when
aducation was not casily available to backward

was the
communities in village. As his father understood
the importance of education to overcome from
poverty due to Dr. Ambedkar's movements, so he
directed his children on the path of scademics.
Unfortunately Madhukarrao was 14 only when he
lost such a and left the
responsibility of three bright children on his
mother Kamalaban's Fatherless
\iadukarrao's childhood passed through many
hardships due to poor and pitiable ¢ mdition of the

visionary father

shoulders

farnily, but his mother took all care for her
children's studies so that they might not go away
from education, To support his education in the
year 1954 he started Mahar
Regimental Centre, Sagar (M.F.) for few months
His Mother always told her son that he musl
educate become a doctor and

eventually serve the have-nots. Madhukarmo

working n

himself and
passed his inter from Govt. Science College,
Nagpur and took admission i Govi medical
Ceollege, Nagpur which he completed in | 960 and
later passed DCH 1n 1963
Career in Medicine and a Devoted Physician:
Due to driving forces [rom his family
background he turned toward medical education
for social service. When the famous [reedom
fighter late Shri Marpakwarji opened a school m
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Lashkaribag Nagpur, Madhukarrao who was a
srudent of MBEBS, he started teaching in a school
out of the inner urpe to do something for the
community, After completing his MBBS he
started his medical practice at four cenires m
Indora. Sadar, Gaddigodam and Ambedkar Marg
the then known as slum areas. These centres were
overly crowded with patients from moming till
late night. He charged a very meager iee for his
poor patients. Many a tmes these patienis had
nothing to pay but Dr. Wasmk gave them
wreatment and medicine. Sometimes he carmed
critical patients to medical college in his own
vehicle pun;1||u]|} Due to guch & nature, within a
short he became leading
practitioner in Nagpur. His sincere remorse for hus
patients who came from very poor backgrounds
became the key to his popularity. Being a
Pediatrician he organized many health camps for
children. With the growth of his populanty he
became the first doctor to start a multispecialty
1970s which was

span of lime the

¢linic in North- MNagpur in
innugurated by Ex Union Minister Late Babu
Jgajivanram and Ex. Home Mimster of WLS. Late
Shri, Balasaheh Desai. To take care of daily wage
carners and Molkarin's (A domestic help) kids he
siarted Balvihars in Indora. Also he stated
Sutikagruha {maternity home) for women in 1971

Education as a Key to the development of
Backward Communities:

North Nagpur was earfier known as very
hackward and surrounded by slums. Workers of
Model Mill and Empress Mill who migrated from
the far and the swrrounding Districts were living
here in huts and make shift shades. Excepl
Municipal Corporation School no educational
institutions were available [herefore
Srudents from these areas were struggling 1o ge1
higher education due to unavalabilin of Higher
Educational Institutions. Students had 1o w alk B-

here.

10 km to attend colleges in 1960s, Hundreds of his

patients had narrated to D Wasnik their children's

i




troubles in getting education, Especially
travelling to attend distant college for girls in
those days was not safe. Dr. Wasnik was the first
social worker who understood people’s troubles at
that time. Being a hard core follower of Dr,
Babsaheb Ambedkar whom he personally met in
1954 in Bhandara, he understood the importance
of education for the progress and development of
the backward communities. He himself acquired
degrees in Humanities and in Law apart from his
medical is indicative of his personal love for
knowledge and studies. Also during his practice
he comes in contact with Education Minister
Madhukar Chaudhary and later long association
with him had a strong influence on Dr. Wasnik.
Chudhariji also insisted him to open school or
college 1o help these poor people. Dr. Wasnik
without delay established People's Welfare
Society's in 1967 and it's Ans & Commerce
College in 1968 in Indora to promote higher
education and seli~dignity among them, His close
friends like Dr. R.R. Bhole, Shri. Balaraj Aher, Dr,
Sankale, and Shri, Wamanrao Gedam supported
him for the establishment of the college. A fier his
medical practices and presently his initiation of
higher educational institute in the ares, Norih
Nagpur becomes his Karmabhoomi. It is a matter
of fact that PW.S. Ans and Commerce College
established on the piece of land which he bought
for opening a Multi-specialty Hospital of its own
type in Vidarbha region. The urgency of the
college for his brethren made him stay in rented
house when the college began functioning on his
personal land. For him no happiness was bigger
than watching his own dream of PWS College was
redeemed in his own land.

In the college Subjects like Pali Prakrit and
Dr. Ambedkar Thought for UG besides other
traditional courses were introduced which
received a massive response from students, The
college gives toper in these subjects in the
University almost every year. The college also
has the biggest PG department in the umiversity,
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running as many as 10 PG Courses &
accreditated B+ by NAAC PWS College 538
date produces more than 50,000 Gradustes
Post Graduate in Arts and Commerce with s
placed alumni. Under the able guidance of 8
Wasnik PWS College becomes the Cenme
Community Services in the region. Deem
seventics and cighties Dr. Wasnik asked &
teaching staff 1o survey the slums and seaS
villages. Teachers after teaching hours met 558
Kamgar and daily wage Inbours families:
their problems and eventually tried to solve ¢
they also encouraged them to send their child
to schools,

Till 19805 he had seen the troubles
difficulties of rural students who come to city
higher education. Problems of accommodation
transportation made these students leave thes
education in the middle. Many of his
associate m social works hails from rural aee
like Kalmeshwar insisted him to take care of these
rural students as well. It's very surprising fact that
this arca was known for the very powerful lenders,
none of them bothered 1o look into the educational
development of the area. Therefore, Dr. Wasnik ;
established one more Senior College in
Kalmeshwar, 17 KM from Nagpur. A die har
Congress man he opened this college in the year
1984 after the name of Late Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi in her memory. This college is also
running courses for Graduation and Post
Graduation, Besides these two senior colleges Dr
Wasnik inspired many of his close associates for
opening educational institutions for the Backward
and Minority Communities in Nashik, Bhandara,
Gondia, Gadehiroli and Chandrapur Districts. He
personally visited the places and provided
necessary help in this regard. Dr Wasnik's
intention was to spread education equally 1o all
with the intension of pay back to the society,

Second Generation Ambedkarite Leadership
in Politics and Academics:

Dr. Wasnik's practice in medicine and his
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works in the feld of education won the hearts of
people in Vidarbha in 1960s. While i practice
only Dr. Wasnik's associntion % ith Republican
Students Federation brought him close to
Barnster Rajabhau Khobragade Due to such
popularity in Indora, Gaddigedam and
surrounding rural areas, Barmstet K hobragade and
Adv. Sakharam Meshram insisted him that he
should contest the NMC elections. Due to his
social worker's bent initially he hesitated on such
offer, But very soon he realized that he could help
poor people in arca like Indorn as member of
NMC, He agreed to contest NMC election. Great
leadership qualities and his abilities through
social work were the key factors in winning the
NMC election in 1968 against Ex-MLA and
Mayor of Nagpur Dr. D. P. Meshram, 4 big name
in State politics, Also he elected as the chairmun of
standing Committee in 1971, Due 1o his
association with Dr. Rajabhau Khobragade and as
he himselfwas from bidi Kamagars family he had
seen the problems of men in this work, he took
interest in the issues of Bidi Kamagar. He joined
Bidi Kamagar Sangh. He imvolved personally n
many agifalions organized during those days for
the rights of these workers. He becomes the Vice-
President of RP1 during the tenure of Dr.
Khobragade as President. He aiso became the
organizer of Bidi Kamagar of Nagpur, Bhandara
and Chandrapur districts and fight for their rights.
He had to go to remote arcas (o meet these workers
an the cost of his own earnings from his clinics
without any regrets

Dr. Wasnik wis a very conscious person 1or
protecting rights of backwa rd communities. Many
posts in medical college Nagpur had no
reservations for people from these communities,
Dr Wasnik was instrumental in getting
reservation in different faculties in Medical
College for the post of House Officer and
Registrar for which he ceaselessly fought with the
state government in 1963, In North Nagpur, o
majority of Muslim and hackward communities
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get easy medical treatment and medicines with
minimum charges in Indira Gandhi Medical
College (Mayo), In 1971, this Medical College
was on the verge of closure due to ruling and
opponent parties during his tenure as Chairman of
Stranding Committee in NMC. His fighting spiril
for common men seen when, he fought tooth and
nail to save IGMC from closure, His efforts are
«till acknowledged by IGMC. He was also
instrumental in reopening of Post Graduate

courses in [GMC which were closed down earlier

Dr. Wasnik surprised all the established
politician of the time on national level when he
becomes Dean of Medical Faculty of Nagpur
University by defeating Ex. Union Health
Minister and founder Director ol the Mahatma
Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences, Sevagram
Dr. Sushila Nayar in 1974, Dr. Nayar was known
for her association with Mahaima Gandhi and
high respect as national leader. Election of Dean
of Medical College was very crucial one. [twas ol
his identity through social works he created and
Great social worker Baba Amie and others had
supported him for this election, he defeated Dr
Nayar with huge margin. Later when he met Late
PM Indira Gandhi, she was pleased to hear that
news, Another sensational achievement occurred
during this time that he become the Member of
Management Committee of the Nagpur univVersity
by defeating another heavy personality in the field
of Medicine Dr. Rajuni Rai who was later became
the Governor of Pondichery 1o the BJP
EOVEIMMENT (1998-2003). Due to these it
win in such a prestigious elections Di Wasnik
hecome the iconic personality in Medical College
and in the Nagpur University. 00n one more
achievement he bagged in 1975-76 when he
elected as the Senate member and also elected as
Member of Executive Council of Nagpur
University. He was also become the Vice
President of the Academy of Medical >Ciences an
important academic association m e field of

medicine, These were the achicvemenis and




nic records for which his name was among
candidates the
C hancellorship of Nagpur University

for Viee

T
probable

Bemg a popular Pediatrician, De. Wasnik
wad foreseen the wider scope of the branch like

Pediatrics. But earlier Pediatrics was the part of

the medicine faculty. A specialized study of this
field was the need of the hour but none had shown
any movement in this regard. He was constantly in
towch with renowned Pediatrician in the country
rof. De. AM. Sur in this connection. As Lean in
the Faculty of Medicine he prepared a draft along
with specialized Professors and getting it passed
in the University Board of Studies in 1974, In this
way Discipline of Pediatnics separated from
Medicine, due Nagpur Umversily
becomes first in the nation 1o have a Special
Discipline of Pediatries. This
contribution of Dr. Wasnik was publically
acknowledged by All India Pediatrics Association
in its Mational Conference.

which

1o

seminil

[t was the tfime when upper caste doctors
only had monopoly in university politics and
from backward community were
sidelined. Therefore, Dr. Wasnik's success in
prestigious University elections made him hero
among Doctors from margmalized and minority
Members from  backward
commumnities always need felt of one orgamzabion
which could help them for protecting their rights
and provide a united force for fighting against
injustice. Dr. Wasnik took initiatives m this regird
and gathers these doctors under the banner of Dr.
Ambedkar Medicos Association in [976-77. A
loved leader Dr. Wasnik becomes the founder
of the stll
working on wider perspectives as National level

members

commumnitics. Also

President orgamzation which is
He was also assocated with Chants Internanonal
the famous organization. Due to his caliber as
leader he was elected as the President of the

Organization. He was also became the President

of Nagpur Unity Centre, devoted for the cause of

National Integration.
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In the early 1960s Late Babu Jagjivanram
and Balasaheb Desai proposed he 1o join Congress
but Dr. Wasnik refused initially due to s
attachment with RPL, especially with Barristes
Rajabhau Khobragade, But he witnessed the spis
of RPI at the residence of Dadasaheb Galkwad &=
Mashik and frustrated with the selfish motifs of
RPI Utterly disappointed with ks
incidence he then joined Congress after few years
o continue his social work thiough a Nabons

leaders

Party. With his works and devotions 1o the soci
cause within a few years he became a pionees
Dralit leader in creating Congress Party platformis
North Nagpur which is earlier known as hard cons
RPI forte, It was the time when no Congressmas
could dare enter in North Nagpur due to peoples
intense emotional feelings for their messiah De
Ambedkar, Because of his popular medics
practice. his wide contacts among Poor, Backward
people and Minorties and his selfless works 18
social causes Dr, Wasmk was the first Congress
Party worker who convinced people and maks
Congress Party popular among them. His
mfluence on local workers and leader on the basss
of trust he created for Party work, he was mads
Vice-President of Congress Nagpur in 1975 the
crucial vear of emergency and also he was mads
General Seeretary of MPCC (1) in 1930 by le
“s, Indira Gandhi. 1t was this time when mang
hard core Congress leaders were leaving Parly and

joined BIP and other independent parties. D

Wasnik had a great belief in the leadership of Irom
Lady Late PM Indira Gandhi, He was also knows
for his close association with Late Rajivii Gandhe
Under the great affection for Rajivji Gandhi he
organised three medical camps in 14 blocks a8
Amethi Loksabha Constituency in 1951 -53 whe

he facilitated three teams of doctors from Nagpue

As a leader of grassroots, Dr. Wasnik's has
been associated with Congress for more than 8
years now with his devotion o the social causs
through party leadership, but Inspite of S
hardships and devotions he remained the unsung
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eri 0f the Party from Vidarbha who wis intent]y
adelined every time by the West Muaharashtr

adership on the basis of Caste, Inspite of his
elfless efforts for party every time MLA seal was
siven o RP] candidates under coalition which
hey lost many a times. Under the leadership of
Late By Gandhi, the first national leader who
ecognizad Dr. Wasnik's efforts for party in
Vidarbha region and recommended him for MLC
sedt (19996 as Governor's nomines m the
social worker's category. In thas way Dr. Wasnik's
00 wears of Party work was recognized for these
Six vedrs that too as under Governor's nominee

