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The contributors of the research papers from Indian and
abroad provide broader spectrum of interrelated issues on caste and
gender. We hope, this anthology of research papers would enlighten
all those engaged in academia and socio-political activism to further
enhancement of human life.

April 2018 Dharamdas Shende
Nagpur Sanjay Palwekar
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Song of Revolt in Therigatha:
Rejection of ‘Controlled Sexuality’
and ‘Caste Superiority’

Sudesh Bhowate

The history of women in India is a trajectory of their lost liberty
from a matrilineal liberal individual to the subjugated woman under
patriarchy through male domination. Caste domination and
patriarchy, the tools developed to control her sexuality to preserve
the purity of the groups of kin, later developed into water tight
compartments of class/caste. Women were viewed as the central
object to develop caste politics in the history. Buddhist Theris (nuns)
were perhaps the first women poets in the world. They not only
vocalized their agonies and sufferings of subjugation as being
women, but also revolted against the patriarchy by entering
Buddha'’s Sangha to forge their identity. Buddha seems to be a
guiding light to them who himself rejected the unequal social order
of the time and the illogical religious beliefs. His equal treatment of
woman and granting them opportunities to build an identity as a
‘learned’ equal, on par with their male counterpart, attracted the
women towards Buddhism. Therigathas, the poems by these nuns,
document the life narratives of the contemporary Bhikkhunis
(Buddhist nuns) who reached enlightenment. In the stories of these
oppressed women, among the many themes, we can see a revolt
against the control of women'’s sexuality and against caste politics
aided by patriarchy. This research paper is an attempt to investigate
and trace the historical development of women’s subjugation
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through the Therigatha and its context and to understand the revolt
of Buddhist Nuns through their narratives.

The subordination of women in Indian society has a close
relation with the caste system and graded social structure which is
Justified by Hindu religious scriptures and its practices. The process
of degradation of women from the Vedic period is well explained
by Gail Omvedt;

Vedic society was a male dominated one, like most nomadic
pastoral societies. However, ‘patriarchy’ as such began only with
the rise of the state and the beginning of class based exploitation
and this happened most clearly in India around the middle of the
first millennium BC. Women are associated with the household,
and as childbirth begins to weigh them down they became tied to
it, increasingly subordinated to the dominant patriarch in the
emerging household-based kin system” (Omvedt 2003: p81)

Caste as a unique feature of Indian society makes the
distinction between high and low status of men determined by their
birth. According to G. S. Ghure, castes were groups with a well-
developed life of their own, the membership of which, unlike that
of voluntary association and of class, was determined not by
selection but by birth. (Ghure 2014: p2) Uma Chakravartywritesthat
religious scriptures are responsible for the origin of caste: “the caste
system comprises a series of hereditary groups or jatis characterized
by hierarchy or gradations according to ritual status. The basis of
inequality underlying the caste system in India is application of
evaluative-value based-standards in placing particular castes as high
or low. These standards are rooted in Dharmashashtras, the religio-
legal texts of the Hindus”. (Chakravarty 2006: pl0) In his article
‘Caste in India’ Dr. B. R. Ambedkar gives the reason for the
development of caste in the country as: “Prohibition or rather the
absence of intermarriage-endogamy, to be concise is the only one
that can be called the essence of caste when rightly understood.”
(Moon, 1979: 8) Also in the essay he claimed that for creating
superiority on all the other communities, Brahmins created the
caste. From the analysis of caste he comes to the conclusion that to
create and perpetuate endogamy was the same as perpetuation of
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caste. He gives the analogy of surplus men and women and their
place, when they become widower and widow. To maintain the
gender equilibrium within the caste, different means were used, like
celibacy, sanyasa or child marriage and burning the widow on the
funeral pyre of her husband (sati). ‘This (sati) was forbidden
initially to Brahmana wives and there are few cases of any
references to lower caste women doing so. Possibly in many cases it
was an assertion of higher caste status conveniently requiring only
the women to burn’ (Thapar 2014: p2 67).The tradition of ‘sati’ was
taken from the vedic sources where widow would lie on the funeral
pyre of her husband and later would marry the brother of her
husband and remain as the property of the family. Sati was more
predominant among the higher castes whereas Niyoga (controlled
sexual relations of the widow with others) was popular amongst
lower castes. The caste system as a closed class was systematically
created for maintaining purity and later it percolated down to all the
other lower classes.

If caste is one side of the coin, patriarchy the other side of the
same within Indian culture. Patriarchy is one of the ‘means’ of
regulating the caste system: by controlling the sexuality of women
and maintaining endogamy the caste divisions are ensured.
According to the ancient patriarchal culture followed even today
women are supposed to follow the rules of Dharmashashtras: the
ideal wife should be devoted to her husband and the household. An
ideal wife should be loyal to her husband, steadfast and chaste.
“This meant that the ideal of a wife was the one dancing at the will
and command of the husband”. (Gupta, 1982: 59). Women are
controlled by men as advised in the Manusmriti: ‘a woman is under
the surveillance of her father when unmarried, of her husband
when married and finally of her son when widowed.” (Thapar,
2014: 269). Here a crucial question is answered by Romila Thapar
as to why the patriarchal control over women's sexuality is vital to
ensure caste purity, “where identity is determined by birth and is
crucial as in caste, it is essential to know the parentage. In order to
maintain the rules of the caste it is essential to keep woman under
control. This is obvious because ultimately only a woman knows
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the biological father of her child. Caste and patriarchy are therefore
inseparable”. (Thapar, 2014: 270). Honour killings and lynching for
“Love Jehad” are the modern avataras of the earliest brutalities
against women for breaking caste rules. To maintain the patriarchal
mindset motherhood was glorified and monitored through rituals.
Feminist historian Uma Chakravarty states, “motherhood itself was
idealized and ritualized, and numerous rituals were prescribed,
starting with marriage, going on to conception, and then to birth of
the ‘son’ to ensure safe delivery of the male child.” (Chakravarty,
2006: 69). Glorification of mother is mentioned in Manusmriti,
saying that women were created for the purpose of childbirth and
worthy to worship. Leela Dube while observing puberty rituals in
several castes of Orissa and Maharashtra concludes that the
message of these rituals is clear, the girl has become a sexual being
and this calls for restrained behavior on her part and emphasizes the
need for protection and vigilance. Leela Dube further maintains
“Restrained and controlled sexuality is a pre-requisite for socially
sanction motherhood. The puberty ceremony informs the people
within the kin-group and the jati that the girl has come to an age
and her marriage is open to negotiation. The mechanisms which set
limits and restraints also sacralize and sanctify sexuality.” (Dube,
2006: 13) It has been observed that the tight control over female
sexuality was prevailed more in high castes, and according to Uma
Chakravarty it is their rationale for purity and impurity. The pre-
pubertial marriages in upper caste girls were conducted to own the
unpolluted womb of the wife as the sexual property of the husband
before she began to menstruate, immediately after which the
garbhadharanam or consummation ceremony would be completed.

