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Editorial

We are pleased to publish this regular issue of Perspectives: A Peer Reviewed
National Research Journal for interdisciplinary studies in the year 2021. For a
long period we were thinking of bringing out a focused volume on a particular
relevant subject. As a matter of fact, in the present circumstances it’s difficult to
gather genuine articles for the print version of a journal because scholars these
days prefer online publication mostly. Therefore, we had to decide to invite
selected articles presented in a national webinar held in February 2021 in
collaboration with Dept. of Pali Prakrit and International Buddhist Studies of
RTM Nagpur University. Since our college was founded on the principle of
Buddhism taking inspiration from Dr. Babsaheb Ambedkar, Buddhism is a
popular theme for us to work with, The focused topic of the webinar was on Pali
Language and Buddhist Archeology. 1 would like to Thank Dr. Niraj Bodhi, Head
of Dept. of Pali Prakrit and International Buddhist Studies Centre and Dr.
Priyadarshi Khobragade, Associate Professor, A.H.I.C and Archaeology &
Director, Dept. of Travel and Tourism, both from RTM Nagpur University for
helping us conceptualising the webinar and certainly selecting article from the
scholars for the current journal. I’'m thankful to them for taking additional
responsibility for the Guest Editors of the volume.

In case of editing and publication of the volume we took a long period to make
the scholars revise their article and submit it timely. I’m indeed happy to mention
that scholars who had been asked to make certain revisions and changes in their
paper as per the suggestions received from the reviewers and editors, took it
sportingly and returned it within the time period. They are worthy of appreciation
and applause. With the help of reviewers and associate editors, we tried to keep
the quality of the journal high due to the efforts of scholars with their genuine
work submission. I’'m indeed sincerely thankful to our Principal and Managing
Editor of the Perspectives Dr. Yeshwant Patil for helping us with moral support
and grants to publish this volume from the Research allotment in the budget.
Talking about the focused area of the present volume of Perspectives, we need to
go through the concept we had put before us before inviting papers. Pali is one of
the ancient languages i.e. contemporary Lingua-Franca in India. Teachings of
Buddha are preserved in this language which is treated as the messenger of Indian
culture and Buddha Dhamma. Therefore, Pali is the original source to reach out
for essential and complete information about Indian history, culture, philosophy,
geography, socio-political, economical and religious conditions, values, customs,
traditions, popular literature and educational system, etc.

Buddha unveiled his teachings in 6th century BC for the welfare of people.
Emperor Ashoka who embraced Buddhism spread Buddha Dhamma at each
corner of the country as well as abroad. Also to make this Dhamma long lasting



he had built 84 thousands of Buddhist Stupas, rock edicts and rock pillars with
Buddhist images and symbols. This was the beginning of Buddhist art and
architecture helps develop various facets of Buddhist cultural art. Till the 12th-
13th centuries Buddhist sculpture, architecture, cave art, paintings and writings
have been developed. Essentially, the references to all these Buddhist art forms
found in Pali literature abundantly established a relationship between these two.
The cultural heritage in the form of Buddhist art has been preserved by
Archaeology survey of India.

To our expectations scholars contributed their research papers which justify the
theme very much. In his paper Dr. Alok Verma explored the archacological
history of Art and Architecture in Gujarat. He justifies the need of archaeological
studies in the present context to unveil the past. He explored Art and Architecture
in Gujarat by navigating through Valabhi, Vadnagar, Devnimari, Junagarh and
Hills. Dr. Suresha B. in his paper discussed the Buddhist remains in Karnataka.
According to him Buddhism was available in Karnataka before second century
and developed Buddhist monuments in Aihole, Badami, Banavasi, Brahmagiri,
Chandravalli, Dambal, Haigunda, Hampi, kanaginahally, Rajaghatta, and Sannati
through the centuries. Dr. Sudesh Bhowate in his paper presented rare information
about Valabhi in Bhavnagar District of Gujarat and traces development of
Buddhist University during the Maitraka dynasty. Since information about
Valabhi is meagre and scattered, the paper offers us comprehensive knowledge of
the university education and its influence on contemporary Indian scholars. Mr.
Rahul Rao discussed archaeology as the medium of development of Buddhist
Pilgrimage sites. He discussed archaeology of Buddhism which helped us
understand early precepts and practises with ultimate reach and investigated the
social, cultural, regional and economic transformations. Mr. Ashwaveer Gajbhiye
discussed ancient education in Takshila through its depiction of Pali Literature.
He discussed the scenario of university, admission process, tuition fees,
distinguishing features, subjects taught, Alumni, timings and financial
management. In her paper Ms. Alka Patil discussed the relationship between Pali
Language and Buddhist archeology. Dr. Jayamma B. discussed Ashokan edicts
erected by Ashoka in Karnataka. She explored minor rock and pillar
edicts, Major rock and pillar edicts found in Brahmagiri, Jatingarameshwara,
Siddhipur, Maski, Nittur, Palkigunada, Sannati and Udegolam. She offers in-depth
study of messages inscribed by Ashoka here. Dr. Megha Ramteke studies Jataka
tales comparatively from Pali canon and paintings of Ajanta caves. She discussed
the semblance between these two ways of narrations unveiling Buddhist
constituent elements like Love, Compassion, Sympathy, friendship, loyalty,
sacrifice, kindness, truthfulness, etc. Dr. Nilima Chauhan discussed the patience
ability for harmonious social work from a Buddhist perspective. She discussed the
necessity of patience as an essential ability to perform missionary works.



Dr. Manish Meshram discussed the role of Triple Gems in Buddhist society. He
explored the aspect from the canonical Buddhist literature and through the Dr.
Ambedkar’s perspectives. Dr. Niraj Bodhi and Ms. Saroj Wani discussed the key
subject of the current volume i.e. influence of Bodhisattva concept depicted in
Pali literature on Buddhist Art. They explored the importance of bodhisattva
concept as the ideal example of leading a moral life in the community. Dr.
Umeshchandra Dikshit discussed critical perspectives on Amartya Sen, John Rolls
and Robert Naugic. Dr. Rosa Bansod discussed archaeological remains indicated
in Pali literature of Vaishali where Buddha spent much of his time. Vaishali which
is the present day Basadh explored by writers from the literary as well as through
archaeological perspectives. Dr. Nagsen Landge discussed the development of
Chaitya Arch and its importance. Dr. Ambedkar also adopted the chaitya arch
design for the gate of Milind Mahavidyalaya. Dr. Nilima Gajbhiye explored the
depiction of Vihara in Dipavamsa which is the important chronicler of Sri Lank
besides Mahavamsa. The very concept helps us understand the importance of
Vihara in the life of Buddhists. Mr. Sujit Vankar discussed the spark of peace
depicted in Ashokan edicts with the help of Pali canonical literature. He explored
the various aspects of peace which Ashoka wanted to spread to maintain the
harmonious society through Buddhism. Dr. Pradnya Bagade discussed the
economic aspects derived from the teachings of Buddha. Buddha was the first
who emphasised socio-economic equality for the welfare of society. Dr. Bagade
brought before us various aspects of earning and rational expenditure expected to
Buddha for the welfare of communal life. Dr. Vasundhara Patil discussed the
contribution of Ashokan Edicts to the Buddha Dhamma. According to her the
purpose of Ashoka to erect monuments and rock edicts was to spread Buddhism
and welfare of society. Mr. Amit Gajbhiye discussed about Buddhist philosophy
and Dalit novel in the post 1960s. Buddhist philosophy after Dr. Ambedkar’s
conversion brought a great impact on dalit literary writing adopting human
welfare especially the last man at grass-root at the centre of its discussion. Mr.
Arvind Tikale discussed the importance of Pali language and Buddhist philosophy
in the archaeological studies. Dr. Seema Golait discussed the third Buddhist
council which was organised by Emperor Ashoka. And in the last but not the least
article, Ms. Madhuri Botare discussed Buddha's economical thoughts which are
relevant today. She further discussed the influence of Buddhism on modern Indian
politics and especially on the constitution of India. Overall, the research articles
are focussing upon the central theme of the current issue of the journal. I'm
looking forward to the research community and the general reader will certainly
find it a resourceful one!

Editor
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Archaeological History of Art and Architecture in Gujarat:

A Study of Buddhist Monuments
Dr. Alok Kumar Verma

Abstract:

Archaeology is the study of the material remains from past human culture.
Archeologists utilize these remaining parts to understand and re-create all parts of
past culture, from the everyday lives of common persons to the eccentric victories
of rulers. Archaeology helps us to acknowledge and save our mutual human
culture. Therefore, it advises us about the past, helps us understand where is
created from, and establishes to us how people lived, defeated problems, and built
up the social orders in todays. In this way, the sixth century B.C. was the main
landmark in Indian history. During this period, India established its second
urbanization. There was a period where heterodox religions like ‘Buddhism,
Jainism, and Ajivakas’ were developed and created new dimensions of this time.
Consequently, the ancient period was developed every region had its specialty in
art and architecture. Accordingly, the different regions had located their unique
material and distinctive vernacular styles. The Buddhist art and architecture
especially demonstrated extraordinary various qualities. It is a general effect of
the socio-cultural, religious, and geographical conditions through Buddhist art and
architecture in India. Thus, the Buddhists are saved everywhere throughout the
world as is Buddhist architecture. The immediate, Buddhist architecture
incorporates just religious monuments. Buddhist art and architecture in Ancient
India was a good combination of expected structure and current ideas of the time.
In this way, Buddhist art and architecture these days can be seen through ‘Stupa,
Viharas, and Chaitaya Guha’. ‘Stambha and Caves’ are likewise of remarkable
significance in Buddhist art and architecture of this time.

Therefore, this study has focused on the archaeological history of Buddhist
art and architecture of Gujarat. Gujarat, so far known as the famous pilgrimage
focal point of Hindu and Muslim plays the role of hosting Buddhist pilgrimage
too. Therefore, the main objective of this paper is to study the nature of art and
architecture of Buddhist monuments in Gujarat’. For that reason, this research has
focused on the impact of Buddhist art and architecture on society.

Key Words: Archaeology, Art and Architecture, Gujarat, and Buddhist
Monuments.

Introduction:

Archaeology is the study of material remains of past human culture. More
broadly, and more recently, archaeologists J. Jefferson Reid and Michael Brain
Schiffer have defined “archaeology as the study of the relationship between
human behavior and material culture in all time and all places” (Nash, 1999).
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And, J.G.D. Clarke defined “Archaeology may be simply defined as the systematic
study of antiquities as a means of reconstructing the past” (Pandey, 2008). There
is the scope of little artifacts, such as large buildings and expansive structures for
example pyramids. In this way, people have created or changed a portion of the
archeological record. The archeologists utilize these remaining parts to understand
and re-create all parts of past culture, from the everyday lives of normal persons
to the eccentric victories of rulers. Archaeology helps us to acknowledge and save
our mutual human culture. Therefore, it advises us about the past, helps us
understand where is created from, and establishes to us how people lived, defeated
problems, and built up the social orders today (Barnes, 1995).

The sixth century B.C. was the main landmark in Indian history. During
this period, India established its second urbanization. There was a period where
heterodox religions like ‘Buddhism, Jainism, and Ajivakas’ were developed and
created new dimensions of this time. Therefore, the ancient period was developed
every region had its specialty in art and architecture (Fisher, 1993). Thus, the
different regions had located their unique material and distinctive vernacular
styles. The Buddhist art and architecture especially demonstrated extraordinary
various qualities. Consequently, it is a general effect of the socio-cultural,
religious, and geographical conditions through Buddhist art and architecture.
Therefore, the Buddhists are saved everywhere throughout the world as is the
Buddhist architecture (Kalbhor, 2011). The immediate, Buddhist architecture
incorporates just religious monuments. Buddhist art and architecture in Ancient
India were a good combination of expected structure and current ideas of the time.
Along these lines, Buddhist art and architecture these days can be seen through
‘Stupa, Viharas, and Chaitanya Guha’. ‘Stambha and Caves’ are likewise of
remarkable significance in Buddhist art and architecture of the present era
(Sankalia, 1974).

Art and Architecture in the Indian Subcontinent:

The history of Indian archaeology ranges from the nineteenth century to
the present. It incorporates a wide collection of archeologists exploring the areas
of human history. The Indian prehistoric studies were generally affected by
Alexander Cunningham, who turned into the main chief of the ‘Archeological
Survey of India’ (ASI) (Prakash, 2013). Along these lines, the history of Buddhist
art and architecture in Indian continents, Buddhism is a very complex subject on
the earth. Buddhism mushroomed in the Indian subcontinent and was spread to
the foreign shores by the followers of Lord Buddha. Today, Buddhism is the
principled area for most of the East and South-East Asian nations. There is a
philosophy that has developed in a wide range of ways and different areas of Asia
(Chakrabarti, 1982). Therefore, it was providing a simple definition of the
development of archaeological principles of the art and architecture of Buddhism.
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Consequently, it is difficult because such a large number of varieties take place.
Many researchers have estimated that a famous period existed in Buddhist art and
architecture, where there was a prohibition against representing the actual
Buddha. A few researchers have interpreted story reliefs at early Buddhist
monuments to describe early Buddhist processions or celebrations, whereas a
famous iconic symbol (Singh, 2016).

The investigation of archeological evidence as an educational interest for
Indian archaeology can be followed back to the center of the eighteenth century. It
was the time of activity taken up for a systematic and insightful investigation of
Indian antiquities (Hicks, and Beaudry, 2006). The twentieth-century of Indian
archacology focuses on ancient Indian historical geography. The field
investigation and worked with a theoretical framework on many discoveries for
this time. In the post-independence period, there was a search for far complete
archeological research in the nation. Other than the central government and the
State governments accepted the responsibility of archeological research.
Preservation and sharing is a substantive portion of archeological power with the
central government (Joshi, 1993).

Buddhist Art and Architecture in Gujarat:

This study has mainly focused on the archaeological history of Buddhist
art and architecture of Gujarat. Gujarat, so far known as the famous pilgrimage
focal point of Hindu and Muslim plays the role of hosting Buddhist pilgrimage
too. One can see the hints of Saurashtra, an area in Gujarat, in a portion of the
famous Buddhist writing books like Jataka, Melinda Panha, Petavatthu, etc... The
most famous archeological evidence of Buddhism nearness in Gujarat was found
by Chinese traveler Hiuen Tsang in 640 AD (Dikshit, 1946). The Chinese traveler
Hiuen Tsang noticed the nearness of 200 Buddhist monasteries and 10,000 monks
at Bharuch, Atali, Kheta, Valabhi, Anandpura, and Saurashtra. He watched that
Sammitiya Schools (one of the eighteen or twenty early Buddhist schools in India)
had the best devotees in western India (Herman, 1996). A large number of
Gujarat’s celebrated towns like Valabhi, Vadnagar, Devnimori, and Junagadh are
honored with the nearness of numerous Buddhist monasteries, temples, and hills.
See underneath for the point-by-point data about the Buddhism goal in Gujarat.
While there is no single book that focuses on the Buddhist art and architecture of
Gujarat. Various starting books on Buddhist art and Indian art give considerable
outlines of the field. So, this research has highlights the most important aspect of
Gujarat’s Buddhist art and architecture of society (Macdone, 1909).

In western India: Somnath, Dwarka, Devnimori, and Prabhas Patan have
taken to bright important evidence of the Buddhist monuments. Prabhas Patna
gave evidence of the huge stronghold of stones assignable to the 4™ century B.C.
to the first century B.C. through Dwarka on the ocean point proves its profession
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in the initial centuries of the Christen era. Devni Mori (Mehta et al., 1966) has;
then again, prove vast scales of the Buddhist foundation with a significant scope
of terra cotta and monuments.

Buddhism Footprints in Gujarat:

The ancient period was the period when each locale had its particular
architecture. The diverse area had their distinctive material, distinctive vernacular
styles. Buddhist architecture specifically demonstrated incredible local differing
qualities. We can see a general effect of the socio-cultural, religious, and
geographical environment through Buddhist architecture and art. Buddhists are
saved everywhere throughout the world as is Buddhist architecture (Yamamoto,
1990). When we mention Buddhist architecture, here we incorporate just religious
monuments, Buddhist architecture in Ancient India was a decent combination of
traditional structure and present-day ideas of the time. Therefore, the most famous
place of Buddhist art and architecture in Gujarat are:

Valabhi: The old city of India, Valabhi was the capital of the Maitraka line in the
51 to 8™ centuries CE. It was arranged on a channel of the Gulf of Khambhat,
northwest of the port of Bhavnagar, in Saurashtra, Gujarat. The city is thought to
have been set up around 470 CE by the organizer of the line, Senapati Bhtaraka,
in the Gupta Empire (Allchin, 1995). The Valabhi was a celebrated focal point of
learning, with various Buddhist religious communities. It was gone by the
Chinese inventor Xuanzang in the seventh century. The previous described it as
approaching the notoriety of the Buddhist monastic center Nalanda (Banerjee,
2001). There are around 100 monasteries with around 6000 Buddhist monks. The
vast majority of them have a place with the Sammitiya Sect. There are likewise
numerous Hindu temples and a vast Hindu population in this part of the nation.
The Buddha had gone to this land amid his service. There are ‘Stupas’ raised by
King Asoka to check the spots consecrated by Buddha's visit (Alexander, 2006).
Vadnagar: Vadnagar, located 128 km away from Ahmedabad, is an archeological
site situated between river Banas and Rupen. Inside Vadnagar, there is a 12 Cell
structure that had a place with Buddhist Viharas or monastery and housed monks
from the 2" to 4™ century (Buddhist Heritage in Gujarat, 2014). Hiuen Tsang,
who went by Vadnagar in the seventh century, revealed that the city had
somewhere in the range of 10 Sanghrams (resting places for Buddhist monks)
with 1000 Buddhist monks (Dhavalikar, 1999).

Devnimori: Devnimori has an extensive Buddhist foundation that goes back to
the period in the locality of the 2™ and 7" centuries. Also called hot spring,
Devnimori was an imperative Buddhist monastic center 1600 years back. A long-
time back, Ashoka raised 80,000 Stupas crosswise over India. He uncovered those
‘Stupas’ and circulated them the nation over. One such 4"-century ‘Stupa’ was
uncovered in the mid-1960s at Devnimori. Buddha’s concentrate and 17 terra
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cotta statues of Buddha that were uncovered from underneath the site are currently
displayed in the Department of Archeology at the Maharaja Sayajirao University,
Vadodara (Fisher, 1993).