As he was known for, he uulmed thas
ipporunity for the maximum, As an MLC, he was
1 very active and vocal member of the house,
poneer m Aghting agamst the comupt practices,
corrupl officials, particularly in the interest of
common and for public cause. It was a record that
he rmsed more than 19K questions 10 Vidhan
Parishad. As an MLC Dr, Wasnik was one of the
nioncers who rawed his voree in Vidhan Panshad
for & separate Medical University in the state
during 1993-94, He fought single handedly for the
same. He wanted the University to be in Nagpur
Political mancuvering and meanwhile due 1o
change in government eventually took it to Nashik
(1995), but all concerned still acknowledge Dr
Wasnik's imibiative, He was also instrumental i
drafting Maharashtra University Act, 1994, Due
(o his efforts only ICCLU unit and labour room
opened in IGMC Nagpur. A very significant role
he played in Vidhan Parishad when he brought in
light Dal Ghotala. Due to his arguments in the
ruling party
speechless. A National Daily Lokmat declared
him “The Hero of the Day™ for such efforts

assembly leaders becomes

Supporting the Wildfire: the lteratore of
Marginalized

Dr. Wasnik's contribution m supporting

Dalit literary and cultural movement in

Maharashtra is noteworthy. Dalit literature is the
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literature of marginalized people in the nation
This importan
connecting all dalit communities in the nation for
raising their voice against socio-cultural injustice

medium 18 instrumental in

and their protest against unjust system n the name
of easte. For more than & decade dalit writers were
thinking of creating a platform for them but
needed all round help. Famous thinker Dr. M. N,
Wankhede was the friend of His, time to time he
talked to Dr. Wasnik for a supporting hand n
developing a platform for dalit writers, Dr. Wasmk
come forward with helping hand by facilianng a
team of PW.S. Arts and Commerce College,
Magpur and ns building for orgamizing First
significant Akhil Bharativa Dalit Sahitya
Sammelana on | and 18 | 976
Emergency was just over then. Therefore, in such

T January
a condition it was quite a difficult to gather people
from all over the country in one place. He was
made Chairman of Reception Committee of the
Sammelana. He personally involved in dratting a
plan to make the evem successful. In the
Sammielana Baburao Bagul grace the occasion as
the inaugurator and Dr. M. N, Wankhede Chaired
the Sammelana The event was grand success in
preparing a ground for dalit literary and culural
movement in the state. Dr. Wasnik's image as
social worker and as o grass root level worker of
the congress party belps i orgamsing event
smassthiy still
remembered by all the dalit writers who saw the
involvement of Dr. Wasnik in First All India Dali

Merefore his  contnbution 15

Sahitya Sammelana. He also edited the Magazenc
“Mikay” devoted to dali wriiing

Commitment to the Society: foundation of TTY'W
Dr. Wasnik s deeply involved in the social
services and social work throughout the life. His
ppproach has alwayvs been remained systematic
and scientific and his focus is on the upliftment of
suppressed, oppressed and under privileged

communitics. Therefore, due 1o his engagement
and involvement m social services Dr. Wasnik
estabhisked The Indian Institute of Youth Weltare,




“agpur in 1973 which is a Non-profit Voluntary
Lgency the under
privileged slum, rural and tribal communities
especially focusing on 1ssues relating to vouth
chald promoiing women
development and organizing communities for
integrated development. Dr. Madhukarrao
Wasnik is the founder President of YW and his
close colleague Shn. Manohar Golpelwar, a well

dedicated o work among

welfare, wellare,

known social worker is the secretary of the
institute. Shri. Golpelwani previously was the
Director Youth Centre,
Chanakyapun, He was called by Dr. Wasnik to
work with him m this seminal work

ol International

The biggest strength of the nation today 15
its vouth, But due 1o issues like caste, creed and
economically poor condition, a large number of
the wvouths are notl m main stream yeL A
nationwide programme focusing all round
development of vouth was needed so that this
viputh could contribute to the growth of the nation.
YW 15 the leadimg orgamisation for vouth and
soctal work i Western Indin, The
believes that the voung people, ther benefactors
and others engaged m the work of growmg
process of social change and development play a

irsiiute

very important role in shaping the society as well
as empowering youth on preciousness of life s
essential for sustaining a community’s life with
dignity. Vision building, empowerment and team
work are essenfial to address the mortality,
maorhidity ¢child protection and extinction, and
therefore the nstitute sttempts to plan and
organized based
projects and raiming courses,  The msttute has
branches in Chandrapur, Gadchiroli. Ralegaon,
Lonars and Tamia (WP

While
activilies,

several need PrOErammes

and
care

planning implementing
tukes that
identified should be based on the felt need of the
communitics with whom the institute works, At
the same Gme institule takes care that the activities

institute activities
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identified and implemented should also TacSSSEE
a process of accomplishing the goals S
objectives of the institute. Therefore, effor
always made to match the needs of the commases
and objectives of the nstitute. The meSE
intends 1o initiate a process of self sustainged
reliant process of development e |
communities for accomplishing this people SNEs
community's needs to be empowered and S
organised, With this approach and stralcses
institute i1s engaged in varnous activities under S
leadership and guidance of Dr. Wasmik.

EfToris for the Dream of Vidarhha State:

10

From the beginming Dr. Wasnik has besss
supporting the demand of separate Vidarbha in 1588
light of a thought that small states developss
rapidly with equal representations 10 mMaximuss '
Even Dr. Ambedkar favoured the 3/4 small states
within Maharashtra for the all round developmest s
The demand of separate Vidarbha was quite an ol
but statesman and leaders especially from 1heS
West Maharashtra opposed this separation. Many
Commissions already gave their reporis favouring
the separate Vidarbha. Dr. Wasnik time to time
pursues the matter to the Central leadership of
Congress and later before other ruling Parties b
once elections in Siate and Centre are over the

demand left behmnd.

D, Wasnik always stands with the leaders
of grassroots of the Vidarbha agitating always {oF
the rightful demand. During his MLC tenure he
fought tooth and nail to bring every possible
facilities and developmental plans for the
Vidorbha, Through his speeches m  Vidhan
Parishad he drew attention of the house towards
the neghigence of State towards Vidarbha m terms
of meager development in irrigation for
agriculture, creation of employment, creation of
small and large scale industries, imponance of
Stutory Development Board for the Vidarbha,
improvement in Health Services and requirement
of more number of doctors for rural Vidarbha,




e
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armanenet of secretariat based at Nagpur ete,
roin his speeches given in Vidhan Parishad one
in casily puess hus urgency of justice to the
cople of Vidarbha. He raised his voice loudly for
eparate Vidarbha from inside the howse and from
e road along with his fellow friends. When
igitattons  for scparate Telangana State were
ntense n AP in 2012-13 at the same time the
ntire local leaders came on the road with their
demand of separate Vidarbha, Dr. Wasnik was
stand with the hardcore leadership with firm
ittitude. Coincidentally Telangana won the battle
it unfortunately Vidarbha's demand delayed one
more time, It brought a great frustration to all
Vidarbhaite leaders who are fighting for vears, but
Ur, Wasmk though hurt this ume but s still
lpoking forward to the near future favouring the
Iream of Vidarbha.

A Leader of Unparallel Caliber and a down to
the earth person:

Dir. Wasnik is loved and revered in his friend
cirele and amongst his followers. On his birth day
on 23" January every year queucs of his well-
wishers gathered from morning till the evening in
his home at Shivayi Nagar. Presently the veteran
leader 15 away from the active politics yet his
associates and friends meet him like earlier, He
still shiares his memories and good moments of his
life with all of his old friends. People still found in

him a guide and a mentor politician for their
backward community. Even at such a ripened age
he expresses his opinion boldly and fearlessly on
the present sitwation in the country. His every
speech especially on Independeénce and Republic
days given in PWS, College are always equipped
with his concemn for his brethren and the country.
His encouragements to teachers and students

provide an impetus to them towards the notion of

pay back to society through our work of teaching
learning. Adter the program he would always call
many of the teaching and non-teaching staff and
would enguire personally about the family and the
progress of the institute. He would always ask
them 1o lake care of the mstitute which he built
with hardships. Such a man of rare quality Dr
Wasnik, | wish live long, healthy and happy. Also |
congratulate him for the achievement of his
nurtured PWS which s celebrating its Golden
Jubilee!

Bhavatu Sabba Mangalam!
Bio Mote : Dr. Sudesh M. B
15 Asst. Professor & Head Department of English
Dr. Madhukarrao Wasmik PW.S, Ars and
LCommerce Uollege, Nagpur-26. He is also the
10AC
E-mail; sudeshbhowateigmail.com
Phone: 9823419389
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During prolonged Lockdown due to Covid 19 pandemic; active life in every
heres of life comes to a standstill, so also our higher educational activities:

During last few months’ people from every strata of society comeforward with
every kind of help to the needy. Providing food, masks, temporary shelter homes,
medical aids to needy, care of old people, etc are undertaken by most of us: Some
organizations and NGOs are continuously working along with the Covid warrior
and government agencies. Awareness programmes and structured  helpsare

rovided by the state as well as government at the centre. During lockdown many
colleges and schools becomes shelter homes for migratory labourers and some of |
the teachers and students responded to the call of govemment to participate in the |
‘social services. The work undertaken by these teachers and students are obviously
valuable, yet we as academia can redefine our role with the given limitations by
UGC and NAAC. In the light social extension services in general and Covid 19
pandemic in particular this paper is exploring the possibilities of redefining our
(academics) role in the welfare of society and to the needy. The nature of the
paper is to ponder over the extension works with respect to the guidelines laid
down by Government, UGC and NAAC for higher educational institutionsand
also exploring the possibilities to be undertaken by HEIs in the pandemic and

during natural calamities.

Key Words: HEIs, Extension services, UGC guidelines, NAAC, NSS, NCC,
Extension services, Spanish flu, Covid-19, disaster Management, natural
calamities, awareness programmes, promotions of Govt programmies and projects I|
for social welfare, etc. b

Introduction: 1 o
Life teaches us lessons in different situation, sometimes survival becomes so
imuch difficult that inspite of everything we have life drifts from us. A situation

ike outbreak of some disease makes the life terrible everywhere, but more W€

due to locked situation without life sustainit
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working ‘day snd. night fo % m pﬂ?;iblﬂ help to people as a g
warriors. We should not forget the sacrifice given by the doctors, murse, Poj

_— Ty Wi i and fical PW.I: while WE ﬂlﬁ. covid pat .:...._ :,-1.

social workers who caught up with the disease while hE|pl1ﬂg thﬂ Pﬂﬂphi;‘w it

the situation and lost their life. Much appreciable work in going on with ma

organized and unorganized organizations towards the welfare of people g

donations, etc. some colleges and especially some wings like NSS and NCC gy

working along with its dared volunteers. Works at college level 'S Sectns 10

fimited to a certain level like awareness campaign, generating donations for food

and cloths and distribute to the needy etc, but when we look at the natg
calamities occurred earlier and previous pandemic some innovative ideas wen:
brought into practice by academic institutions which are noteworthy and paved
way for future. Academic institutions have many guidelines laid down

government and regulatory bodies for certain wings for its better implementation
with set objectives. When we look at those objectives and philosophy :.:Eé

] certain academic wing we automatically get some ideas to work in a structured

Way.
'

|

et

i
é. ik

Understanding the core Philosophy of NSS and NCC:
Since the independence, Government brings variousprogramme for the ar:ademh
institution in the light of inculcating nationalism, social responsibilities, for
grooming the future leaders and students’ practical leaming in the social enviros,
etc. The philosophy of such leaming passed in our parliament or state assembly
takes shape in certain programme and projects like NSS, NCC, Scouts & Cruides
and many such programme through small commitiees like women's cell
extension cell, Needy fund, opportunity cell ete. sometime special directives are
communicated fo the institution by Universities under the guidance
. nt. In the quality enhancement initiatives by the HEls laid down by
NAAC, extension services comprised a significant score to earn. “The rolé
- HEIs is significant in human resource development and capacity building
ol individuals, to cater to the needs of the economy, society and the country 88
whole, #’;ﬁﬁﬁmmg "?t;hﬂ ¢ development of the Nation. Serving the cause
of social justice, ensuring cquity and increasing access to hi ion are 8
o v by o, o dobpot (A




n intellectus ['[mm-h_
e of those who

gf-ﬂja ‘fnl]:[er of nation NSS takea maotto “an me I:lut ynu i

m this philosophy of dedication for the fellow brothers. m:l 5

usly needy in every respect. As NSS maintain, “The cardinal princip}

e me 18 that it is organised by the students themselves and both st

through their combined participation in social service, gr.t 3:.