To maintain the caste purity, endogamy was (is) strictly
followed in the Indian Hindu culture where marriages play a crucial
role for maintaining purity within the caste through the chastity of
woman. Contrary to the women, men are kept free from these
restrictions and promiscuity encouraged. To ensure “caste as an
enclosed class” marriages are glorified where wives are tied to their
husbands for seven lives, whereas divorce is looked down upon due
to a fear of caste disintegration in society. Gender bias in the Indian
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society is developed especially to protect the close class of caste and
patriarchy appears to be deeply intertwined with caste to control the
female sexuality through ensured endogamy.

Contrary to the graded society, based on inequality in the Pre-
Buddhist society, the rise of Buddhism developed hope for an
alternate society based on liberty, equality, fraternity and justice.
Women were treated as equals in Buddhism and considered capable
of Nibbana (enlightenment). Buddha’s teachings were not based on
any beliefs in god and supernatural entity; it was the Inquiry into
human life, their sorrows and sufferings of all strata of men.
Buddha’s teachings were based on human values and man was at
the centre of his philosophy. He shows his utter disagreement with
the superiority of Brahmin and inferiority of lower communities:
“By birth is not one an outcaste, by birth is not one Brahmin. By
deeds is one an outcaste, by deeds is one a Brahmin” (Narada 1988:
308)

Realising the importance of women in the society, Buddha
helped raising the status of women by establishing the organiation
of nuns, Bhikkhuni Sangha. Initially he resisted to take them in the
sangha, buthe was convinced by his disciple, Ananda and his foster
mother Mahaprajapati Gotami by her determination to enter the
sangha. He accepted her in the sangha as the first Buddhist Nun.
Buddha’s concern for the upliftment of women can be substantiated
with the example of the story about the King of Kosala. Hearing
news of the birth of a daughter he was displeased, but Buddha
comforted him with the words: “a women child, O lord of men,
may prove even a better offspring than a male” (Narada 1988: p
313) Buddha opened up a platform for women from all strata
society without any discrimination. “When Buddha admitted
Chandal women in the sangha, King Pasenjit, Brahmins and
kshatriyas came to remonstrate on his conduct. Buddha
demonstrated to them the futility of caste distinctions by simple
reasoning.” (Narasu 2002: 70). Buddha’s great disciples were from
different strata of society. Among Theris there were Ambapali the
courtesan, Vimala the daughter of a prostitute, Purna the daughter
of a slave and champa the daughter of a hunter. Thapar writes,
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“Buddhist texts did not support sati and widows were instead
offered the option to become nuns if they so choose. Some of the
votive inscriptions at Buddhist stupas record donations by widows”.
(Thapar 2014: 286) Nowhere in Buddhist texts can one find that
Buddha discriminated between his disciples. Therefore, in such a
liberal environment, it was possible for the Theris to be bold and
expressive while narrating their feelings without any hesitations.

Therigatha is one of the important volumes of Tripitaka of
Buddhism that comes under Khuddak Nikay (Minor Collection).
Since these Theris (Nuns) were contemporary to Buddha, their self-
narratives are included in the Pali canon of Tripitaka along with
Buddha'’s teachings. The importance of this book is immense in the
context of history since this is the first book to be based upon
women narratives. It is no exaggeration to call it the first clarion call
of women’s liberation and rebellion against patriarchy. Referring to
it, Uma Chakravarty says that the search for identity outside the
domesticity, in case of women, goes back to sixth century B.C.
Seventy threeTheris who attained supreme enlightenment
(Arhathood) wrote some 522 ‘gathas’ their story from “being” to
“becoming”. Chakravarty writes, “in these poems women spoke of
their joy at leaving behind the drudgery of the kitchen, and the
brutalities of husband. They also spoke of the space they found for
themselves as they entered the sangha and practiced self-
awareness.” (Chakravarty 2006: 95). Learning from Buddha to
understand their sufferings and find the way to overcome it by
practicing the Noble Eightfold Path, they realized the change from
their past life of patriarchal domination to the present life of ‘mukti’
i.e. liberation from all desires and deeds. Charles Hallisay, English
translator of Therigatha, found these poems to be the ‘central
Buddhist teachings on ‘annicca’ i.e. impermanence. Professor
Vimalakirti maintains, “Theris appeared in this Therigatha comes
from the different strata of contemporary society, therefore, each
has different kind of sufferings. They are all suffered and oppressed
by social system; hence their sufferings are due to the social systems
only.” (Vimalakirti, 2011: 19) The Theris overcame their sufferings
and found the optimism in the new life as Bhikkhuni. Here they
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were free to gain knowledge and free from the dark traditions of
culture that originated from Vedas. In appreciations to Therigatha
Rhys Davids the great scholar of Pali Tripitaka and founder of Pali
Text Society, London says,

a good many of these verses are not only beautiful in form but
also gives evidence of a very high degree of mental self-culture
which played so great a part in the Buddhist ideal of the perfect
life. Many of the women who joined the order became
distinguished for high intellectual attainments as well as for
moral earnestness. Some women of acknowledged culture are
represented not only as being the teacher of men and as
expounding the deeper and subtler points of Dharma, but also as
having attained the great peace which is the final result of
intellectual illumination and moral earnestness. (qtd in Narasu,
2002: 91)