Junagadh: The ancient city of Junagadh was directed by Emperor Ashoka. Being
a Buddhism devotee, he invented numerous Buddhist monasteries and ‘Stupas’ in
Junagadh. Junagadh is spread with many rock-cut monasteries and ‘Stupas’ at 15
odd sites, for example, Panheswer Caves, Mai Gadechi, Matri, a basic monastery
at Intawa, blocks ‘Stupa’ at Bordevi and Vajrapanat (Ajith and Sharma, 2011).
Hills: In Gujarat, one can find the presence of Buddhism preaching and temples
even on the hills. On the top of the Taranga Hills, one can see a beautiful
Dharanmata Temple dedicated to Devi Taranmata. The idols of Taranmata and
Dharanmata are of Buddhist Goddess Tara, the Mother of all Buddha’s, which
usually refers to the enlightened wisdom of the Buddha’s. Inside the temple, one
will see the top of the marble sculpture of the divinity Tara, a lotus on that rests
the Amitabh Buddha. Therefore, the Historical facts even state that Taranga hill
was a Tantric Buddhist center until the 9" century (Rana, 2012). The Talaja hills
in the Bhavnagar area unit renowned for its thirty ancient Buddhist caves turn

over the rocks. The most impressive structure is the ‘Ebhala Mandapa’, a large
hall with four octagonal pillars in the front.

Conclusion:

There are many caves in Gujarat that are a beautiful combination of
history, spirituality, mystery, meditation, and adventure. Starting from Kutch to
Saurashtra up to Bharuch, the coastal region of Gujarat is dotted with many
Buddhist caves. These caves were dug out between the 2™ century B.C. and 6™
century A.D, during the Kshatrapa rule. In the past, Junagadh in Gujarat was
governed by Emperor Ashoka who adopted Buddhism in his personal life. During
the reign of Ashoka, engraving of his renowned edicts on the rock was ordered.
The decorative excavations and carvings on pillars, ‘Stupas’, ‘Viharas’, and vary
of ‘Rock-cut’ caves are proof of the presence of Buddhism in Gujarat. Carved out
of Monolithic Rock, it is the three-tiered caves at Uparkot area unit
aforementioned to be 2000 years previous and area unit the oldest monuments at
Uparkot. Khambhalida Caves, illustrious for its exquisite carving of god is
additionally a crucial Buddhist journey destination in Gujarat. Siyot Caves in
Northwest Kutch, Devni Mori in Shamlaji, and Sana Caves in Somnath, and
Kadia Dungar Caves in Vadodara are some of the other Buddhist caves in Gujarat
that has a rich historical significance.

As a result, this study mainly deals with the scope and technique for the
present research; it starts with a definite declaration of the issue examination,
which is followed by the justification of this work for the progression of
information. In this study, an investigation of the history of research directs in this
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region and the status of the present issue has been talked about. It will take after a
declaration concerning the wellsprings of information and technique for the
strategy of this exploration. Therefore, the study predicted in this exploration deal
with the Buddhist monuments of Gujarat State. These monuments have been
uncovered by an excavation of the ‘Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda
every once in a while. Thus, this examination chiefly has been concentrated on the
development of culture, art, and architecture through Buddhism in Gujarat State.
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A Study of Buddhist Remains in Karnataka
Dr. Suresha B.

Buddhism is one of the great religion of ancient India. In the history of
Indian religions, it occupies a unique place. It was founded in Northern India and
based on the teachings of Siddhartha, who is known as Buddha after he got
enlightenment in 518 B.C. For the next 45 years, Buddha wandered the country
side teaching what he had learned. He organized a community of monks known as
the ‘Sangha’ to continue his teachings ofter his death. They preached the world,
known as the Dharma. According to Buddha, life is a long suffering. The
suffering is caused because of the passions people desire to accomplish. The more
one desires and the less he accomplishes the more he suffers. People who do not
accomplish their desirable passions in their lives will be born again to this life
circle which is full of suffering and so will distant themselves from the world of
no suffering - Nirvana. To get Nirvana, one has to follow the eight-fold path
which are to believe right, desire right, think right, live right, do the right efforts,
think the right thoughts, behave right and to do the right meditation.
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Dharma chakra, a Symbol of Buddhism

Buddhism existed in Karnataka before 2™ century B.C. It was thrived in
Karnataka during the period of Maurya, Satavahana and Kadamba dynasties.
Many of archaeological and literary evidences are corroborate in this regarding.
During the reign of Ashoka, mauryan emperor(273 to 232 B.C.) it gained royal
support and began to spread more widely reaching Karnataka and most of the
Indian subcontinent also. Ashokan edicts which are discovered in Karnataka
delineating the basic tents of Buddhism constitute the first written evidence about
the presence of the Buddhism in Karnataka. Aihole, Badami, Banavasi,
Brahmagiri, Chandravalli, Dambal, Haigunda, Hampi, kanaginahally, Rajaghatta,
Sannati and other places are attributed to Buddhism in Karnataka.

Badami : Badami is one of the most important historical place in the history of
South India. Earlier it was called as Vatapi which is the capital of the Chalukya;s
of Badami. It is one of the Buddhist center at the time of olden age. It has many
type of temples of saiva, vaishnava, Jaina, Bauddha and shakta. Out of them, four
cave temples are most important. These cave temples are built between 6™ and 8™
century A.D.
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There is a natural cavern between the cave II and III, on the boulder
below the rock shelter, the figures of unfinished Padmapani Avalokitesvara and
defaced Buddha are carved. By the side of cave No. IV there is a small cave with
a major niche. It has a figure of a certain Buddhist Jatakas. They are Nalagiri and
Sundarananda episodes etc. A. Sundara says the sculptures of bodhisattva
maitreya, padmapani and a Buddha at the place are located but appearance of
these figures at the place, when compared with the temples of Hindu, it was not
famous at Badami during the reign of early Chalukyas. The occurance of these
figures at the place indicate that Mahayana was existed there but the account of
Huen Tsang speaks the existence of both Hinayana and Mahayana at Badami. He
had noted the points during his visit to the place therefore, there is a possibility of
noticing the relics of the Hinayana cult of the period at the place.

Banavasi : Banavasi is one of the important ancient site in Karnataka. It is also
called as Vaijayanti in ancient times. It was the capital of the Kadambas, which
is situated on the bank of the river varada, a tributary of river Tungabhadra in
Uttarakannada District. This place was considered as an important Buddhist
centre right from the period of Ashoka of the Mouryan dynasty.

The second Buddhist council was conducted under the leadership of
Moggaliputta tissa during the reign of Ashoka in 241 B.C. At the conclusion of
the council, Moggaliputta had decided to establish the Buddhist religion in
various parts of the country. This information is furnished in the account of
Mahavamsha (4th Century A.D.) Therefore Thera Moggaliputta sent several
Buddhist missionaries to different parts of the countries. These places are
Kashmira, Gandhara, Mahishamandala, Vanavasi, Aparanta, Yana, Himavanta,
Suvamabhumi and Tamrapanni. Maharakkhita to another country. According to
Mahavamsha Moggaliputta sent five theras to Tamrapanni, one Mahadeva thera to
Mahishamandala, one Rakhita to Vanavasi, one Rakhita to Aparanta and Maha
Rakhita to another country. Missionaries had gone to different countries to
propogate the religion one of the countries was Vanavasa, which is also
mentioned in the records of the Satavahanas and lkshvakus and is identified with
the present Banavasi.

The explorations carried out at Banavasi had revealed certain quantity of
Buddhist remains. They are the sculptures of Yaksha, a female head, a mother and
child, two types of Naga. Besides on the south-east of Banawasi on due pedestal
part of a sculpture probably. Buddha’s foot and terracotta, stupa motifs lids with
the floral and elephant decoration were found the pedestal beam inscription,
which mentions a sculpture, named Ravi and his sculpture teaches Gosala
Damoraka. The former was a Shilavardhaki. Shilavardhaki means stone artisan,
and Yaksha sculpture was found in a local maruti temple at the place on the basis
of its iconographic features. It is identified as maitreya in the Buddhist tradition.
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Maitreya is next to Buddha. According to the Buddhist tradition, Buddha is still in
the Bodhisatva stage in Tushita heaven and he would descend to this world in
human form, 4000 yrs after the disappearance of Gautama Buddha and is
considered to be a redeem all sentient being from sorrows.

Chandravalli : Chandravalli is one of the important archaeological site in South
India. The valley of Chandravalli is situated immediately to the South-West of the
fortified hill of Chitradurga. It is also one of the Buddhist Centre at the time of
Satavahana Period. M.H.Krishna systematically conducted an excavation in 1928-
29 and found some coins engraving of a chaitya and a Bodhi tree, sculptures of
Buddha and Yaksha here. Some paintings and other relics are also noticed at cave
of Chandravalli.

Dambal : Dambal, a small town situated in Gadag district, 13 miles away south-
east of Gadag.

It is also one of the prominent Buddhist centre in ancient times. An
inscription of 1095-96 A.D. found near Jaina temple, in the fort was edited in
1881 by J.S. Fleet. He reported that the location of the inscription, belongs to a
Jaina Basadi and it was a Jaina inscription. Latterly, James Burges, revised the
inscription and he said it was a Buddhist inscription. Right from the period
onwards, the inscription has been referred as Buddhist by many scholars, which
studying the Buddhism in Karnataka etc. In the recent decades T. Vasant Kumar
has published his thesis “Karatakadalli Buddha Samskriti” (Kannada). He has
given detailed information about the inscription in his work . He has also stated
that, the location of the inscription is near a Jaina Basadi and he has mentioned
that, there was another Buddhist inscription located by the side of the doorframes
of the Jaina Basadi. M.M. Kalaburgi, edited in his volume “Dharwad Jilleya
Shasanagalu” has also written in the same way. Later in the recent years, H.R.
Raghunath Bhat and his research students carried out further exploration in
Dambal area, to investigate the remains of the Jaina Basadi. The published
inscription and location of the viharas of Tara Bhagavati and Bauddha, Luckily,
he could notice the door frame and the figure of Bauddha and Tarabhagavati, and
also an inscribed doorframe with the figure of Bodhisatva yaksha, who has
tucked yogapatta. After studying these material, he has justified that the location
of the sculptures and the inscription on the ruined mound was the place of
Bauddha. Tarabhagavati vihara.Knowing the construction of Bauddha vihara by
sixteen settis, when senior queen Laxmidevi of the chalukya king Vikramaditya
VI over 18 Agraharas was ruling from Dharmapura in 1095-96 A.D. The
Tarabhagavati vihara in a larger proportion by Vaddavyavahara sangam setti of
Lakkundi engraved Tarabhagavati figure on the inscription. He has asserted that it
was the place of TaraBhagavati. In this record, totally three inscriptions were
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unearthed on the ruined mound of the Jaina Basadi, identified as Tarabhagavati
vihara. The first inscription edited by Fleet already stated the construction of two
viharas at the place. They are Bauddha viharas by sixteen settis etc., and
Bhagavati Aiya Taradevi vihara by Vaddhavya- Vahari sangamavaya setti
vyavahari in 1095-96, A.D. Another inscription of 1098 A.D. belongs to the reign
of Chalukya Vikramaditya VI, refers to the gifts of oil for the perpectual lamps in
the Bauddha Vihara built by Sangam Setti. The inscription of 1098 A.D. further
informs a deity Buddha and the words in the inscription are Namo Buddhaya,
Tarabhagavati, Buddhasya, Bodhi Swaroopa, Tathagathasya, pujaris, Bhikshus,
Buddha Shasana, Buddha dakshina etc. An inscription of 1283 A.D. referred by T.
Vasantkumar does not traced as per his reference.

The over all information clearly shows that, there were two Buddhist
monasteries at the place. Therefore it is hardly possible to accept the opinion of
H.R. Raghunath Bhat, that the location of the inscription and his notices of
sculptures in the ruined mound in the fort area, was only the monastery of
Tarabhagavati. There must be two separate localities of these two monasteries in
the area. Besides, the Buddha image as mentioned in the inscription could be
installed in one of the monasteries. It is therefore necessary to carryout excavation
for identifying the localities of the two viharas and the Buddha image at the place.

Hampi : Hampi is one of the significant archaeological site in Karnataka, which
is situated on the banks of the river Tunga-Bhadra in Bellary district. It was the
capital of the Vijayanagara empire. Two minor rock edicts of Ashoka are found
near by this place(Udegolam and Nittur), It is suggest that, this region was part of
the Mauryan empire. During the excavation at Hampi area several Buddhist relics
were noticed in different places in different periods by the staff of A.S.I was
found first in palace complex area near Mahanavami dibba. Some inscriptions,
three stucco heads of Buddha and five inscribed penels of cornice beams and
Jataka stories of Buddha are found here. A lime stone inscription of 2nd century
refers to “tarasa putasa danam.” It refers to the register of a donation by the son of
Tarasa. It was presumed to be a donation to Buddhist sangha.The lime-stone
members found in the Mahanavamidibba and mint area as well as a stucco head of
Buddha are placed in the site museum near Kamal Mahal at Hampi. Two stucco
images of Buddha collected at Kamalapur by Sri Venkatesh Aital of Chitradurga
and are displayed in the museum at Dharmasthala. They are studied by A.
Sundara and are comparable to Gandhara images. In the trial excavation at an area
of west of kings audience hall were found five large lime-stone panels. They are
of cornice beams and the relief figures of life of Buddha and Jataka stories. These
structures were belonged to Vijayanagara period.

“Perspective” A National Interdisciplinary Annual Research Journal-Vol.1 Issue-X-2021 ISSN-2249-5134



12|Page

Haigunda : Haigunda is also a small village, located on a small hilly land in the
midst of the river Sharavati and about 20 km east of Honnavara of Uttara kannada
District. There is an ancient habitation site, with the cultural remains of pottery,
brick bats and the elevated land. The brick structure appear within the premises of
these sculptures is therefore suspected to be a stupa remains. All these sculptures
are in round relief. In different parts of the sites and within the village area, the
sculptures of Buddha in two numbers had been brought to light.

In the midst of cultivated paddy fields, a colossal sculpture of
yaksha(locally called Badri) was brought to light on the slop of the village.
between the two hillocks in the place, a dwarf yaksha close to modem Laxmi
temple was brought to light. There is a brick structural remains in the site is
located between the sculptures of Buddha and Yaksha. The Buddha sculptures are
similar to each other. The legs and hands of the Buddha icons are broken likewise
the hands of other Buddha icon are broken. One measures 1.12 metres, height 5
cm broad and the other 1.0 mt height. The colossal yaksha 1.65 meter, excluding
the pedestal part 0.56 meter broad at the chest level. The pedestal measures 1.5
meters high. The kubja yaksha measures 65 * 28 cm excluding the pedestal or
peetha. It may be noted that, there are also sculptures of Surya, Janardhana,
Shivalinga in the place, among these, the sculptures of two Buddha, a colossal
yaksha or a dwarf yaksha is locally known as Babaria or Babru and it is one of the
Bhutas of Coastal people is in the place worshipped are belonging to Buddhist
religion. The ancient site is dated to circa 1st BC to 3rd century AD. The Buddha
sculptures are dated to circa 4th and 5th centuiy A.D.

The colossal yaksha is dated to circa 1st and 2nd century A.D. The
discoveries of this site and the sculptures of this place, justifies that the prevalence
of yaksha worship in the region in 1st century A.D and expressed his doubt, the
structural remains could be the place of stupa of the place as well as rare type of
sculpture of yaksha and Buddha icons are earliest of its kind. The sculptures are
made on schist stone.

Kanaginahalli : Kanaganahally is famous for Buddhist Mahastupa of Karnataka.
It is also situated on the left bank of river Bhima in Chittapur Taluk of Gulbarga
district, just besides 3 kilometers from Sannati. There are three big mounds at
Kanaginahalli. The excavation was conducted during the year 1994-98. Various
forms of Stupas, Yaksha sculptures, idols of lord Budda and other antiques were
found. The sculptres of Ashoka are also found here. The remains of Mahastupa
was found on its lower ground plan. This was constructed out of the slabs of the
sedimentary lime-stone which is in circular ground plan. Some inscriptions of the
place, inform about certain details of the Mahastupa, architecture of the place. The
stupa is in semi-circular form. Sundara A noticed some memorial stones of
wealthy donors or devout merchants and patronizing Buddhist religion. He has
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shown for the first time that the human habitation starts in the area from middle
Paleolithic period. The stupa of Kanaganahally was constructed during the
Satavahana period.

Rajaghatta : Rajaghatta is a small village, which is situated in the Doddaballapur
Taluk of Bengaluru rural district. There is an ancient habitation site , located on
the Northern side of the village. The site has several mounds of grayish soil.
Therefore, the site is locally called as Boodidibba, This site was found first during
the archaeological exploration in 1975 by the staff of the Department of Ancient
History and Archaeology, University of Mysore, Mysore. Latterly, In 1997
Nagaraja Sharma, a photographer of same university had carried out exploration
at the site and noticed some more cultural relics. In the site were found brick
structure of Chaityalaya, Vihara, large number of about 300 of votive stupas with
inscribed tablets and a stucco head of pertaining to Buddhism during the
exploration and excavation. During the excavation carried out in 1998-99 by
M.S . Krishnamurthy, who was the chairman of the Department of ancient History
and Archeology, and the staff at the site, an apsidal brick structure of Chaityalaya
and a Vihara were noticed. Besides, about 300 terracotta of them have inscribed
tablets. They read commonly as Ye Dhamma Hetuppa Bhavathesa, hetu
thathagatha AA. He thesa cha yo Nirodha Evavaadi Mahasamano. A stucco
head of Buddha made of lime stone is also noticed.

Sannati : Sannati is a small village which is situated on the right bank of the
river Bhima in Chitapur Taluk of Gulbarga district. Large number of Buddhist
archeological remains like sculpture of Buddha, Stupa and others are found here.
The Buddhist Sculptures are, nine images of Buddha, large number of Relief
sculptures of Buddha and various Jataka stories of Buddha, Yaksha figurines,
memorials stones, votive stupas were found. There are major inscriptions of
Ashoka and the inscriptions, belonging to the Satavahana period were also found
here.