men ~in the tasks of national development™.(NSS official ]

programime is certainly a joint effort by students and teachers thcmi‘are ﬁm. '

m’hﬂa is relies from the dedicated teachers who are joining such M—ﬁ.—,

trained feacher in such a programme is capable of undertaking positive projects

for students to implement for the end objective. The objectives laid down NSS

swhich are given in its official website for the universities and colleges are itself

cleared enough to understand and to think for our work area,

“Understand the community in which they work

Understand themselves in relation to their community

Identify the needs and problems of the community and involve them in |

problem-solving

- 4. Develop among themselves a sense of social and civie
5. Utilize their knowledge in finding practical solutions to M

o~ community problems

' ﬁiuﬁx Develop competence required for group-living and s
_ Tesponsibilities

7. Gain skills in mobilizing munnﬂﬂ'ﬁ' participation,

capacity to meet emergencies and o

i1
Jfal NG|
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calamities and such sifustion are expected. Therefore, a positive pry
during natural calamitics and outbreak like situation is naturally expected gy

tension wings of HEls. Students’ participation in the exter

. e, is given to the universities and e
Mm ?“S‘mm“m cadets of NCC to be trained for the mjy
requirements of the country but at the same time the wing is allied to the goey
causes and extension services within the HEIs. The role of cadet for gouy
services is highly expected. “The *Aims” of the NCC lawd out in 1988 ha © stoog.
the test of time and continue 10 meet the requirements expected of it in 1k e
socio—economic scenario of the country™ (NationalCadet Corps official w
2020) The motto of National Cadet Corps (NCC) is “Unity and Discipline®
i indicative of the expected role of the cadets for the national integrity, Agp
philosophy laid down for NCC, it 5 a continuous evolving organization
cadets are given exposure to the social cause and collaborative learning projecs
with Government and non-government organizations. The core values mainh ned
m the official website of NCC are indicative of the work area for NCC wingsn
I. “A sense of patriotic commitment to encourage cadets to contribute :
national development .
2. Respect for diversities in religion, language, culture, ethnicity, HESSE.
: :Tﬁh;l;m to u:?ttl[ a sense of National unity and social cohesion.
! commument to leam and adhere 1 norms valus
enshrined in the Indian Constitution, o it
;* U“‘f‘?“':mﬂ the value of a just and impartial exercise of authority.
- Ability pamicipate In  community development and other e

6. A healthy o . e free of substance abusc and other unhealthy practitth
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of life to extend help to the government and different organiz
WHHBE in medical and social field. This simation of pandemic is ideal one mm
ﬁg ﬁi‘il of students in HEIs. NAAC expects inculeation of social belongings
the students thought the higher learning. “In a country like India, with
cultural pluralities and diversities, it is essential that students imbibe the
mmm values commensurate with social, cultural, ecconomic and
environmental realities, at the local, national and universal levels....The seeds of
values such as cooperation and mutual understanding during the early stages of
education have to be reiterated and re-emphasized at the higher education also
through appropriate learning experiences and opportunities”. (NAAC Manual for
instimation accreditation, 2018: 7) NAAC guidelines for the social extension wings
of the HEIs indicate towards the participation of students in different social
outreach programme and learning in actual life like situations, HEIs and its soeial
extension wings can come forward with the more comprehensive planning in
‘collaboration with government and non-government organisations to initiate for

the interest of general public,

Inspite of the fact that the broad philosophies are set for the social outreach

programmes through HEIS but students participation in the natural calamities and

such situation seems to be insignificant or un-highlighted. When we look at the
major calamities hit the nation in last two decades, students’ participation in the
rescue operation or relief works is not recorded significantly. Earthquake in Bhuj
in 2001, Kashmir Earthquake in 2005, Tsunami in Tamil Nadu in 2006,

Kedarnath flood in 2013, Flood in Kerala in 2018, periodic cyclone in South India
‘and in Odisha. Major works of NSS were highlighted during Kerala Flood. In the
Kerala flood situation more than 1200 NSS units were working in the rescue and
relief operation. The NSS volunteers weresanitizing the affected area, m
food packets for the flood victims, running common kitchen and uting
medicines. The Volunteers and other functionaries are distributing food packets
:ﬁ the affected people at various places and were also involved in rescue

tion thmug]: its NSS is quite mngniﬂmt
ﬁmmﬁp mwmmm_ anced




\ols were ﬁIﬁmﬂ, pulit:& cars became ambul,
=s_From the other records also we know|
sratipn with social organisations across the world. To curb

T . , e while schools were CiG‘EE{L mﬂﬂjl' \
o MdﬂTﬁﬂ:tﬁﬁw refugee children n‘-’El:Sc:a_". (The Atz antic,
r 2018), Uﬁmity of Idaho smdent Esther '[“hulnus s guurna? from 191
i pandemic reveals her approach towards Spanish flu pandemic and her §
initiatives. It is a matter of fact that some 100 years before, students responses
the pandemic situations after Spanish flu 1n the form of extension activities
been recorded. These small initiatives though unorganized by those schoold
college youths need o be taken into considerations at the present day situatio
- covid-19 by college students. -

uring Spanish. Royal Copeland in 19

From the references of student's initiatives in the previous pandemic of Spang
flu we can imagine the student's awareness towards their social respons ibiliti
Comparing to that contribution by world students our siudents’ w{f"
guite low. During last 74 years of independence, our country passed through ma
patiral calamities and shadows of war. College students should show th
presence by contnibuting their participation in different required works '
help to government and non-governmental organization. Students can pa ...:-"‘."'_
in reseue works with respect to their training and capacity and of © .
participation in awareness campaign. Taking mspiration from those students’
need to contribute from our side as well. When we think of students” parti
in such works, coordinating teacher's interest and dedication is a vital soufcé!
inspiration o their student.s_. ;J’nlt:aﬁ teachers put forward a suitable plan nd il
mpmwﬂl'ﬂﬂ student’s participation in certain disaster management work, 1051
initiatives will be pushed. The will of teachers and college i.-igirnpurmnt N
- and making students ready mentally is another one, Students won't ;
unless they are encouraged and properly guided, il




ly. Students should be aware ufmuﬁ: w
hmﬂnbﬁtng..‘smpﬁ]yn'nmﬁlwhntuﬁmlym participat
) . enthusiasm only cannot be the measure to include certain
"m the work. Without a training and knowledge of the disaster
- " Wluﬂt:ﬂl‘ can put his own life into nsks. One cannot enter into the
wie mission like the Abhimanyu to sacrifice once life. College should include
‘quch students who have properly completed a course or a training
e for the rescue mission. When we talk of outbreak or pandemic
: ;mr.lmts directly cannot participate mto medical assistance works. In
ases students can help the rest of civilian with diffesent kind of help.
o md educated health workers only ean participate in medical assistance
g Covid-Warrior. Student volunteer can work in a safer zonc to provide
areness and various helps to people so that they could be prevented from
ching -llm disease. Due to lockdown situation or due to danger of catching any
m disease, many people remain stranded somewhere and since there isno
sutside, a risk of starvation increases. Student volunteers can find out such
e tn l:a.n provide necessary helps to them. College NSS or NCC teams can
‘aﬂtnmam:nllv to trace such people through social media or by survey
The point is this; coordinators rightly can decide their work area and
ngly volunteers can participate in the mission with prior permission from

-.: =|r¢ mpnsnd to the structured work process in h!.lﬂh missions. On the uIiIH
ncial part is easily managed by NGOs from their funds and received

ﬂmfhm NGOs can expect a trained manpower which could be made
thmu gh our student volunteers.

Initiatives:
ik ;ililbthi:n]: of any outbreak like situation we can understand a m
. mmﬂymamdpreuplmﬁwmtmm unced it
hmumTheimpmm m&mmamm comes
And peop tl:nmmut:han-ﬂhuﬁd.wmlﬁ | college:
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flu outbreak, this time also people needed 1o be ariented about 1
the public places and while mteracting with others. Volunteers not only
WEWHMMMMmMML
; methods college students gencrally do The matter i this lock ¢
“ﬂﬂ!lﬂfwmﬂ:ﬂmh.mmﬁﬂmwﬂlh

. required to gather necessary life sustaming things

| A very important task student voluntoens can do and that is awareness campaign
| through social media and via personal contact with locals. Coordinators can

prepare campaign material from the reliable expents and could be circulated
b through social media. We need 1o understand that socal media releases fake
messages in a large number therefore, making people aware sbout proper
requirements and caulions are neccssary to prevent them from cmiching this

T

:.""""ﬁﬁ'f'-
- mask in

il

In America during Spanish flu many students prepared toys for the -
workers children. In this pandennc also we can sec many parents are stranded m
different shelter homes around the country. We also can provide some cas
sports material for children as well as for adults Lock down situstion RN
demoralize people who are away from their famuly and village. Sports and re :
material for them could be a great help them for passing their me in ¢ase lﬂ

hopes. Student volunteers can teach small children who are away from school |
are missing their classes. A group of volunteers can take uwp a task of teae
such children in the shelter homes so that no such children develop a huge

their leaming due to migration.

Due to lockdown teaching in schools and colleges are stopped, but it is the times
md‘ digital classrooms. Though online classes are proving frustful but at
mmafﬂwﬂdmmmmmmﬂhw :
ﬁ,ﬁhmchﬁ Volunteers with some NGOs can run 3 i
or :..-“. d smartphone for such poor students. We are not sure as 1o W
‘ﬂﬁhwmmmm
with the availabl ummum

.
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uﬂm examinations will be announced soon. [n that ¢ sea p g3

s ould be dome by the volunteers so that none can
- 4

cor student volunteers 1n NSS and NCC there are multiple possibilities to take
S arives for helping people in the pandemic period. 1 have worked in NSS for
ﬁ"‘ﬁﬂ from that experience I can say that students are highly mlht,mﬁﬁu ﬁ'
any kind of work in the nterest of people in any situation. They only require
COUF and wholesome support from the college management. During the
regular activitics and in camping | come Across many such students who always _
come up with innovative ideas to work and involve others to complete the activity .
eeecfully. During camps 1 find students took parts in survey of villages and ]
during feedback meeting they would always submitted their plans to work for
villagers. within a short period of camp activity they always carned a high respect

and honour from the villages for the bonding they created and whatever small
contribution they made towards the development of village.

Conclusion:
Under UGC and NAAC guidelines extension services covers major portion of
incentives to be camed by college towards accreditation. Out of many extension
services and activities in college NSS and NCC acts as umbrella committees for
social initistives in colleges and universities. Therefore, significant social
outreach programmes are to be planned by the college for their students. College
units have to develop their strong student’s wings to be participating in different
disaster management works around the city, The role of student's disaster
management projects becomes significant in the danger zones related to the
,‘ calamities. Students’ collaborative participation with NGOs and
~ Govemment agencics towards any disaster management fetches both learning
experience for students and their social contribution. When country and world is
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‘“ontnue helping society in every possible way in their life time.
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society through their significant contribution. -

Eﬂwﬂﬁﬂd. Marry (2020): 3 lessons from how schools responded to the 1918 pandenie
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. mmngly relevant |

n e .. tps.// : & £ J'g;;'|¢l|:::'g-wﬂtnuaunnndﬂﬂu;~djg1m'. |
1 % . 9. -a23 8703 -

: NAAC institutional accreditution: Manual for self-study report Universities (2018), r ¥ |
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BllPase Covid-19 Pendemic Special

Extension Services Initiatives by HEIs in Covid-19
Pandemic: Redefining Roles of Academic Wings

Dr. Sudesh B. Bhowate

(e

Ahstract:

During prolonged Lockdown due to Covid 19 pandemic; active life in every
spheres of life comes 10 & standstill, so also our higher educational activities.
During last few months’ people from every strala of socicty comeforward with
every kind of help to the needy. Providing food, masks, temporary shelter homes,
medical aids to needy, care of old people, etc are undertaken by most of us. Some
organizations and NGOs are continuously working along with the Covid warmior
mwmmim&mwmmmmm
provided by the state as well as govermment al the centre. During lockdown many
colleges and schools becomes shelter homes for migratory labourers and some of
the teachers and students responded to the call of government to participate in the
social services. The work undertaken by these teachers and students are obviously
valushle, yet we as academia can redefine our role with the given limitations by
UGC and NAAC. In the light social extension services in general and Covid 19
pandemic in particular this paper is exploring the possibilities of redefining our
{academics) role inﬂww:lﬁ:tafsn:iﬂymdmmenmdy.ﬂw“tur:afﬂm
paper is to ponder over the extension works with respect to the guidelines laid
down by Government, UGC and NAAC for higher educational institutionsand
also exploring the possibilities to be undertaken by HEIs in the pandemic and
during natural calamities.

Key Words: HEISs, Extension services, UGC guidelines, NAAC, NS5, NCC,
Extension services, Spanish flu, Covid-19, disaster Management, natural
calamitics, awareness programmes, promotions of Govt programmes and projects
for social welfare, etc.