The Theri Sumangalamata was born in a very poor family and
married to an umbrella maker who did not give her respect and
treated her badly. To support her family she had to beat the paddy
for rice had meager dirty clothes to wear and her husband
considered her to be mere object. So to be free from these sufferings
she joined Buddha Sangha and attained enlightenment. She
expresses her supreme bliss as:

Dear one who is quite freed, dear one who is quite freed,
I too am well-freed from pestle;
My shameless husband, even the sunshade he worked under

And my pot that stinks like a water snake all disgust (Hallisay
2015:p 21)

Their Adhkashi belonged to a rich family. But she was not
content with the family affairs in her parents’ home which she
found devoid of culture. She left her home one day and ended up in
prostitution. Here she realized her value as a human being which
was broken into pieces by her lusty customers. Therefore, she
renounced this life and joined the Buddhist Sangha which
transformed her. Theri Adhkashi’s entry into the Sangha was a
rejection of the social norms which exploited her through
prostitution,
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There is a reason why I was called “Half-kashi”

As much as the country of kasha was worth

My price was just the same/While that was once my value
After too many customers/My worth was cut by half.

By then I had enough/Of what my body brought

And wearied I turned away (Hallisay 2015: p 23)

Theri Anupama was beautiful girl as her name indicates. She
became a nun to escape the humiliation of being examined as an
object in the marriage market and “bought” in marriage for gold.

I was born in a good family with great wealth and many

possessions

Good looking, T was Megha's very own daughter

I lived up to my name which means “without compare”

I was sought after by princes, coveted by sons of millionaires

Until one sent my father a message: give me Anopama.

I will give eight times what your daughter Anopama

weighs in gold and silver as bride price” (Hallisay 2015: p 83)

The narration by Theri Isidasi is terrible and pathetic. Though
from a wealthy family and married into another, she was constantly
exploited in her in-laws house and finally driven out. Her father
arranged a second marriage but it ended in a similar manner. Later
her father married her to a renunciant and brought him home but
her husband abandoned her to go back his sanyasa. In her story of
past lives, she narrates the pathetic story of one who was repeatedly
exploited, as every husband wanted to possess her but did not
respect her as a person. The closing lines of her narration are
indicative of how a women’s sexuality was controlled by patriarchy.
“His son Giridasa noticed that I had reached puberty/In my
sixteenth year and he claimed me as his own” (Hallisay 2015: p
209)

Abhaymata’s real name was Padmavati, she was the prostitute
(Ganika) of Ujjain who gave birth to the son of King Bimbisara of
Magadh, named Abhaya, who became a Buddhist monk and later
gave discourses to his own mother. Inspired by his discourses,
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Abhayamata left her profession as an object of entertainment, and
became a nun.

Theri Punna was born as a servant in the house of Buddha’s
devotee Anathpindika. When she converted a Brahmana into
Buddha’s faith, Anathapindika released her from bondage. She got
enlightenment. As a tradition a Brahmana was taking a bath to
wash his sins in a river. Seeing this Punna advised him with the
wisdom she learned from Buddha:

Who told you that,

Like a know-nothing speaking to a know-nothing,

That one is freed from the fruits of an evil act

By washing off in water?

1t is that frogs and turtles/ Will go to heaven

And so will water monitors and crocodiles,

And anything that lives in water,

As will killer of sheep and killer of pigs,

Fisherman and anitnal trappers,

Thieves and executioners,

Everyone who habitually does evil?

They are freed from the fruits of their evil acts

If these rivers can just carry away the evil already done?
But these rivers might carry away all the good done too,
You'll be beside yourself about that,

Aren’t you afraid of that, Brahman,

Each time you go down into the river? (Hallisay 2015 p125)

This poem not only depicts Theri Punna’s wisdom but it also
unveils the rationalism of Buddhism versus superstitions led by
Brahmins of the time,

Enlightenment, i.e. Nibbana, considered as the ultimate goal
of any Buddhist, means departure from craving. It is the experience
of supreme bliss and peace of mind. In the Fire Sermon Buddha
says, “The whole world is in flames. By what fire it is kindled? By
what fire of lust, hatred, and delusion; by the fire of birth, old age,
death, sorrow, lamentation, pain, grief, and despair it is kindled”,
(Narada 1988: 492) He maintains that the extinction of these fires is
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Nibbana. Through the teachings of Buddha and the practice of
Dhamma in the community of Sangha, Theris were able to forge
their identity as independent beings, away from male dominance.
Sumangalamata achieved enlightenment by extinction of her anger
and cravings. She narrates her blissful mind after enlightenment as:

As I destroyed anger and the passion for sex
I was reminded of the sound of bamboo being split
I go to the foot of a tree and think, “Ah, happiness”

And from within that happiness, I begin to meditate.
(Hallisay 2015: p 21)

Theri Sona, who gave birth to ten sons and suffered the
humiliations of a patriarchic family system, waited a long to get
happiness in her life. When her husband became monk, she had to
support the family by sacrificing her own happiness. Though she
wanted to renounce domestic life, being a woman, it was only
when, in the Manusmriti ideology, she became the responsibility of
her sons and daughters-in-law that she was made up her mind to
leave them. Entering the Sangha was no easy task for her at such an
advanced age, and to achieve the desired goal of enlightenment. But
due to the conducive environment and support from the Bhikkhuni
Sangha she succeed in achieving Nibbana, the supreme bliss. She
writes, “I cultivated a state of mind/That depends on nothing else
and cannot be measured/I become focused, collected/I am free,
and I will always be completely free” (Hallisay, 2015: 63).