For the first time, this ancient site was noticed by Kapatral Krishna Rao of
Gulbarga In 1954, with the numerous sculptures, some with symbolically main
episodes of Buddha’s life such, as Vajrasana with Buddha pada under the
Bodhivriksha, memorial panels and numerious Brahmi Inscriptions of 1st and 2nd
C.A.D. Laterly, S. Nagaraj carried out the survey in Sannati area and
brought out some more Buddhist remains. He noticed sculpture of Buddha,
decorated pattike, inscriptions, fort bricks and ancient antiquaries. Laterly,
M.Sheshadri was conducting elaborate exploration in sannati area and brought to
light some more details of Buddhist remains. The remains are a Stupa mound, a
large number of broken sculptures, two inscribed Ayaka pillars, a slab with
throne, the foot prints and the Bodhi tree, some inscriptions, potteiy, beads, shell,
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bangle pieces, and a habitation site. He is dated them to circa 1st C to 3rd C. A.D.
He has stated that the stupa mound was eroded by the river nearby and the
villagers also completely rifted its building and retained only the circular
basement. Therefore main, the super structure was entirely gone, many of the
remains are therefore scattered from the village to the site all along the riverbank.
The inscribed two Ayaka pillars found in a field, near the site were also compared
with the Buddhist monuments of Nagarjunakonda and Amaravati. He has pointed
out that the Ayaka pillars were usually erecting on four cordinal points of the
stupa. They are five great events of Buddha’s life. They are Janana, (Nativity)
Mahabhinishkramana  (Renunciation) = Samyaksanhodhi  (enlightenment)
Dharmachakra parivarthana (dealth). The inscribed relief figures and the
inscriptions paleograpically dated to the period of the Satavahana that is 1%
century B.C. and 2™ century A.D. He further suggested that many more details
could be brought out after conducting the excavation at the site. Sheshadri
collected some fragments including a broken yaksha sculpture and carried to
Mysore and now it is displayed in the museum of the university of Mysore. P. B.
Desai conducted the exploration in sannati after the discovery of the site by
Kaptral Krishnarao in 1954 and the further exploration study of the site by
Sheshadri in 1968 along with his staff members. The team has noticed some more
facts and collected some new materials. Sannati to kanaginahalli to the extent of
two miles in circumference, Buddhist remains are spread. They are destroyed
stupa remains, inscribed slab on the upper side, Ayaka pillars, these pillars are
inserted in five directions which are considered as the symbols of five great
incidents like his birth, renunciation, enlightenment, first sermon, Nirvana, on
these pillars figures of Buddhist followers and articles were sketched. He
compared the Ayaka pillars to Nagaijundakonda, Yaksha figure to pitalhkhora and
some decorative bands to Bharahut and other sites to Amaravati and other places.
Infront of Devi temple, on the slab of the neem tree is sketched Vajrasanapada
symbol, Bodhi tree, chaitya relief, lotus and his followers, headless yaksha, ox
owner along with the servants, tiles, mud potteries, stones, sulpur glass,
ornaments. In the year 1985 one of the biggest mound was excavated there in
some rusticated coins and a circular burnt brick structure around it has been
brought to light. There was one more stupa, near the river but the significant
remains of the Buddhist were hardly found in the site.

Conclussion : The article focus upon the Buddhist remains which are noticed in
Karnataka. Besides these sites, there are number of other places with even more
recent Buddhist inscriptions and relics. Balligave(Chikkamagalur), Kadri(South
canera), Kapu(Udupi), Koliwada(Dharwad), etc. A trace Buddhist culture must
have existed even during Western Chalukya period as we see inscriptions
indicating Tara, Baudhayana, etc were worshipped. Interestingly, the caves
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around Kadari of Mangalore also have Buddhist- Vajrayana connections. These
caves are locally called as Pandava caves. They have discovered Bodhisattva idol
in the Jogi Mutti of the same region. Some of the Inscriptions found at Kolar,
Uttarkannada and other districts of Karnataka are also make references to
Buddhism.
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Historic Traces of Ancient Hinayana Buddhist Learning

Centre (University) of Valabhi
Dr. Sudesh M. B. Bhowate

Abstract:

India has a rich tradition of higher learning from ancient times. A tradition
of learning seems to be initiated from the forest Ashramas and grows further in
the historic developments to the skyscraper monasteries like Nalanda. The
Buddhist Education System evolved vis-a-vis Vedicas and Jainas, but
overshadows the other two from the period of the Great Emperor Asoka till the
invasions from Arabs and other counter-revolutionary attempts. After the schism
in Buddhist Sangha into Hinayana and Mahayana and especially following the
decline in Maurya dynasty, increase in Mahayana activities was seen. During the
heyday of Buddhist Universities in India many of the great Buddhist scholars
reported to be the follower of Mahayana hence helped in the growth of historic
Buddhist universities devoted to the Great Vehicle mostly. Unfortunately when
we look for the sources for the Hinayana learning centers like Valabhi, a very few
references are left scattered in the history about the education system. These
(Hinayana) learning centers were equally superior in case of its education system
and its scholar teachers, but remain unreported in the History. During his visit
Xuangzang prominently mentioned Valabhi as the Hinayana learning center, but
when we go through the report of all three Chinese travelers we are given more
information of Mahayana following Universities than those of Hinayana.
Historians compare the Nalanda university tradition to understand the Valabhi to
come to an unclear conclusion; coincidentally they speak more of Nalanda and
Taxila than the Valabhi. Therefore, the attempt of this paper is to connect
different threads of references in the history about Buddhist Monastic education at
ancient Vallabhi to develop a better understanding about the remnants of the
center.

Key Words: Hinayana, Mahayana, Buddhist Monastery, Higher learning center,
university, royal patronage, grants, Faxian, Xuangzang, [-Tsing, archeology, etc.

Valabhi was one of the few known Hinayana based Buddhist universities in India.
The remains of the Valabhi University are situated around its present day modern
name Valabhipur in Bhavnagar district of Gujarat. The fame of the university
which was situated in western India was quite equal to that of Nalanda which was
the Mahayana based university. For educational status in ancient India the rivalry
or competition between these two universities could be traced from the reports of
Xuangzang and I-Tsing. Although we do not have much historical documents
about the growth of the university and its teachers and scholars (except Gunamati
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and Shtirmati) as we get the list from the other ancient Buddhist universities, but
archeological evidences and few references give us an idea about the quality of
advanced education was being disseminated here considered all over the country
for the higher jobs in royal courts. Coincidentally Valabhi during its heyday caters
to the different religious beliefs especially Jainas and Saivas besides Buddhism.
The documentary remains of the Valabhi give us an interesting picture of the time
where religious tolerance amongst the followers was clearly evident. Intellectual
and philosophical debates would decide the change or acceptance of certain
beliefs. Scholars would prepare for years to challenge some scholars or Acharyas
for debate. The University for Centuries enjoyed the royal patronage until its final
culmination by Muslim invaders.

About the establishment of Valabhi, According to Radhakumud
Mookerjee, “Nalanda had its rival in a university on the other side of India at
Valabhi which was the capital of the Maitraka Kings for the period AD 475-777".
(Mookerji, 1947: 585-586) Valabhi was founded by the Maitraka Kings in
Saurashtra of Gujarat. As per documents Maitrakas were a war like tribe and
Xuangzang called them as Kshatriyas. Dr. Krishnakumari in her Thesis
maintained that “Maitakas were Kshatriya clan of the Yadava race and that their
origin may probably be traced to the Mitra dynasty that ruled over the region
around about Mathura”.(Virji, 1955: 19) “This offshoot kingdom seems
to have inherited the Gupta tradition of Royal patronage to monasteries, and
Buddhism flourished at its capital Valabhi which rose to widespread fame as a
center alike of learning and commerce under a dynasty of kings styling
themselves ‘Maitrakas’ in their royal seals.” (Dutt, 1962:224) From the
documents it is clear that during the decline phase of Gupta dynasty one its
Senapati named Bhattraka went westward in search of the region to develop as his
kingdom. “Bhattraka carved out of the dissolving empire a feudatory state for
himself in Sourashtra. He made Valabhi its capital and founded the dynasty
named Maitraka. The third descended in the line Dronasimha, became an
independent sovereign and took the title of Maharaja.” (Dutt, 1962:225). Why
Bhattraka was not calling himself as maharaja because, “he feared that it might be
contested” (Virji, 1955: 24) Interestingly Maitrakas were the followers of Shaiva
faith “the royal seal on their copperplate grants bear sign of Nandi (Shiva’s Bull)
above the name of founder of the dynasty, Bhattraka.” (Dutt, 1962:225) Yet their
patronage was enjoyed by the Buddhists without any discrimination.

About the place we get a clear report from Xuangzang who visited India
during the seventh Century. He maintained in his records, “There are some
hundred houses (families) or so, who possess a hundred lakhs. The rare and
valuable products are here stored in great quantities. There are some hundred
sangharams, with about 600 priests. Most of them study the little vehicle,
according to the Sammatiya School. There are several hundred deva temples with
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very many sects of different sorts. (Beal, 1884: 66-67) Xuangzang gives us an
idea that many rich people lived in this part that were the sources of patronage to
the Buddhist education here and over hundred Sangharams means a complex of
educational centers. It was the region where Buddha already paid a visit.
Xuangzang also heard about the Buddha’s dwelling in this region. “When
Tathagata lived in the world, he often traveled through this country. Hence Asoka-
raja raised monuments or built stupas in all those places where Buddha rested.
Scattered among these are spots where the three past Buddhas sat down, or
walked, or preached the law”. (Beal, 1884:267). Therefore, the region around
Valabhi had already come under the influence of Buddha’s teachings from his
lifetime and later Ashoka built stupas and many monuments to guide locals for
Buddhist practices. The Buddhist educational center was already taking shape
before the foundation of Maitrakas bringing this region under their rule. “It might
have been promulgated there, as in southern Gujrat (Aparant), by the Buddhists of
Ceylon (Sinhadvipa). The name of one of these Buddhists, according to the edicts
of Asoka, the Mahavamsa and Dipvamsa, was Dharmarakshita”. (Virji, 1955:
170) During the reign of king Milinda this region enjoyed popularity. Talking
about the fame of Valabhi, even I-Tsing reported the existence of Valabhi as the
Buddhist higher learning centre equal to Nalanda. The earliest reference to
Buddhism in Valabhi is found in copper plate of Dhruvsena I. “In I-Tsing’s time
there were two pre-eminent centers of learning in India- Nalanda in the east and
Valabhi in the West. Speaking of the ‘Method of learning in west (i.e. India), |
tsing says that it was usual for learners, after preliminary training, to resort to
Nalanda or to Valabhi for further studies”. (Dutt, 1962:230)

During the visit of Xuangzang, the King Druvapata was ruling the country
who was a Kshatriya as other rulers in the country. He is the nephew of Siladitya-
raja of Malava, and son-in-law of the son of Siladitya. According to Xuangzang,
“He is of a lively and hasty disposition; his wisdom and statecraft are shallow.
Quite recently he has attached himself sincerely to faith in the three "Precious
ones." Yearly he summons a great assembly, and for seven days gives away most
valuable gems, exquisite meats, and on the priests he bestows in charity the three
garments and medicaments, or their equivalent in value, and precious articles
made of rare and costly gems of the seven sorts”. (Beal, 1884: 267) Here when
Xuangzang mentioned the “three precious ones” indicating his attachment to
Buddhist three triple gems. Like the previous Buddhist kings he too was
organizing Buddhist assemblies where he would be generously supporting the
Buddhists.

Close to the Valabhi city a big Sanghrama was established and was
flourishing during Xuangzang’s visit. He reported that “the great sangharama was
built by the Arhat Achara (‘0-che-lo) ; here the Bodhisattvas Gunamati and
Sthiramati (Kien-hwui) fixed their residences during their travels and composed
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treatises which have gained a high renown”. (Beal,1884: 268) Dipakkumar Barua
confirmed the fact of Arhat Acharya with Sanskrit evidence. “This information
(of Arhat Achara) was supplemented by a grant of Dharasena II of Valabhi, in
which the Sanskrit name of the founder was given as Atharya”. (Barua, 1969: 60-
61) “This monastery was known as the BAPPAPADIY A monastery (monastery of
the father) as was found in a grant to this vihara, made by King Druvasena II in
circa AC 588”. (Barua, 1969: 61)

The period of the establishment of the great Sangharama was not reported
but it must be during and after the Ashoka’s period, as we got evidence of
Ashoka’s patronage to Buddhism to this part. Therefore, Buddhism was
flourishing around Valabhi, Hinayana and Pudgalvadin in particular. According to
Sukumar Dutta, “The growth of Valabhi as a centre of Hinayana Buddhism seems
to have started contemporaneously with the foundation of the Maitraka dynasty
itself. Bhattraka was not Buddhist Himself, but a Saiva. Yet an old monastery
associated with his name, it's referred to as ‘Bhattraka Monastry” in one of the
grants (AD 567) of Guhasena, suggesting its foundation by Bhattraka himself.
(Dutt, 1962:226) He indicated Bhattaraka as the founder of the Bhattaraka
Monastery, but we already know that Buddhism was available here and to that
Buddha’s dwelling was evident through the tradition reported by Xuangzang.
Therefore, Hinayana was already introduced to this part before Bhattraka granted
financial support to the Sangharama.

Following Bhattraka’s reign the successor of the dynasty continued the
grants to the Buddhist Monastic practices here by granting finances to the
Monasteries and ceremonies. Bhattraka’s granddaughter Dudda’s monastery then
became the nucleus of an extensive monastic group known as the ‘Dudda’ group
of monasteries and was looked after by the State. (Dutt, 1962:226) King
Dharsenal later grants finances to build a vihara for Acharya Sthirmati.
Radhakumud Mukerjee supported the same. “Again in AD 580, King Dharasena I
made a grant in favour of another vihara called Sri Bappada which was founded
by Acharya Bhadanta Sthiramati”. (Mookerji, 1947: 585-586)

As a matter of fact the different monasteries were the outcome of generosity of
royal patronage and local merchants. The monasteries built from the grants of the
Bhattraka’s successors and Buddhist following local rich merchants are as
follows:

1. Buddhadasa Vihara named after Acharya Bhadant Buddhadasa
Abhaytarika Vihara built by Nimma
Kaka Vihara built by Merchant named Kaka
Gohaka vihara built by Gohaka,
Vimalagupta Vihara built by Acarya Vimalagupta
Stiramati Vihara built by Sthramati (probably not the Vasubandhu’s
descipel Sthirmati)

SNk W
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The complex of Buddhist monasteries indicated the different Buddhist schools
under it’s nikaya’s and under acharya’s were established under the royal
patronages helps develop Buddhist educational environment.

As a matter of fact, the Dudda Mandala of monasteries was for the use of
monks only. But there was another Mandala founded by one Yaksasri, which was
intended for nuns. It was always tradition that Buddhist sangha Nunneries are
quite separate from the Monk’s residents, but they are close to them. In Valabhi
also we can locate these two mandala’s were developed for Monks and Nuns
separately. According to Sukumar Dutt, The names of these nunneries too appear
from the grants:

1. Yaksasri vihara built by Yaksasri

2. Purnannabhatta Vihara built by Purnannabhata

3. Ajita Vihar was built by merchant Ajita.

“Both Siladitya I and Dhruvasena Il made grants to some of these nunneries”
(Dutt, 1962:228)

From the grants to the monasteries and local Buddhist practices it is
indicated that they were all related to the Hinayana sect of eighteen Nikayas. “The
grants refer to the resident monk-community as ‘Arya Bhiksu Sangha, or as in
Guhasena’s grant, as Sakyarya Bhiksu Sangha of eighteen Schools (Nikayas)- the
traditional numbers of schools in Hinayana Buddhism”. (Dutt, 1962:228-229)
From the grants sanctioned by the royal patronage it is also evident that these
grants were given to the Mahayana school of Buddhism which was also
established around the main mandalas. “Druvasena II made a grant to the
Monastery at the village of Yodhavaka, built by one Skadabhatta, the resident
sangha of which is described in the grant as ‘Maha-nikaya Arya Bhiksu Sangha’
where the expression Maha-Nikaya, most probably means Mahayanist. (Dutt,
1962: 229) Dr. Krishnakumari refered in her thesis that, “In the hey-day of
Valabhi, i.e. in sixth and the seventh centuries, the chief form of religion must
have been Mahayanism. it is possible that the the influence of Nalanda was
responsible for the growth of the Mahayana sect in Valabhi. The form of
Mahayana that prevailed in Valabhi was that of the Stavira school” (Virji, 1955:
176)

From the Buddhist monastic tradition we learnt that Buddha Viharas are
built to provide shelter to monks, for discourses and training of novices. The
Valabhi monasteries were no exception to this. In the book ‘Viharas in Ancient
India’, Dipak Kumar Barua maintained that The Valabhi monasteries were built,
as the inscriptions related, for three reasons, e.g. (a) to lodge the Buddhist Sangha
which gathered together from different quarter, and considered of Bhikkhus who
practiced the eighteen nikayas. (b) For the worship of Buddha-image and (c) for
the installation and maintenance of books (library). (Barua, 1969: 61) The special
grants to the library indicate the higher learning centers at Valabhi besides the
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scholars who are creating the inscriptions here. The grants were sanctioned by the
royal patronages to purchase the manuscripts and books. “This monastery was
equipped with a library which was considered deserving a royal grant for the
express provisions for purchase of books (saddarmasya pustakopanchayartham, in
grant of Guhasena I of AD 559.)” (Mookerji, 1947: 586)

Besides the building of monasteries and library aids, the royal patronage
provided grants for the day to day ceremonies performed in the monastery. The
regular ritual performance was quite expensive which might not be possible
through the support of the lay followers. Therefore, royal patronage was received
for various items required for the performance of rituals. Sukumar Dutt mentioned
that “In the Hinayanist monastery in Valabhi, Buddhapuja the ritual image
worship seems to have been a major activity of the monks, attended with due rites
and ceremonies. The Kings on their grants provide for it; they include in the items
of expenditure the cost of incense, lamps, oil, flowers”. (Dutt, 1962:228-229)
According to Xuangzang image of seven Buddha in a Vihara built by the King
Siladitya shows that the worship of the image of previous Buddha and Gautama
Buddha was in vogue in the Valabhi era. I-Tsing also reported of details of the
way in which Buddhist image was bathed and worshipped. “The priest in charge
of performing the ceremony of worshiping the image was known as the padmula
and the grants made special provision for his livelihjood”. (Virji, 1955: 175)
Sukumar Dutt further maintained that “Buddhist Vihara of the age, as we gather
from the Chinese records were open to all learners, Manavakas (ordinary pupils)
as well as monks, it was not necessary to be ordained to take advantage of the
learning dispensed by them. The Saivait Maitrakas would not be concerned with
the propagation of Buddhism”. (Dutt, 1962: 231) This indicates that Maitrakas
were tolerant towards the propagation of Buddhism in their kingdom by the
Buddhist monastics while they themselves followed the Saiva belief.