Introduction:

Life teaches us lessons in different situation, sometimes survival becomes so
much difficult that inspite of everything we have life drifts from us. A situation
like outbreak of some disease makes the life terrible everywhere, but more we
suffer due to locked situation without life sustaining things than the disease.
Joblessness, starvation, hunger, migration on foot, stranded somewhere on the
mercy of social workers, and the list is goes on for the situation we are facing in
crurmunlrymﬂpmpltarmmdﬂ:awnﬂdduutnt?mid 19 pandemic. We hear
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many namatives of tragic incidents around the world of the situation but also we
should appreciate the responses of human being around the world to save the
situation. The way people are coming forward with every possible aids and help to
a fellow brother is highly commendable, Along with government many NGOs are
working day and night 10 provide every possible help to people as a covid
warriors. We should not forget the sacrifices given by the doctors, nurses, Police,
sanitary workers and medical people while serving the covid patients, police,
social workers who caught up with the disease while helping the people to control
the situation and lost their life. Much appreciable work in going on with many
organized and unorganized orgamizations towards the welfare of people and
donations, ete. some colleges and especially some wings like NSS and NCC are
working along with its dared volunteers, Works at college level is seems to be
limited to a certain level like AWArEness campaign, generating donations for food
and cloths and distribute to the needy ete, but when we look at the naturs|
calamities occurred earlier and previous pandemic some innovative ideas were

Understanding the core Philosophy of NSS and NCC:

Since the independence, Government brings variousprogramme for the academic
mstitution in the light of inculcating nationalism, social responsibilities, for
grooming the future leaders and students’ practical leamning in the social environ,
etc. The philosophy of such learning passed in our parliament or state assembly
takes shape in certain programme and projects like NSS, NC C, Scouts & Guides
and many such programme through small committees like women's cgll,
extension cell, Needy fund, Opportunity cell ete. sometime special directives are
communicated to the instingion by Universities under the guidance of
government. In the quality enhancement initiatives by the HEIs laid down by
NAAC, extension services compnsed a significant score 1o earn. “The role of
HEIs is significant in human resource development and capacity building of
individuals, to cater to the needs of the cconomy, society and the country as a
whole, thereby, contributing to the development of the Nation. Serving the cause
of social justice, EASUTING equity and inereasing access to higher education are a
few ways by which HEls can contribute to the national development”, (NAAC
Manual for institution accreditation, 2018: 6) Therefore, extension services
through its natural wings are in vogue in the HEIs which takes extension projects
seriously. It has been noted that the participation in every initiatives through such
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sutension services are huge from students. Irrespective of gender students are
siways ready to undertake any adventure in the interest of society.

“ational Service Scheme (NSS) took shape from the ideas and philosophy of
“ahatma Gandhijt who wished students are to be trained in HEIs for the higher
zoal owards the welfare of society. According to him, “the first duty of the
students should be, not to treat their period of study as one of the opportunities for
ndulgence in intellectual luxury, but for preparing themselves for final dedication
= the service of those who provided the sinews of the nation with the national
soods & services so essential to society, Advising them to form a living contact
with the community in whose midst their institution is located”. He suggested that
imstead of undertaking academic research about economic and social disability,
the students should do "something positive so that the life of the villagers might
5e ruised to a higher material and moral level".(NSS official Website)From this
sdeas of the father of nation NSS take a motto “Not me but you". Students should
‘eam this philosophy of dedication for the fellow brothers and sisters and
obviously needy in every respect, As NSS maintain, “The cardinal principle of the
programme is that it is organised by the students themselves and hoth students and
rzachers through their combined participation in social service, get a sense of
mvolvement in the tasks of national development” (NS5 official Website}] The
programme is certainly a joint effort by students and teachers therefore, 4 great
expectation is relies from the dedicated teachers who are joining such projects, A
rained teacher in such a programme is capable of undertaking positive projects
for students to implement for the end objective, The objectives laid down NSS
which are given in its official website for the universities and colleges are itself
cleared enough to understand and to think for our work area.
I, “Understand the community in which they work
2. Understand themselves in relation to their community
3. Identify the needs and problems of the community and involve them in
problem-solving
4. Develop among themselves a sense of social and civic responsibility
3. Unlize their knowledge in finding practical solutions to individual and
community problems
6. Develop competence required for group-living and sharing of
responsibilities
7. Gain skills in mobilizing community participation
8. Acquire leadership qualities and democratic attitudes
9. Develop capacity to meet emergencies and natural disasters and
10, Practice national integration and social harmony” (NSS official
Website)
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These objectives speak about the students’ training and grooming for the social
causes and while learning their exposure to the social work and dedication to the
country. The objective number nine speaks about students’ skills in meeting with
any disaster management. We need to understand the rele of students in natural
calamities and such situation are expected. Therefore, a positive programme
during natural calamities and outbreak like situation is naturally expected from the
extension wings of HEls, Smdents’ participation in the extension services in
pandemic like situations is highly expected,

Besides NSS, NCC is another programme is given to the universities and HEIs,
Though it is expected that the cadets of NCC to be trained for the military
requirements of the country but st the same time the wing ig allied to the social
causes and extension services within the HEIs. The role of cadet for social
services is highly expected. “The *Aims’ of the NCC laid out in 1988 have stood
the test of time and continue to meet the requirements expected of it in the current
SOCI0—economic scenario of the country”.{NationalCadet Corps official website,
2020) The motto of National Cadet Corps (NCC) is “Unity and Discipline”™ which
is indicative of the expected role of the cadets for the national integrity, As per the
philosophy laid down for NCC, it 15 a continuous evolving organization where
cadets are given exposure to the social cause and collaborative leaming projects
with Government and non-government organizations. The core values maintained
in the official website of NCC are indicative of the work area for NCC wings in
HEIs.
I. A sense of patriotic commitment 1o encourage cadets to contribute to
national development
2. Respect for diversities in religion, language, culture, ethmicity, life style
and habitat to instill a sense of National unity and social cohesion,
3. Abiding commitment 10 leam and adhere to the norms and values
enshrined in the Indian Constitution.
Understanding the value of a just and impartial exercise of authority.
Ability to participate in community development and other social
programme.
A healthy life style free of substance abuse and other unhealthy practices.
Sensitivity to the needs of poor and socially disadvantaged fellow citizens.
Inculcating habits of restraint and self-awareness,
Understanding the values of bonesty, truthfulness, self-sacrifice,
perseverance and hard work.
10. Respect for knowledge, wisdom and the power of ideas™.(National Cadet
Comps official website, 2020)
The core values of NCC indicate towards development of sense of patriotism
amongst the youth of the nation and their sense of belongings to the people and
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respect for our heritage. The core values direct students to participate in the
national development programme through academic ventures. The cadets are
expected to extend help to the poor, disadvantaged fellow citizen and the needy.
Therefore, cadet’s participation in rescue operation in any natural disaster is
obviously expected could be related with value number 5 and 7. The covid-19
outhreak situation is more than any natural disaster causes for millions of lives.
Inthis situation nation requires large number of Covid wamors in different
spheres of life 1o extend help to the government and different organizations
working in medical and social field. This situation of pandemic is idesl one to test
the will of students in HEIs. NAAC expects inculcation of social belongings
amongst the students thought the higher leaming. “In a country like India, with
cultural pluralities and diversities, it is essential that students imbibe the
appropriste  values commensuraie with social, cultural, economic and
environmental realities, at the local, national and universal levels.... The seeds of
values such as cooperation and mutual understanding during the early stages of
education have to be reiterated and re-emphasized at the higher education also
through appropriate leamning experiences and opportunities”™, (NAAC Manual for
institution accreditation, 2018; 7) NAAC guidelines for the social extension wings
of the HEIs indicate towards the participation of students in different social
outreach programme and learning in actual life like situations. HEIs and its social
extension wings can come forward with the more comprehensive planning in
collaboration with govemnment and non-government organisations to initiate for
the interest of general public.

Inspite of the fact that the broad philosophies are set for the social outreach
programmes through HEIS but students participation in the natural calamities and
such situation seems to be insignificant or un-highlighted. When we lock at the
major calamitics hit the nation in last two decades, students’ participation in the
rescue operation or relief works is not recorded significantly. Earthquake in Bhuj
in 2001, Kashmir Farthquake in 2005, Tsunami in Tamil Nadu in 2006,
Kedarnath fload in 2013, Flood in Kerala in 2018, periodic eyclone in South India
and in Odisha. Major works of NSS were highlighted during Kerala Flood. In the
Kerala flood situation more than 1200 NSS units were working in the rescue and
relief operation. The NSS volunteers weresanitizing the affected area, preparing
food packets for the flood victims, running common kitchen and distributing
medicines. The Volunteers and other functionaries are distributing food packets
to the affected people at various places and were also involved in rescue
operations. (Press Information Bureau (2018)But in rest of the calamities HEIs
participation through its NSS is quite insignificant. Although students
participation in awareness campaign in Covid 19 seems to be enhanced comparing
to its participation in the previous calamities,

*Perspacliva’ A Maional Inerdisciplinary Anrvanl Resagroh Jourmal-val, 1 |ssue-05-2020 E55N-2240:5134




861Paze Covid-19 Pendamic Speciy

It a matter of fancy to look at the student’s pagticipation in the outbreak of
Spanish flu in 1019 in the light of students’ responses to the relief works.
According to Marry Battenfield in her article “3 lessons from how schools
responded to the 1918 pandemic worth heeding today” mentioned about school
nurses’” works during Spanish flu situation which was acknowledged by New
York City Health Commissioner Royal Copeland in 1918. The article also claims
that in St. Louis, while schools were closed, police cars became ambulances, and
teachers worked in health agencies. From the other records also we know that how
college students participated in relief works along with the teachers in
collaboration with social organisations across the world. To curb the spread
colleges were run in the open air. While schools were closed, many American
school children made toys for the refugee children oversea”, (The Atalantic, April
2018), University of Idaho student Esther Thomas's Joumnal from 1918 flu
pandemic reveals her approach towards Spanish flu pandemic and her small
initiatives. It is a matter of fact that some 100 years before, students responses o
the pandemic situations after Spanish flu in the form of extension activities have
been recorded. These small initiatives though unorganized by those school and
college youths need to be taken into considerations at the present day situation in
covid-19 by college students.

From the references of student’s initiatives in the previous pandemic of Spanish
flu we can imagine the student’s awareness towards their social responsibilities.
Comparing to that contribution by world students our students’ contribution is
quite low. During last 74 years of independence, our country passed through many
natural calamitics and shadows of war, College students should show their
presence by contributing their participation in different required works to extend
help 1o government and nom-governmental organization. Students can participate
i rescue works with respect to their traming and capacity and of course
participation in awarencss campaign. Taking inspiration from those students we
need to contribute from our side as well, When we think of students” participation
in such works, coordinating teacher’s interest and dedication is a vital source of
inspiration to their students. Unless teachers put forward a suitable plan and initial
step towards student’s participation in certain disaster management work, no such
initiatives will be pushed. The will of teachers and college is important factor here
and making students ready mentally is another one, Students won't come forward
unless they are encouraged and properly guided. Therefore, regular meeting with
students is important while introducing the task and its importance. Students
participated in NSS and NCC should be given exposure to the disaster
management time to time. Students living in the dangers zone prone to any natural
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calamities should be exposed to certain disaster management programme (0
prepare students for any such emergent work.

Another important factor in such initiatives could be a proper training and
orientation of students regarding the work they are about to enter. With respect 1o
the rescue work or disaster amangeiment in certain calamities, students are needed
to be trained systematically. Students should be aware of their capacities and
limitation as a human being. A properly trained volunteer only can participate in
such programmes; enthusiasm only cannot be the measure to include certain
volunteers for the work. Without a traiming and knowledge of the disaster
management volunteer can put his own life into risks, One cannot enter into the
cescue mission like the Abhimanyu to sacrifice once life. College should include
name of such students who have properly completed a course or & training
programme for the rescuc mission. When we talk of outbreak or pandemic
situation, students directly cannot participate into medical assistance works. In
such cases students can help the rest of civilian with diffesent kind of help.
Certified and educated health workers only can participate in medical assistance
works a8 Covid-Warrior. Student volunteer can work in a safer zone to provide
awareness and various helps to people so that they could be prevented from
catching the disease. Due to lockdown situation or due to danger of catching any
contagious disease, many people remain stranded somewhere and since there 15 no
work outside, a risk of starvation increases. Student volunteers can find out such
people to can provide necessary helps to them. College NSS or NCC teams can
work systematically to trace such people through social media or by survey
method, The point is this; coordinators rightly can decide their work arca and
accordingly volunteers can participate in the mission with prior permission from
their parents, If the mission is undertaken in collaboration with some NGOs, it
helps students learn along with trained social workers and at the same time a
students are exposed to the structured work process in such missions, On the other
hand financial part is easily managed by NGOs from their funds and received
donations, therefore, NGOs can expect a trained manpower which could be made
available through our student volunteers.

Some Novel Initiatives:

When we think of any outbreak like situation we can understand a lockdown
situation is automatically created for people. Government is formally announced it
to control the situation. The important factor of such situation is that life becomes
standstill and people’s commutation as barred. Workstations and school colleges
and travel are shut down. Therefore a large number of labourers and migrants are
locked in some place who cannot sustain without finances for a longer period. In
that case NGOs and college Volunteers can find out such people and need to help
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them with the necessary life sustaining items, matnly food, water and medicines,
I case of migrants are travelling, they are stranded in different shelter homes
develops by government and municipal corporations, volunteers can help NGOS
and government agencies to provide them necessary materials. Such stranded
people require cloths and temporary beddings. Volunteers can run a campaign to
collect the used cloths and beddings to provide 1o such shelter home people. Many
NGOs are making masks which needed 1o be provided to a common people. since
masks are proven method to prevent from the disease which was proved in the Jast
Spanish flu outbreak, this time also people needed 10 be oriented about wedring
mask m the public places and while interacting with others. Volunteers not only
can provide help in distribution of masks but also they can create awareness via
different methods college students generally do.The matter is this Jock down
situation may last for months therefore; a continuous work of volunteers will be
required to gather necessary life sustaining things.