Theri Uppalavanna is another example of a woman who
belonged to reputed family, and became Bhikkhuni in her youth
because this intelligent woman developed an aversion to household
life and was not ready to get married because huge offers of bride
price and threats of abduction formed the environment of her
marriage. Her aversion for sexual life is present in the lines below
and in another poem where she narrates a story of a mother and
daughter who due to lust both married a young man who was a son
and brother to the women. When they discovered the reality of their
relations they were filled with remorse and each of them became a
Buddhist nun and the son as monk. Theri Uppalavanna writes:
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The pleasures of sex are like swords and stakes
The body, senses, and the mind

Just the chopping block on which they cut

What you call the delights of sexual pleasures
Are no delights for me now. (Hallisay 2015: p 121)

The Buddha gave equal opportunity to both men and women,
irrespective of their social background or past moral conduct to
become Bhikkus and Bhikkhunis; to forge their real identity and
reach supreme Nibbana. These Theris were great disciples of
Buddha, known for their deep knowledge and understanding of
Buddha’s teachings, and helped in the awakening of many other
women.

During the times of Buddha, Indian society was advancing
towards urbanization and the Vedic culture steeped in its rituals and
traditions. The women of the time were certainly under the
domination of patriarchy that restricted them within the household
duties, whether it be the kitchen, childbirth or devotion towards
husbands and parents-in-law. Apart from paying bride price to
obtain a wife, omen were forcibly abducted for marriage and later
used as sex object. Those who resisted or when more than two or
more prospective grooms come forward in competition, the girl had
to become a ganika, a kind of sophisticated prostitute for them.
Women of the time, due to Buddha’s teachings, found a ray of the
hope to forge their identity and womanhood by entering the Sangha
as the men of the time were doing. The confidence showed in them
by Buddha for their potentialities to reach supreme knowledge and
Nibbana, was a boosting of morale to them. Not only did they
become influential nuns, but they also taught many men as their
disciples. They reached the height of popularity as their counterpart
in the field of knowledge and helped other women embroiled in
domestic roles. In the following centuries, as Buddha had declared
that the influence of Buddhism will decrease after five hundred
years, we witness the degradation of the status of women within the
family. The symbolic sati tradition was in force and women were
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more subject to the impurities and objectified with the role of
reproduction and household duties like slaves.

The Theris resisted an unjust, caste based, patriarchal social
order. Though they were from different stratas of the society, they
lived together and helped each other in attaining their Nibbana. The
Therigatha is a historic document of women's liberation and a
milestone in the feminist movement, being the first vocal
expressions of women in the world. By rejecting the ‘Controlled
Female Sexuality’ these Theris showed that women's bodies need
not be used as vehicles for caste reproduction as was conspired by
the Dharmashastras. They also rejected many other forms of
patriarchal male domination and their self-narrative poems have a
relevance to Indian society even today.
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Post Ambedkar dalit leadership is often
questioned for their contribution to the
development of society. It was such a time when
leaders were engaged in baking their cakes on
political hearth. There are a very few who were
consistently engaged in the social cause through
their contribution in terms of socio—cultural and
educational development. Dr. Ambedkar himself
found education as the key to all round
development of the community; therefore,
through his Bahishkrut Hitkarani Sabha he
established schools and hostel for the backward
communities in 1920s-30s and brought a massive
educational awakening. Later he found People's
Education Society for Higher Educational
Development. But After Dr. Ambedkar focusing
on the educational development of the community
was never been the priority to the leaders.

From the beginning support from Nagpur
and Vidarbha put a great impetus to the Ambedkar
movement. Many meetings of scheduled caste
federations were held in Indora where Dr.
Ambedkar himself had participated number of
times. Such an area like North Nagpur from where
a large number of supporter and activists
participated in Ambedkar movement was later
remained ignored by post Ambedkar leadership.
Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik unlike other leaders
while doing his medical practice in Indora Nagpur
grieved with the pathetic conditions of people
with higher education. The beginning of P.W.S.
College by him in Indora was a great revolution in
late 1960s. The institution not only fulfilled the
educational need of the people but also brought a
ray of hope to weaker section of society majority
of which were dalits, OBCs, Muslims and Tribal
for having a dreamy career through public and
private sector employment.

In the leadership of Dr. Madhukarrao
Wasnik teachers and employee of the institution

Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik: A Visionary Ambedkarite
Politician and Educationist
Dr. Sudesh Bhowate

initiated many projects directly helping e s
and brought all round social awakening &=
later period Dr. Wasnik when he was enz=
with his active role in Republican Party &% &
under the leadership of Barrister Raiss
Khobragade and later when he joined congress
never had shifted his attention from
institution. Also From the beginning Dr. Was
concentrated on the youth from dalit comms
for their skill based development because 15
were the future pillars of the community. Indis
Institute of Youth Welfare (ITYW) is one of sus
project where he initiated an organized vocations
training for the youth of the region, especially &
girls. His contribution in educational field comss
as another feather in the cap 'Indira Gandhi A=%
and Commerce College', in rural area Iz
Kalmeshwar in 1984. During last 50 years these
institutions under the leadership of Dr. Wasnik has
made a significant contribution in the higk
educational development of the backwars
communities of suburban and rural part of
Nagpur.
The life of Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik is full
of struggle and hardships. It is highly inspiring 1
the present generation who might found
themselves be trapped between personal and
political career. Dr. Wasnik enjoys his loved
Medical Profession as well as his involvement in
Political sphere to continue the works of Dr.
Ambedkar. The achievements and opportunities
in medical academics and politics come in his way
through hardship only and there was no looking
back. On occasion of 50 years of P.W.S. Arts and
Commerce College which is now extended with
his own name, the brief life sketch of Dr.
Madhukarrao Wasnik would certainly be
motivating and inspirational to students and youth
of'the present generation. i