It is a matter of interest to know the skilled scholars of the Valabhi
University and their further career. As we have seen that both monks and lay
persons could earn education here, therefore, laypersons did have a high prospect
of getting recognized by the royal patronages to serve the court. Mookerji
maintains that “Students of Valabhi like those of Nalanda, after graduation, used
to present their theories and even demonstrate their administrative talent to be
employed in government services related to I-tsing. This shows that Valabhi
provided for other studies than the purely religious secular vidyas like dharma,
Niti, Vartta, Chikitsa Sastras. (Mookerji, 1947: 586) Altekar mentioned that the
fame of the university was such that from the eastern part of India Brahmins
would think of sending their wards to learn here. “Like Nalanda, Valabhi also was
not an exclusively Buddhist or Monastic center of Learning. Even Brahmanas
from the distant Gangetic plain used to send their sons to that place for higher
education”. (Altekar, 1944: 124)
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The courses taught in the university were completed in two to three years
with rigorous teaching learning sessions as monastics. Like Nalanda it was known
for the intellectual environment. Here not only monastic education was
disseminated but also scientific education was imparted on the basis of religion.
“The university was famous for its catholicity and intellectual freedom. We are
told that the scholars from all parts of India used to assemble at Valabhi and stay
there for at least two or three years to discuss ‘possible and impossible doctrines”.
(Altekar, 1944: 124). Altekar further maintains that since Maitakas were generous
towards higher learning “give direct grants for the purpose of meeting the general
expenses of the University as also for strengthening its library” (Altekar, 1944:
124). The scholars who completed their courses in the university received special
recognition from the community and Kings in particular. “They used to receive
some financial help to enable them to start their life. This continued to be the case
till c. 775 A. D. when the reigning dynasty succumbed to an Arab attack, which
resulted in the destruction of the city and of the University. (Altekar, 1944: 124)
the beginning Arab invasion began from the north-west and later to western part
of the country, therefore, Valabhi came under primary Arab attacks which caused
its destruction. Sukumar Dutt rejects the possibility of destruction coming from
Rashtrakutas of the time. “It came from the Tajjika (Arab) invaders-perhaps at
some time in the eighties of the eighth century AD. They reduced all its edifice to
rubble and dust including the Maitraka monasteries. (Dutt, 1962: 231) The
Rashtrakutas kings like Dantivarman and Dharavarsa provided grants to the
Kampilya monasteries on the outskirts of Surat. “A copperplate inscription of
Dantivarman dated S. 789 (AC 867) recorded that, after bathing in the river
Puravi (Purna), the King donated lands at the request of the monk, Stiramati, in
favour of the Kampilya Vihara, where there lived five hundred Bhikkus of
Sinddhudesa. It may be presumed that the Buddhist monkish community
migrating from Sindh, due to probably Muslim aggression there, established a
monastery at Kalimpya which was already regarded as a sacred spot”. (Barua.
1969: 64) the movement of Arab invasion could be traced here during the eighth
century from the North-west pushing the Buddhist activities towards south.

In a nutshell, the region of Saurashtra blessed with the dwelling of Buddha
himself and later came under the royal patronage of Emperor Ashoka, gives us the
idea that the region was came under influence of Buddha’s teaching from the
beginning and from the Ashoka’s reign Buddhist monastic shelters were being
built. The beginning of higher learning as per the historic evidence shows that
Maitraka kings came to this region during the decline of Gupta dynasty and
established the Valabhi as their kingdom. The status of kingdom to the Valabhi
helped flourishing the monastic education on university level here with the royal
patronage provided by the Maitraka kings and their successors. The significant
contribution came also from the local Buddhist following merchants for the
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building of monasteries and its maintenance. The fame of the university was not
less than the Nalanda which was the Mahayana educational center. The
development of Hinayana educational center at Valabhi with its scholars’
recognition all over the country was noteworthy. Unfortunately the death blow
came from the Arab invasion which caused the complete destruction. Though the
primary setback occurred in the eighth century, it continued to survive till the
twelfth century when the forceful Arab aggression caused the complete extinction
of the university. Yet the university created its high benchmark being only
Hinayana University in India.
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Archaeology a Medium for Development of Buddhist
Pilgrimage Sites
Mr. Rahul Rao

Abstract

Pilgrimage is actually a special way for physically walking on the path,
trodden by the Buddha in the past and taken as an inspiration from these places
and the teachings to keep walking on the path by a person who is called the
pilgrim. In Pali Literature Pilgrimage refers too ‘Idha Tathagato jato tipi, ‘Idha
Tathdagato anuttaram sammasambodhim abhisambuddho tipi, ‘Idha Tathdgatena
anuttaram dhammacakkam pavattita’ntipi, ‘Idha Tathdgato anupadisesaya
nibbanadhatuya parinibbuto 'tipi.

The archaeology of Buddhism will highlight the excavation of individual
far-flung monuments and the chronological review of literature and regional style.
Reports focus on such isolated or untouched monuments, and practitioners expose
only the brick or stone walls of monuments. In this research paper it will
readdress the lacunae but only through fresh excavations at key sites in a whole to
explore, do research and communicate using advanced techniques along with it
highlighting Buddhist architecture through the teachings of Buddha; historical
personality supporting archaeological findings in the Indian continent.

Emperor Asoka journey to Buddhist pilgrimage sites is more important
than anyone in the history of Buddhism. Hiuen Tsiang, diary Si-Yu-Ki: Buddhist
Records of the Western World, associated with the Buddha’s life; and due to Sir
Alexander Cunningham efforts modern pilgrim can experience the grandeur of
today Buddhist pilgrimage sites.

Archaeology has a subject would have not started or opened up any new
horizon, if not interlinked with Pali language. Buddhist history would have not
been open access towards the entire world in the form of torch light in the current
situation will be taken into consideration in this research and a new dimension of
interlinking archaeology with Buddhism.

Key words: Pilgrimage, archaeology, Buddhism, Pali, sites, pilgrim

Introduction

Pilgrimage meaning as per Oxford Dictionary is a journey to a place of
particular interest or significance and a pilgrim’s journey. Pilgrimage is actually a
special way for physically walking on the path, trodden by the Buddha in the past
and taken as an inspiration from these places and the teachings to keep walking on
the path by a person who is called the pilgrim. Thus Pilgrim and Pilgrimage is an
essential factor on the path of Dhamma, to study the spiritual changes happening
in the personality of humans.
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Pilgrimage References seen in Tipitaka

Buddhist Pilgrimage is the fusion of two words, “Buddhist” and
“Pilgrimage”. In Pali Literature Pilgrimage means “Carika” Here Buddha walked
on foot across the Northern part of India, Ganges Plains the Middle Land to
preach the path of Nibbana. Buddha has been referred here by his teachings given
at particular places as Buddhist teachings or Dhamma. In Pali literature the word
Carikd was used at an important event, after completing the first vassavasa or
rainy retreat at Isipatana Sarnath. Sixty Bhikkhus with Buddha all were
Enlightened or attained Arhanatship. Buddha's Utterance on the Four Places of
Pilgrimage.

“Pubbe, bhante, disasu vassam vuttha bhikkhii agacchanti Tathagatam
dassanaya. Te mayam labhama manobhavaniye bhikkhii dassanaya, labhama
payirupasanaya. Bhagavato pana mayam, bhante, accayena na labhissama
manobhavaniye bhikkhti dassanaya, na labhissama payirupasanaya’ti.
“Cattarimani, Ananda, saddhassa kulaputtassa dassaniyani samvejaniyani thanani.
Katamani cattari? ‘Idha Tathagato jato’ti, Ananda, saddhassa kulaputtassa
dassaniyam samvejaniyam thanam. ‘Idha Tathagato anuttaram sammasambodhim
abhisambuddho’ti, Ananda, saddhassa kulaputtassa dassanlyam samvejaniyam
thanam. ‘Idha Tathagatena anuttaram dhammacakkam pavattita’nti, Ananda,
saddhassa kulaputtassa dassaniyam samvejaniyam thanam. ‘Idha Tathagato
anupadisesaya nibbanadhatuya parinibbuto’ti, Ananda, saddhassa kulaputtassa
dassanlyam samvejaniyam thanam. Imani kho, Ananda, cattari saddhassa
kulaputtassa dassaniydni samvejaniyani thanani. “Agamissanti kho, Ananda,
saddha bhikkhii bhikkhuniyo upasaka upasikayo — ‘Idha Tathagato jato’tipi,
‘Idha Tathagato anuttaram sammasambodhim abhisambuddho’tipi, ‘Idha
Tathagatena anuttaram dhammacakkam pavattita’ntipi, ‘Idha Tathagato
anupadisesiya nibbanadhatuya parinibbuto’tipi. Ye hi keci, Ananda,
cetiyacarikam ahindanta pasannacitta kalankarissanti, sabbe te kayassa bheda
param marana sugatim saggam lokam upapajjissanti”ti.!

4. 3. 2. 8. (Samvejaniyasuttam) 18. Cattarimani bhikkhave saddhassa kulaputtassa
dassaniyani samvejaniyani thanani. Katamani cattari? Idha tathagato jatoti
bhikkhave saddhassa kulaputtassa dassaniyam samvejaniyam thanam.
Idha tathagato anuttaram sammasambodhim abhisambuddhoti bhikkhave
saddhassa kulaputtassa dassaniyam samvejaniyam thanam. Idha tathagato
anuttaram dhammacakkam pavattesiti bhikkhave saddhassa kulaputtassa
dassanlyam samvejaniyam thanam. Idha tathagato anupadisesaya
nibbanadhatuya parinibbutoti  bhikkhave saddhassa  kulaputtassa

! An Exposition of Mahaparinibbana Sutta pg no 93-98 by Bhikkhu Pesala
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dassaniyam samvejaniyam thanam.imani kho bhikkhave cattari saddhassa
kulaputtassa dassaniyani samvejaniyani thananiti.>

The above two references from Tipitaka in Roman Script, one in
Mahaparinibbana Sutta of Digh Nikaya from Sutta Pitaka, Here Buddha informs
Venerable Ananda about Pilgrimage to four places, Construction of Stupa,
Veneration of Stupa and Person worthy of Stupa. Second reference is from
Samvejaniya Sutta of Anguttara Nikaya from Sutta Pitaka mentions about the four
places of pilgrimage.

Wherever the Cetiya has been constructed on the relics of Buddha, In the
Majjhima Desa where he preached Dhamma for almost 45 years of his lifetime
and later Cetiya were built and venerated by Noble Sangha it is called
CetiyaCarika. Buddha informed shrines of three types (cetiva) which are
mentioned in the Sutta: Shrine for a relic of the body (saririka cetiya), Shrine for a
relic of use or wear (paribhogika cetiya), and Shrine for a relic of memorial
(uddesika cetiya).

Archaeology of Buddhism

The archaeology of Buddhism has been portrayed as the excavation of
individual far-flung monuments and the chronological review of literature and
regional style. Reports focus on isolated or untouched monuments, and
practitioners expose only the brick or stone walls of monuments. Technical
studies relate architectural phasing to the exclusion of associated ceramic, small
find, and specialist analyses undertaken diligently, and there is a divergence of old
and modern techniques when comparing the excavation of Buddhist monuments
and prehistoric sites in general.

As a result, scholars in other disciplines rely on textual sources purporting
to represent the social and economic context of early Buddhism rather than trying
to interpret the results of excavations with the passing of time. This reliance is by
no means new, as colonial pioneers also utilized archaeology to provide evidence
for assumptions based on those early textual sources. Many early encounters were
amateurish, but their founding assumptions persist, along with explanations,
limiting the sophistication of our understanding of early practice in true sense.
However, the archaeology of Buddhism offers the opportunity of tracing
divergences between early precept and practices with ultimate reach and
investigating the social, cultural, regional and economic transformations that
accompanied its establishment. Indeed, Buddhism emerged at the same time as
statehood and second urbanization, as well as the creation of mercantile and urban
elites, princely clans, merchants, traders whose needs did not match related to
established Brahmanical belief or the orthodox caste system.

2 https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sltp/AN_II_utf8.html#pts.118
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Furthermore, although much has been written on the life of the Buddha,
we have little evidence from this early period, and the date of his
Mahaparinibbana as well as the identity of his childhood home are still debated.
The archaeology of Buddhism can readdress these lacunae but only through fresh
excavations at key sites in a whole to explore, do research and communicate using
advanced techniques. Such techniques can also be applied to examine monuments
within their landscapes in order to understand their position and function within
the networks of social and economic relationships that unified cityscapes with
hinterlands within India and Asia continent.

References must be made to the potential in representing the Buddhist
ethnographies, which have recorded individual and collective motivations of
communities, within the framework of laypeople and noble Sangha. These allow
us to develop analogues for the past as well as demonstrating that, far from being
conservative; Buddhism has been adaptive, which explains its spread and
resilience through its lenses in divergence manner.

Archaeology of Buddhism can provide more than the description of
individual monuments as it alone can shed light on the physical character of early
ritual practice; it alone can demonstrate how Buddhism interacted with its
contemporary period relate to social, cultural, political, economic, and ritual
context; and it alone can shed light on what early Buddhists actually did in the
phase of 1700 years.

Four themes are significant in the archaeology of Buddhism: the history of
archacology in Asia with reference to Buddhism; defining a chronology for the
historical Buddha and sites associated with Buddhism; identifying regional
specificities and contexts for Buddhist sites as they emerged across Asia; and
finally addressing the issue of interconnectedness and interlink ages between the
various sites within the Buddhist Sasana. The active participation of learned
monks and nuns in the stipa cult and their mobility across Asia along with
renowned archaeologist and three Chinese pilgrim travelogue which has changed
the course of Buddhist archacology.

Importance of Buddhist Architecture through teachings

The eightfold path shown by the Buddha in the middle of the first
millennium BCE was founded on wisdom, morality, and concentration. Like other
contemporary Indic religions, Buddha Dhamma had no central organization, nor
did it follow a single text as its guiding principle. Its core principle was refuge in
the Buddha, the Dhamma, and the Sangha, though as it expanded across Asia; it
absorbed local traditions, responded to historical factors, and evolved
philosophically. The physical manifestations of the Dhamma appeared in the
archaeological record at least two hundred to three hundred years later, in the
form of inscriptions, stipas, pillars, terracotta, images, and other objects of
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veneration. Relic and image worship were important factors in the expansion of
Buddhism across the subcontinent and into other parts of Asia. As Buddhist
Architecture evolved immensely and expanded the geographical boundaries under
the patronage of Emperors and the technique was adopted through foreigners in
the construction of rock-cut architecture, structural stupa were changing with the
time from simply mud and clay to bricks, than baked bricks, later marbles,
decorative panels an finally beautifully ornamented vedika. Jatakas and the life
time of Buddha in iconic and aniconic form were showcased in different region as
per the understanding of the people. Everyone supported towards the replicative
architecture closely related to the life of people with the message or teachings of
Buddha transmitted through the architecture.

Historical Personality supporting Archaeological Findings

Emperor Asoka journey to Buddhist pilgrimage sites is more important
than anyone in the history of Buddhism because these sites signified the
connection to Buddha, which he went ahead and constructed pillars. To list them
we find pillars at Lumbini, Bodhagaya, Sarnath, Vaishali, Sankissa and Kausambi
which has Inscriptions giving information related to importance of these sites
during the lifetime of Buddha. The first historical record of performing a
pilgrimage is about the great Indian Emperor Asoka, or, as he always referred to
himself, Piyadassi, Beloved of Gods. When he was crowned in 270 BCE,
becoming the third emperor of the Mauryan dynasty, he inherited a vast empire
that stretched from Afghanistan to Bangladesh and included off all India except
the southernmost tip and later annexed the present state of Orissa, and then known
has Kalinga®

We also find Asokan pillars at the birth place of previous Buddha such as
Kanakamuni and Krakuchhanda at Nepal region at Niglihawa and Gothihawa
these places were also connected to pilgrimage as Asoka visited himself in 249
BC on the occasion of twentieth year of his coronation. Contribution to be noted
here if Emperor Asoka would have personally not visited Lumbini at Nepal Terai
region, we would have not able to proclaim Buddha has a human it would have
been only myth.

Inscription at Niglihawa: Devanam piyena piyadasin lajina- chodasavasa
bhisitena Budhasa Konakamanasa thube-dutyam vadhite Visativa sabhisitena —
cha atana-agacha-mahiyite silathabe-cha usa papite

Inscription at Lumbini: Devanapiyena Piyadasina lajina visati vas abhisitena atana
agacha mahiyite hida Budhe jate Sakyamuni ti silavi gada bhicha kalapita sila
thabhe cha usapapite hida Bhagavan jateti Luminini game ubalike kate athabhagiye
cha

3 Rana. P. B. Singh, Where the Buddha Walked: A companion to the Buddhist Places of India,
Indica Publications,2003,pg 28.
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Pillars can also been traced on the route towards Chamaparan East and
West at Bihar, to name them are Rampurva, Lauriya Nandangarh and Lauriya
Areraj, these are not directly connected with Buddha, but they are on the routes
towards Buddhist sites. Apart from that there is minor rock edicts stating Emperor
Asoka was on a journey with his queens, family members, and royal persons an
inscribed portrait or relief panel, on it has been found at Sannati, Karnataka
depicting the scene. Also a minor edicts stating Emperor Asoka travelling for
almost 256 days across places under his kingship from North India to South of
Karnataka and writing down inscriptions of his journey and spreading the
teachings of Buddhist doctrine to his masses.

Hiuen Tsiang in his diary Si-Yu-Ki: Buddhist Records of the Western World, of
respective places associated with the Buddha’s life, we get complete picture from
glorious past of Ancient Buddhist India and how famous it had been termed by the
name the Light of Asia. His diary is still the best of centuries for any person who
is keen in writing about a location which has transformed through ages. It gives a
complete overview of not only todays India but the neighbouring countries or we
can say undivided India of Emperor Asoka. Diary gives minute details of
geographical, climate, settlements, teachings, architecture, language, university’s,
administration, dynasty, rivers, mountains, countryside’s, narrative story’s related
to Jataka and his personal touch of how he sees the conditions of deserted places
which once been a light as a diamond for everyone.

Sir Alexander Cunningham did not come to the Middle Land as a pilgrim, but
much of what the modern pilgrim sees today at Indian Buddhist pilgrimage sites is
due to his efforts. Alexander Cunningham came to India in 1833 as a second
lieutenant. He saw active service on several occasions, and later distinguished
himself as an administrator, surveyor and engineer. During 1833-1885 he had
been in India, and in 1861 when the Archaeological Survey of India, was founded
he became the first Director General which he continued till 1885 after he
returned to England, he dedicated his life for revealing and preserving India’s
past. He himself published 13 volumes of the reports of the ASI, and also
supervised many excavations and preparation of archaeological reports. Sir
Alexander Cunningham learned to decipher a large number of ancient scripts; he
located or visited an enormous number of sites, surveying many of them; and he
developed a truly remarkable knowledge of India’s ancient geography, its
numismatics and the comparative styles of Indian ancient sculpture.