A very important task student volunteers can do and that is awareness campaign
through social media and via personal contact with locals. Coordinators can
prepare campaign material from the reliable experts and could be circulated
through social media. We need to understand that social media releases fake
messages in a large number therefore, making people aware ghout proper
requirements and cautions are necessary o prevent them from catching this
disease.

material for them could be a great help them for passing their time in case and in
hopes. Student volunteers can teach small children who are away from school and
are missing their classes, A group of volunteers can take up a sk of teaching
such children in the shelter homes so that no such children develop a huge gap in
their learning due to migration.

Due o lockdown teaching i schools and colleges are stopped, but it is the time of
nsing of digital classrooms. Though online classes are proving fruitful but at the

will be the classes' opens for the regular teaching leaming, Till then we need to
cope with the available help via digital media. On the other hand teachers can
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deposit their teaching material or tutorial videos on the college website or on
YouTube so that student can visit them whenever he gets facihity. Volunteers can
help in creating such repository in their respective colleges using social media
platform and websites. Colleges can open a You Tube channel for tutorial videos.
Software professional and students in computer courses can extend their
invaluable help to the teaching community in developing digital teaching material
for students. At the same time volunteers can help in circulating the study material
or connecting the stranded students with their course material. There is a
sossibility that online examinations will be announced soon. In that case a proper
campaigning could be done by the velunteers so that none can miss their
sxaminations.

For student volunteers in NSS and NCC there are multiple possibilities to take
initiatives for helping people in the pandemic period. | have worked in NSS for
long a time from that experience | can say that students are highly enthusiastic for
any kind of work in the interest of people in any situation. They only require
encouragement and wholesome support from the college management. During the
regular activities and in camping | come across many such students who always
come up with innovative ideas to work and involve others to complete the activity
successfully. During camps 1 find students took parts in survey of villages and
during feedback meeting they would always submitted their plans to work for
villagers, within a short period of camp activity they always earned a high respect
and honour from the villages for the bonding they created and whatever small
contribution they made towards the development of village.

Conclusion:

Under UGC and NAAC guidelines extension services covers major portion of
incentives to be camed by college towards accreditation. Out of many extension
services and activities in college NSS and NCC acts as umbrella committees for
social initiatives in colleges and universities. Therefore, significant social
outreach programmes are to be planned by the college for their students. College
units have to develop their strong student’s wings to be participating in different
disastnrmm;cmmtmrhmmrdth::ity.mm:nfmdm‘sdism
management projects becomes significant in the danger zones related to the
natural calsmities. Students’ collaborative participation with NGOs and
Govemnment agencies towards any disaster management fetches both leamning
experience for students and their social contribution. When country and world is
passing through the Covid-19 pandemic situation Volunteers works becomes
more important in much respect. Students” participation in awareness campaign as
well as social extension services in various ways will be counted and remembered
for a long time. Country is sufferng from manpower crunch in case of
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implementing social outreach Programmes and awareness programmes. Trained
volunteers form senior colleges and universities can extend g great boost foe such
social initiatives for povernment, Therefore, colleges and universities nesd to
think of revamping the role of such programmes. Till the date students are
engaged in different celebrations and awareness programmes round the year, Now
disaster management and such courses need to be introduced in colleges as valye
added programmes especially for NSS and NCC students. The tramed students not
only would extend their services for society during their higher leaming but they
will continue helping SOCiety in every possible way in their life time. Such
students will set an example for next Eencration volunteers and of course for
society through their significant contri bution.
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BUDDHISM TO THE ENGAGED BUDDHISM :
A ROUTE OF PEACE AND HAPPINESS

A Dr. Sudesh B. Bhowate*

O ABSTRACT O

Post World War II life on our planet is changing rapidly than ever before. The progress and pace of life is

increasing with the advent of I'T and digital technology. On one hand nations are enjoying the blessings of luxury but on
the other it is dwelling under the threat of (nuclear) war from the superpowers and from the so called underdog nations.
Mass production of deadly weapons ironically to secure one's nation makes the other insecure. War affected Millions of
people lost their lives and an equal number of people became homeless wondering to get shelter as refugees in the
neighboring nations. The holocaust of war from every corner across the nations brings horrible narratives and
revelation of animalistic nature of human (citizen) with destructive weapons left no limits of cruelty. The paradox in the
human behavior especially of civilians is a matter of concern for the modern world. They are close to the religion yet
they are far away from the practical morality and values. When we look for peace, welfare and happiness of people we
need to seek refuge in welfare thoughts and philosophies developed in the past with the ideas towards social change.
For centuries Buddhism has been taken as a philosophical approach for the cessation of human suffering and to be
adopted as the welfare principles to any ideal state. In this paper I'm trying to reflect over the tenets of Buddhism and its

transformations as the engaged Buddhism by the Buddhist Masters towards social change.

Keywords :
equanimity, interbeing, Navayana, etc

Buddhism, social change, engaged Buddhism, Annata, Anatma, Nibbana, compassion, love, peace,

Introduction

Pre-Buddha India was rapidly approaching
urbanization and a new civilization. It was taking shape
under the fourfold Varnashrama dharma which was based
graded society. Contrary to this the rise of Buddha and his
Sangha developed hope for another practical communal
life based on liberty, equality, fraternity and justice.
Appealed by the Buddha's treatment of equality and
respect to self-dignity, contemporary Royal family
members, intellectuals, Businessmen, the marginalized
communities and ordinary men immediately accepted
Buddhism. Prof. Laxmi Narasu Says, “Gotama Buddha,
though born of an aristocratic and ruling class, lived the

life of an ordinary man, discarding the narrow

distinctions of caste, rank and wealth.” (Narasu, 2002:
19) Buddha's teachings and thoughts are reflected upon
every aspect of personal and social life.

When we talk of Buddhism we often wonder as to
why and how Buddhism can influence the world mind?
The answer is simply its Rationality. In such a time where
ideas of God, Goddesses and ghosts and spirits, salvation
and life after death were prevailed, Buddha came as a
teacher without any proclamation as super human being.
Buddha's teachings were not based on any dogma or
beliefs in God and Supernatural entity; it was the inquiry
into human life, their sorrows and sufferings of all strata
of men. Prof. Narasu maintains “Its goal isnot heaven or a
union with god or Brahman, but to find a refuge for man
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from the miseries of the world in the safe haven of an
intellectual and ethical life through self-conquest and
self-culture. ”(Narasu 2002: 21) Buddha's teachings were
systematic approach towards human problems and
miseries and he brought logical solutions to them through
self-efforts. Buddha invokes the inquiry into the
contemporary mind about anything which is related to
one's life. According to this belief which was established
in the past or in present should be questioned particularly
about its reliability by the self. In one of his discourses to
Kalamas of Kesaputta town in Kosala, Buddha advised
them to stand on the firm rock of fact and reason only.
Buddhism has no belief in anything which is not the
outcome of knowledge and factual realization.

Buddha in his first discourse to five disciples in
Sarnath which is known as Dhamma Chakka Pavattana
claimed that “he was the believer in the Majjhima
Patipada, the middle path, which is neither the path of
pleasure nor the path of self-mortification.” (Ambedkar,
1997: 120) According to Buddha both the extremes
stimulate the passion and the middle way leads to the
Buddha's
quest began in search of the causes of the sufferings to

subjugation of passion resulting in peace.

men. Therefore, Buddha's philosophy and teachings
revolve around human life. In fact emancipation of
human beings is at the center of his philosophy. In the first
sermon, Buddha claimed that “the centre of his Dhamma
is man and the relation of man to man in his life on earth.”
(Ambedkar, 1997: 121) To overcome human suffering
and to build a welfare society throughout his life Buddha
preached four noble truths, five precepts and Noble
eightfold path to his followers. The realization of
suffering and the cessation of suffering are at its base. The
path of purity means five precepts (Pacasilani) to be
observed by men for the purity of mind. These are held as
the fundamental moral code of conduct in Buddhism.The
Noble Eightfold Path is the fourth noble truth discovered
by Buddha. It is also treated as the path to end the
sufferings and attainment of Nibbana. The discourse on
Noble Eightfold Path is considered as the “turning of the
Dhamma wheel.” In his Book Buddha or Karl Marx, Dr.
Ambedkar commented that the aim of the Noble
Eightfold Path was to establish the kingdom of

righteousness and thereby to banish sorrow and
unhappiness from the face ofthe world.

Buddha's teachings revolve around the Three
Essential Principles of his doctrines and the three
universal characteristics Anitya (Impermanence), Anatta
(non-soul), and Nibbana (Enlightenment). These
doctrines not only makes Buddhism more rational but
offers its practical help to human welfare without letting
them wait for their fate after death. Buddha's scientific
approach towards life and rationality could be traced
from these three essential principles. A Buddhist accepts
that life that is constantly changing so also the universe,
therefore, death is inevitable. Buddha believes that
everything in this Samsara is bound to change. Such an
essential change he called 'anitya' (Impermanence) or the
law of impermanence.

The doctrine of 'Anatta’ i.e. soullessness or non-
soul is the root of Buddhist philosophy. Buddha's theory
of non-soul is the part of his theory of Nama-rupa which
is a composite of physical and mental elements. Four
elements i.e. earth, water, fire and air constitute the body
and consciousness is the result of the combination of
these four elements. Since all the functions are assigned
to consciousness and performed by consciousness, a soul
without functions is absurd. So Buddha opposed the
existence of the soul. “The body (rupa), O Bhikkhus, is
the soulless (anatta). If, O Bhikkhus, there were in this a
soul then this body would not be subject to suffering”
(Narada, 1988: 100)

Buddha talks of Nibbana and not nirvana.
Buddha's Nibbana could be attained during life itself
because death closes all possibility related to human life.
Buddha proclaimed in a fire sermon as the extinction of
worldly desires. Also in his first sermon in Sarnath
(Varanasi) he maintained that the attainment of the Noble
Eightfold Path is the Nibbana. “Nibbana is also explained
as the extinction of the fire of lust (lobha), hatred (dosa),
and delusion (moha).” (Narada, 1988:492) According to
Buddha anybody can attain Nibbana in this life, certainly
women too.

Buddha proposed the universal law of cause and
effect. The Law of Cause and Effect is the explanation of
any happening depending upon its antecedent state.
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According to Buddha one who destroys ignorance by
wisdom could reach the state of Nibbana. “Nibbana is a
condition of heart and mind in which every earthly
craving is extinct; it is the cessation of every passion and
desire of every feeling of ill-will, fear, and sorrow.
(Wright, Dudley, 1912: 40) Therefore, Buddhism held
ignorance as the chief'source of human suffering.

Buddha was an ardent supporter of Human Values
which essentially makes a man liberated being on the
earth. From the Buddhist philosophy and Buddha's
approach towards social life, we can easily build his idea
of Buddhist socialism which supports Liberty Equality,
Fraternity and Justice for harmonious coexistence of
different communities as a global society. Buddha
became influential because, a common man despite rank,
caste, creed and gender was at the center of his
philosophy. Whether a person is Brahmin the upper caste
or a Chandala, the lower caste or a woman of any
community, they enjoyed equal treatment and status in
the Sangha. Contemporary society was divided into
graded patterns therefore; a large section of society was
degraded up to the dehumanized state. These
marginalized people needed to be taken care of.
Therefore, Buddha developed his Sangha to teach these
values to men to bring about a society without
Buddha's
teachings included Moral Code of Conduct and wisdom.

discriminations and full of happiness.

We know of the war during Buddha's time between
two city states Sakyas and Koliyas which broke out of
sharing water for agricultural purposes. Buddha saved
thousands of lives from war killings and possible origin
of sufferings on both sides. Buddhism has been working
for the universal peace and brotherhood through
Buddha's teachings of Brahamavihara i.e. 'Sublime
Abindings'. “Here Brahma means sublime or noble as in
Brahamacariya (sublime life); vihara means mode or
state of conduct, or state of living.” (Narada, 1988: 535) It
has four aspects Metta, Karuna, Mudita and Upekkha. In
each generation Buddhist masters and monks ceaselessly
work to maintain peace and happiness wherever they go,
sometimes at the cost of their life or made to accept
exilement. Devoted disciples of Buddha as monks
constantly walking and helping rustics and elites on

Buddha's advice depicted in Vinaya Pitaka: “Carath
Bhikkhave Carikam, Bahujan Hitay-Bahujan Sukhay'.
“Go and wander for the gain of many, for the welfare of
many, out of compassion for the world, for the good, for
the gain and for the welfare of good and men. Let not the
two of you go the same way. Preach the doctrine which is
glorious in the beginning, glorious in the middle, and
glorious in the end, in the spirit and in the letter; proclaim
a consummate, perfect and pure life of holiness”.
(Radhakrishnan, 1949: 13) Following their Master's
word Bhikkhus are ceaselessly working for the welfare of
human society across the world.