Hardships and Struggle of Family:

Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik was born on 23"
January 1935 in Ganeshpur (Bhandara) at
scheduled caste matriculated Bidi Kamgar father's
home. The name of father was Shyamrao Thunaji
Wasnik and mother's name was Kamalabai. He
was also raised in the family of freedom fighters.
One of his Cousins Late Kamal Wasnik becomes
martyr during Quit India Movement in1942.
Another Cousins late Premnath Wasnik was
involved in the Goa Liberation movement and
later elected as the MLA. Therefore, patriotism
and social work was naturally inculcated in him
from the childhood. Tt was the time when
education was not easily available to backward
communities in village. As his father understood
the importance of education to overcome from
poverty due to Dr. Ambedkar's movements, so he
directed his children on the path of academics.
Unfortunately Madhukarrao was 14 only when he
lost such a visionary father and left the
responsibility of three bright children on his
mother Kamalabai's shoulders. Fatherless
Madukarrao's childhood passed through many
hardships due to poor and pitiable condition of the
family, but his mother took all care for her
children's studies so that they might not go away
from education. To support his education in the
year 1954 he started working in Mahar
Regimental Centre, Sagar (M.P.) for few months.
His Mother always told her son that he must
educate himself and become a doctor and
eventually serve the have-nots. Madhukarrao
passed his inter from Govt. Science College,
Nagpur and took admission in Govt. medical
College, Nagpur which he completed in 1960 and
later passed DCH in 1965.

Careerin Medicine and a Devoted Physician:

Due to driving forces from his family
background he turned toward medical education
for social service. When the famous freedom
fighter late Shri Marpakwarji opened a school in
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Lashkaribag Nagpur, Madhukarrao who was a
student of MBBS, he started teaching in a school
out of the inner urge to do something for the
community. After completing his MBBS he
started his medical practice at four centres in
Indora, Sadar, Gaddigodam and Ambedkar Marg
the then known as slum areas. These centres were
overly crowded with patients from morning till
late night. He charged a very meager fee for his
poor patients. Many a times these patients had
nothing to pay but Dr. Wasnik gave them
treatment and medicine. Sometimes he carried
critical patients to medical college in his own
vehicle personally. Due to such a nature, within a
short span of time he became the leading
practitioner in Nagpur. His sincere remorse for his
patients who came from very poor backgrounds
became the key to his popularity. Being a
Pediatrician he organized many health camps for
children. With the growth of his popularity he
became the first doctor to start a multispecialty
clinic in North- Nagpur in 1970s which was
inaugurated by Ex Union Minister Late Babu
Jgajivanram and Ex. Home Minister of M.S. Late
Shri. Balasaheb Desai. To take care of daily wage
carners and Molkarin's (A domestic help) kids he
started Balvihars in Indora. Also he stated
Sutikagruha (maternity home) for women in1971.

Education as a Key to the development of
Backward Communities:

North Nagpur was earlier known as very
backward and surrounded by slums. Workers of
Model Mill and Empress Mill who migrated from
the far and the surrounding Districts were living
here in huts and make shift shades. Except
Municipal Corporation School no educational
institutions were available here. Therefore,
Students from these areas were struggling to get
higher education due to unavailability of Higher
Educational Institutions. Students had to walk 8-
10 km to attend colleges in 1960s. Hundreds ofhis
patients had narrated to Dr. Wasnik their children's




troubles in getting education. Especially
travelling to attend distant college for girls in
those days was not safe. Dr. Wasnik was the first
social worker who understood people's troubles at
that time. Being a hard core follower of Dr.
Babsaheb Ambedkar whom he personally met in
1954 in Bhandara, he understood the importance
of education for the progress and development of
the backward communities. He himself acquired
degrees in Humanities and in Law apart from his
medical is indicative of his personal love for
knowledge and studies. Also during his practice
he comes in contact with Education Minister
Madhukar Chaudhary and later long association
with him had a strong influence on Dr. Wasnik.
Chudhariji also insisted him to open school or
college to help these poor people. Dr. Wasnik
without delay established People's Welfare
Society's in 1967 and it's Arts & Commerce
College in 1968 in Indora to promote higher
education and self-dignity among them. His close
friends like Dr. R.R. Bhole, Shri. Balaraj Aher, Dr.
Sankale, and Shri. Wamanrao Gedam supported
him for the establishment of the college. A fter his
medical practices and presently his initiation of
higher educational institute in the area, North
Nagpur becomes his Karmabhoomi. It is a matter
of fact that PW.S. Arts and Commerce College
established on the piece of land which he bought
for opening a Multi-specialty Hospital of its own

type in Vidarbha region. The urgency of the

college for his brethren made him stay in rented

house when the college began functioning on his
personal land. For him no happiness was bigger
than watching his own dream of PWS College was
redeemed in his own land.

In the college Subjects like Pali Prakrit and
Dr. Ambedkar Thought for UG besides other
traditional courses were introduced which
received a massive response from students. The
college gives toper in these subjects in the
University almost every year. The college also
has the biggest PG department in the university,
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running as many as 10 PG Courses &p
accreditated B+ by NAAC PWS College =l T
date produces more than 50,000 Graduzies ame
Post Graduate in Arts and Commerce with wel
placed alumni. Under the able guidance of Tr
Wasnik PWS College becomes the Cent= o
Community Services in the region. Du-me
seventies and eighties Dr. Wasnik askec =s
teaching staff to survey the slums and ncxte
villages. Teachers after teaching hours me: =uag
Kamgar and daily wage labours families: Sear
their problems and eventually tried to solve the=
they also encouraged them to send their childses.
to schools.