During the course of time apart from above named pilgrims we get
information of renowned scholars. In the 18" Century James Prinsep who has a
massive contribution in deciphering and reading out the ancient Brahmi script or
Dhamma lipi on Asokan pillars. Apart from him the Religious Scholar who had
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taken a massive stand at International religious world level forum and Conference
was none other than Anagarika Dhammapala for revival of Mahabodhi and
Sarnath and other Buddhist places too.

Conclusion

Archaeology has a subject would have not started or opened up any new
horizon, if not interlinked with Pali language. Buddhist history would have not
been open towards the entire world in the form of torch light in the current
situation. We have to be grateful to all the European Archaeologist especially
British and German scholars along with Indian Archaeologist, Researchers who
all have worked day and night by reading the Tipitaka texts and interpreting
through Pali, hybrid Sanskrit, inscriptions and coins legends to decipher this
ancient Buddhist India and too be thankful to the Pali Text society who have
dedicated their time and energy to translate the texts.

The ancient pilgrims travelogue were essential to focus on the Buddhist
archaeological sites; structural along with rock cut sites which are spread across
the entire Asian continent of more 84000 stupas, vihara and monasteries of
ancient period. This defines archaeology has a medium to develop Buddhist
pilgrimage sites at a large scale across India an Asia peripheral. So we has a
student or research scholar, academician and faculty need to enhance the
archaecology has a subject in our respective university, curriculum interlinking
with Pali language to rehydrate, Pali Language Studies, Buddhist Studies and
Archaeology Studies all three goes hand in hand an builds a new platform for
everyone to rewrite our true Indian history and geography through the perspective
of Buddhist archaeological sites.
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Ancient Education in the University of Taxashila

As Depicted in the Pali Literature
Ashwaveer W. Gajbhiye

Introduction: The Buddhist Pali Jatakas are the earliest source wherein
depicted the most ancient Indian educational system in higher learning. The Jataka
no. 252 is the sole source which throws considerable light on the University
educational system at Taxashila prevailed from 7" century BCE to the 3™ century
BCE as suggested by Prof. Dr. Radhakumud Mookerji. And it is Dr. Radhakumud
Mookerji who wrote on this subject for the first time in detail in an elaborate
research article entitled, ‘Ancient Indian Education From The Jatakas’. Present
Paper is a bit of imitational venture of Dr. Mookerji in the light of historical,
literary and archaeological sources which throw light on the university education
at Taxashila before king Ashoka in the 3" Century BCE.

Scenario of the University: The University of Taxashila was located under the
jurisdiction of the city with common name which was founded by the Naga King
named Taxaka and the university also. Hence the city and the university were
named mononymously after the name of their great benefactor Naga King!. Her
out sprawled campus which was established outside the city but adjacent to it
appeared nothing but a well-planned clusters of hermitages since it was the
tradition then that to earn education by the students at the residence of teacher?.
Each teacher had the intake capacity of students at maximum number up to five
hundred students and minimum twenty or hundred in number. There was not less
than ten thousand student altogether that had used to get their education in the
campus of the University of Taxashila. Each teacher was as an independent
institute or a centre of special subject and owing to this speciality each centre was
as a college of separate fame and name3.

The hermitages of teachers, residences of students, learning centres and
dining houses etc. were erected of woods, bamboos and from straw. Its walls and
roofs were made up of straw and the sticks of the bamboos and of woods. Its walls
of straw were polished with mud and cow dung. The floor and yard of each house
was also polished with the watery mud of cow dung. Each establishment of the
dwellers in the campus was surrounded by the fencing made up of straw and the
sticks of the bamboos. The whole university campus was abundance in a very rich
natural beauty and sylvan solitude atmosphere across the patio of small hillocks
Muri. It was the representation of a wholesome environment for every dweller in
the campus of the university*. In such a wholesome, enlivening and pleasant
environment the teachers in the university had used to teach and the students
enjoyed mostly under the sky in open ground and many times beneath the thick
shadow of a large banyan tree. This was the centre of higher education and not of
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elementary education. Since it was the seat of advanced studies the students were
admitted there at the age of sixteen or when they come of age®. This was the
condition that exclusively the students who have come of at mature age were
admitted in the university. Parents, though there might be a famous and caliber
teachers in and around nearby their village and town, used to send their wards so
far away from their homes for the furtherance of their higher studies®.

Admission in the University: Admission was open to the students of all classes
and castes irrespective of social status and poor or rich. Hence the university
campus was like an ocean where all rivers meet and merged in vast uniform water
leaving her an independent identity behind it. So the University of Taxashila was
flocked with a quite heterogeneous stock of students drawn from all ranks and
classes of society and representing diverse social conditions. Whatsoever, the
youths of Brahmin (priest) and Kshatriya (warrior) castes were of course in large
numbers among them. There were the princes from distant kingdoms, lads of
magnates, of merchants and even of fisherman in the campus of the University for
earning education. Sometime, though had unwillingness of teacher to attend the
student of particular caste, he could not have to boycott the student from his right
to education awarded by the University. These were the restrictions on every
teacher in the campus and directives by university ordinances that to follow it and
had to abide by everyone strictly”.

Tuition Fees: The students who were maintained by charity and could not pay
their tuition fees all such students had used to rubbed shoulders with one another
as fellow disciples of a common college and teacher. The poor students who were
unable to pay their tuition fees had to undergo every day a course of exacting and
low kind of menial service for their respective college, but the recognition of the
dignity of all honest labour secured to them a status of equality par excellence
with its aristocratic fellows in the college. University insisted on to level the status
and dignity of every student eradicating all distinctions in order to bring out
certain standards of simplicity and discipline in the life of learning members in the
campus. Then it was a common practice and intention of the kings and aristocratic
parents that to send their boys to the distant educational centres deliberately. It
was a matter of policy proposed for their boys such a course of discipline and
education as their best training in manners and morals so that they must learn the
way to quell their pride and high mindedness®. Keeping this in mind the princes
were sent to university by their royal parents with the modest equipment like a
pair of one-soled sandals, a sunshade of leaves, and a thousand pieces of money as
his teacher’s fees, of which not a single piece he could keep with him for his own
expenses. Thus the prince had to enter in to the university campus as a poor
person renouncing all riches and amenities of all aristocratic comforts at his home.
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There his uniform was like a robe of a monk in white cotton cloths. On that
account the precincts of the every college and campus of the university appeared
like an island of the monks of white robe. Once a prince named Junha from
Banaras had accidently collided with the Brahmin in a nocturnal darkness and
broke the alms bowl. The prince was demanded for compensation by that
Brahmin but the prince was unable to pay him because of not having any money.
On that Brahmin was requested by the prince to come to Banaras and obtain his
compensation when the prince will there after finishing his education®.

Howsoever there was an exception to this broadened magnanimity of the
university’s distinguishing fame. Admission to the youths belonging to the caste
of Chandalas was not permitted in the University. This was the social and
infamous stigma to the glory, name and fame of the university. However once the
two Chandala boys from Ujjain willing to study at Taxashila entered in to the
university campus in the disguise of the Brahmin boys and got admission in the
faculty of law under a far-famed teacher. One of the students of the two was even
successful but they were detected as the Chandala at a dinner offered them by a
villager in an unguarded moment when they had used their Chandala dialect while
speaking among themselves. The host of the dinner reported this matter to their
teacher about their identity and consequently both were expelled at instant after a
trial'®. Second exception was to the greatness of the university that though the
each college and the campus of university was the representation of a
heterogeneous stock of the students or cosmopolitan composition, there were few
colleges for a particular community exclusively. Of these colleges one were for
the Brahmin students, one were for the Brahmin and Kshatriya students and one
were for the princes exclusively!!.

Distinguishing Feature of the University: Fame of this university was of course
due to its world renowned teachers who were acclaimed authorities, specialists
and experts in the subjects they professed. It was the dwellings of most celebrated
and veteran scholars of such acclaimed authority and widespread reputation of the
university which proved the city of Taxashila the intellectual capital of the Indian
sub-continent. On account of its name and fame there was a constant flow and
flock of qualified students from the different and distant part of the Indian
subcontinent and from abroad also to the University of Taxashila. There was a
direct northern route from Taxashila to China and Central Asia through Mansehra
and the upper Indus valley. The students from abroad had used to come to
Taxashila through this famous silk route!?. This was its distinguishing feature.
Another distinguishing feature of the university was that it was the singular
central university of the then India. Various educational centres in Indian
subcontinent were affiliated to this university which executed a special kind of
intellectual suzerainty over the world!®. The foreign students had used to prepare
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the duplicate or replica of the original books in order to take away with them to
their own country from Taxashila !4,

Subjects in the University: Though the subjects of Law or Political Science,
Military Science and Medical Science were the special field of study in the
University of Taxashila, the Vedas and Eighteen Shilpa or Arts also were taught
there. The subjects like Elephant Lore, Magic Charms, Spell for bringing back the
dead to life, Hunting, Spell for understanding all animals’ cries, Archery, The Art
of Prognostication, Charm for commanding all things of sense, Divining from the
signs of the body and Medicine etc. were the study of special attraction by the
students. The students had option of only one subject to take for the study in order
to achieve mastery over the choice of subject!S. Though a century earlier of the
reign of king Ambhi of Taxashila Buddhist Scriptures in the Sutta (Discourses of
Buddha Shakyamuni) and the Vinaya (Disciplines) had already been come in to
vogue after the Buddha’s Great Final Blowing Away, the same was neither a
subject taught nor included in the option of choice in the university of Taxashila.
As a matter of fact, in one sense, it was an unfortunate place, though was the chief
centre of encyclopaedic higher education, for neither the Buddha nor any of his
preacher monk visited Taxashila by the reign of king Ambhi in the last quarter of
4™ Century BCE. Whatsoever the university was enjoying the status of the centre
of a secular learning untouched and uninfluenced from Buddhism by then!®,

Financial Management of the University: The University of Taxashila was a
seat of residential schooling as well as for the day scholars and for external
students also. However it was the residential seat of learning chiefly!'”. The
students were got admission after paying one thousand pieces of money to the
teacher in advance of their entire tuition fees. Those were unable to pay this had to
render the service for their teacher and the college. In some cases such students
had to sign affidavit to pay fees after the completion of the study by earning
having employment anywhere or through own business for subsistence. In such
cases where the students were too poor to be able to pay their tuition fees, the
charitable community came forward usually to aid them a free education. Besides
several students were supported with state scholarships by the kingdoms to which
they belonged. It is to be noted that the tuition fees as fixed one thousand pieces
of money was not for the expense of teacher exclusively. The teacher was neither
like a proprietor nor did he abide by his duty on commercial concern. This fee was
charged to cover the expenses for the maintenance of those students who paid
them against of free boarding, lodging and other requirements of the students who
lived as residential with their teachers'®. Mostly the students and teachers were
invited to dine out by the villagers of charitable nature by turns as a permanent
provision of their meal. The food allowed to the students and teachers was of the
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simplest kind. For their breakfast they had to enjoy with rice gruel prepared by a
maid at the teacher’s residence and on invitations they were provided sugar cane,
molasses, curd and milk. The life of the students were not a sort of luxurious at
the hermitage of their teacher but a kind of hardships and controlled under the
strict and disciplined supervision of their respective teachers. Even they could not
allow going to a river for bath except in the company of a teacher!®.

Schooling Time: The students who paid fees in advance were taught at day time
and those rendered service for the college during day time were taught at night.
However the instructions were imparted in accordance with the time convenient to
the students. Commencement of the classes was done very early in the morning
with the crowing of the cock. For this purpose the cock was domesticated at every
centre of learning to serve as a clock. To manage a college of five hundred
students and teach them was not a matter of easy task for the teacher. In this
matter the teacher was assisted by the assistant teachers. The most advanced or the
most trusted and senior student in the class was appointed on the post of assistant
teacher. In the absence of main teacher the charge of the class and its law and
order was devolve upon the senior most student or an assistant teacher?’. The
medium of literary instruction at the University of Taxashila was literary Pali
which was a literary form of the Magadhi language?®!. This was the lingua franca
of then India. The students had used to make perfect themselves in their study
through reading and writing of the books as well as by memorizing. Education
was given to the students in theoretical as well as in practical. Besides it the
internship and apprenticeship was also conducted for at least two years in order to
make perfect the students in their respective stream of the course??,

Alumni of Taxashila: When this unsurpassed seat of advanced study had already
witnessed her tercentenary of foundation Vishnugupta alias Chanakya was
abiding the duty of Pradhanacharya (Principal) of this most celebrated University
in the mid of 4™ Century BCE?3. Her every college under him was headed by a
créme de la créme faculty in the campus. By the commencement of Chanakya’s
term as the Principal of the University of Taxashila it had produced many world
renowned Alumni from its campus. Panini the progenitor of Sanskrit grammar and
Patanjali had used to teach at Taxashila in the 5™ and 6™ Century BCE. The
illustrious Vyasa is said to have been lived in this city and composed his
renowned epic poem the Mahabharata. Uddalika Aruni the narrator of Upanishada
and his son Suvita Keeto were also educated here in the University of Taxashila.
Angulimala a well-known Buddhist monk and a contemporary great follower of
the Buddha Shakyamuni, Prasenjit the king of Kosala, Lichchhavikumar Mahali
the crown prince of a celebrated city of Vaishali, Bandhul Malla the crown prince
of Kushinagar and Acharya Jeevaka the greatest scholar and physician of herbal
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medicine and surgery etc. were the great Alumni of Taxashila. They all were the
predecessors of Chanakya?*. Acharya Jeevaka was the court physician of Emperor
Ajatashatru the ruler of Magadha. He was deputed in the service of the Buddha
along with his Monks’ Order by the Emperor. By the dint of their speciality and
work of such luminaries which they professed and rendered service for the
university its fame and name had reached to the every nook and corner of the
Indian subcontinent and even beyond the border of that to the countries in Europe
and Asia. Now it was the turn of Chanakya to cherish the prestige of it greatness
and elevate the glory of this unparalleled seat of learning in the then known world.
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Ratiocinative Perspective on Pali language literature and

Buddhist Archeology
Alka W. Patil

Abstract;

Buddhist cultural influence on language and literature has placed
epistemological influence in India and in its subcontinent. Pali is one of India's
oldest languages. As Pali being the "common man's" language, Buddha selected it
for his teachings. Buddha lived around 600 BC, That indicates Pali is a very old
language with a history of at least 2500 years. The Buddha's teachings are written
in the beautiful Pali language. Any language that reaches that classical level exists
and is used in everyday conversation about 500 years before it reaches that point.
The archeological and cultural part of knowledge penetration was take through
this step of global voyage, were the follow of new path and roadways for silk
bring new way for cultural penetration of Buddhist archaeological as well as
lingual part of knowledge. Emperor Ashoka opened all seven of the others,
dividing the relic and distributing it to new stupas he had built around the Indian
subcontinent. The 19th-century discovery of the Ashoka pillar after analysing the
Ashokan pillars' antiquity, rich cultural legacy, and distribution, it is clear that
these locations were either part of or related to the Silk Roads trade route in the
Northern Indian subcontinent, where Buddhism had a significant early cultural
effect. The canonical literature, on the alternative hand, is wealthy in its range and
represents the ideals and practices of as a substitute a number of thousand
Buddhists. The texts and its literature ratiocinative analysis along with the scope
of modern science are placed as informative source and literature work describes
in this article.

Keywords: Pali language, Buddha’s Teachings, Buddhist culture, Emperor
Ashoke, Pillars, Scripts, Literature, Buddhist schools, Silk Roads trade, canonical
literature, Epigraphy.

Introduction_:

On the language part of historic nature of the country Pali is one of India's
oldest languages. Because Pali being the "common man's" language, Buddha
selected it for his teachings. Buddha lived around 600 BC. That indicates Pali is a
very old language with a history of at least 2500 years. The Buddha's teachings
are written in the beautiful Pali language. Any language that reaches that classical
level exists and is used in everyday conversation about 500 years before it reaches
that point. In this sense, we may say that Pali has a history of about 3000 years.
Samrat Ashoka wrote down the Buddha's teachings in writings circa 300 BC.
Emperor Ashoka's writings are written in Pali and are mostly discovered in
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Brahmi and Kharoshti scripts from Kandahar (Afghanistan) to Andhra Pradesh
and Saurashtra, Pakistan to Odisha. This illustrates the size of the Pali-speaking
territory in India and Asia. Pali is also recognised as Magadhi in some areas since
it was the vernacular of the Magadh Empire.*

The collection of Buddha's thoughts was began after the third Sangitee
(Buddhist style of conference) and then it was sorted. The Buddha's views were
scripted/written in Pali language in the 4th Sangitee (29 BC) in Sri Lanka.’ Pali
has a 3000 year history, according to the aforementioned Pali facts. There is a
school of thought that Sanskrit and Pali are India's oldest languages, descended
from a single parent language. That indicates the Pali and Sanskrit languages have
the same root. There is also a theory that the Pali language had its own writing
system.’

Buddhist Culture and Silk Roads Trade :

The archeological and cultural part of knowledge penetration was take
through this step of global voyage, were the follow of new path and roadways for
silk bring new way for cultural penetration of Buddhist archaeological as well as
lingual part of knowledge. Buddhism was among a number of important religions
that spread through the Silk Roads, with its beginnings in the Sub continent.
Buddhism, which has now been restricted to a narrow area until then, expanded
throughout the Indian Subcontinent, and subsequently, via the Silk Roads, across
South and Southeast Asia, thanks to the encouragement of the Mauryan Emperor
Ashoka, who controlled most of the Indian Subcontinent during the 3rd century
BCE.

Numerous archaeological excavations were undertaken in the Terai area of
Nepal, in the Indian subcontinent's north east, in the 19th century, where
Siddhartha Gautama, the Buddha, was born and raised. Emperor Ashoka
constructed a number of sandstone pillars and memorial burial mounds known as
‘stupas' in the 3rd century BCE, according to the findings.” Another the pillars in
this series, in particular, bears an inscription attesting to Lumbini's status as the
Buddha's birthplace. The pillar in Nigalihawa, carved with an engraving in both
Brahmi script and Pali dialect, recalls Emperor Ashoka's journey to the pillar in
the 20th year of his reign to establish and pay homage to the pillar. The location
of several of these pillars and stupas implies that these locations in Lumbini,
Kapilavastu, Mahavana, Kshemavati, Shobhavati, and Ramagrama were not only
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related to the Buddha's life but also to the Silk Roads that passed across the North
Indian Sub-continent. Where the formation of such pillar and its script description
that find its space in such region were influence by this roadways for trade that
subsequently forms way for spreading knowledge. Additionally, the discovery of
these pillars within a 15-kilometer radius of one another prompted archaeologists
to investigate the area further and look for other locations related to the Buddha's
birth and boyhood. Many areas in Terai districts like as Kapilavastu, Rupandehi,
and Nawalparasi were studied in search of these links, and major relevant sites
were discovered. This process of investigation, excavation, and research is still
underway more than a century after the first discovery.