Contemporary living Buddhist legends 'Nobel
Prize for Peace Winner' His Highness Dalai Lama XIV
and 'Nobel nominee for Peace' Zen Master Thich Nhat
Hanh are the champions of world peace. From his
writings and the lectures HH Dalai Lama is constantly
raising the subject of sufferings, threat of war and his
concerns for the future of human society. In the present
circumstances according to him, “there will be no future
worth living unless everyone now takes personal
responsibility for their own inner lives and universal
responsibility for pain and misery in the world...”
(Dresser, 1996:9) On the problems of continued war HH
Dalai Lama appeals for taking a journey of Bodhisattva
into the hearts of compassion and forgiveness. Zen
Master Thich Nath Hanh is known as the highly
intellectual Buddhist scholar, writer, poet and
philosopher. Hanh is responsible for developing many
institutions in Vietnam viz. an Quang Buddhist Institute,
School of Youth for Social Service and La Boi Press
which are helping people in spiritual and social growth.
He also has established his Mindfulness Meditation
Centre in Plum Village in France. Hahn is the promoter of
the novel approach of Buddhismi.e. Engaged Buddhism.

The concept of engaged Buddhism came after
Thich Nath Hanh's teachings of Buddhism to apply
Buddhist principles to human life crisis across the world.
He initiated the movement of engaged Buddhism from
the time of the Vietnam War. “Itis often said that suffering
is the gateway to compassion. By deep insight into the
nature of individual and social suffering, Buddhist
practice cultivates the qualities of attention, loving-
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kindness, and inner renewal that sustain a life of service.
Thich Nhat Hanh speaks of interdependence as central to
a Buddhist view of the universe—the “interbeing,” as he
puts it, of people, nations, and the whole ecological fabric
of the natural world.” (Harvard University: 2020: 2)
Hanh's thinking behind the engaged Buddhism to bring
about social change especially in such a time when war-
torn nations were passing through the subhuman
conditions. “During the Vietnam War, he and his
community of monks and nuns had to decide what to do
when the villages around them were being bombed —
should they continue to meditate in their monastery, or
should they go out into the streets to help the people who
had been hurt? They decided to do both — to help people
and to do so in mindfulness.” (Duerr, 2010) Reflecting
over engaging oneself in social welfare H.H. The Dalai
Lama maintains “It is not enough to be compassionate.
You must act. There are two aspects to action. One is to
overcome the distortions and afflictions of your own
mind, that is, in terms of calming and eventually
dispelling anger. This is action out of compassion. The
other is more social, more public. When something needs
to be done in the world to rectify the wrongs, if one is
really concerned with benefiting others, one needs to be
engaged, involved.” (Ecodharmacentre). According to
the Dalai Lama, Buddhist practices should be public
oriented and collective on compassionate grounds.

Dr. Ambedkar also initiated a movement of Social
change through the novel approach of Buddhism called
as Navayana. “His Navayana Buddhism came to be
identified as a form of socially engaged Buddhism,
paralleling movements for self-determination and
economic justice in Tibet, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Myanmar,
and Thailand. Further parallels to the Humanistic
Buddhism of China and Taiwan, the Nichiren-inspired
New Religions of Japan, and many engaged Buddhist
organizations in the West have been analyzed by
scholars.” (Queen 2014) Dr. Ambedkar gives his
followers twenty two precepts to live a life of rationality
and harmony with the society. On the other hand Thich
Nhat Hanh gives 14 precepts. Dr. Ambedkar's Buddhism
could be taken as the active Buddhism. He wants people
to “educate, organize and agitate”. This we can take as Dr.

Ambedkar's mantra of social change. Through this
mantra Dr. Ambedkar simply indicates Socio-economic,
political, educational and cultural development of
community to form an ideal society. Socio-political
approach towards social life cannot be separated from
Buddhism. Dr. Amdekar's indication is certainly
democratic governance. He cited an example in his book
“Buddha and his Dhamma ", when Buddha reflected over
the Ajatshatru's intention of invading Vajji. When
Ajatshatru sent a message to Buddha through a monk and
sought his opinion, Buddha told Ananda:

"So long, Ananda," rejoined the Blessed One, "as
the Vajjins hold these full and frequent public assemblies;
so long may they be expected not to decline, but to
prosper. "So long as they honour and esteem and revere
and support the Vajjin Elders, and make it a point of duty
to hearken to their words. " So long as no women or girls
belonging to their clans are detained among them by
force or abduction. " So long as the Vajjins respect and
follow religion. "So long, Ananda, the Vajjins may be
expected not to decline but to prosper and no one can
destroy them." (Ambedkar, 1997:407)

Dr. Ambedkar through this example cited that
Buddha believes in Democracy and he has firm beliefs
that no one can harm the country practicing democracy.
Conclusion:

The contemporary world is burning with passion
and desire resulting in war and hopelessness for
humanity. These politically motivated wars of crude
nationalism proving fatal to the civilians made them
homeless and left with endless sufferings. Atrocities,
rapes, tortures and pain of being exile tormented the mind
of war victims. Unfortunately the modern democracies
are choosing economic goals over social one. Therefore,
in the present scenario, welfare policies are influenced by
economic aspects towards capitalistic gains. There are
many incidents that can be cited from across the world
when due advantage is given to the capitalistic gain in the
name of growth but we need to look into the suffering of
people around us more. The capitalistic competition
provokes war amongst the nations for their interests. We
are constantly living under the threat of nuclear war. War
situation in the twentieth century destroyed many nations
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and disturbs the social fabric that continued in the twenty-

first century. The need of the hour is to think more of

social welfare besides economic gains. Buddhist

principles which are interpreted by Buddhist masters and

social revolutionaries are needed to be adopted for the

larger interest of world peace and happiness. In the

modern perspectives the socially engaged Buddhism

reinterpreted by living Buddhist masters Thick Nhat

Hanh and HH The Dalai lama gives a peaceful way

towards social welfare and happiness.

References :

. Narasu. P. Lakshmi (2002): The Essence of
Buddhism, Nagpur, Buddhabhoomi Publication

. Narada (1988): The Buddha and His Teachings,
Taipei, The Corporate Body of the Buddha
Educational Foundation

. Ambedkar, Dr. B.R. (1997): The Buddha and His
Dhamma, Nagpur, Buddha Bhoomi Publication

. Duerr, Maia (2010): An Introduction to Engaged
Buddhism, The Buddha, https://www.pbs.org/the
buddha/blog/2010/Mar/26/introduction-engaged-
buddhism-maia-duerr/ Retrieved on 20"
December 2020

. Ecodharmacentre: Engaged Buddhism,
http://www.ecodharma.com/articles-influences-
audio/engaged-buddhism#:~:text=As%20the%
20Dalai%20Lama%?20suggests%2C%20Buddhis

000

t%20practice%20is,0f%20action%20which%20a
re%20more%20public%%2C%20more%20collecti
ve. Retrieved on 20" December 2020

Harvard University (2020): Buddhism and Social
Action: Engaged Buddhism, The Pluralism
project, Harvard University, https://hwpi.harvard.
edu/files/pluralism/files/buddhism_and social a
ction-_engaged buddhism.pdf

Radhakrishnana, S. (1949) Gautama the Buddha,
Bombay, Hind Kitab Ltd Publishers (Retrieved
from www.internetarchieve.org)

Queen, Christopher S. (2014): Ambedkar
Buddhism, Oxford Bibliographies,
https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/doc
ument/0bo0-9780195393521/0b0-978019539
3521-0189.xml#:~:text=As%20 Ambedkar%?20
gained%20recognition%20as%20a%?20founding
%20father,in%20Tibet%2C%20Vietnam%2C%?2
0Sri%20Lanka%2C%20Myanmar%2C%20and
%20Thailand. Retrieved on 20" December 2020
Wright, Dudley (1912): A Manuel of Buddhism,
London, Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co Ltd
(retrieved from www.internetarchieve.org)

Lama, His Holiness the Dalai (1996): Essential
Teachings edited by Marianne Dresser and
translted by Zelie Pollon, New Delhi, North
Atlantic Books

Vol. 8 % Issue 29 * January to March 2021

SHODH SARITA @

QUARTERLY BI-LINGUAL RESEARCH JOURNAL




ISSN - 2229-3620
UGC CARE LISTED JOURNAL

January-March, 2021

’ .g:llg?iﬂ SANCHAR Vol. 11, Issue 41
' Page Nos. 56-60

AN INTERNATIONAL BILINGUAL PEER REVIEWED REFEREED RESEARCH JOURNAL

DEPICTION OF CULTURAL AND GENERATIONAL CONFLICTS
IN MAHESH ELKUNCHWAR'S OLD
STONE MANSION : AN ANALYSIS

] ABSTRACT ]

Old Stone Mansion is the popular stage play translated from Marathi Wada Chirebandi written by Mahesh

A Dr. Sudesh B. Bhowate*

Elkunchwar. The play has highly emotional appeal from the beginning till end unfolding the undisclosed traditional
family life in rural India signifying the title Wada Chirebandi. Joint family culture is still a distinct feature in majority of
rural India which is now coming on trial with the challenges from modernity and urbanization. The play progresses with
the two distinct but parallel conflicts, one is cultural and other is generational. The conflict stand before the family tests
the bonding of relations very severely which ends with the compromise by the members. The end of the drama also
brought a situation where new generation faced the deadlock and helplessness under the patriarchy and traditionalism.
The playwright here is not taking us towards the solutions to the problem but making us realize the very situation of
tension created out of contemporary social pressures which is shaking the roots of Indian culture. Therefore, we need to
understand the issues raised by dramatist on broader perspectives. This paper is an attempt to analyze the covert and
overt elements depicted in the play to bring the cultural and generational conflicts.

Keywords : Culture, conflict, joint family, modernity, urbanization, rural India, patriarchy, agricultural problems,

Tenants law, economic crisis, liberty, space, etc.

Introduction

Mahesh Elkunchwar is a popular Marathi
playwright and a retired professor of English. He is
considered as one of the great Marathi writers and widely
translated in different languages. The play The Old Stone
Mansion is written in 1984 in Marathi entitled Wada
Chirebandi focuses upon the declining culture of Wada
i.e. mansion. The drama focuses upon socio-political and
cultural change were occurring after independence in the
country, especially, the tenant's law and the landowner's
law implemented in the 1960s. Because of this a constant
tension is seen in this play. The tension came from both
ways, the tension from outside how the relationship
between the Brahmin land owner and the tenants is
working in the changed environment. On the other hand,
there is a generational conflict seen in a Deshpande
family of Dharangaon. The members from the old

generation are still stick with age old traditions and
customs whereas the new generation wants to move
ahead with the urban culture, want to educate themselves
and to have a new kind of job. The custom bound old
generation here in the village doesn't want to even own a
shop. Unavailability of career opportunities in village
new generation is constantly knocking the door of their
elders who rejected them on cultural pretext and creates a
deadlock.

Discussing about Cultural Conflict as a theory,
Jonathan H. Turner defines cultural conflict as a conflict
caused by “differences in the cultural values and beliefs
that place people at odds with one another”. (Wikipedia,
2020).
inherently unequal based on power differential related to

Conflict theory views that social structure as

issues like class, gender, race and age. For a conflict
theorist Culture is seen at reinforcing issues of privilege
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for certain groups based upon race sex class and so on.
The second theory which is applied in this article is
Generational conflict. “Generational Conflict arises
whenever the interests or ideals of one generation collide
openly with those of another. A generation is defined here
as a '"cohort group" that is born over a span of
years—typically about twenty—and that shares
characteristics, including some shared childhood and
coming-of-age experiences, a set of common behavioral
and attitudinal traits, and a sense of common identity.

The first cultural conflict (Urban versus Rural) in
the play occurs through Sudhir who had shifted to
Bombay many years ago returned to the village to
perform the thirteenth day rituals (Terahavi) of his late
father as he was unable to attend the funeral. To initiate
this ritual the family required a lot of money, especially to
spend on different odd rituals and mainly on the meal to
the entire village. Due to his adopting the life of Mumbai,
Sudhir had learnt the economic way; therefore he resisted
the proposal. The family at village is empty handed and
had already borrowed lots of money from outside, and
they were not in a position to even hope to get groceries
from the shopkeeper. Both the elder brothers don't want to
touch their own share in property from selling at this
juncture to save it for their own children. Sudhir passed
on a suggestion that they can have a small family program
His elder brother Bhaskar
rejected the possibility instantly, “Come on. That's the

to reduce the cost of rituals.

custom here. We have to feed the whole village on the
thirteenth day or we lose the face.” Sudhir was
dumbstruck and asked surprisingly, “And no thought for
the expense! Five thousand plates means at least twenty
or twenty five thousand rupees. Where will you get
that?” (Oxford, 2009: 168) Vahini intervenes in the
discussion to add the opinion of orthodox culture,
“Bhauji it is the last expenditure for a family elder. Do we
refuse it and get closer to hell.” upon which Sudhir
expresses his displeasure. “What old fashioned ideas,
Vahini!” (Oxford, 2009: 168) With this opinion in fact
Sudhir's suggestion collided with his orthodox elders
who did not agree to go with those suggestions.
Traditional culture bound Mother too when saw that her
sons are not resolving the conflict; she finally offers to

sell off the part belonging to her which brother agreed to.
In spite of the fact that the family was in a financial
crunch, the final rites of the late father were so important
for them to save their respect in the town they decided to
sell off part of the property to arrange money.