Till 1980s he had seen the troubles zme
difficulties of rural students who come to city for
higher education. Problems of accommodation o=
transportation made these students leave thes
education in the middle. Many of his close
associate in social works hails from rural areas
like Kalmeshwar insisted him to take care of these
rural students as well. It's very surprising fact the:
this area was known for the very powerful leaders.
none of them bothered to look into the educationz!
development of the area. Therefore, Dr. Wasnik
established one more Senior College in
Kalmeshwar, 17 KM from Nagpur. A die har
Congress man he opened this college in the year
1984 after the name of Late Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi in her memory. This college is also
running courses for Graduation and Post
Graduation. Besides these two senior colleges Dr.
Wasnik inspired many of his close associates for
opening educational institutions for the Backward
and Minority Communities in Nashik, Bhandara.
Gondia, Gadchiroli and Chandrapur Districts. He
personally visited the places and provided
necessary help in this regard. Dr. Wasnik's
intention was to spread education equally to all
with the intension of pay back to the society.

Second Generation Ambedkarite Leadership
in Politics and Academics:

Dr. Wasnik's practice in medicine and his
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works in the field of education won the hearts of
people in Vidarbha in 1960s. While in practice
only Dr. Wasnik's association with Republican
Students Federation brought him close to
Rarrister Rajabhau Khobragade. — Due to such
popularity in Indora, Gaddigodam and
surrounding rural areas, Barrister Khobragade and
Adv. Sakharam Meshram insisted him that he
should contest the NMC elections. Due to his
social worker's bent initially he hesitated on such
offer. But very soon he realized that he could help
poor people in area like Indora as member of
NMC. He agreed to contest NMC election. Great
leadership qualities and his abilities through
social work were the key factors in winning the
NMC election in 1968 against Ex-MLA and
Mayor of Nagpur Dr. D. P. Meshram, A big name
in State politics. Also he elected as the chairman of
standing Committee in 1971. Due to his
association with Dr. Rajabhau Khobragade and as
he himself was from bidi Kamagars family he had
seen the problems of men in this work, he took
interest in the issues of Bidi Kamagar. He joined
Bidi Kamagar Sangh. He involved personally in
many agitations organized during those days for
the rights of these workers. He becomes the Vice-
President of RPI during the tenure of Dr.
Khobragade as President. He also became the
organizer of Bidi Kamagar of Nagpur, Bhandara
and Chandrapur districts and fight for their rights.
He had to go to remote areas to meet these workers
on the cost of his own earnings from his clinics
without any regrets.

Dr. Wasnik was a very conscious person for
protecting rights of backward communities. Many
posts in medical college Nagpur had no
reservations for people from these communities.
Dr. Wasnik was instrumental in getting
reservation in different faculties in Medical
College for the post of House Officer and
Registrar for which he ceaselessly fought with the
state government in 1963. In North Nagpur, a
majority of Muslim and backward communities
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get easy medical treatment and medicines with
minimum charges in Indira Gandhi Medical
College (Mayo). In 1971, this Medical College
was on the verge of closure due to ruling and
opponent parties during his tenure as Chairman of
Stranding Committee in NMC. His fighting spirit
for common men seen when, he fought tooth and
nail to save IGMC from closure. His efforts are
still acknowledged by IGMC. He was also
instrumental in reopening of Post Graduate
courses in IGMC which were closed down earlier.

Dr. Wasnik surprised all the established
politician of the time on national level when he
becomes Dean of Medical Faculty of Nagpur
University by defeating Ex. Union Health
Minister and founder Director of the Mahatma
Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences, Sevagram
Dr. Sushila Nayar in 1974. Dr. Nayar was known
for her association with Mahatma Gandhi and
high respect as national leader. Election of Dean
of Medical College was very crucial one. It was of
his identity through social works he created and
Great social worker Baba Amte and others had
supported him for this election, he defeated Dr.
Nayar with huge margin. Later when he met Late
PM Indira Gandhi, she was pleased to hear that
news. Another sensational achievement occurred
during this time that he become the Member of
Management Committee of the Nagpur university
by defeating another heavy personality in the field
of Medicine Dr. Rajani Rai who was later became
the Governor of Pondichery in the BIJP
government ( 1998-2003). Due to these important
win in such a prestigious elections Dr. Wasnik
become the iconic personality in Medical C ollege
and in the Nagpur University. Soon one more
achievement he bagged in 1975-76 when he
clected as the Senate member and also elected as
Member of Executive Council of Nagpur
University. He was also become the Vice
President of the Academy of Medical Sciences an
important academic association in the field of
medicine. These were the achievements
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the probable candidates for the Vice
Chancellorship of Nagpur University.

Being a popular Pediatrician, Dr. Wasnik
had foreseen the wider scope of the branch like
Pediatrics. But earlier Pediatrics was the part of
the medicine faculty. A specialized study of this
field was the need of the hour but none had shown
any movement in this regard. He was constantly in
touch with renowned Pediatrician in the country
Prof. Dr. A.M. Sur in this connection. As Dean in
the Faculty of Medicine he prepared a draft along
with specialized Professors and getting it passed
in the University Board of Studies in 1974. In this
way Discipline of Pediatrics separated from
Medicine, due to which Nagpur University
becomes first in the nation to have a Special
Discipline of Pediatrics. This seminal
contribution of Dr. Wasnik was publically
acknowledged by All India Pediatrics Association
inits National Conference.