The Ramagrama stupa in the Nawalparasi District is a notable find from
archaeologists' efforts at the period. This magnificent stupa, erected by the
Koliyas, royal cousins of the Buddha, was discovered at the end of the nineteenth
century and held their portion of the Buddha's relic. The sole surviving stupa of
the original eight stupas erected to contain the Buddha's relic is said to be this one.
Emperor Ashoka opened all seven of the others, dividing the relic and distributing
it to new stupas he had built around the Indian subcontinent. The 19th-century
discovery of the Ashoka pillar at Lumbini opened up new vistas in Buddhist site
studies. The process of constructing, restoring, and repairing the hallowed site of
Buddha's birth is still ongoing. After analyzing the Ashokan pillars' antiquity, rich
cultural legacy, and distribution, it is clear that these locations were either part of
or related to the Silk Roads trade route in the Northern Indian subcontinent, where
Buddhism had a significant early cultural effect. For millennia, the Nepalese Terai
area has served as a significant trading route between the Indian Subcontinent and
Central Asia, transporting commodities as well as ideas about religion and
spirituality.

The Pali Canon:

The earliest systematic and maximum whole series of early Buddhist
sacred literature is the Pali Tipitaka (“Three Baskets”; Sanskrit: Tripitaka). Its
association displays the significance that the early fans connected to the monastic
life (Pali and Sanskrit: Vinaya), to the discourses of the Buddha (Pali: Sutta), and
ultimately to the hobby in scholasticism (Pali: Abhidhamma).® The Pali Vinaya
Pitaka (“Basket of Discipline”) remains in idea the guideline of thumb in
Theravada monasteries, despite the fact that a few sections have fallen into disuse.
It is split into 5 main components grouped into 3 divisions—Sutta-vibhanga
(“Division of Rules”), Khandhakas (“Sections”), and Parivara (“Accessory”). The
biggest of the 3 “baskets” is the Sutta Pitaka (“Basket of Discourse™), which
includes 5 collections (Pali and Sanskrit: nikayas) of the Buddha’s discourses.
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From a literary viewpoint, a number of the discourses can look like drawn out and
repetitive; however, they're characterised with the aid of using sublimity of notion
and hire rich, stunning illustrative similes. The third “basket,” the Abhidhamma
Pitaka (“Basket of Special [Further] Doctrine), accommodates seven works.
Although primarily based totally at the contents of the Buddha’s discourses, they
cope with subjects that had been important to Theravada scholastic thought. The
Pali model is a strictly Theravada series and has little in not unusual-place with
the Abhidhamma works diagnosed via way of means of different Buddhist
schools.

Buddhaghosha (flourished early fifth century CE) is certainly the
maximum prolific and vital creator withinside the Pali language. There is little
settlement approximately his birthplace, however it's far recognised that he stayed
at Bodh Gaya, in India, for a protracted time. There he maximum probably met
Sinhalese monks, due to the fact the vihara (Pali monastery) at Bodh Gaya were
constructed with the permission of Emperor Samudra Gupta (c. 330-380 CE) for
Sinhalese pilgrims. Relocating to Sri Lanka, Buddhaghosha stayed on the
Mahavihara (“Great Monastery”) in Anuradhapura, which possessed a wealthy
series of commentarial literature, maximum probably in OId Sinhalese.
Buddhaghosha’s first paintings possibly become the Visuddhimagga (Pali: “The
Path of Purification”), a significantly respected compendium of Theravada
teaching. He additionally wrote commentaries at the Vinaya (Pali), the primary 4
nikayas (Pali and Sanskrit), and the seven books of the Abhidhamma Pitaka,
though the precise chronology in their composition can not be determined.’

Epigraphy and canonical literature Discussion_:

The canonical literature, on the alternative hand, is wealthy in its range
and represents the ideals and practices of as a substitute a number of thousand
Buddhists.!” The texts, it seems, are the extra informative source. For example,
Schopen notes that inscriptions at Mathura file the donations of priests who are
referred to as prahanika-s, ‘practisers of meditation’. !' But with out consulting
the proof of the Pali canon for the phrase padhana or the Buddhist Sanskrit proof
for the phrase pradhana/prahana, we might don't have any concept what the time
period signified for the 2 priests, and why they used it. The texts, then, are our
maximum vital source, even though their ancient really well worth isn't known.
They are crucial now no longer simplest for the knowledge of Buddhist notion
and exercise in India, however additionally for the proper knowledge of
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archaeological and epigraphical sources.'” This manner that the dichotomy
Schopen attracts among normative literary proof and descriptive epigraphical and
archaeological proof can not be completely true. Nevertheless, there's as a
minimum a few fact with inside the declare that the literary proof is normative.

But how ought to we deal with this fact? Schopen’s approach is peculiar:
he claims that during instances wherein epigraphical proof is contradicted with the
aid of using the literary proof, it's miles the latter, being normative and
unverifiable, that is traditionally suspect. But this isn't always completely
apparent. Such contradictions within-side the proof virtually require an
explanation, however it's miles simplistic to fall again at the rivalry that the
literary reassets are normative and consequently traditionally suspect. Another
reason behind such contradictions, likely the maximum apparent of all, is that the
texts are older than the archaeological and epigraphical reassets. For example, if a
notion or exercise which seems in a canonical textual content is contradicted with
the aid of using an inscription from the primary century A.D., this might be due to
the fact the texts have recorded the ideals and practices from an in advance period.
Schopen could now no longer admit this argument, for it assumes the antiquity of
early Buddhist literature.

There are different methods of explaining obvious conflicts among textual
and epigraphical proof. Arnold has mentioned that what seem to us to be
contradictions among textual content and inscription might not always be so.!* In
different words, the epigraphical and archaeological proof indicates us what a few
Indian Buddhists concept and did in sure contexts. But in different contexts,
inclusive of didactics or doctrinal debate, or maybe meditative practice, the equal
Buddhists may also properly have conventional perspectives distinct from the
ones which may be traced within-side the epigraphical and archaeological
remains. It appears that the dichotomy among normative textual content and
descriptive inscription isn't always as clean as Schopen claims; it isn't always a
dependable criterion via which the historic authenticity of early Buddhist
literature may be judged. Schopen has proven that the notion with-inside the
transference of advantage became substantial in Buddhist India from the third
century B.C. onwards.'* The idea is recorded during a late Mauryan/early Sunga
inscription from Pauni, variety of some many inscriptions from third century B.C.
Sri Lanka, a singular early inscription from Bharhut, also as a big number of later
Hmayana inscriptions from numerous elements of India. If the concept was a
customary Buddhist belief in early times, even in Sri Lanka, and if the

“Perspective” A National Interdisciplinary Annual Research Journal-Vol.1 Issue-X-2021 ISSN-2249-5134



44|Page

Suttapiuaka was not finally closed till its recension within the fifth century
A.D., then it's affordable to suppose that it ought to be echt within the
Suttapiuaka. however this can be not the case — though a lot of is alleged on the
topic of worthy activity, the concept of benefit transference is found in exactly a
couple of places in the four principle Nikaya-s.'> How will we have a tendency to
justify the fact that the Theravada Buddhists of land failed to compose additional
texts embraced|including} the thought of advantage transference? There can
solely be one answer — the texts were closed an earlier period, once the idea was
marginal in Buddhist circles. At the least, the actual fact that the traditional
guardians of the Suttapiuaka did not include texts on the transference of
merit shows that they need to have had some idea of canonical orthodoxy, and this
in turn means the canon should are comparatively mounted in terribly early times.

By trying to indicate that the canonical texts aren't dependably recent,
which we have a tendency to must communicate the epigraphic proof to achieve
any plan concerning the historical reality of ancient Indian Buddhism, Schopen
has truly shown that some collections of texts must so be old and contain evidence
for the amount before the inscriptions begin to appear. precisely the same reality
emerges from Schopen’s article ‘The Stiipa Cult and therefore the living Pali
Vinaya’. He tried to show that as a result of the Pali canon has no rules regarding
stlipa-s, it should are altered “at a relatively recent date”, i.e. once the supposed
recensions created within the initial century B.C. and therefore the fifth century
A.D.16

Conclusion:

The respective article discussed about different phase and the pattern of
propagation of Buddhist literature and culture, were the influence of the silk trade
and different canon presence influence the scriptural propagation. And how will
we have a tendency to justify the fact that the Theravada Buddhists of land
failed to compose additional texts embraced including the thought of advantage
transference. There can solely be one answer — the texts were closed an earlier
period, once the idea was marginal in Buddhist circles, has also played a crucial
role in the formation of this text. Later on the epigraphical part of paper deals with
different analytical and discussion phases of the Buddhist literature in the context
of Pali canon and literature work.
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Buddhism in Ashokan Edicts with special reference to

Karnataka
Dr. Jayamma B.

It was during the Ashokan time, Buddhism raised from local sect to the
status of one of the greatest religions of the world. Ashoka was a pioneer in the
cause of the spread of Buddhism. He undertook various steps to spread it. Ashoka
was a fallower of Vedic religion in his early days. But the influence of the
Kalinga war made him to embrace Buddhism. Upagupta a Buddhist monk
influenced lot on him. Next Ashoka undertook a pilgrimage and visited the holy
places of Buddhism and arranged discussion on religious subjucts. He visited
Lumbini garden, Kapilavastu, Buddhagaya, Saranatha, Kushinara and other
places. He was the third ruler of the Maurya Dynasty. He lived from 302 to 232
BCE . He was the ruler who tried to take his massage to the people through
Inscriptions. He issued number of inscriptions for the first time. Thus, he was
called as ¢ The father of Inscriptions’. He struggled hard for the welfare of the
people.

Ashokan edicts do not tell us anything about his early life. According to
Buddhist texts, he was the grandson of the Chandragupta Maurya, founder
emperor of the Maurya dynasty. He was born to Bindusara and his queen Devi
Dharma in 302 B.C. He was very brilliant at the level of his childhood. So, his
father appointed him as the Governor of the Avanthi. Laterly he was appointed as
Viceroy of Ujjaini and Taxila. Here he met and married Mahadevi(Devi). He had
two children Mahendra and Sanghamitra.

Ashoka’s accession was obviously not smooth. It took him four years to
silence his step-brothers in the struggle for throne. It is very difficult to settle the
controversy regarding the first four years of the reign of him. Ashoka ascended
the throne in 273 B.C. but his coronation tookplace after four years in 269 B.C.
The above accounts show that, at the beginning he was a cruel man later on
changed himself. The Ceylonese Buddhist monks exaggerate that Ashoka came
to the throne after the massacre of his ninety-nine step-brothers. But, his
inscriptions prove that, his brothers and sisters were alive during in his reign. His
coronation took place around 269 B.C. After securing his position, he look
forward to expansion the Mauryan kingdom. Ashoka led a war against Kalinga, a
feudal state in about 261 B.C. Kalinga and its adjoining regions in the south,
which had been parts of the Maurya empire under Chandragupta. probably
became independent. In the eighth year of his reign, he conquered Kalinga. An
account of his war and its effects is given by Ashoka himself in rock edict XIII.
The conquest materialized at a great cost of life and untold misery of the people.
So alarming and shocking was the damage that Ashoka decided to do away with
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war. He slowly turned to Buddhism for solace, hence Ashoka’s period is known
as the golden era of Buddhism.

Ashokan Edicts :

After the kalinga war, he published edicts all over his empire to publicize
his policies. These were engraved on boulders, stone pillars, stone slabs and cave
walls. They are of great value for the historian to know about Ashoka as well as
Mauryan period. These edicts were dispersed throughout the area of Modern India
(except the extreme southern parts of South India), Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

Ashoka issued more than thirty three inscriptions. These were divided in to
four categories according to their subject matter, medium and Their chronology .
Minor Rock edicts — These were inscribed at the beginning of his reign.

Minor piller edicts — These (5) were inscribed on pillars of Ashoka.
Major Rock edicts — These(14) were containing Principles and ethics.
Major piller edicts — These (7) were inscribed at the end of his reign.

Minor Rock Edicts: These were inscribed at the beginning of his reign. Majour
rock edicts of Ashoka inscribed on large boulders. They are situated in Kandahar
of Afghanistan, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Andrapradesh,
Karnataka, Beirut temple, Barabar caves and etc frontier areas of his empire.

Minor piller Edicts : These (5) were inscribed on pillars of Ashoka. Minor pillar
edicts may have been chronologically made parallel with the Major Rock edicts of
Ashoka. The Minor piller edicts have been found at Saranatha and
Allahabad(Uttar Pradesh), Sanchi(Madhya Pradesh), Rummindei, Nigali
Sagar(Nepal) and etc.

Major Rock Edicts : Ashoka issued a set of fourteen major Rock edicts which
are founded in various parts such as Shahbazgarhi (Pakistan), Girnar (Gujarath),
Sopara (Maharashtra), Erragudi (Andrapradesh), Dhauli (Odisha), Sannathi
(Karnataka) and etc. These were inscribed on large rocks. These inscriptions were
concerned with practical instructions in running the kingdom such as the design of
irrigation systems and descriptions of Ashokas beliefs in peaceful moral behavior.

Major piller Edicts : Ashoka issued a set of seven major piller edicts which are
founded in various parts such as Meerut, Delhi and Kousambi (Uttar Pradesh),
Lauria Nandanghar, Lauria -Araraj and Rampurva (Bihar), Ranigat (Pakistan),
Kandahar and pul-i-Darunteh (Afghanistan). These were exclusively engraved on
pillars of Ashoka.
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Ashokan Edicts in Karnataka : Karnataka is one of the state which
considered as heartland in the historic point of view. About 25000 inscriptions
were found here belonging to various dynasties which are ruled over Karnataka.
Some of them belonging to Mauryan period . Until now, Nine sites which are
belonging to Ashokan edicts were found in Karnataka. They are as fallows,

Brahmagiri Edict: The sites of Brahmagiri, Siddapura and Jatinga-Rameswara
are situated on the leftand right banks of the Jangi Halla or Chinna Haggari River
where it crosses theMolkamuru Taluka of the Chitaldrurga District of Karnataka.
They are all in the neighbourhood of Siddapura. Both MRE I and II are found
inscribed , in all three places. The inscription of Brahmagiri is better preserved
and is incised on a block of gneiss at the northeast base of the hill of that name.
Brahmagiri is a granite outcrop rising same about 600 feet above the plane and
measures around 500 m East-West and 100m North-South. It is well known for
the large number of megalithic monuments that have been found here. A couple of
minor rock edicts of Asoka dating back 250 B.C. were found here as early as
1891. This discovery was made by B.L .Rice. These rock edicts indicated that the
locality was termed as Isila and denoted the southernmost extent of the Mauryan
empire. The Brahmagiri edict consisted of 13 lines which is in Brahmi script of
pali language. The inscription was written by Chapada in Kharoshti characters. A
word in the edict is written in Kharosthi. The inscription is issued from
Suvarnagiri at the word of the prince (Aryaputra) to the mahamatras (Officers) at
Isila. This place is identified as Isila in this edict.

Jatingaramesvara Edict . The third inscription is on the western side of the
Jatinga-Rameswara Hill about three miles (4.83 km.) to the northwest of
Brahmagiri. The inscription is cut on the floor of the steps leading to the entrance
of the Jatinga-Rameswara Temple.. Interestingly, the figures of elephant is
engraved on the Ashokan edict at Jatingaramesvara. It is engraved one, Besides,
the footprints of Buddha are also engraved at the place.. In the first part of edict,
even though, after two and half years was in the fold of Buddhist principles but he
involved himself in sangha and devotedly worked out well in the propagation of
Buddhism in the whole of Jambudvipa (India). Even he wished in making to his
neighbours to understand the principles of Buddhism and code of conduct. This he
ordained after 256 days of his journey for the propagation.

Siddhapur Edict : The Siddhapur edict was known as “Emmi Timmanagundu
Edict. It is in Brahmi script of 22 lines of which the last lines are in Kharosthi
reads as “Ekathataviye cha-pada.” The name of several places including
suvamagiri, Isila etc are mentioned. In his rock edict II the independent border
kingdoms, the cholas, pandyas in plural, satiyaputa, mostly Atiyaman of the
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Kongu region and Keralaputa with whom, the Mauiyan king maintained good
relationship.

All the three inscriptions open with the words Suvamnagirite Ayaputasa

Mahamatanam ca vacanena Islilasi Mahamata arogiyam vataviya / hevam ca
vataviya / (Devanampiye anapayati) (Devanampiye hevam aha).
In a free translation this will read as follows: ‘As desired by the prince and
mahamatras at Suvamagiri, we wish the mahamatras of Isila good health and
address them as follows (thus ordains Priyadarsi / thus says Priyadarsi)’. Thus the
edicts reveal the existence of the seat of a prince and his councilors (mahamata) at
a place called Suvamagiri and the existence of an administrative division called
Isila within which the sites of the inscriptions lie.

Maski Edict : Maski is also one of the important Archaeological site in
Karnataka. It is situated in Raichur district. It lies on the bank of the Maski river, a
tributary of Tungabhadra. The edict of Maski is discovered by C. Beadon in 1915. It
was the first edict of Emperor Ashoka that contained the name Ashoka in it
instead of the earlier edicts that referred him as Devanampiye piyadasi. This
edict was important to conclude that many edicts found earlier in the Indian sub-
continent in the name of Devanampiye piyadasi, all belonged to _Ashoka.

In the Maski edict, Ashoka says that after two and half years also he was an
upasaka, then afterwards started to show interest and started the propagation.
Even the laymen can attain the Buddha hood, according to him, he acts on it
hence, one more interesting feature of this edict is through this edict, the real
name came to be noticed as the Devanamapriya Priyadarshi Raja Asoka.

Nittur Edict : The Nittur inscriptions-I and II are situated 12 kms south of
village Nittur, Shirguppa Taluq in Bellary district. These two inscriptions were
noticed by E.Visvanatha, a junior engineer, Office of the Senior Geologist at
Bellary. Laterly, these inscriptions were studied by the D.C.Sircar. The edicts are
situated at the base of a rocky hillock.Edict-I has seven lines covering an area
measuring 4' high x 18%' long. Letters' are 3%" to 8" high. The inscription is in
Brahmi script and language is Sanskrit.