The second instance of cultural conflict occurs in
this drama with the tenants who were working on the farm
of Deshpandes. Before his death Tatyaji bought a tractor
to till his land, but labourers went against the tractor as it
was curtailing their labour. “Now the landlord has bought
a tractor, he'll till the land himself. They thought. They
were dead set against him.” (Oxford, 2009: 143) So they
did not support the tractor, which remained unutilized and
finally came to the front gate of the mansion as the Nandi
in Shiva Temple. In addition to this episode, Bhaskar
narrated a hostile environ against the Brahmins after the
tenants law implemented that too is indicative of cultural
conflictin the region:

“Then the land went to the tenants. We had to fight
it out in the law courts...I lost so much money doing that.
From top to bottom, they were Brahmin-haters, every one
of them. Didn't allow a single verdict to go in our favour.
Wining or dining with top officials isn't something I can
do. You don't know how difficult it is for Brahmins to
survive as a farmer.” (Oxford, 2009: 170)

Another instance of cultural conflict occurs with
the episode of Gaja the cook. The forefathers of the cook
were living in the family as the cook. But the cook Gaja is
not ready to work in the family since Deshpande's were
not paying his due wages to him. He found a way out to
get regular wages by joining a hotel as a cook. The
discussion between Sudhir, Bhaskar and Vahini unveils
this episode of cultural conflict:

Bhaskar: “Ungrateful bugger. This fellow's father
and grandfather spent their lives in the Deshpande
kitchen. This fellow couldn't care less.”

Upon Vahini's reminder over unpaid wages to
Gaja, Bhaskarreplied in anger

Bhaskar: “But who stood behind them in their
times of need? we'd have continued to do that. [ sent a
word to that Gaja : We are in mourning. help us out till the
rites are over.' Didn't show up, the bastard!” (Oxford,
2009: 145)
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The fourth conflict depicted in the play is
Deshastha versus Kokanastha sub-castes in Brahmin of
Maharashtra. As depicted in the play Deshastha of the
Amaravati region still follow their orthodox family
culture while Kokanastha of Mumbai region seems to be
modern. The two representative especially Vahini
belongs the former sub-caste while Anjali Sudhir's wife
belongs the later. In the play a subtle clash of ideas based
in culture on trivial issues between the two women was
often depicted by writer.

The second part of the paper is generational
conflict. The first generational conflict is seen between
the deceased Tatyaji and his elder son Bhaskar. Tatyaji is
the one who follows his old way of family culture and
traditions. When Bhaskar wasn't able to get educated, he
decided to run a dairy business. But father rejected the
possibility of running such businesses which could invite
disrepute to the family being the Brahmin Landowners.
The person who is rejected by his father later follows the
footsteps of the father in case of orthodox thoughts
helplessly and turned greedy.

Later the conflict between Bhaskar and his own
son Parag and daughter Ranju was seen in the play. Parag
failed in 12" standard but somehow he wish to continue
his education in the city since further education was
unavailable in the village. But out of prejudice against
him father wasn't supporting him. Without any work he
was reported to mingle with low men of the village and
consumes liquor. Bhaskar's daughter Raju too failed in
10" standard and she was attracted towards the cinema
life, she would always reading the filmfare magazines
and listen to the radio all the time. Her mother wants her
to clear 10" standard anyhow so that she could be engaged
with a good bridegroom. Therefore, mother sends her to a
local Brahmin young man for tuition, but she falls in love
affair with the man and elopes with him to Mumbai
carrying with her entire jewelry of family. Later she was
found by Uncle Sudhir deserted by the teacher in the hotel
and cheated with the entire jewelry. The
miscommunication between father and children resulted
in no bonding of love amongst them. Dr. Sandhya Amrute
on the episode of Ranju's elopement maintains: “that
attempt isn't indicative of maturity, but because of the

pressures of the established values; it brings deformation
to men, becomes faceless, and they started leaving the
track, reach to any level, itis indicative of that.” (Amrute,
1995:121)

A generational conflict could be seen from the
episode of Chandu in the play. Chandu youngest brother
of Bhaskar is the most neglected person in the family.
Since he is not educated, he does every core of household
duties and farm work too. He has no voice in the family.
“He works in the family as a servant and is not taken care
of when injured by the tractor. Bhaskar and Sudhir are
self-centered and think of their family only. Although
Chandu's future is dark, he is ready to sell his four acre
land to pay the debts of Bansilal. Chandu is also a victim
oftraditions and family lineage” (Sanap, 2015: 157)

Then another generational conflict occurs between
Tatyaji and Prabha. Prabha was a brilliant student and
scored meritorious marks in 10" standard. Energized with
the success she wanted to move to Amravati to get higher
education, but father didn't agree with the girls to go to
another town for education. Instead he told her to get
ready for marriage out of the old culture that not to allow
women out of the mansion. Family doesn't want Prabha's
education for yet another reason that Sudhir was already
taking education in town and the family couldn't afford
education of both. Later, father and family bring some
relations for Prabha for marriage but she went on
rejecting each one of them and later she passed from her
marriageable age. After Tatyaji's death she decided to
demand her share in family jewelry to pursue her
education and to settle in some job independently.
Unfortunately her dreams went in vain when Ranju lost
entire family treasure, made her shut the door of her room
in utter distress. Speaking about the fate of Prabha and
Ranju Sandhya Amrute maintain:

“A brilliant, having realisation of inner powers,
keeping her own ambitions, thinking with wisdom only,
having knowledge of changing time, having understand
about outer life she is Prabha and a causal by nature,
having no realisation of her inner potentials, no
ambitions, no understanding of outer world, she is Ranju
both comes to a common end. With the changing
circumstances of the family they were not allowed to go
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out. (Amrute, 1995: 120)

There is rural versus urban generational conflict
depicted in the play i.e. sons of Bhaskar and the son of
Sudhir. The effects of the lifestyle adopted by these two
brothers could be seen in their sons. Bhaskar's Son Parag
is a college dropout and not on good track in village while
Sudhir's son Abhay in Mumbai plays cricket and is
expected to pass 12" standard with merit. Inspite of being
belong to the same generation Abhay doesn't find Parag
as suitable as his company. Therefore, Parag who was
grown up in a village is not suitable to the urban culture so
rejected by his cousin Abhay. “Enough educational
facilities in the city and aware parents about the career of
the child, one of the successor of the Dharangaobnkar
Deshpande's fourth generation Abhay and there struck his
future in the village that Parag, it was clear that their life
streams will flow in different directions.” (Arvikar, 2001:
42) Inspite of the different way of bringing-up for these
two successors of Deshpandes, the one who grows in
village develops love for his cousin living in the city but
the another who grows in city have no sensibility to his
cousin living in village. Dr. Amrute reflects on this
generation gap: “Abhay and Parag are the two end of the
new generation. Abhay has blocked the Parag. In fact, the
legacy of the Tatyaji means of the Deshpande's comes to
both of them. But Abhay hasn't accepted it. Parag has to
accept it. Therefore, he felt the meanings of love, care and
sympathy. He loves the Abhay who lives distant; this is
the longing of unbreakable blood relations. But Abhay
has no such longing and attraction for Parag” (Amrute,
1995: 123) It is noteworthy here to understand that Abhay
has come out of the traditional approach of family values.
Therefore, on one hand Bansilal demolishes the back
house of the Wada is indicative of the gone by reputed
culture of the family but on the other hand Abhay has
demolished the bond of love and care.

The last generational conflict could be seen with
the three women who enjoy the place of being power
women in the family one after another. Once upon a time
Dadi was the power person when Aai came as daughter in
law. When Dadi lost her husband, Aai came to her place
and Dadi gradually lost her voice. Today Aai is facing the
same challenge after she lost her husband Tatyaji. Till

yesterday the footsteps of Vahini were unheard, but now
her voice could be heard with passing orders and sort of
taking control of the situation in the Wada. The closing
note of the play “Gradually Aai is begins to look like
Dadi” (Oxford, 2009: 198) is highly indicative of
generational conflict particularly for women where she
lost her place under patriarchy to the next successor.
Conclusion

Mahesh Elkunchwar's The Old Stone Mansion
brings many issues of Conflict and generations gaps in
the play. In the decade of 1980s when India was all set to
enter into a new era of technology, the Deshpande's of the
Dharangaon became representatives of the traditional
orthodox Brahmin family which was passing through the
transition from their old ways to the modernity.
Therefore, the family divides into two ways of thinking.
The cultural conflict from within the family and outside is
an indicative of new ways of life came from the
democratic air in the country. Prabha is the unfortunate
woman in the play struggling to get out of the orthodox
clutches. The family, on the other hand, is facing rebellion
from the labourers and household help. Sudhir is the
progressive person in the play who learns new economic
ways and leaves a hope for the new generation. In the
family of orthodox women old women were neglected.
The Dadi receives no responses from the family members
except disecased Tatyaji and now Chandu. Aai now
becomes a widow after Tatyaji's death, she is also in the
same way, the closing notes of the play maintained that
she was also looking like Dadi creates a sensibility in the
Elkunchwar's audiences. The playwright successfully
depicted the agonies of these women in the play and left a
question for society to think over the liberty of women
from the traditional family outlook. The rural
environment which crushes the dream of Prabhja is all set
to crush the future prospectus for Parag and Ranju in the
village. The playwright not only here is depicting the
generational gap within the family but also laments over
the pathetic situation turning against the new generation.
The cultural and generational conflict towards the end of
the drama seems to be merging into one that looks like the
two sides of the same coin. The changing democratic air
creates an urge to upgrade the living made the tenants
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protest for their rights. With the mode of developmentin

the light of urban pressure, a new generation in the village

find themselves suffocated, so they start rebelling against

the family limitations. In this way the playwright very

successfully depicted the generational and cultural

conflictin the play.
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Historic Traces of Ancient Hinayana Buddhist Learning

Centre (University) of Valabhi
Dr. Sudesh M. B. Bhowate

Abstract:

India has a rich tradition of higher learning from ancient times, A tradition
of leaming seems to be initiated from the forest Ashramas and grows further in
the historic developments to the skyscraper monasteries like Nalanda. The
Buddhist Education System evolved vis-d-vis WVedicas and Jainas, but
overshadows the other two from the period of the Great Emperor Asoka till the
invasions from Arabs and other counter-revolutionary attempts, Afier the schism
in Buddhist Sangha into Hinayana and Mahayana and especially following the
decline in Maurya dynasty, increase in Mahayana activities was seen. During the
heyday of Buddhist Universities in India many of the great Buddhist scholars
reported 1o be the follower of Mahayana hence helped in the growth of historic
Buddhist universities devoted to the Great Vehicle mostly. Unfortunately when
we look for the sources for the Hinayana leaming centers like Valabhi, a very few
references are left scattered in the history about the education system. These
(Hinayana) learning centers were equally superior in case of its education system
and its scholar teachers, but remain unreported in the History. During his visit
Xuangzang prominently mentioned Valabhi as the Hinayana learning center, but
when we go through the report of all three Chinese travelers we are given more
information of Mahayana following Universities than those of Hi
Historians compare the Nalanda university tradition to understand the Valabhi to
come to an unclear conclusion; coincidentally they speak more of Nalanda and
Taxily than the Valabhi. Therefore, the attempt of this paper is to connect
different threads of refierences in the history about Buddhist Monastic education at
ancient Vallabhi to develop a better understanding about the remnants of the
cemter.

Key Words: Hinayana, Mahayana, Buddhist Monastery, Higher leaming center,
university, royal patronage, grants, Faxian, Xuangzang, I-Tsing, archeology, etc.

Valabhi was one of the few known Hinayana based Buddhist universities in India,
The remains of the Valabhi University are situated around its present day modemn
name Valabhipur in Bhavnagar district of Gujarat. The fame of the university
which was situated in western India was quite equal to that of Nalanda which was
the Mahayana based university. For educational status in ancient India the rivalry
or competition between these two universities could be traced from the reporis of
Xuangzang and I-Tsing. Although we do not have much historical documents
about the growth of the university and its teachers and scholars (except Gunamati
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very many sects of different sorts. (Beal, 1884: 66-67) Xuangzang gives us an
idea that many rich people lived in this pant that were the sources of patronage to
the Buddhist education here and over hundred Sangharams means a complex of
educational centers. It was the region where Buddha already paid a wvisit.
Xuangzang also heard about the Buddha's dwelling in this region. “When
Tathagata lived in the world, he ofien traveled through this country. Hence Asoka-
raja reised monuments or built stupas in all those places where Buddha resied,
Scattered among these are spots where the three past Buddhas sat down, or
walked, or preached the law”, (Beal, 1884:267). Therefore, the region around
Valabhi had already come under the influence of Buddha's teachings from his
lifetime and later Ashoka built stupas and many monuments to guide locals for
Buddhist practices. The Buddhist educational center was already taking shape
before the foundation of Maitrakas bringing this region under their rule. “It might
have been promulgated there, a5 in southern Gujrat {Aparant), by the Buddhists of
Ceylon (Sinhadvipa). The name of one of these Buddhists, according to the edicts
of Asoka, the Mahavamsa and Dipvamsa, was Dharmarakshita™. (Vir, 1955
170) During the reign of king Milinda this region enjoyed popularity. Talking
about the fame of Valabhi, even [-Tsing reported the existence of Valabhi as the
Buddhist higher leaming centre equal to Nalanda. The earliest reference to
Buddhism in Valabhi is found in copper plate of Dhruvsena L “In I-Tsing’s time
there were two pre-eminent centers of leaming in Indie- Nalanda in the east and
Valabhi in the West. Speaking of the *Method of leamning in west (i.e. India), I
tsing says that it was usual for learners, after preliminary training, to resort to
Malanda or to Valabhi for further studies™, (Duit, 1962:230)

During the visit of Xuangzang, the King Druvapata was ruling the country
who was a Kshatriva as other rulers in the country. He is the nephew of Siladitya-
raja of Malava, and son-in-law of the son of Siladitya. According to Xuangzang,
“He is &f a lively and hasty disposition; his wisdom and statecraft are shallow.
Onite recently he has attached himself sincerely to faith in the three "Precious
ones ” Yearly he summons a great assembly, and for seven days gives away maost
valushle gems, exquisite meats, and on the priests he bestows in charity the three
garments and medicaments, or their equivalent in value, and precious articles
made of rare and cosily gems of the seven sorts™, (Beal, 1884: 267) Here when
Xuangrang mentioned the “three precious omes™ indicating hus attachment to
Buddhist three triple pems. Like the previous Buddhist kings he too was
organizing Buddhist assemblies where he would be generously supporting the
Buddhists.