It was the time when upper caste doctors
only had monopoly in university politics and
members from backward community were
sidelined. Therefore, Dr. Wasnik's success in
prestigious University elections made him hero
among Doctors from marginalized and minority
communities. Also Members from backward
communities always need felt of one organization
which could help them for protecting their rights
and provide a united force for fighting against
injustice. Dr. Wasnik took initiatives in this regard
and gathers these doctors under the banner of Dr.
Ambedkar Medicos Association in 1976-77. A
loved leader Dr. Wasnik becomes the founder
President of the organization which is still
working on wider perspectives as National level.
He was also associated with Giants International
the famous organization. Due to his caliber as
leader he was elected as the President of the
Organization. He was also became the President
of Nagpur Unity Centre, devoted for the cause of
National Integration.
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In the early 1960s Late Babu Jagjivanram
and Balasaheb Desai proposed he to join Congress
but Dr. Wasnik refused initially due to his
attachment with RPI, especially with Barristes
Rajabhau Khobragade. But he witnessed the split
of RPI at the residence of Dadasaheb Gaikwad =
Nashik and frustrated with the selfish motifs of
RPI leaders. Utterly disappointed with this
incidence he then joined Congress after few years
to continue his social work through a Nationa!
Party. With his works and devotions to the socia:
cause within a few years he became a pioneer
Dalit leader in creating Congress Party platform in
North Nagpur which is earlier known as hard core
RPI forte. It was the time when no Congressman
could dare enter in North Nagpur due to people’s
intense emotional feelings for their messiah Dz
Ambedkar. Because of his popular medical
practice, his wide contacts among Poor, Backward
people and Minorities and his selfless works in
social causes Dr. Wasnik was the first Congress
Party worker who convinced people and make
Congress Party popular among them. His
influence on local workers and leader on the basis
of trust he created for Party work, he was made
Vice-President of Congress Nagpur in 1975 the
crucial year of emergency and also he was made
General Secretary of MPCC (I) in 1980 by late
Ms. Indira Gandhi. It was this time when mans
hard core Congress leaders were leaving Party and
joined BJP and other independent parties. D&
Wasnik had a great belief in the leadership of Iros
Lady Late PM Indira Gandhi. He was also knows
for his close association with Late Rajivji Gandhs
Under the great affection for Rajivji Gandhi he
organised three medical camps in 14 blocks of
Amethi Loksabha Constituency in 1981-83 whers
he facilitated three teams of doctors from Nagpur.

As a leader of grassroots, Dr. Wasnik's has
been associated with Congress for more than 58
years now with his devotion to the social cause:
through party leadership, but Inspite of his
hardships and devotions he remained the unsun




hero of the Party from Vidarbha who was intently
sidelined every time by the West Maharashtra
leadership on the basis of Caste. Inspite of his
selfless efforts for party every time MLA seat was
given to RPI candidates under coalition which
they lost many a times. Under the leadership of
Late Rajivji Gandhi, the first national leader who
recognized Dr. Wasnik's efforts for party in
Vidarbha region and recommended him for MLC
seat (1990-96) as Governor's nominee in the
social worker's category. In this way Dr. Wasnik's
50 years of Party work was recognized for these
Six years that too as under Governor's nominee.

- As he was known for, he utilized this
opportunity for the maximum. As an MLC, he was
a very active and vocal member of the house,
pioneer in fighting against the corrupt practices,
corrupt officials, particularly in the interest of
common and for public cause. It was a record that
he raised more than 1900 questions in Vidhan
Parishad. As an MLC Dr. Wasnik was one of the
pioneers who raised his voice in Vidhan Parishad
for a separate Medical University in the state
during 1993-94. He fought single handedly for the
same. He wanted the University to be in Nagpur.
Political maneuvering and meanwhile due to
change in government eventually took it to Nashik
(1995), but all concerned still acknowledge Dr.
Wasnik's initiative. He was also instrumental in
drafting Maharashtra University Act, 1994. Due
to his efforts only ICCU unit and labour room
opened in IGMC Nagpur. A very significant role
he played in Vidhan Parishad when he brought in
light Dal Ghotala. Due to his arguments in the
assembly ruling party leaders becomes
speechless. A National Daily Lokmat declared
him “The Hero of the Day” for such efforts.

Supporting the Wildfire: the literature of
Marginalized

Dr. Wasnik's contribution in supporting
Dalit literary and cultural movement in
Mabharashtra is noteworthy. Dalit literature is the
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literature of marginalized people in the nation.
This important medium is instrumental in
connecting all dalit communities in the nation for
raising their voice against socio-cultural injustice
and their protest against unjust system in the name
of caste. For more than a decade dalit writers were
thinking of creating a platform for them but
needed all round help. Famous thinker Dr. M. N.
Wankhede was the friend of His, time to time he
talked to Dr. Wasnik for a supporting hand in
developing a platform for dalit writers. Dr. Wasnik
come forward with helping hand by facilitating a
team of PW.S. Arts and Commerce College,
Nagpur and its building for organizing First
significant Akhil Bharatiya Dalit Sahitya
Sammelana on 17" and 18" January 1976.
Emergency was just over then. Therefore, in such
a condition it was quite a difficult to gather people
from all over the country in one place. He was
made Chairman of Reception Committee of the
Sammelana. He personally involved in drafting a
plan to make the event successful. In the
Sammelana Baburao Bagul grace the occasion as
the inaugurator and Dr. M. N. Wankhede Chaired
the Sammelana The event was grand success in
preparing a ground for dalit literary and cultural
movement in the state. Dr. Wasnik's image as
social worker and as a grass root level worker of
the congress party helps in organising event
smoothly. Therefore his contribution is still
remembered by all the dalit writers who saw the
involvement of Dr. Wasnik in First All India Dalit
Sahitya Sammelana. He also edited the Magazene
“Nikay” devoted to dalit writing.