Palkigundu and Gavimath Edicts : Palkigundu and Gavimath are the two
adjacent sites, lies in Koppal district of Karnataka. The distance between these
two is just 3.5 kms. Gavimath or Gavisiddeshwara Matha is on the important
Math in Koppal district. It is situated in just behind the hooded hillock sits
outskirts of Koppal Town. These two edicts are in Prakrit, written in Brahmi
script. Palkigundu edict talk about Ashoka becoming closer to the Sangha and
becoming more ardent. Further it says any person, small or big, can achieve
something if they put the effort.

“Perspective” A National Interdisciplinary Annual Research Journal-Vol.1 Issue-X-2021 ISSN-2249-5134



50|Page

Sannati Edict : Maski is one of the Prominent Archaeological site in Karnataka.
It is situated in Gulbarga district. It lies on the banks of the Bhima river. It is
famous for the Kali and Chandrala parameswari temples. In 1986, when the roof
of the Kali temple was collapsed. However, it revealed four Ashokan edict in the
temple. These edicts were written in the Brahmi script of prakrit language.

Udegolam Edict : Udegolam is situated in Tekkalakote taluk of Bellary district.
The inscriptions of Udegolam belonging to Asoka are found seven months after
the discovery of Nittur inscriptions. Here also two inscriptions were noticed,
called Edict-I and Edict-II. These edicts are also in Brahmi script and the language
is Sanskrit. Edict-I is in six lines, inscription is damaged and most parts are not
legible. Edict-II is in seven lines and in fairly good condition. These edicts, also
depicts the name of Ashoka

Message of the Edicts :

Ashoka published meny inscriptions throughout his regin. He gave a message to
us through his inscriptions. “ More than 2! years have passed since I am a
upasaka. A year or more back (I was not very zealous). I am devotedly attached to
Buddhists clergy. I am after visiting the Sangha. In that period (formally in
Jambudhipa those Gods did not mingle with people with people are mingling
now.It can be achieved by the low born also if they are very much associated with
dharma. Gods are not connected only to the (uda) high class people but also can
be achieved by (khudake) poor man. cavataviya - it is told that both. If you follow
my proclamation both can achieve the goal. If you follow this it is going to go on
increasing and become everlasting”.

Theme of the Edicts : In many of his edicts, Ashoka’s preaching the religion of
Ahimsa or non-violence, which he followed throughout his life. He was always
interested to see that, his subjects should be law-abiding as well as virtuous, under
his personal care and observations, his subjects were always dutiful to their
parents, offered gifts to the poor and deserving persons and practiced non-injury
which led a pious life. He was always anxious for the welfare of his subjects. He
played a great role in the religious history of the country and devoted a greater
part of his time and energy to the welfare of the religion, but he never neglected
his royal duties and his primary task of governing his kingdom. As a prince, even
before the Kalinga war, he showed his great ability as a soldier and a statesman.
He not only showed himself as a religious person but he also proved himself how
capable he was as an administrator.It is analysed that the intensity of Ashoka’s
devotion to matters spiritual is better understood when it is remembered, the kind
of men his father loved to gather round himself. It is said in the seventh16 pillar
edict that kings in times past also desired that “men might be made to progress by
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the promotion of Dhamma, Bindusara might well claimed a place among these
past rulers. From him and some of the brilliant men, who graced his court, Ashoka
may well have imbibed ideas in later times, when he came into close touch with
the Buddhist Sangha. The reign of Bindusara may with plausibility be regarded as
prelude to that of his great son. Ashoka’s edicts show that although he accepted
Buddhism as his religion and sacrificed everything for its purpose, he tolerated
other religions also, under the shade of his umbrella, almost all the prevailing
religions flourished.

A Buddhist council was held at Pataliputra during Ashokan reign. The
purpose of his council was to settle the differences among the Buddhists. A
number of missionaries were sent to different parts of the empire and also outside.
One mission was sent under the leadership of his son Mahendra and doughter
Sangamitra to Ceylon. The other missionaries went to different countries like
Syria, Egypt, Macedonia, Burma and other places. As a result of this Buddhism
became a world religion.

Conclusion : Ashoka's Dhamma was ideal and universal. It was not simply a
collection of high-sounding phrases. It was based on good ethical principles. After
the Kalinga war he began to work for the moral upliftment of the people by
preaching the fundamental principles and practices of Dharma. He consciously
tried to adopt it as a matter of state policy; he declared that "all men and my
children" and "whatever exertion I make, I strive only to discharge debt that [ owe
to all living creatures." It was a totally new and inspiring ideal of kingship. In the
Arthashastra, the king owed nothing to anyone. His only job was to rule the state
efficiently. Ashoka renounced war and conquest by violence and forbade the
killing of many animals.Ashoka set an example of vegetarianism by almost
stopping the consumption of meat in the royal household. Since he wanted to
conquer the world through love and faith, he sent many missions to propagate
Dhamma. Such missions were sent to far off places like Egypt, Greece and Sri
Lanka. The propagation of Dhamma included many measures of people's welfare.
Centers of the treatment of men and beasts founded inside and outside of empire.
Shady groves, wells, orchards and rest houses were laid out. This kind of charity
work was a radically different attitude from the king of the Arthashastra, who
would not incur any expenses unless they brought more revenues in return.
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Patience Ability for Harmonious Social Work: A Buddhist

Perspective
Dr. Nilima Chawhan

Introduction

The Pali word “Khant” is well known in Buddhism. It means “patience”
or “forgiveness” and it is a parami (perfection) in both Theravada and Mahayana
Buddhism. It is one of significant discourses in Buddha Sasana. The Buddha
taught on the advantages of Khanti in many places of Tipitaka. From the life
Sumedha who began to fulfil the perfections (paramis) on the Blessed One
practiced the habit of patience until the end of Buddhahood. The training of
patience is very important for success in life. Therefore, the present work will
present to discuss on how Khanti (patience) support the missionaries in
disseminating or spreading Buddha Sasana.

Every religion in the world represents peace. However, when they perform
to propagate their religion or view, the religious conflicts often used to occur. In
the history, there had been even religion war. It is result which gave by the
religion, the symbol of peace. Hence, we need to reflect on ‘how to perform the
missionary work avoiding religious conflicts and wars.’

We can learn some lessons regarding with the peaceful and harmonious
missionary way from the life of the Buddha, one of the religious founders in
history. One of his missionary abilities is Khanti (patience). Although the kings
and businessman were making the great devotional offering to him, in the other
hand, he was receiving obscenities, assassinations, underrates, etc., from others.
He incessantly continued his missionary work forgiving everything for 45 years
until the end of life. His opinion is that the missionary persons should be patient
like the earth.

In fact, patience is a behavior that makes welfares or benefits for both of
self and others. Besides, it is a good way in order to adjust in social relations and
social life because it can generate optimism.

Definition of Khanti

The book of Abhidhanappadipikatika’ explains that khanti is “patience” or
“forbearance” or “forgiveness”.!” Patience means forgiving physical and verbal
expressions of impatience and enduring the hot and cold weather, etc.'®

17Sirimahacaturangabala, AbhidhanappadipikaTika, Ed., CatthaSangayana, Yangon, Myanmar,
Department of Religious Affairs, 1991, p.161.
18Sariputta, Bhaddanta, SaratthadipaniTika, Volume I, Ed., CatthaSangayana, Yangon, Myanmar,
Department of Religious Affairs, 1960, p. 441.
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According to these definitions, it means that we don't retaliate another
person's bad committing and condemnation on us. Besides, forbearance bearing in
mind “it is in accordance with the nature” without unhappiness with regard to the
weather “too hot or too cold, etc.” is khanti, too.

According to the text “sammanavamanakkhamo”"”, one should neither be
elated when meeting with pleasant objects nor upset when encountering
unpleasant objects. It is no tolerance of satisfaction if we create greed under
fortunate circumstances or of dissatisfaction if we create hate under unfortunate
circumstances. The essential meaning here is: we are truly patient only when
favorable situations are faced without greed; and unfavorable ones without hate.

As with effort, we can see the significance of spiritual attitude in patience.
If we do not tolerate spontaneously, we can at least make the effort to restrain
verbal and physical expressions of impatience. If we perceive ourselves closely,
however, we will possibly find that if we are not yet spiritually patient, subtle
expression of our displeasure will escape before we can control ourselves.

19

Patience being optimism

Patience is a spiritual thing that makes welfares or benefits for both of self
and others. In addition, patience is a good way in order to adjust in social relations
and social life because it can generate optimism.

For example, the weather, according to the nature, sometimes is hot and
sometimes cold. That is often changing. The patient and the impatient react
differently to the changing of weather conditions. The impatient would not endure
such conditions ‘too hot or too cold weather’ and they are usually irritated the
weather lamenting “it is so hot” or “it is so cold”. Thus, the impatient used to have
big pessimism. All their speeches and thought also would be just pessimistic.

The patient one is opposite of the above and not being angry or unhappy
the extreme weather conditions. They try to forbear bearing in mind “it is hot or
cold in accordance with the weather-nature”. They usually have great optimism or
proper attitude. Between both of them, only the patient one will be agreeable with
the people. The nature of human dislikes the pessimist and sometimes even
family, relatives and close friends dislike the pessimist among them. So, the
missionary persons should develop the optimism called “patience” in mind for the
missionary work.

Parajikaatthakatha explains that being balanced mind at the object desired
(ittharammana) and the undesirable object (anittharammana) is khantt
(patience).?® Accordingly the patient ones are not exceedingly happy when

Y BuddhavamsaPali, KhuddakaNikaya,Ed., CatthaSangayana, Yangon, Myanmar, Department of
Religious Affairs, 1991 p. 317.

20Buddhaghosa, Bhaddanta, ParajikakandaAtthakatha, Volumell, VinayaPitaka, Ed., Cattha
Sangayana, Yangon, Myanmar, Department of Religious Affairs, 1991, p. 188.
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meeting with the desired and are not sad exceedingly when meeting with the
undesirable object.

The people usually would feel exceedingly happy when facing the desired
object and would feel exceedingly sad or sorry when facing the undesirable
object, and when they are praised, they enjoy and when they are condemned, feel
sorry. Such happiness, sadness, sorrow is because of lack of patience. So, the
book “Maghadeva Linkara” describes as follows;

“Hatred and love on human beings are not regular always, the worldly
persons speak both of truth and untruth.”?!

That highlights the nature of human beings. The people will praise whom
they love and they will condemn whom they hate, and sometimes they used to
speak truth but sometimes not. If the people cannot forbear such nature, their
works and welfare may ruin.

The missionary persons propagating by philanthropy or learning doctrines
(pariyatti) or practicing meditation (patipatti) usually are to treat various kinds of
people. At that time, they will face the above nature of humans surely. In such
situations, they need the optimism called khanti (patience). If having no optimism,
the missionary persons will make preference to one who they like and will
condemn one who they dislike. That is only pursuing a wrong course of conduct
(agati) called chanddgati (going wrong through desire) and dosagati (going
wrong through hatred). Pursuing the wrong course of conduct is a cause to break
society, the works of welfare. Such a wrong course of conduct is also because one
cannot forbear the nature of vicissitude bearing in mind truly on the object desired
and the undesirable object. Therefore, if the missionary persons cannot cultivate
khantt (patience), they will come to have pursuing a wrong course (agati), and if
they come to have pursuing a wrong course, their missionary work also will not
be successful.

At the time of the Buddha, many people often praised the Venerable
SariputtaThera for his forbearance and patience. Once a layman said of him that
his teacher is a great patient and extreme endurable man and if someone abused
him or even beat him, he would not lose his temper but remains calm and
composed. As this was often said of the venerable Sariputta, a brahmin who
believed in another religion declared to the devotees of Sariputta that he would
provoke the venerable Sariputta who was on his alms-round, appeared on the
scene; the Brahmin went after him and hit him hard on his back with his hand.
‘The Thera did not even look back to see who was the person that struck him but
continued on his way as though nothing had occurred. When seeing great fortitude
and the magnanimity of the venerable Thera, the Brahmin was very much
unnerving and shaken. He was down on his knees at the feet of the venerable

2'ManleSayarday, MahdasutakariMaghadevalinkarthit, Yangon, Myanmar, Department of religious
affairs, 1983, p. 263.
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Sariputta, admitted that he had improperly hit the Thera, and requested to pardon
his fault.??

Everybody in the world meets with both of the good vicissitudes and the
bad vicissitudes, and besides, may meet with not only the clever but also the cruel.
Just so, the missionary persons also are to meet with such. Nobody can avoid such
vicissitudes. Among the missionary persons, only the patient may endure
difficulties and continue forward, and accomplish or get to the goal.
Consequently, the missionary persons should propagate Buddha sasana by bearing
patience (khant) in mind.

Conclusion

In summary, we can see that how much patience is significant not only for
the missionary work but also for others as stated the teachings and story-evidence
before. The Buddha also admonished his followers repeatedly about the
importance of patience. Therefore, the patience ability is essentially needed to
perform the missionary work harmoniously and peacefully, but patience (khanti)
merely supports the missionary persons only not to totter from the work. The
missionary persons need also other abilities such as Satzi (mindfulness), Viriya
(effort), Parifia (wisdom), etc.
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The Jataka Tales in the Pali Canon of Literature and in the

Paintings of Ajanta Caves: A Comparative Study
Dr. Megha Ramteke

Abstract:

The Jataka Tales in Pali-Canonical Literature in Theravada and their
pictorial narrative through the various paintings, murals and rock-scupltures in the
Ajanta Caves are very important part of Theravada Buddhism. These moral fables
give the glimpses of Budhha’s previous life in the forms various animals, kings
and gods when he was still on his path to become the Enlightened Buddha.
Through a number of incidents in his former life the Bodhisattva preached and
gave message of various virtues and values to the mankind. This work is a humble
attempt at a thematic analysis of these Jataka Tales written in the Pali language
and the pictures or painting depicting the Jataka Tales found in the rock-cut caves
of the Ajanta. My personal visit to these caves and observation of the murals
especially in the cave Seventeen inspired this study. Most of these Jataka
paintings seem to corroborate the details given in the Pali Canon of Literature
with little thematic differences.

Key Words: Jataka-Katha, Pali-Canonical Litrature, Theravada, Rock-cut Caves
of Ajanta, The paintings in Cave 17

Jataka Tales form a voluminous part of the Pali-Canonical Literature in
Theravada Buddhism and are included in Khuddaka Nikaya of the Sutta Pitaka.
These moral fables are dated between 300 BC and 400 AD. ‘Jataka’ meaning
‘birth-story’ in Pali and Sanskrit is any of the legends about the former life of
Gautam Buddha in which he was born in various forms like a king, an animal, a
god etc.. Through different roles and characters Buddha teaches virtues to be
inculcated among the people through these fables. There are more than 500
Jatakas in Theravada written in the form of verse which were said to be in
existence in the form of oral commentary of prose stories before being preserved
in the written from.

“The canonical book of the Jatakas (so far
unpublished) contains only the verses, but it is
almost certain that from the first there must have
been handed down an oral commentary giving the
stories in prose. This commentary later developed
into the Jatakatthakatha.”l (Jataka, Jataka:24
definitions)
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But there is still an uncertainty about the numbers and origin of these Jatakas, “It
is not possible to say when the Jatakas in their present form came into existence
nor how many of these were among the original number.” (Global Buddhistdoor)
According to the book entitled India through the ages written and compiled by
Madan Gopal in 1990 there are approximately 30 rock-cut Buddhist cave
monuments in the Ajanta dating from 2" century BCE to about 480 CE in the
Aurangabad district of Maharashtra State in India. According to Richard Cohen,
“The Ajanta Caves constitute ancient monasteries and worship-halls of different
Buddhist traditions carved into a 75-metre (246 ft) wall of rock” (Cohen) Through
my personal visit to these historical and magnificent Buddhist caves I explored the
ancient Indian historical art in the form of a number of religious murals, paintings,
and rock sculptures with vivid colors, shapes, dimensions and techniques.
Especially the cave 16 and cave 17 have a large number of paintings and murals
depicting the previous life of Gautam Buddha in various forms through a number
of stories known as “Jatak-kathas”, “Caves 16, 17, 1 and 2 of Ajanta form the
largest corpus of surviving ancient Indian wall-painting” (Cohen) It is a well
known fact instilling a feeling of pride that the site is a protected monument in the
care of the Archaeological Survey of India, and since 1983, the Ajanta Caves have
been a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
As mentioned above the Buddhist Cave 17 in Ajanta is more fascinating for its
voluminous wall paintings and murals about Buddha’s rebirth and life.
The cave houses some of the notable paintings of the Vakataka age
that includes Vessantara Jataka, a huge and gigantic wheel
representing the 'Wheel of Life'; flying apsara, subjugation of
Nalagiri (a wild elephant) by Buddha at Rajagriha, Buddha
preaching to a congregation. The Jatakas depicted here are
Chhaddanta, Mahakapi (in two versions), Hasti, Hamsa,
Vessantara, Maha-Sutasoma, Sarabha-miga, Machchha, Mati-
posaka, Sama, Mahisa, Valahass, Sibi, Ruru and Nigrodhamiga.
(trawell)
The present paper is a humble attempt at a comparative study of the Jataka- Tales
written in the Pali-Canon of Literature and the pictorial narratives of some of the
Jataka Tales in the Ajanta Cave 17. This work is based on the thematic analysis.