Close to the Valabhi city 8 big Sanghrama was established and was
fourishing during Xuangzang's visit. He reported that “the great sangharama was
built by the Arhat Achara ('O-che-lo) ; here the Bodhisanivas Gunamati and
Sthiramati {Kien-hwui) fixed their residences during their travels and composed
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treatises which have gained a high renown”, (Beal,1884: 268) Dipakkumar Barua
confirmed the fact of Arhat Acharya with Sanskrit evidence. “This information
{of Arhat Achara) was supplemented by a grant of Dharasena Il of Valabhi, in
which the Sanskrit name of the founder was given as Atharya”. (Barua, 196%; 60-
61) “This monastery was known as the BAPPAPADIY A monastery (monastery of
the father) as was found in a grant to this vihara, made by King Druvasena Il in
circa AC 588", (Barnua, 196%: 61)

The period of the establishment of the great Sangharama was not reporied
but it must be during and after the Ashoka’s period, as we got evidence of
Ashoka's patronage to Buddhism to this part. Therefore, Buddhism was
flourishing around Valabhi, Hinayana and Pudgalvadin in particular. According to
Sukumar Dutta, “The growth of Valabhi as a centre of Hinayana Buddhism seems
to have started contemporancously with the foundation of the Maitraka dynasty
itself. Bhattraka was not Buddhist Himself, but a Saiva. Yet an old monastery
associated with his name, it's referred to as "Bhatiraka Monastry™ in one of the
grants (AD 567) of Guhasens, suggesting its foundation by Bhattraka himself.
{Dutt, 1962:226) He indicated Bhattaraka as the founder of the Bhatlaraka
Monastery, but we already know that Buddhism was available here and to that
Buddha's dwelling was evident through the tradition reported by Xuangzang
Therefore, Hinayana was already introduced to this part before Bhattraka granted
financial support to the Sangharama.

Following Bhattraka's reign the successor of the dynasty continued the
grams to the Buddhist Monastic practices here by granting finances to the
Monasteries and ceremonies. Bhattraka's granddaughter Dudda’s monastery then
became the nucleus of an extensive monastic group known as the 'Dudds’ group
of monasterics and was looked after by the State. (Dun, 1962:226) King
Dharsenal later grants finances to build a vihara for Acharya Sthirmaii,
Radhakumud Mukerjee supported the same, “Again in AD 580, King Dharasena |
made 4 grant in favour of another vihara called Sri Bappada which was founded
by Acharya Bhadanta Sthiramati™. (Mookerji, 1947; SR5-586)

As a matter of fact the different monasteries were the outcome of generosity of
royal patronage and local merchants. The monasteries built from the grants of the
Bhattraka’s successors and Buddhist following local rich merchants are as
follows:

Buddhadasa Vihara named after Acharya Bhadant Buddhadasa
Abhaytarika Vihara built by Nimma

Kaka Vihara built by Merchant named Kaka

Gohaka vihara built by Gohaka,

Yimalagupta Vihara built by Acarya Vimalagupta

Stiramati Vihara built by Sthramati (probably not the Vasubandhu's
descipel Sthirmati)

Lh b e e
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The complex of Buddhist monasteries indicated the different Buddhist schools
under it's nikaya's and under acharya’s were established under the royal
patronages helps develop Buddhist educational environment.

As a matter of fact, the Dudda Mandala of monasteries was for the use of
monks only. But there was another Mandala founded by one Yaksasr, which was
intended for nuns. It was always tradition that Buddhist sangha Nunneries are
quite separate from the Monk's residents, but they are close to them. In Valabhi
also we can locate these two mandala’s were developed for Monks and Nuns
separately. According 1o Sukumar Dutt, The names of these nunneries too appear
from the grants:

. Yaksasri vihara built by Yaksasri

2. Pumnannabhatta Vikara built by Pumannabhata

3. Ajita Vihar was builtby merchant Ajita.

“Both Siladitya | and Dhrovasena Il made grants 1o some of these nunneries™
(Dute, 1962:228)

From the grants 10 the monasteries and local Buddhist practices it is
indicated that they were all related to the Hinayana sect of eighteen Nikayas. “The
grants refer to the resident monk-community as “Arya Bhiksn Sangha, or as in
Guhasenn’s grant, as Sakyarya Bhiksu Sangha of eighteen Schools (Mikayas)- the
traditional numbers of schools in Hinayana Buddhism®. (Dutt, 1962:228-229)
From the grants sanctioned by the royal patronage it is also evident that these
grants were given to the Mahayvana school of Buddhism which was also
cstablished around the main mandalas. “Druvasena 11 made a grant to the
Monastery at the village of Yodhavaka, built by one Skadabhatta, the resident
sungha of which is described in the grant as ‘Maha-nikaya Arya Bhiksu Sangha’
where the expression Maha-Nikaya, most probably means Mahayanist, (Dutt,
1962: 229) Dr. Krishnakumari refered in her thesis that, “In the hey-day of
Valabhi, i.e. in sixth and the seventh centuries, the chief form of religion must
have been Mahayanism. it is possible that the the influence of Nalanda was
responsible for the growth of the Mahayana sect in Valabhi. The form of
Mahayana that prevailed in Valabhi was that of the Stavira school™ (Viri, 1955:
176)

From the Buddhist monastic tradition we learmt that Buddha Vibaras are
built to provide shelter to monks, for discourses and training of novices. The
Valabhi monasteries were no exception to this. In the book *Viharas in Ancient
India’, Dipak Kumar Barua maintained that The Valabhi monasteries were built,
as the inscriptions related, for three reasons, e.g. (a) to lodge the Buddhist Sangha
which gathered together from different quarter, and considered of Bhikkhus who
practiced the eighteen nikayas. (b) For the worship of Buddha-image and (c) for
the installation and maintenance of books (library). (Barua, 1969: 61) The special
grants to the library indicate the higher leaming centers at Valabhi besides the
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scholars who are creating the inseriptions here, The grants were sanctioned by the
royal patronages to purchase the manuscripts and books, “This monastery was
equipped with a library which was considered deserving a royal grant for the
express provisions for purchase of books (saddarmasya pustakopanchayartham, in
grant of Guhasena | of AD 559.)" (Mookerji, 1947: 386)

Besides the building of monasteries and library aids, the royal patronage
provided grants for the day to day ceremonies performed in the monastery. The
regular ritual performance was quite expensive which might not be possible
through the support of the lay followers. Therefore, royal patronage was received
for various items required for the performance of rituals. Sukumar Dutt mentioned
that “In the Hinayanist monastery in Valabhi, Buddhapuja the ritual image
worship seems to have been a major activity of the monks, attended with due rites
and ceremonies. The Kings on their granis provide for it; they include in the ilems
of expenditure the cost of incense, lamps, oil, flowers"”, (Duit, 1962:228-229)
According to Xuangzang image of seven Buddha in o Vihera built by the King
Siladitya shows that the worship of the image of previous Buddha and Gautama
Buddha was in vogue in the Valabhi ern. I-Tsing also reported of details of the
way in which Buddhist image was bathed and worshipped. “The priest in charge
of performing the ceremony of worshiping the image was known as the padmula
and the grants made special provision for his livelihjood”, (Viri, 1955: 175)
Sukumar Dutt further maintained that “Buddhist Vihar of the age, as we gather
from the Chinese records were open to all leamers, Manavakas (ordinary pupils)
as well as monks, it was not necessary to be ordained to take advaniage of the
learning dispensed by them. The Saivait Maitrakas would not be concerned with
the propagation of Buddhism”, (Dutt, 1962: 231) This indicates that Maiirakas
were tolerant towards the propagation of Buddhism in therr kingdom by the
Buddhist monastics while they themselves followed the Saiva belief.

It is a matier of inberest to know the skilled scholars of the Valabin
University and their further career. As we have seen that both monks and lay
persons could eam education here, therefore, laypersons did have a high prospect
of getting recognized by the royal patronages to serve the court. Mookes
muaintains that “Students of Valabhi like those of Nalanda, after graduation, used
to present their theories and even demonstrate their administrative falent to be
employed in government services related to I-ising. This shows that Valabhi
provided for other studies than the purely religious secular vidyas like dharma,
Niti, Vartta, Chikitsa Sastras. (Mookerji, 1947: 586) Altekar mentioned that the
fume of the university was such that from the eastern part of India Brahmins
would think of sending their wards to leam here, “Like Nalanda, Valabhi also was
not an exclusively Buddhist or Monastic center of Learning. Even Brahmanas
from the distant Gangetic plain used to send their sons to that place for higher
education™, (Alickar, 1944: 124)
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The courses taught in the university were completed in two to three years
with rigorous teaching leaming sessions s monastics. Like Nalanda it was known
for the intellectusl environment. Here not only monastic education was
disseminated but also scientific education was imparted on the basis of religion.
“The university was famous for its catholicity and mellecnual freedom. We are
told that the scholars from all parts of India used to assemble at Valabhi and stay
there for at least two or three vears to discuss ‘possible and impossible doctrines™.
{Altekar, 1944: 124). Alvekar further maintains that since Maitakas were peneérous
towards higher leaming “give direct grants for the purpose of meeting the general
expenses of the University as also for strengthening its hibrary™ (Altekar, 1944:
124), The scholars who completed their courses in the university received special
recognition from the community and Kings in particular, “They used to receive
some financial help to enable them to start their life. This continued 1o be the case
till ¢. 775 A. D, when the reigning dynasty succumbed to an Arab attack, which
resulted in the destruction of the city and of the Umiversity. (Altekar, 1944: 124)
the beginning Arab invasion began from the north-west and later to western part
of the country, therefore, Valabhi came under primary Arab attacks which caused
its destruction. Sukumar Dutt rejects the possibility of destruction coming from
Rashtrakutas of the time. “It came from the Tajjika (Arab) invaders-perhaps at
some time in the eighties of the eighth century AD. They reduced all its edifice to
rubble and dust including the Maitraka monasteries. (Dum, 1962: 231) The
Rashtrakutas kings like Dantivarman and Dharavarsa provided grants to the
Kampilya monasteries on the outskins of Surat. “A copperplate inscription of
Dantivarman dated 5. 789 (AC 867) recorded that, afier bathing in the rver
Puravi (Purna), the King donated lands at the request of the monk, Stiramati, in
favour of the Kampilya Vihara, where there lived five hundred Bhikkus of
Sinddhudesa. It may be presumed that the Buddhist monkish community
migrating from Sindh, due to probably Muslim aggression there, established a
monastery at Kalimpya which was already regarded as a sacred spot”. (Barua
1969 64) the movement of Arab invasion could be traced here during the eighth
century from the North-west pushing the Buddhist activities towards south.

In a nutshell, the region of Saurashtra blessed with the dwelling of Buddha
himself and later came under the royal patronage of Emperor Ashoka, gives us the
idea that the region was came under influence of Buddha's teaching from the
beginning and from the Ashoka's reign Buddhist monastic shelters were being
built. The beginning of higher leaming as per the historic evidence shows that
Maitraka kings came to this region during the decline of Gupta dynasty and
established the Valabhi as their kingdom. The status of kingdom to the Valabhi
helped flounishing the monastic education on university level here with the royal
patronage provided by the Maitraka kings and their successors. The significant
contribution came also from the local Buddhist following merchants for the
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building of monasteries and its maintenance, The fame of the university was not
less than the Nalanda which was the Mahayana educational center. The
development of Hinayana educational cemter at Valabhi with its scholars’
recognition all over the country was noteworthy. Unfortunately the death blow
came from the Arab invasion which caused the complete destruction. Though the
primary setback occurred in the eighth century, it continued to survive tll the
twelfth century when the forceful Arab aggression caused the complete extinction
of the university. Yet the university crcated its high benchmark being only
Hinayana University in India.
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