Commitment to the Society: foundation of IIYW

Dr. Wasnik is deeply involved in the social
services and social work throughout the life. His
approach has always been remained systematic
and scientific and his focus is on the upliftment of
suppressed, oppressed and under privileged
communities. Therefore, due to his engagement
and involvement in social services Dr. Wasnik
established The Indian Institute of Youth Welfare,
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Nagpur in 1973 which is a Non-profit Voluntary
Agency dedicated to work among the under
privileged slum, rural and tribal communities
especially focusing on issues relating to youth
welfare, child welfare, promoting women
development and organizing communities for
integrated development. Dr. Madhukarrao
Wasnik is the founder President of II'YW and his
close colleague Shri. Manohar Golpelwar, a well
known social worker is the secretary of the
institute. Shri. Golpelwarji previously was the
Director of International Youth Centre,
Chanakyapuri. He was called by Dr. Wasnik to
work with him in this seminal work.

The biggest strength of the nation today is
its youth. But due to issues like caste, creed and
economically poor condition, a large number of
the youths are not in main stream yet. A
nationwide programme focusing all round
development of youth was needed so that this
youth could contribute to the growth of the nation.
IIYW is the leading organisation for youth and
social work in Western India. The institute
believes that the young people, their benefactors
and others engaged in the work of growing
process of social change and development play a
very important role in shaping the society as well
as empowering youth on preciousness of life is
essential for sustaining a community's life with
dignity. Vision building, empowerment and team
work are essential to address the mortality,
morbidity child protection and extinction, and
therefore the institute attempts to plan and
organized several need based programmes/
projects and training courses. The institute has
branches in Chandrapur, Gadchiroli, Ralegaon,
Lonara and Tamia (M.P.)

While planning and implementing
activities, institute takes care that activities
identified should be based on the felt need of the
communities with whom the institute works. At
the same time institute takes care that the activities
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identified and implemented should also fac e
a process of accomplishing the goals =8
objectives of the institute. Therefore, effors ==
always made to match the needs of the comm_=s
and objectives of the institute. The nstsme
intends to initiate a process of self sustainec. s=&
reliant process of development in =5
communities for accomplishing this people =g
community's needs to be empowered and 2=
organised. With this approach and straiezies
institute is engaged in various activities under &5
leadership and guidance of Dr. Wasnik.

Efforts for the Dream of Vidarbha State:

From the beginning Dr. Wasnik has bess
supporting the demand of separate Vidarbha in t5e
light of a thought that small states develops
rapidly with equal representations to maximum.
Even Dr. Ambedkar favoured the 3/4 small states
within Maharashtra for the all round development.
The demand of separate Vidarbha was quite an 0l&
but statesman and leaders especially from the
West Maharashtra opposed this separation. Many
Commissions already gave their reports favouring
the separate Vidarbha. Dr. Wasnik time to time
pursues the matter to the Central leadership of
Congress and later before other ruling Parties but
once elections in State and Centre are over the
demand left behind.

Dr. Wasnik always stands with the leaders
of grassroots of the Vidarbha agitating always for
the rightful demand. During his MLC tenure he
fought tooth and nail to bring every possible
facilities and developmental plans for the
Vidarbha. Through his speeches in Vidhan
Parishad he drew attention of the house towards
the negligence of State towards Vidarbha in terms
of meager development in irrigation for
agriculture, creation of employment, creation of
small and large scale industries, importance of
Statutory Development Board for the Vidarbha,
improvement in Health Services and requirement
of more number of doctors for rural Vidarbha,




parmanenet of secretariat based at Nagpur etc.
From his speeches given in Vidhan Parishad one
can easily guess his urgency of justice to the
people of Vidarbha. He raised his voice loudly for
separate Vidarbha from inside the house and from
the road along with his fellow friends. When
agitations for separate Telangana State were
intense in A.P. in 2012-13 at the same time the
entire local leaders came on the road with their
demand of separate Vidarbha, Dr. Wasnik was
stand with the hardcore leadership with firm
attitude. Coincidentally Telangana won the battle
but unfortunately Vidarbha's demand delayed one
more time. It brought a great frustration to all
Vidarbhaite leaders who are fighting for years, but
Dr. Wasnik though hurt this time but is still
looking forward to the near future favouring the
dream of Vidarbha.

A Leader of Unparallel Caliber and a down to
the earth person:

Dr. Wasnik is loved and revered in his friend
circle and amongst his followers. On his birth day
on 23" January every year queues of his well-
wishers gathered from morning till the evening in
his home at Shivaji Nagar. Presently the veteran
leader is away from the active politics yet his
assoclates and friends meet him like earlier. He
still shares his memories and good moments of his
life with all of his old friends. People still found in
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him a guide and a mentor politician for their
backward community. Even at such a ripened age
he expresses his opinion boldly and fearlessly on
the present situation in the country. His every
speech especially on Independence and Republic
days given in PW.S. College are always equipped
with his concern for his brethren and the country.
His encouragements to teachers and students
provide an impetus to them towards the notion of
pay back to society through our work of teaching
learning. After the program he would always call
many of the teaching and non-teaching staff and
would enquire personally about the family and the
progress of the institute. He would always ask
them to take care of the institute which he built
with hardships. Such a man of rare quality Dr.
Wasnik, [ wish live long, healthy and happy. Also I
congratulate him for the achievement of his
nurtured PWS which is celebrating its Golden
Jubilee!

Bhavatu Sabba Mangalam!

Bio Note Dr. Sudesh M. B. Bhowate
is Asst. Professor & Head Department of English
Dr. Madhukarrao Wasnik P.W.S. Arts and
Commerce College, Nagpur-26. He is also the
IQAC Coordinator of the college.
E-mail: sudeshbhowate(@gmail.com

Phone: 9823419389
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