Chhaddanta: Chaddanta, shaddanta in Sanskrit literally means having six tusks
but according to the narrative given in the Tripitika, Chaddanta is the name of a
river near Himalayas where eight thousand royal elephants lived together. This is
a Jataka no 514 in pali that is about the birth of Bodhisatva as a giant white
elephant with red face and feet.
At this time the Bodhisattva came to life as the son of the chief
elephant. He was a pure white, with red feet and face. In due
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course of time, when grown up, he was eighty-eight arm lengths

high, one hundred and twenty arm lengths long. He had a trunk like

to a silver rope, fifty-eight arm lengths long, and tusks fifteen arm

lengths in circumference, thirty arm lengths long, and emitting six-

coloured rays. (Wikipataka The Completing Tipitaka)

The Master in the form of Chaddanta, king of eight thousand elephants
lived in a golden cave. He had two wives, Cullasubbhadda and Mahasubhadda.
One day he, along with his herd, went to Sal Grove which was in full bloom at
that time. He happens to strike the Sal tree with his frontal globe that makes the
green leaves, flowers and pollen fall on Mahasubbadda as she was standing
towards the wind. While the dead leaves and red ants fall on Cullasubbadda. This
incident fill her with anger and grudge against her lord as she thinks that he
deliberately humiliated her to please his dearer wife. In another subsequent
incident the king elephant went to a lake with all his companions and wives.
While frolicking in the water one of the elephants swam to a far end and gathered
a large lotus with seven shoots and offered it the Master. He offers this lotus to
Mahasubbadda that makes Chulasubbadda even more enraged. In the following
incident when the king was entertaining and offering fruits to five hundred
Pecceka Buddha, Chulasubbadda offered the wild fruits to them and sought the
following wish through her prayers, “Hereafter, when I pass hence, may I be
reborn as the royal girl Subhadda in the Madda king's family, and on coming of
age may [ attain to the dignity of queen wife to the king of Benares. Then I shall
be dear and charming in his eyes, and in a position to do what I please. So I will
speak to the king and send a hunter with a poisoned arrow to wound and kill this
elephant. And thus may I be able to have brought to me a pair of his tusks that
emit six-coloured rays.” (Wikipataka The Completing Tipitaka)

Then on she started starving herself and embraced death. As she desired,
in the next birth she becomes the queen of Benares. Recollecting her previous life
she longs for her wish to be fulfilled. She pretends to be sick and ensnares the
King of Benares to grant her wish by obtaining the Master elephant’s tusks. The
hunter named Sonuttara was selected for the heinous work to be performed. But
when he heard the story of the invincible character of Chaddantta and his strong
and powerful herd of eight thousand elephants, Sonuttara was horrified to death.
Chulasubbadda recounts the story of her prayer to Pecceka Buddhas and how she
was in power to kill the king elephant and obtain the pair of his tusks. After
listening to her story Sonuttara agreed to fuilfill her wish. Seven days later, well
equipped with all the appliances and food, the hunter sets off for his mission. It
took him more than seven years to reach the dwelling place of the king elephant
and designs his strategy to kill the master.

He digs a pit and covers it with planks. Then he creates secret entrance
into the pit. When the Master elephant was about to pass by he gets into the pit
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wearing yellow clothes, with a bow and a poisoned shaft and releases the
poisoned arrow aiming at his bosom. Roaring with pain the master elephant tread
heavily crushing branches and grass. He nearly kills his enemy but when he sees
the yellow robe of the hunter “an emblem of sainthood’ he stops and starts
conversing with the hunter. Thereby he understands the whole matter and realizes
that Chullasubba did not want to obtain his tusks but wanted to kill him. He asks
the hunter to cut his tusks before he dies and please the queen. The hunter gets up
to cut the tusk but the elephant is like a mountain for him; Chhadantta himself
helps him by lowering his head. Still the hunter being unable to cut the tusks the
Master himself cuts his tusks with the help of his trunk and hands them over to the
hunter. In doing so the Bodhisatva, Master Elephant utters the following words, “I
don't give you these, friend hunter, because I do not value them, nor as one
desiring the position of Sakka(Indra), Mara or Brahma, but the tusks of infinite
knowledge are a hundred thousand times dearer to me than these are, and may this
meritorious act be to me the cause of attaining infinite knowledge.” The king
elephant helps the hunter reach Benares in seven days with his magical power.
Sonuttara immediately goes to the queen and informs her about the demise of her
lord in previous life and hands the tusks over to the queen. Chulasubbadda breaks
down at the news and gazing over the tusks she recollects the days when her lord
was so dear to her. Glriefstriken Chulasubbadda dies the very day.

A Comparative study of the pictorial depiction of the story entitled
‘Chhadantta’ with the written narrative in the Pali Canon of Literature brings forth
the semblance with each other. The underlying structure of the painting sticks out
in the form the white elephant, the Bodhisattva or the Master elephant that makes
the subject matter of the composition. Bearing out the details given in the picture
the elephant king is not painted as having six tusks and Sonuttara, the hunter is
draped in yellow. The mood of the given mural appears to be gloomy, dark and
disturbing that hints at the heinous deed of killing the master and cutting his tusk
just to pacify a little grudge. The colours used in the painting depict the tone of
the painting that creates depressing emotions. The brightness of the white color of
the elephants clashes with the dark background disturbing the harmony of the
situation. The written narrative and the pictorial narrative deal with many similar
themes like bodily sacrifice as the Bodhisatva Elephant sacrifices his tusks and
ultimately his life. His sacrifices show his humbleness, compassion, love, and
truthfulness through which he gives a message that how a little grudge, ego,
revenge or hatred brings about one’s own emotional, mental and physical doom.
The dismal faces of the people and the queen in the king’s court in the painting
bring home this message. The Bodhisatva lays down his life for this
understanding of this universal truth of life. This universal theme or meaning of
the painting reiterates the theme of the story.
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Another theme that is found in both the narratives is ‘religiosity’. This
theme comes out through the Bodhisatva elephant king’s reverence for the yellow
robe the attire of ‘sainthood’ or ‘priestly guise’. Although Sonutarra didn’t
deserve to wear the saintly robe as he was full of violence and enmity, the master
is ready to sacrifice his life in respect of the emblem of religion. This is one of the
traits Bodhisatva shows on his path to become Buddha.

One theme that occurs in the written narrative is ‘the infinite knowledge’
as he tells the hunter, Sonutarra that he is not aspiring for the position of ‘Indra’ or
‘Bramha’ but he hopes that this meritorious act will cause his attaining the
‘ultimate knowldege’. On his path to become the Enlightened Buddha he teaches
various virtues through these meritorious acts.

Hamsa: The Jataka Katha 502 entitled ‘Hamsa’ is a moral story of the bird Hamsa
which in Sanskrit means hansa that interpreted by different scholars in various
ways. Some interpret it as a swan, some as goose, and even some have interpreted
it as flamingo. As it is seen in the painting in Ajanta Cave the picture of the birds
therein appears to be a mixer of a goose and swan. The head profile of these
paintings of the bird including the beak in terms of its shape, size and colour give
the impression of a swan while the neck and the plump body give an impression
of an indigenous goose. It might be inferred that these are the members of the
family of Anatidae.

According to the narration given in the Pali Canon in Theravada
Buddhism ‘Hamsa’ is a story of the Bodhisattva in the form of the golden goose
named as Dhatarattha and Ananda in the form of another goose named Sumukha.
The wife of Bahuputtaka of Benares saw a golden goose and gets so much
fascinated by the beauty of the goose that she entreats the king to find and fetch
the golden goose. In order to entice the goose king sets up a trap by offering a
variety of foods. When the golden goose or Bodhisattva realizes the subterfuge he
alarms other geese and they all fly away to their safety except for his captain
Sumukha even after Dhatarattha’s efforts to persuade him to fly away to safety.
The King and the queen were overjoyed to see the golden goose but when the
king heard about Dhataratha’s and Sumukha’s loyalty to each other he sets both
the gees free. “The story was related in reference to Anandas readiness to give
his life for the Buddha. Channa is identified with the huntsman, Sariputta with the
king, Khema Theri with the queen, and Ananda with Sumukha” (jataka, jataka: 24
definition-Wisdom Library)

In the painting based on the story of Hamsa in Cave 17 in the Ajanta the
Composition centers on the Golden Goose sitting on the throne preaching the king
and other courtiers. The Courtiers are seen joining their hands and listening with
rapt attention to the moral discourse of the Golden Goose representing
Bodhisattva. The other goose appears to be silver sitting beside the Bodhisatva
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representing Aananda. The Mood of the painting creates a feeling of tranquility
and harmony where everyone is in peace with wisdom learned from the
Bodhisatva. The vibrant colours, golden, red, white, green harmonize and create a
pleasing sensation and bring all elements together. The tone of the painting
through these colors creates a sense of depth in the art. This pictorial narrative
depicts the theme of loyalty of a king and his knight or two friends towards each
other and the nation on one hand while necessity of a conducive atmosphere,
openness and readiness to receive sermon on dharma or right thoughts even from
a bird.

Mahakapi-jataka

Mahakapi-jataka 516 in pali is amoral fable about Bodhisattva born as a Monkey.
The story is set in a forest near Benares when Brahmadatta was the king. In a
village of Kasi, a Brahmin farmer once after ploughing his fields sets free his
oxen for some time. But the oxen while grazing around lost into forest. When the
farmer realized that it was too late and his oxen didn’t return, he himself started
looking for them. But he could not find them. He was overcome with grief and
kept looking for them into the deep forest, till he had entered the Himalaya region.
The tired and hungry farmer kept wandering for seven days. One day he finds a
tinduka tree with fruits. He climbs up the tree to eat the fruit. But he slips off the
tree and fell “sixty cubits into a hell-like abyss” where he passed ten days.
Bodhisatva living in the form of a monkey in the forest helps the man out of the
trench by hauling him on his back after practicing with a stone. While the Master
monkey was asleep, this ungrateful man attacks the Monkey by throwing a stone
on his head. But instead of getting enraged by the appalling action of the man,
“The Great Being, becoming aware of his action, sprang up and perched on a
branch of the tree and cried, "Ho! Sirrah, you walk on the ground; I will just point
out to you the way from the top of the tree and then will be off." So he rescued the
fellow from the forest, set him on the right road and then himself disappeared in
the mountainous region” (jataka, jataka: 24 definition-Wisdom Library)

The farmer was punished by the nature for his evil deeds as he was
suffering from leper and kept wandering like ‘preta’ a hungry ghost or shade as
described in Buddhism. Maddened by his suffering once he found his way to
Migacira park, A park in Benares. The king of Benares finds the man lying on a
plantain leaf enquires about his suffering and the man tells him the whole story at
length.

The Fresco mural in the cave 17 in the Ajanta depicting the story of
Mahakapi-jataka bears out the details of the story given in the Pali Canon of
Literature in Theravada in a sequential manner. It portrays the man fallen into the
pit, the Bodhisatva Monkey hauling him out of the pit on his back, the Bodhisatva
sleeping and the man throwing a stone on his head and finally the Bodhisatva
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giving him the right direction safely rescuing him out of the forest. The
composition of the painting centers on the Monkey and the Man as the subjects of
the tale. The mood or the atmosphere in the painting is dark as it is set in the
middle of the forest at night. The surrounding darkness gives a feeling and
impression of something ominous to take place. Although the bright color of the
Monkey sticks out against the dark and unpleasant impression of the atmosphere
giving the message of kindness, forgiveness and compassion.

The thematic analysis of both the narratives brings forth the themes of
kindness, forgiveness, love for mankind and compassion as these are the traits of
Bodhisatva on his path to enlightenment. The written narrative deals with one
more theme i.e punishment. If a one does evil deeds one has to face the music.
Evil actions will only fetch ill-fate as the man recounts his story to the king of
Benares.

Ruru-Migaraja-Jataka

In the Pali Jataka 482 entitled Ruru-Migaraja-Jataka, the Bodhisatva
was born as an eponymous character, a deer named Ruru. He lived in a very
thickly dense forest. Ruru was very beautiful, golden in colour his body used to
glitter with various colours like that of rubies, sapphires and emeralds
mesmerizing everyone. Apart from being beautiful he was full of wisdom,
compassion, love, and care. He was also having the ability to speak in human
language. But he was aware of man’s cruelty and devilish mentality very well
therefore he would keep away from humans.

One day while wandering through the jungle he happens to hear an
agonizing cry of a man who was in trouble and crying. The man was caught in the
torrent of water and was being carried away by gushing water. When Ruru saw
this man he immediately jumped into the water and asked the man to cling him
but the man instead climbed on him putting his entire burden on his back. The
deer somehow brought him out of the water and took his good care till he comes
back to his senses. After that Ruru asked the man to leave. But the man entreated
Bodhisattva to allow him to do something good in return for him. The deer asked
him to never share this story and his whereabouts with anyone when he goes back
to his world. The man agrees to keep the promise and leaves.

In another incident the queen dreams of a marvelous deer preaching in
human tongue. She implores the king to catch that stunning deer for her. The king
agrees and announces a prize for the one who finds this deer. At that time the man
saved by the deer, out of sheer greediness, spills the beans and takes the king, his
men to the dwelling place of the deer. When the King was pointing the arrow
towards the deer, he was enthralled by the charm of the deer. Ruru, being assured
about losing life, requests the king to tell him, how he reached him. When the
king tells him about the man who betrayed him the deer utters these words,
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“Better is to lift a log of wood out of water,

Than to save an ungrateful one !” (jataka, jataka: 24 definition-Wisdom
Library)

The king gets curious and requests Ruru to share his story. After listening
to his story the king is filled with reverence, admiration and compassion for the
deer and turns his arrow towards the ungrateful man. But the Bodhisatva again
show his true virtues and pleads the king to forgive that man and shows
compassion. “So, the king forgave the man but invited the deer to visit his
kingdom as a royal guest. Ruru accepted the invitation; and on the king’s request
mounted the royal carriage to proceed to the kingdom in a pompous procession.
Reaching the king’s court, he perched the throne and delivered several discourses
to the king, queen, princes and the courtiers for some days. He then returned to his
abode for good.”10

A Comparative study of the narrative of Ruru in Pali with the pictorial
narrative in the cave 17 in Ajanta shows the similarity in plot, character, setting
and the details of the deer, Ruru. The deer, Ruru is escorted by the royal
procession to the palace in a chariot. His body is golden with the spots of various
hues. The composition of the picture centers on the deer Ruru, the Bodhisattva
that makes the underlying structure of the painting. The mood or the feeling
expressed in the painting is jovial, cheery and buoyant. The atmosphere is
pleasant and optimistic. The bright vibrant golden color of the painting matches
with the jaunty nature of atmosphere. The colors of the picture harmonize and
bring all the elements of pleasing sensation together. Finally the thematic analysis
brings forth the themes like compassion, helping nature, betrayal, selfishness,
forgiveness, deteriorating values in mankind. The Bodhisattva through this moral
fable preaches the virtue of Compassion and forgiveness as these two virtues are
rewarded at the end of the story and the evil deeds of betrayal and selfishness are
admonished.

Although the Pictorial narrative of Ruru-Migaraja-Jataka does not
depict the whole story but the last scene in which the deer, the Bodhisattva is
escorted on a Chariot to the royal kingdom, bringing out the theme of
Compassion and forgiveness being rewarded. The rest of the story is depicted
in a sequential manner through rock-cut architectural craftsmanship that
reveals the themes of betrayal, selfishness and ugly mentality of the human-
beings. Love, Compassion, Sympathy, forgiveness are the virtues preached
by the Bodhisattva to the mankind in the world where values and virtues are
failing.

In conclusion the thematic analysis of all the Jataka Tales with minute
details in both the written narrative in pali and the pictorial narrative in the
Ajanta Cave give the impression of semblance. All the virtues taught by the
Bodhisattva through his journey in the course of various births in the form of
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animals are universal and even more relevant for the human beings with
continuous moral deterioration which is hinted at by these fables. Love,
Compassion, Sympathy, friendship, loyalty, sacrifice, kindness, truthfulness,
etc. are the constituent elements of the Buddhism that were inculcated and
practiced by Buddha through the ages.
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IR HecaqU @, IEft YRR qd 7 fafifa areg i Pt wde fem & F g8 off | 58 s
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eft Tt 35S 21 WA % STeT iR § ST TH U W e AR o SGIeH § UV MRd
BRI 13787 5931 gU & Uelt SThl Tfcr Tfeed o WeteeT & STH €It 81 e 6T SAIaT
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ST HHRH | AATRIEST AT ST A G SH, I I T H ARATY, TSR H
e, AL WENTE H N, WeAWeR # HiE M T W 3¢ Wl g o M g8 f1ety
TR, ATE HERTS Td TSR o it et 37 ATt e Tl # SRrTE 3eehiv foht T 2
AT, TN, FIde@T IS8T, WETadt 8T, T 31 T 368 @ 8l [4]

AT TTATET Y T ;- FITE SR foe ST & 3o Herd HrEfied ¥ Se fRied # 3chiof
ToRT 1T 91| HTERTET T ST T & 918 H TR T, fohq 36k SIS T@T do il HIA,FIE,
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AT 37efeg ST & | e o e o SR oft R v & € e or e g o ee
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<R ST feHaTeT Ua TS A FarS A1 fagehl | Smyfen afwe ¥ st areen 36 a9 ™
o ©Ter 370 W FoAToT TEATE TaTE S T T e R (6T 3d § | aerened € e
A tomene feq fufcle AeTfornere: YovER I 36 Tener i A1 Yo i 2 | 3
SO TET G ARATY & g T eIy ARy 36 GeeEa e i e & atom afmtor
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Hgel Tor et : -

NS A=

Brown, Percy, Indian Architecture , Bombay , 1956 (page5)

AT , AT IO, AT Hedl , RO (.25)

THT , THE AT, AR ST el A0 1999 (.77)

ISR S, HACT@RT aitg, o1, 3THTmeg 1994 (4.124)

ISR o6 2, WA TRl o1 3IqeT™ , TREs , 1972 (3.248)

wreft, 37T T, otsian faet, 1980 (9.168)

AR ufeard € TeTid, sitg, St TA9e o Hey § e TaneT T 3eTH 3K
@rsmre, 2. fSrrasft. . forehra (381 9 250 | 750 39 A ) (4.1,3,24,36)
ST FHR, SSIAT -TeART AR 1978 (1.178)

T.37. AR ATE,
(7. 3TTeIgRT forameemy foem )
ERCIRIRETR S CE RS
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B BIfeAT o fITooicar HgrH |
TIRIEIT FEEHI SR HIRAT H4T |°
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¥ e fhar T g —
IR Ed I aRYuel S |

<R JEHEw gRTREY AERE | I°
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foRl Th—vh gFEpY & AW W Yh—Udh fd8R I I WHC WD
84,000 IRl &1 AN @7 | AP 397 BN & WU Holl & fAvT 7 P59
SN feudw Yo gRT U 78! &Il € |
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9T g o wraredr H iy | & uwErd ok Afes gRT sdddr 4
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SMetdT dgaa B AT | dig WU Fell & ITH 7d Fem N S0 FTa |
B3I | S BreT | slciepr H fAgRi &1 FARN &1 URW gor 549 fawy # =i 59
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G Ho= B b [y A 7 <R A0 f[AER o WA B9 avE B ofl, 5
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AEIfER @& favy # Ieoi@ © @1 In the 5™ century the Mahavihara was
possibly the most sophisticated university in southern or Eastern Asia.

39 HelldeR & A& H e & JIosll 1 #gwqul IRTeM QT 2|
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AEIfdER | erhry faell | AISTa &) Fawern &1' |

J8 AR’ AW HicidT &1 URTg T &g gl | WEideR &
frRgall 1 HABIIBRARN B8 ST o1 | <Uaq B a1 W JglfdsRardl ey
srerar frargelt e grT gt € ¥ fagamr &1 w4 7 |

SURIRINCEIN
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